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PROLOGUE

The profits from the sales of this book will be going to help those living with Motor Neurone 
Disease (MND). Falkirk F.C. has organised several events to support former player David Hagen, 
who was diagnosed with the illness at the age of 45. For those who were too young to see David 
playing for Falkirk, here is a brief summary of his career.

DAVID HAGEN

David made his debut for his home-town club on Saturday, 
October 14th 1995 against Kilmarnock at Brockville. He was 
the best player in navy blue that day, but the match itself was 
instantly forgettable. Falkirk were in a bad way, propping up the 
league and after this defeat, five points from safety. Kilmarnock, 
then managed by Alex Totten, were relieved to have left 
Brockville with all three points, especially after having played 36 
minutes with only ten men. David had moved to Falkirk only the 
day before in a swap deal involving Stevie Fulton. It was not the 
beginning to his Falkirk career he would have hoped for. Things, 
as they say, could only get better. 

He started out his career with Grahamston Boys’ Club and 
was an outstanding prospect, signing for Rangers in 1992. 
He had already won International honours with the Scotland 
Under-16 squad that took part in the 1989 World Cup Finals 
in Scotland. David played in the group match against Ghana 
as a substitute for Andy McLaren, and was on the bench for 
the remaining fixtures. At Ibrox, he justified his early promise, 
playing 18 games in a star-studded Rangers team and scoring 

on three occasions. He made his debut in September 1992 against Hearts and first appeared on the 
score-sheet against Hibs in the following March. He gained further Scotland honours – this time 
at Under-21 level – and played a total of seven matches between 1992 and 1993, including two in 
the Toulon Tournament. He played against Portugal (twice), Iceland, Switzerland and Denmark 
and gave a good account of himself in these matches. With Rangers, he played in the Champions 



League against Levski Sofia. With first- team chances few and far between, David moved to Hearts, 
being signed by Tommy McLean in December 1994 for a fee reported to be in the region of £150,000. 
David played in 35 first-team games for the Tynecastle side and scored five goals. When Jim 
Jefferies replaced Tommy McLean, he was keen to take his former charge Stevie Fulton to Hearts 
and David moved in the opposite direction to Brockville.

Falkirk was the club where David played most games, and after that poor first season under John 
Lambie and Gerry Collins, he faced the prospect of life in the lower league – little suspecting that a 
Cup Final appearance was on the horizon. He missed only two games in season 1996 – 97 and was 
a key player in the unforgettable cup run that took the club all the way to the final at Ibrox. David 
was in great form, scoring in the 2–1 win over Dunfermline at Brockville, as well as in the 2–0 home 
win over Raith Rovers. His header from a McAllister cross saw Brockville erupt with amazing 
scenes on and off the park, to set up an epic clash with Celtic in the semi-final. If the Saturday game 
was memorable, the Wednesday replay was unforgettable for everyone who was there. David was 
a star that night, setting up the winning goal after 19 minutes for Paul McGrillen. He headed a ball 
back across goal for McGrillen to send a looping header over Celtic keeper Stewart Kerr. 

The Cup Final was a day to remember for David and his colleagues, even although they were 
on the losing side, and linesman Sandy Roy’s raised flag to deny Neil Oliver’s ‘equaliser’ was a 
bitter blow. The following season saw David score the winner in another Cup Final – this time the 
Challenge Cup Final against Queen of the South at Fir Park, Motherwell. McAllister beat Aitken 
and crossed for David to hit the ball past Mathieson from ten yards out. He experienced the 
disappointment of losing the semi-final of the Scottish Cup to Hearts in a 3-1 defeat at Ibrox, despite 
Falkirk being the better side for long periods of play. Then came the disaster of administration, 
when the future of the club was at stake. David and his colleagues must have wondered if their 
careers at Falkirk were over for good, and they all played their part in helping the club survive. 
Falkirk’s future as an employer of staff was at risk and few could have blamed the players if they 
had sought alternative employment.

In July 2000, David moved to Livingston at a time when the West Lothian side were buying up 
all the best players from potential promotion rivals and Falkirk were perceived as a threat. Scott 
Crabbe and David were transferred and Falkirk were in no financial position to refuse the income 
generated. David played at Almondvale for one season before moving to Clyde, where he played 
from 2001 until 2004. His later career was played out with Peterhead, before he moved to finish his 
career with local Junior side Bo’ness United. 

He was involved in coaching at Bo’ness and also worked as a taxi driver with Bruce’s Taxis in 
Falkirk. 

David will always be remembered for his pace down the flanks, his power and his contribution 
to some vital goals, especially in that magical cup run in 1997. He had a long career in the game 
and has many great memories of playing at the highest level, in the Champions League and for his 
country. Falkirk would always hold a special place in his story, and Falkirk supporters appreciate 
his 100% commitment and those unforgettable moments of magic.



INTRODUCTION

There have been better times to be a Falkirk fan, for sure. To support a club like ours, you have to be 
prepared to go through thick and thin, and accept it’ll be heavy on the thin. This book covers years 
and an era most of us would rather forget. You’ll read some passages in it through the cracks in 
your fingers, some through the bottom of a drained glass, but read them you must.

These seasons of torment and turmoil? They’re still part of the fabric of the club, they still need to 
be recorded, consumed and digested in this vivid detail, because only with an appreciation of your 
lowest ebbs can you fully value the odd day when your tide comes in. And we have seen those 
days, albeit it fleetingly, in the 12 years covered once again so expertly by Michael White in this, 
his fifth volume on the Bairns’ history. The giddy highs, pre-3.00 pm at least, of two Scottish Cup 
Finals in 2009 and 2015. A fourth Challenge Cup win. The play-off runs of 2014, 2016 and 2017. And 
Europe for the first – please, not the only – time in our lives.

That trip to Liechtenstein to face F.C. Vaduz encapsulated, perhaps more than any other game, the 
nature of being a Bairns supporter. 

The journey full of hope, 1200 of us arriving from every angle like an army converging on its final 
battle. The azure-blue sky over Route 28 through a picture-postcard town that turned into Falkirk 
High Street at Hogmanay for a single summer afternoon. It was perfect, everything we’d ever 
hoped it would be – until the whistle went. Still, we should know better than to expect anything 
other than the unexpected.

In these 12 years, we’ve gone through seven managers, endured two relegations, earned no 
promotions and, as this book gets published, we find ourselves in the third tier of Scottish football 
for the first time in 40 years and with the heart and soul of the club at stake in an ownership 
struggle. However we should be grateful once again to Michael for such a thorough rendering of 
such a painful leg of the journey, if for no other reason than to appreciate the good times more if, 
and hopefully when, they return.

Gordon Waddell

Chief Sports Writer, Sunday Mail



THE STORY SO FAR

This book covers the period from 2007 until 2019 and typifies the experiences of being a Falkirk 
supporter. Never was ‘Expect the Unexpected’, the unofficial club motto, more apt. Who could 
have foreseen two Scottish Cup Finals, a competitive European tie, a Challenge Cup win, narrow 
escapes from further relegation and another financial crisis?

But what happened before our present story starts?

THE ORIGINS OF FALKIRK FOOTBALL CLUB

‘Falkirk Football Club has had a long and honourable career since the date of its institution in the 
year 1876.’ This was the opening paragraph in a book entitled Falkirk Through the Years, which 
was published in the early 1950s. These exact words have been copied in various booklets since 
then, and of course the 1876 logo has been widely promoted on club memorabilia ever since. But 
was Falkirk really founded in 1876?

The key question is probably the definitions of ‘founded’, ‘established’, ‘started playing’ and 
‘registered’. Interestingly enough, the club celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 1902 – on Saturday, March 
14th. Club President Murdoch McIntyre made a speech highlighting the achievements of the club 
‘since its inception in 1877’.

Back in the 1870s, football was very much in its infancy, and we might struggle to recognise it 
today. It was in many ways more akin to rugby and there are references to points in many accounts. 
The name ‘Falkirk’ first appears in a game on December 8th 1877, when a Falkirk XI lost 5–0 at 
home to Kelvinbank. There may have been several guest players, probably from Glasgow, in a type 
of exhibition match. The first real Falkirk match is generally held to be an away friendly against 
Bonnybridge Grasshoppers possibly on March 9th, 1878. The Grasshoppers had been established 
earlier and won comfortably 7–0.  Among the Falkirk players were Cowan, Fleming and Malcolm.

Football was spreading rapidly, and clubs sprang up all over the Falkirk district. At national level, 
a Scottish Football Association was formed in 1873 and it started producing a Football Annual for 
each season. In the 1878–79 annual there is the first reference to a club called Falkirk. It states that 
Falkirk was ‘formed’ in 1878 and it had at that time 53 members. They played at Rondyford (sic) 
‘which was a 15 minutes’ ride from the station, coaches at every train’. The clubhouse was on the 
grounds. Interestingly, the club colours were a royal-blue and white jersey, with a one-inch stripe, 
white shorts and blue-and-white socks. They were listed as having played four matches, losing two 
and drawing two. The Secretary was George Richardson of Marine Cottage, Falkirk.

Other Stirlingshire clubs were listed with earlier formation dates, notably Grasshoppers 
(Bonnybridge) and Shaughraun (Milton of Campsie), who were both formed in 1875. Falkirk first 
entered the Scottish Cup in September 1878, when they won 1–0 against Campsie Glen. The debate 
will continue about the date when Falkirk really became Falkirk, but it looks like the 1876 date was 
wrong. Somebody somewhere might have played the new popular sport in the area, but Falkirk as 
a club started out in 1877. In later editions of the Scottish Football Association Annual, the date of 
formation was altered from 1878 to 1877. Those at the Silver Jubilee Dinner probably confirmed the 
date.



The Early Years

The first playing field of the club was Brockville Park, but in 1877 this was somewhat primitive 
compared with Brockville as we knew it latterly.

Falkirk’s first match is generally recognised as being against the Grasshoppers from Bonnybridge, 
who were their nearest rivals and were formed about two seasons before the ‘Bairns’. The 
admission money to early matches was 4d, and Falkirk’s first ‘gate’ made the princely sum of three 
shillings and four pence (about 17p in today’s money!).

Brockville Park was vacated about 1879 and the club secured a playing field at Randyford, 
Grangemouth Road, where they remained for a few years. Then they flitted to Blinkbonny. It was 
on this field that Falkirk scored a draw with Renton in a Scottish Cup tie, the year that Renton 
were declared ‘Champions of the World’. Blinkbonny was vacated about 1882 and, after a short 
spell at another field in Hope Street, Brockville Park was taken on lease about 1885. It was not until 
East Stirlingshire came into existence in October 1880 that the local interest in the game began 
to develop and clubs started springing up all over the district – King’s Park, Camelon, Campsie, 
Grangemouth, Barnsmuir (Slamannan), Gairdoch, Stenhousemuir, Slamannan, Laurieston, 
Grahamston and Tayvalla. The Stirlingshire Football Association was formed in the year 1883–84 
and comprised about 20 clubs, with a handsome trophy put up to foster local rivalry. Falkirk took 
part in the initial final for the trophy and had the honour of being the first club to have their name 
inscribed as winners, defeating East Stirlingshire 3–1 after a 1–1 draw.

The Leagues

In seasons 1891–92 Falkirk became connected with the Scottish Federation and did well to 
finish third in that competition. Arthurlie and Albion Rovers were above them in the table. In 
the following season they were not so successful and a year later joined the Midland League, a 
combination of clubs from Stirlingshire, Clackmannanshire and Perthshire. They continued with 
this league for three seasons, improving on their position each year.

In season 1896–97 Falkirk joined the Scottish Combination, a League comprising Hamilton 
Academicals, East Stirlingshire and the reserve sides of the likes of Rangers, Celtic and Hearts. In 
1897–98 they joined the Central Combination which was organised on similar lines to the Midland 
League.

As early as 1901, the drift over the Border began, when Falkirk transferred Jimmy Conlin to 
Manchester City and Sandy Young to Everton. Young later played for Scotland and scored the 
winning goal in an F.A. Cup Final.

Falkirk remained in the Central Combination until season 1902–03, when they were admitted into 
the Scottish League Second Division, and from this point onwards, the ‘Bairns’ have continued to 
play a leading role, despite their share of promotions and relegations, in the major leagues.

Jocky Simpson

Jocky Simpson is still recognised as one of the greatest-ever Falkirk personalities. When the 
committee men recruited the services of John Simpson for Falkirk, little did they know that 
they were, in fact, recruiting a player who was to become one of the greatest football stars and 
personalities that the game, in its long history, has ever produced. In 1910, while still a Falkirk 
player, and although English-born, he played for the Scottish League against the Southern League, 
and later the same year he played in the English International Trial Game at Millwall. One of 
his greatest triumphs as a Falkirk player was a Scottish Cup tie at Motherwell. With 15 minutes 



remaining to play, Falkirk were losing 2–0. Jocky Simpson moved to centre and, before Motherwell 
knew what had hit them, Simpson had displayed all his natural genius by scoring a brilliant hat-
trick to win the tie single-handedly for the ‘Bairns’. Such was the jubilation of the Falkirk fans that 
some of them, who were perched on a boundary wall, were injured when it collapsed. 

Despite grave misgivings throughout the town, Simpson was eventually transferred to Blackburn 
Rovers, as one of the big-name clubs in England at that time, for the princely sum of £1,850. He was 
capped by England on no fewer than eight occasions after he became a Blackburn Rovers player – 
fitting testimony to his truly outstanding talent.

Brockville’s First Grandstand

The first grandstand at Brockville Park, a wooden one, was destroyed by a controversial fire in 1907 
and was rebuilt the same year.

The First Cup Win

In the season 1912–13 Falkirk were the toast of Scottish Football when the ‘Bairns’won the Scottish 
Cup for the first time. The route to Cup glory was as follows:

First Round – bye
Second Round – Morton (away) 2–2, Replay (home) 3–Third Round – Rangers (away) 3–1
Fourth Round – Dumbarton (home) 1–0
Semi-final – Hearts 1–0
Final – Raith Rovers 2–0

The Great War Years

During the war years, competitive football in Scotland was more or less at a standstill. Some Falkirk 
players joined the famous McCrae’s Battalion, known as the Sportsman’s Regiment, and fought 
at the Battle of the Somme. During the hostilities, several old Falkirk favourites guested with the 
club, donning the old familiar navy-blue colours again, and did their bit to brighten the scene 
locally in a football sense during the long, dark, grim days of war. While these were difficult times, 
undoubtedly the impetus of the Cup triumph just prior to the war did much to sustain interest, 
plus, of course, the appearance of the old stars and guests gathered together at Brockville Park. One 
of the ‘guests’ was the famous England International Syd Puddefoot.

The Thirties

The early thirties were when the ‘Bairns’ fortunes began to ebb until they were eventually 
relegated for the first time in their history since being admitted to the First Division. However, 
under the inspired leadership of Manager ‘Tully’ Craig and trainer Ernie Godfrey, from 1935 until 
the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, the ‘Bairns’ enjoyed probably one of the most 
prosperous periods in their history. From the tatters of a relegated team, manager Craig started 
reshaping the new ‘Bairns’ around Bob Shankly, who had joined the club in 1933, as a centre-
forward, having previously seen service with Glenbuck Cherrypickers, Tunbridge Wells and Alloa. 
With Shankly as pivot, ‘Tully’ Craig laid the foundations of a team which was to win its rightful 
place back in Division One at the first time of asking, and at the same time, reach the semi-final of 
the Scottish Cup.



After the Second World War there was a tremendous upsurge in football, and the attendances 
everywhere reached a peak, as the crowds packed in to watch.

In season 1947–48 the ‘Bairns’ reached the final of the League Cup, losing to East Fife after a replay, 
but went through a very lean, struggling period for several years after that. Bob Shankly returned 
as manager and recruited several promising youngsters to the club.

The Bairns Win the Cup Again

In February 1957 Reggie Smith was tempted to Falkirk, as manager, to face what looked like certain 
relegation. Miraculously, he gave the team a completely new outlook, and the players, believing 
their manager had waved a magic wand, began to have faith in themselves and, with each success, 
confidence rose. These boys just did not know the meaning of defeat as they swept on to beat 
the drop. At the same time, they were advancing in the Cup. They progressed at the expense of 
Berwwick Rangers, Aberdeen and Clyde, to a semi-final against Raith Rovers at Tynecastle. This 
resulted in a 2–2 draw and the ‘Bairns’ upset all the odds by winning the replay 2–0. The final took 
the club to Hampden to face the favourites, Kilmarnock, on Saturday, April 21st 1957. The game 
finished 1–1 and the replay the following Wednesday turned out to be a nail-biting affair. As in the 
first game, it was 1–1 after 90 minutes, and the game went into extra time. In the gathering gloom, 
Dougie Moran tenaciously ploughed his way through a Killie defence that had been giving nothing 
away and, as goalkeeper Jimmy Brown came out, he prodded the ball home to score the most 
memorable goal ever in Falkirk’s history.

This was a fairy-tail time in Falkirk’s history, which ended two days after the Cup Final replay, at 
Kirkcaldy, when, because of injury and the fact that they still had one more League fixture to fulfil 
the next day against Motherwell, they were forced to field a team of reserves. They were fined £100 
by the League as a result, but still managed to win. What was to be a gala day against Motherwell, 
with the Cup paraded around the town headed by Muirhead’s Pipe Band, turned sour, with defeat 
something of an anticlimax. 

Recent Years

Over the next 20 years or so, a tragic slump occurred in the fortunes of many football clubs, and 
Falkirk was no exception. Falkirk’s Centenary Year (1976–77) brought relegation to Division Two 
(again), with promotion in 1979–80. 1985–86 saw promotion to the Premier Division. The club has 
played in the top flight but has been unable to sustain the position for more than two consecutive 
seasons. The best performance in recent years was finishing 5 th in the Premier League in season 
1994–95.

Few Falkirk fans could have written the script in the 1996–97 season. After a poor start, the team 
embarked on a great Scottish Cup run and reached their third final.

Falkirk played well, narrowly losing 1–0 to Kilmarnock. The players and supporters, however, 
brought great credit to the club and town in what will be remembered as the ‘Family Final’.

Out of the Darkness

Since going into provisional administration in 1997, the club has fought its way back into 
prominence. A new board took over and stabilised the financial situation. Gradually, improvements 
were made, but one big obstacle remained. The lack of an SPL-compliant stadium prevented 
promotion, even when the club finished as Champions of the First Division in 2003. Frustration for 
Falkirk fans was nothing new, as previously they had been denied a play-off for promotion. 



It seemed that Falkirk would be disadvantaged until the ground situation was resolved. Finally, 
the club moved to a new stadium at Westfield in a joint venture with Falkirk Council and the new 
era began. Falkirk were back in the top flight and with a stadium to be proud of. Representative 
matches were staged at the new ground and Falkirk finally sustained their place in the SPL for 
more than two seasons. Falkirk players were selected for their country at various levels and much 
had been achieved since the supporters rallied round to save their club through their tremendous 
fund-raising efforts.

Having secured promotion into the top flight, the club was keen to maintain their status and they 
managed to stay there until season 2009–10. Since then, there has been series of ‘near misses’ with 
play-off places and two losing Cup Finals. Relegation to the third tier in 2019 was a bitter blow.



KEY DATES IN FALKIRK F.C. HISTORY

1877 Founded

1883 Win first Stirlingshire Cup, defeating East Stirlingshire in the final

1885 Brockville becomes permanent home

1892 John Drummond becomes first Falkirk player to play for Scotland

1893 Falkirk F.C. record score v Laurieston

1902 Falkirk enter Scottish League Second Division

1905 Falkirk elected to First Division

1908 Runners-up to Celtic in First Division

1908 First team in Scotland to score over 100 goals in a season

1909 Reach Scottish Cup semi-final but lose to Rangers

1913 Falkirk win Scottish Cup, beating Raith Rovers 2–0 at Celtic Park

1913 Two Falkirk players in a Scotland side – Croal and Logan

1922 Falkirk break world record transfer fee by signing Syd Puddefoot from West Ham for £5,500

1924 Falkirk reach Scottish Cup semi-finals but lose to eventual winners Airdrie

1926 Tom Townsley first Falkirk player to captain Scotland

1926 Patsy Gallagher signs for Falkirk from Celtic

1927 Falkirk reach Scottish Cup semi-final but lose to Celtic

1929 Evelyn Morrison sets record for most goals in a season – 43

1936 Falkirk win Second Division and reach Scottish Cup semi-final but lose to Third Lanark

1938 Falkirk host first-ever all-ticket Scottish Cup Tie 

1940 Falkirk win Scottish League (East and North)

1943 Falkirk lose League Cup Final to Rangers by 11 corners to 3, after a 1–1 draw

1948 Falkirk lose League Cup Final to East Fife 4–1 after a 0–0 draw



1951 Record defeat 11–1 to Airdrie at Broomfield

1953 Falkirk beat Newcastle 3–2 in the first-ever live floodlight TV game

1953 Record attendance at Brockville 23,100 against Celtic

1956 Three Falkirk players in a Scotland Under-23 side (and another as reserve)

1957 Falkirk win Scottish Cup against Kilmarnock

1958 Alex Parker, Falkirk’s most capped player, moves to Everton for £18,000

1959 John White moves to Tottenham for £20,000

1962 Hughie Maxwell scores all seven goals against Clyde at Brockville

1969 Falkirk sign Alex Ferguson from Rangers for a Second Division record fee of £20,000

1970 Falkirk win Second Division title

1971 Falkirk play Coventry City in the Texaco Cup

1971 Falkirk reach semi-final of the League Cup

1974 Falkirk again reach semi-final of the League Cup

1975 Falkirk win Division 2

1975 Last representative match at Brockville – Scotland Under-23 v Romania

1978 Gary Gillespie sold to Coventry having been the youngest-ever captain in Senior football

1980 Paul Leetion voted Player of the Year in the Second Division

1986 Falkirk play in the Premier Division for the first time

1991 Falkirk win the First Division title and promotion. Simon Stainrod voted Player of the Year in 
the First Division

1991 Kevin McAllister becomes Falkirk’s record signing when he returns from Chelsea for £225,000

1993 Falkirk win the B&Q Cup, beating St. Mirren

1994 Falkirk again win the First Division, and promotion. Richard Cadette voted Player of the Year 
in the First Division

1995 Falkirk pay record fee of £300,000 for Derek Ferguson from Sunderland



1996 Falkirk sign ex-England star Chris Waddle

1997 Falkirk reach the Scottish Cup Final, but lose to Kilmarnock

1997 Falkirk win the Challenge Cup, beating Queen of the South

2000 Kevin McAllister voted Player of the Millennium by Falkirk fans

2001 Mark Kerr voted SFL Young Player of the Year

2003 Falkirk win First Division, but are denied promotion due to the lack of an SPL-compliant 
stadium. Lee Miller voted Young Player of the Year

2004 Falkirk move into their new stadium and play Dundee in the first match for the Merchant-
Slater Trophy

2004 Falkirk win the Challenge Cup beating Ross County in the final

2005 Falkirk win the First Division and gain promotion to the SPL. Russell Latapy voted Player of 
the Year in the First Division

2006 Two Falkirk players, Denzil Theobald and Russell Latapy, play for Trinidad and Tobago in a 
World Cup Finals match against Paraguay in Germany

2008 Darren Barr wins first full Scotland cap against Northern Ireland

2009 Falkirk reach Scottish Cup Final but lose 1–0 to Rangers

2011 Falkirk win Challenge Cup against Hamilton for a record fourth time

2015 Falkirk lose 2–1 to Inverness C.T. in Scottish Cup Final

2019 Falkirk relegated to the third tier of Scottish football



CHAPTER ONE – SEASON 2007-08
TILTING WITH GIANTS

Scottish League SPL – 7th
Scottish Cup Round 4 (R) – lost to Aberdeen
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost to Dundee United
Top League Scorer Moutinho, Higdon 8
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Barr, Riera, Barrett 1
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 5–1 v St. Mirren (a) 1/12/07
Heaviest Defeat 7–2 v Rangers (a) 18/8/07

Falkirk’s new strip for season 2007–08 featured the old Highlander badge and celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the 1957 Scottish Cup win. The pre-season tour took the team to the Netherlands, 
and matches were played against F.C. Zwolle, S.C. Cambuur Leeuwarden, and K.S.V. Roeselare of 
Belgium. Falkirk were unbeaten on the tour, recording two wins and a draw, and morale was high 
for the home friendlies. One of the impressive triallists on the tour was Arnau Riera, who had been 
a former Barcelona B team captain, and manager John Hughes was delighted to secure his loan 
transfer from Sunderland. He had looked a class act in the games he had played in.

Falkirk beat Millwall 1–0, with a goal from Pedro Moutinho, but lost 2–0 to Partick Thistle on the 
following day. These games were used to give the squad as much game time as possible, and the 
results were of secondary importance.

A testimonial was arranged for Alex Totten and Rangers provided the opposition. The ex-Bairns 
manager had been assistant to Jock Wallace at Ibrox, and the Glasgow side brought a strong side 
through for the game. Alex Totten had been in hospital for three weeks after falling ill on his return 
from a golfing holiday in Portugal and there were doubts if he would be fit enough to attend the 
game. He had been advised to rest, and watched half an hour of the game before returning home. 
The game ended in a 1–1 draw, but everyone present was just pleased that Alex had pulled through 
after a real scare.

On Saturday, July 28th, the Falkirk Stadium hosted its biggest ever friendly game, when European 
giants Ajax of Amsterdam visited. Their coach Henk Ten Caat was full of praise for the Falkirk side 
and rated them a better side than Rangers, who they had drawn with on the previous Tuesday at 
Ibrox.

Saturday July 28th 2007 At Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 AJAX 1
Craig, Mitchell Deluge
Attendance: 3,378 Referee: W. Collum

There was a surprisingly low attendance for the most glamorous 
pre-season match so far for Falkirk fans. Ajax were minus the 
injured Jaap Stam and Edgar Davids, but still fielded a star-
studded line-up. Falkirk seemed to have beaten the Dutch at 
their own game and some of the football on offer took the Dutch 
by surprise. John Hughes had introduced a passing style in the 
manner of the great Ajax sides of the past and certainly impressed 
the visiting coach. The first 30 minutes was fairly uninspiring but, 
as the players moved up through the gears, the quality of football 
impressed any visiting neutrals in the stands.



Falkirk took the lead after 61 minutes, when LIAM CRAIG headed home a lovely chip from 
Graham Barrett, who had been set up by Scott Arfield. Ajax were clearly stunned by the setback 
and proceeded to stretch the home defence. Some of the long-range passing was inch-perfect, 
but it was far from one-way traffic. After Falkirk had survived a few near misses, the Dutch side 
drew level through substitute LAURENT DELORGE, who chipped over Robert Olejnik, after John 
Heitings sent over a long ball from the left and Dennis Rommedahl set the Frenchman up with 
a lovely one-touch pass. The game looked to be heading for an amicable 1–1 draw, when CHRIS 
MITCHELL replaced Higdon and scored an unforgettable goal – just a week after his 19th birthday. 
Kevin Moffat and Pedro Moutinho created the opening for the goal and Mitchell’s shot deflected off 
Thomas Vermaelen past keeper Gentenaar. It was quite a day for the youngster and for everyone at 
the club. It was a day to remember for all Falkirk fans, and it’s not every day that you see a side like 
Ajax play against your team. 

FALKIRK:  Olejnik, Ross (s. Aafjes), Scobbie, Barr, Milne, Cregg, Arfield, Craig, Barrett (s. Moffat), 
Moutinho, Higdon (s. Mitchell).

Subs. Barclay

AJAX: Gentenaar, Heitinga, Vermaelen, Emanuelson, Kennedy, Huntelaar (s. Donald), Sneijder (s. 
Van Der Weil), Rommedahl (s. Anita), Gabri (s. Delorge), Ogararu, Colin.

Subs. Heijblok, Goosens.

A 2–1 win over Hamilton Accies completed the pre-season programme and Falkirk prepared to 
start the new SPL campaign against newly promoted Gretna, but at Fir Park, Motherwell, as the 
Gretna ground didn’t meet the necessary requirements for staging SPL matches. The day was full 
of drama before a ball was kicked, when former Gretna manager Rowan Alexander was refused 
admission to the ground as part of an ongoing employment dispute. It was not a dream start for the 
SPL new boys as Falkirk won 4–0 to top the league – if only for one day. The 4–0 scoreline flattered 
Falkirk somewhat, and Gretna had chances early on. Falkirk took all their chances and goals from 
Moutinho, Latapy, and Higdon’s double ensured a poor start for Davie Irons’ side. Higdon looked 
a menacing presence and Falkirk had started the season well. The new Dutch keeper Tim Krul, on 
loan from Newcastle, was also impressive, and Falkirk’s team included players from eight different 
countries – a sign of the times.

Next up was a visit from Celtic, and the Bairns were on the wrong end of a 4–1 scoreline. The 
winning margin flattered Celtic, as the damage was only really done in the last 15 minutes, and 
after the home side were reduced to ten men following the ordering-off of Kenny Milne. Referee 
Dougie McDonald sent the wrong man off, as the culprit had actually been Darren Barr, and Falkirk 
had played well up to that point. Barr had given an outstanding performance and even the neutrals 
in the press pack agreed that Gordon Strachan’s side were never that superior to a battling young 
Falkirk side. The passing game was starting to draw positive comments from the cynics – even if 
on this occasion it only dominated the opposition for an hour. In Russell Latapy Falkirk fans had 
found a real hero, another classy player enjoying an Indian summer to his career playing in navy 
blue. 

The fixture list computer hadn’t been kind to the club and their next outing was against the other 
half of the Old Firm at Ibrox. The pre-season testimonial match meant nothing in terms of form 
indication and this game had everything – including another flattering scoreline for the winners.

Saturday August 18th 2007 At Ibrox Park
RANGERS 7 FALKIRK 2
Cousin 2, Whittaker, Boyd, Darcheville 2, Broadfoot Riera, Barrett
Attendance: 47,419 Referee: Eddie Smith



Groundhog Day. For the second week running, Falkirk gave a 
good account of themselves, played some lovely football, and 
yet ended up on the wrong side of a scoreline that flattered 
the winners. Three goals in the last two minutes gave the 
impression of a real hammering, but this was just not the case. 
Teams don’t want to concede early goals against the Old Firm, 
but that’s just what Falkirk did. DANIEL COUSIN opened the 
scoring from a corner after only two minutes’ play, after good 
work by Whittaker. STEVEN WHITTAKER himself added a 
second, which deflected off Kenny Milne’s boot and this at a 
time when Falkirk had been playing really well. They managed 

to claw one back before the break with a real scorcher from ARNAU RIERA, who gave McGregor 
no chance from 25 yards out. Falkirk were going all out for an equaliser as referee Smith blew to 
end an entertaining 45 minutes of football.

DANIEL COUSIN added Rangers’ third of the afternoon, after Novo had swiped at Whittaker’s 
cross, and it looked as though the home side would coast to another routine win. Falkirk were 
having none of it and Latapy was in inspirational form against one of his former clubs. GRAHAM 
BARRETT, who had been out with serious injury for almost two years, added a second after 
another pinpoint pass from Latapy. The killer goal came from KRIS BOYD, who had replaced 
McCulloch, and after 75 minutes Rangers led 4–2. The final goals came in a disastrous two-minute 
spell just before the end, when substitute JEAN-CLAUDE DARCHEVILLE scored twice. Six goals 
was hard to take, but when KIRK BROADFOOT added a seventh in stoppage time, you just knew 
that Falkirk must have broken every mirror, run over every black cat and walked under a million 
ladders to deserve such ill fortune. Rangers were good, very good, but were never five goals better 
than a promising young Falkirk side, ably inspired by a little magician – Russell Latapy.

RANGERS: McGregor, Hutton, Cuellar, Weir, Papac, Whittaker, Ferguson, Thomson, McCulloch (s. 
Boyd), Novo (s. Broadfoot), Cousin (s. Darcheville).

FALKIRK: Krul, Ross, Barr, Milne, Scobbie, S. Thomson, Cregg, Riera (s. Arfield), Latapy, Higdon (s. 
Barrett), Moutinho (s. Finnigan).

Darren Barr was again in outstanding form for the visit of St. Mirren, but a large Buddies support 
were delighted to leave the Falkirk Stadium with all three points, thanks to a virtuoso performance 
by Billy Mehmet. After a pretty poor first half, the game came to life in the second period, and both 
sides had chances to seal a victory, before Mehmet’s deflected strike in the final minute of the match. 
Saints had managed to limit Latapy’s influence and again it was the home defence that was suspect. 

Falkirk won 2–-1 at Links Park against a battling Montrose side in a tight CIS Cup tie. After 
Montrose substitute Gary Wood had clawed a goal back for the Gable Endies with only six minutes 
left, there were a few anxious moments for the visiting supporters. Interestingly, the Montrose side 
included Andy Rodgers and John Baird.

Falkirk’s run of league defeats continued with a 2–0 reverse at Tannadice, although again Lady 
Luck deserted them. Dundee United had Morgaro Gomis sent off for two bookable offences, and 
their Polish keeper Grzegorz Szamotulski was in inspired form. The Bairns twice struck the bar 
and Darren Barr forced a brilliant save from the United keeper. United’s goals came from Hunt and 
Robson, but Falkirk were still in the game until that second goal went in. Falkirk had now suffered 
four league defeats in a row and had shipped 14 goals in the process. It was a worrying time for all 
concerned, but John Hughes refused to give up on his belief in playing attractive passing football. 
‘These defeats have brought the boys closer together as a group – I can see it in the dressing-room 
and there’s a tremendous team spirit among the lads. I’ll never change our style of playing.’ The 
league table didn’t lie, however, and only Hearts, Gretna and Inverness were below Falkirk. It 
looked like it was going to be a long, hard season.



Tam Scobbie played for Scotland Under-21s against Finland in a 3–2 defeat, replacing McCormack, 
and was an unused sub in the goal-less draw against Denmark in Dunfermline. Denmark’s 
outstanding player was their keeper, Kasper Schmeichel.

The run of defeats was halted with a 1–1 draw at the Falkirk Stadium against Hibs. A minute’s 
silence was observed to mark the passing of Willie Cunningham and Bob Shaw. Both teams fielded 
a plethora of non-Scots and the SPL was rapidly becoming a League of Nations. It looked bleak 
when Donaldson scored with a fifth-minute penalty, but the resulting goal celebration earned him 
a yellow card. The post-match headlines were dominated by the over-officious refereeing of Willie 
Collum, who dished out three red cards – to Darren Barr, Paddy Cregg and Clayton Donaldson. 
‘We’ll soon be playing fitba’ in slippers’ was one of manager John Hughes more printable 
comments. Falkirk’s equaliser came two minutes after the break, when Pedro Moutinho converted a 
low right-wing cross from Aafjes at the second attempt. Both sides had further chances to score, but 
the draw was just about right. When asked if he would enjoy playing football today, John Hughes 
replied, ‘Enjoy it? I wouldn’t be on the pitch. I’d be in the jail.’ Referee Collum had issued nine 
yellow cards and three red, in what was never a dirty game. He seemed to lose control and players 
were understandably aggrieved at being punished for tackles, where they clearly took the ball. The 
Bairns manager was spot-on when he stated that while some referees know the rules, some don’t 
know the game.

Finally, on Saturday, September 22nd, a win. Russell Latapy’s free kick from 35 yards out was 
probably intended as a cross, but the ball totally deceived Motherwell keeper Graeme Smith and 
landed just inside the post. 18-year-old Scott Arfield was in superb form and in one break forward, 
he took on and beat four Motherwell players. Manager John Hughes was fulsome in his praise, 
going so far as to see him as ‘the next shining light in Scottish Football’. 

A former Bairn, Lee Wilkie, came back to bite when he scored the only goal of a CIS Cup tie for 
Dundee United in a 1–0 win at the Falkirk Stadium. It was a big disappointment, especially after 
Gretna had beaten the Arabs 3–2 on the previous Saturday. Paddy Cregg had missed a penalty 
when the game was at 0–0 and, in truth, it was a poor game. Only when Latapy replaced Thomson 
did Falkirk start to look more like themselves and, after reaching the semi-final in the previous 
season, it was a sad performance in a game that looked eminently winnable. The only highlight was 
the continuing progress of the Academy products – Barr, Scobbie and Arfield.

Manager John Hughes was alert to the dangers that faced the club after a 4–2 defeat up in 
Inverness. ‘We are in a dogfight – a relegation battle. I want this spelled out in big black letters. 
I’m 42 and I could play at the pace they want to play sometimes.’ Falkirk were struggling and 
the league table made uncomfortable reading, even at this relatively early stage of the campaign. 
Inverness under Craig Brewster had won three games on the trot and Falkirk went into October 
only three points off the basement. Defensive frailties were proving costly and a gap was opening 
up in the SPL table, leaving Falkirk, Inverness, St. Mirren and Gretna looking like the quartet who 
would be fighting for survival.

Two Falkirk goals in the last three minutes at Tynecastle made the final score of 4–2 to Hearts 
look relatively respectable, but failed to disguise the fact that Falkirk were always second best, 
and the game was virtually over by half time. The Lithuanian contingent in maroon jerseys did 
all the damage and exposed all the familiar defensive problems that were driving John Hughes to 
distraction. Six defeats in nine SPL outings told its own story, although the manager hinted that 
the expectation levels from last season had ‘hampered us a little’. He called for togetherness and 
for supporters to get behind the team. Falkirk games were becoming a kind of Groundhog Day 
experience for the fans. Lots of possession, plenty of pretty passing, but no end product, especially 
with the number of chances being created.

On Tuesday October 9th Falkirk landed silverware – the 124-year-old Stirlingshire Cup – in the final 
at Firs Park against Stirling Albion.



Tuesday October 9th 2007 At The Firs Park
FALKIRK 3 STIRLING ALBION 1
Stewart, Craig, Wallner McKenna
Attendance: 412 Referee: Craig Charleston

This was a repeat of the previous year’s 
final, and assistant manager Brian Rice 
fielded a strong side against Albion, who 
were in their sixth successive final. It’s not 
often that Dutch, Spanish, English and 
Austrian players appear in this tournament, 
especially one who had played at full 
International level.

Ex-Bairn Colin Cramb provided an early 
shock when he nearly converted a cross 
from Taggart. Falkirk looked fragile, and it 
was no real surprise when Albion took the 
lead in 22 minutes. Allison was deceived by 
the flight of a long ball from defence and DAVID McKENNA sent a fierce volley past keeper Tim 
Krul. Roman Wallner featured in most of the Falkirk moves, and he went close with a close-range 
header, which was well saved by keeper Christie. He also found Stewart with a pinpoint free kick, 
but the youngster headed wide. The Austrian gave a really mixed performance with some great 
play and some appalling misses.

Albion were determined to push forward, perhaps sensing vulnerability in the Bairns’ rearguard 
and McKenna looked a real handful. He had two really good chances to increase the lead, and the 
Binos probably deserved their narrow interval lead.

It was the proverbial game of two halves and Falkirk responded well – restricting Albion to 
one shot on goal during the entire second half.  The equaliser came in 66 minutes from MARK 
STEWART, who scored after a Wallner free kick was fired into the six-yard box and gave Christie no 
chance. Falkirk took the lead in 70 minutes through LIAM CRAIG, who had gone close moments 
earlier with a long-range effort. The former Ipswich youngster hit a superb 25-yarder which found 
the bottom right-hand corner of the net. Falkirk were well on top now and Allan Moore’s side 
looked a beaten team. The shots were raining in on Christie’s goal, with credible efforts from Aafjes 
and Scobbie in particular. Wallner was the best player on the park, and it was only right and proper 
that he got his name on the score-sheet. He did it in style, picking the ball up in his own half and 
running fully 60 yards, before rounding keeper Christie and scoring. 

FALKIRK: Krul, Aafjes, Craig, Allison, Scobbie, Moffat (s. McMahon), Riera, Mitchell, Wallner, 
Stewart, Finnigan.

Subs. Andrews, Stallard, McLeish, Jeffrey.

STIRLING ALBION: Christie, Hay, Forsyth (s. Bell), Nugent, Murphy, McBride, Harris, Tomana, 
Cramb, McKenna (s. Ellis), Taggart.

Subs. Cawley, Walker, Reid.

After the International break, Falkirk were looking to get back on track against Kilmarnock at 
the Falkirk Stadium. It all started so well with a second-minute goal from Carl Finnigan, who 
converted a cross from Scott Arfield, showing just why he had earned Scotland recognition at 
Under-19 level. The opening period was frantic and, when Killie equalised through Frazer Wright 
on the ten-minute mark, it looked as though this could turn out to be an absolute epic. Sadly, the 



opening ten minutes proved to be the best part of the game, and it degenerated into a scrappy 
staccato of a game. Jim Jefferies’ side were struggling with injuries and were better pleased with 
their point. It meant that John Hughes was yet to register a win against his former manager at 
Berwick Rangers and Brockville. Alan Freeland’s bizarre refereeing caused much discontent in the 
stands and in the home dug-out. The fans’ reaction to another stop-start performance was fairly 
predictable and few accepted the ‘excuse’ of excessive expectation levels being trotted out by the 
management. Admittedly, the seventh-place finish in 2006–07, and the friendly win over Ajax, had 
raised morale, but it was the question of playing style that was the real focus. The Barcelona style 
of maintaining possession and intricate passing was one to be envied, but many Scottish fans had 
been brought up on a diet of getting the ball up the park as quickly as possible. John Hughes was 
to be commended for trying to play this style of football, but the SPL table looked increasingly 
dangerous for Falkirk. Would the style need to change or would the promised upturn in fortune be 
realised? Time would tell.

Pittodrie has never been a happy hunting ground for Falkirk, and few expected any return from 
the Sunday game on October 28th. The game was overshadowed by a horrible head injury to 
defender Kenny Milne, who crashed into a perimeter wall after a fair challenge from ex-Bairn Lee 
Miller. He left the park with a neck brace in place and was rushed to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. 
Thankfully, he was discharged from hospital and was able to return home on the delayed team 
bus. The game itself was a poor one and Aberdeen were booed off at the final whistle. Lee Miller 
was in inspirational form, the kind of form that earned him Scotland honours. As Kenny Milne lay 
injured on the track side, Scott Severin scored from the spot just on half-time, after Darren Barr had 
handled a cross from Zander Diamond. Falkirk certainly fought for every ball, and Brian Allison 
did an admirable job in trying to contain the dangerous aerial threat of Miller. They equalised in 
68 minutes, when Paddy Cregg drove home from 12 yards out after an Arfield free kick had been 
headed out by Miller. Both sides had late chances – Sone Aluko for Aberdeen, and Liam Craig for 
the Bairns, but in truth a draw was about right. Dons boss Jimmy Calderwood was still raging at 
his side’s performance at the after-match press conference and the reality was that his side came 
close to losing all three points. Greek Hangover (Panathinaikos had beaten them 3–0) or not, the 
Dons were not at their best and Falkirk had a real chance to register their first win at Pittodrie for a 
long, long time. There was nothing wrong with the team spirit and desire to fight for the cause.

The team spirit was further nurtured by a visit to Xtreme Karting in Larbert. Carl Finnigan proved 
to be the best driver, ahead of Pedro Moutinho and Kenny Milne. The next visitors to the Falkirk 
Stadium were troubled Gretna, who were starting to look as though their fairy-tale rise through the 
ranks was fading fast. Goals by Darren Barr and Graham Barrett were enough to secure all three 
points and take the club above Inverness in the table. Gretna lacked the guile or experience to see 
them through the SPL season, and there had been a clear division of opinion between manager 
Davie Irons and Director of Football Mick Wadsworth. Whether recruiting experienced veterans or 
developing exciting young players was the key to survive in the top flight is always an interesting 
debate in the stands – maybe the answer is both. With successive defeats against their nearest 
relegation rivals, Gretna looked doomed after only 12 games. They faced an impossible dilemma – 
seek an injection of funds for the January transfer window or concede defeat already. By January, 
it may already be too late. There were also real doubts surrounding the continued ability of their 
main paymaster to fund the so-called Gretna Adventure.

On the good news front, Kenny Milne looked to have recovered well from his serious injury at 
Aberdeen and few would have begrudged Graham Barrett his full 90 minutes and his goal. His 
injury record had been horrendous, and at times he must have thought his career was over.

There were strong rumours that Plymouth Argyle might move for manager John Hughes as a 
replacement for Ian Holloway, should they fail to bring Swindon boss Paul Sturrock back to Home 
Park. While Hughes insisted he still had work to do at Falkirk, he also conceded that a new breed 
of managers were keen to try their luck down in England. His former co-manager Owen Coyle 
had moved to Burnley. Rangers came to town on November 24th and won 3–1, with Kenny Milne 



having probably his best game in a Falkirk shirt. It took a last-minute third goal from substitute 
Kris Boyd to kill off a brave Falkirk side. Rangers skipper Barry Ferguson conceded that it had 
taken a virtuoso performance from his keeper Allan McGregor to deny a strong Falkirk side a draw. 
The second-half performance was a great improvement and made up for a disappointing first 45 
minutes. Falkirk fans were again furious at some of the officials’ decisions, and one in particular. 
On the say-so of a linesman, referee Charlie Richmond refused a Falkirk penalty, called a Finnigan 
run offside and issued a yellow card to Sasa Papic, when a red should have been the outcome. It 
was hard not to sympathise with a furious Falkirk manager at the press conference.

Although slightly late, there was a well-deserved testimonial for former player Andy Lawrie, 
who was then a St. Johnstone player. Andy had played in 259 (17) games for Falkirk having come 
through the Falkirk Youth system. He travelled daily from Galashiels and had signed in 1996, aged 
17. After a loan spell at East Fife, he returned to become a fixture in the Falkirk defence. 

Thursday November 15th 2007 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 SUNDERLAND 1
Craig O’Donovan
Attendance: 1,338 Referee: David Somers

Falkirk fans welcomed the three guest players in the 
side – old favourites Scott MacKenzie, John Henry and 
Owen Coyle – while Roy Keane’s strong side included 
Andy Cole, Kenwyne Jones, Ross Wallace and Stan 
Varga. The crowd included some 300 from the North-
East, and the fixture gave a useful work-out to the squad, 
who needed competitive fixtures. The Premier League 
side looked useful in the early stages and threatened to 
overrun Falkirk. Darren Barr had to clear a goal-bound 
header from Connolly off the line and Falkirk struggled 
to get out of their own half. It took a full 25 minutes for 
a shot on goal from Falkirk, which came from Graham 
Barrett. Falkirk came more into the game and took the 
lead in 38 minutes through LIAM CRAIG. Latapy fed an 
inch-perfect pass into the box and it was met first time by 
Craig, whose shot came off O’Donovan’s outstretched leg 
and left keeper Darren Ward helpless.

Sunderland had a chance to draw level just before the break when Ross Wallace’s corner 
was headed by Greg Halford but. fortunately for the home side. it hit the bar and went over. 
Sunderland’s equaliser came 14 minutes into the second half, when Halford’s shot fell to ROY 
O’DONOVAN, who finished well from about eight yards out. The plethora of substitutions made it 
hard to get any consistency in the play, but one was greeted with a standing ovation. Andy Lawrie 
came off in 80 minutes and the entire stadium rose to acknowledge his contribution to the club. 
Sunderland almost spoiled the evening for Andy by scoring again, but young Michael Andrews did 
well to pull off two fine saves from Kenwyne Jones after the big forward was through on goal.

FALKIRK: Krul (s. Andrews), Lawrie (s. Moffat), Holden (s. Scobbie), Cregg (s. McKenzie), Barr 
(s. Allison), Milne (s. Aafjes), Finnigan (s. Moutinho) (s. Henry), Thomson (s. Coyle), Barrett (s. 
Higdon), Latapy (s. Wallner), Craig (s. Ross).

SUNDERLAND: Ward, Halford, Hartley (s. Mourihane), Varga, O’Donovan, Whitehead (s. 
Waghorn), Kavanagh (s. Henderson), Cole (s. Jones), Collins, Connolly, Wallace.

Subs. Higginbotham.



ANDY LAWRIE

Andy was very much an overlapping wing back and he could send over some really telling crosses. 
He had an eye for goal as well, and rattled in 27 in his career in navy blue. Andy looked to be in 
the best form of his life when he suffered a serious leg break 
against Clyde at Brockville in 2002. He had a lengthy spell 
on the sidelines, but battled back to fitness and regained his 
first team place. Andy well deserved his two First Division 
Championship medals and moved effortlessly into the 
SPL side. Many Falkirk fans were surprised when he was 
released in June 2006 and signed a three-year contract with 
St. Johnstone, who were then managed by Owen Coyle. 
After playing at Perth until the end of season 2007–08, Andy 
ended his professional career with a season with Stirling 
Albion.

Falkirk have produced several successful full-backs over the years who earned Scotland honours. 
From Jimmy McPhie, Joe McDonald, Alex Parker, Ian Rae and Jimmy McIntosh to Stuart Kennedy. 
Without that leg break, it is quite possible that Andy Lawrie could have joined that group. 

ANDY LAWRIE FALKIRK CAREER
League Games          . 211 (15)             League Goals 21
League Cup Games      14                      League Cup Goals 2
Scottish Cup Games     13 (2)         Scottish Cup Goals 2 
Challenge Cup Games 13         Challenge Cup Goals 3

Scott Arfield made his debut for Scotland Under-21s against Slovenia in Nova Gorica in the Euro 
2009 competition and gave a good account of himself in an impressive 4–0 win. Goals from Jamie 
Hamill, Ross McCormack, Steven Naismith and Steven Fletcher kept the Scots qualification hopes 
alive. 

Falkirk faced a crucial trip to face St. Mirren and never was ‘Expect the Unexpected’ more apt, 
as the Bairns ran out convincing 5–1 winners and leapfrogged the Paisley side in the battle for 
survival. On a cold day with driving rain, Falkirk enjoyed the bulk of possession and produced 
a stunning display to record their second win on their travels. It was their best performance for a 
long, long time and brought back memories of a similar result against the same opposition some 
six years previously. The home supporters were pouring out of the ground long before the final 
whistle, and the 500 or so Falkirk fans felt as though they were watching Brazil. It was that good.

Saturday December 1st 2007 At Love Street, Paisley
ST. MIRREN 1 FALKIRK 5
Mehmet Moutinho (2), Thomson, Barrett, Finnigan
Attendance: 4,133 Referee: Brian Winter

Falkirk opened the scoring after only four minutes when PEDRO 
MOUTINHO toe-poked the ball past St. Mirren keeper Chris Smith. 
Referee Winter showed amazing leniency towards Andy Millen when 
he took no action after the Saints defender appeared to elbow Graham 
Barrett. The Falkirk striker was bleeding from his nose as a result of the 
clash. Paddy Cregg was impressive in the middle of the park and soon 
Falkirk added a second goal – a genuine contender for the December Goal 
of the Month award. STEVIE THOMSON flicked the ball over Millen with 
his right foot and volleyed home with his left from the edge of the 18-yard 
box. Both sides had chances, with Thomson and Barrett going close for 
the visitors, while Birchall and Miranda came close to getting their side 



on the scoreboard. Falkirk fans were delighted to see a third goal five minutes before the interval, 
and another peach of a goal it was. Aafjes crossed into the box and, with Higdon distracting the 
home defenders, PEDRO MOUTINHO ghosted in from the left to strike home from a tight angle. 
Needless to say, the home side were booed off the park at the break.

St. Mirren finally got a goal in 50 minutes and again it was a great strike from danger man BILLY 
MEHMET, whose right-foot volley from a Birchall cross gave keeper Krul no chance. 

Any lingering hopes of a revival were snuffed out with two Falkirk goals in the final nine minutes. 
GRAHAM BARRETT headed in a great Moutinho cross after 81 minutes, and substitute CARL 
FINNIGAN added a fifth goal four minutes later, after rounding keeper Smith. Falkirk were 
deserved winners, and in Pedro Moutinho they had the Man of the Match.

ST. MIRREN: Smith, van Zanten, Miranda, Millen, Potter, Birchall (s. McGinn), Brady (s. Corcoran), 
Mason, Murray (s. O’Donnell), Mehmet, Kean.

Subs. Howard, Burke, McCay.

FALKIRK: Krul, Aafjes, Barr, Milne, Holden (s. Scobbie), Thomson, Arfield (s. Craig), Cregg, 
Moutinho, Higdon (s. Finnigan), Barrett.

Subs. Olejnik, Ross, Latapy, Riera.

What a difference a win makes. The confidence level rose and Falkirk took all three points in an 
impressive 3–0 win over Dundee United at the Falkirk Stadium. On a miserable, cold, windy and 
wet December day, Falkirk turned on the style and Moutinho was once again in inspirational form. 
Moutinho’s early goal settled the side and Falkirk were well worth their 2–0 half-time lead against 
Craig Levein’s team. Mark Kerr was in the opposition side and had one great 25-yard effort rattle 
the bar. The goals from Barrett and Higdon secured the points, and Falkirk had clearly adapted 
better to the horrendous weather conditions. Some sections of the football press were comparing 
the Hughes style of play with that of Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger. Former Arsenal player 
Graham Barrett could see similarities and the Falkirk manager was quoted as saying that he 
relished the prospect of managing in England one day.

JOHN HUGHES

John Hughes started his football career with Newtongrange Star 
before signing professional forms with Berwick Rangers in 1998. 
He was a fearless centre-forward, and his raw potential soon 
had the Scouts making their way to Shielfield Park. Fourteen 
League goals from 41 starts wasn’t a bad return, and Jim 
Jefferies, who had been his manager at both Newtongrange and 
Berwick, sold him for a reported fee of £71,000 to Swansea City. 
When Falkirk transferred Alex Rae to Millwall, this enabled Jim 
Jefferies to bring his player to Brockville and help in the quest 
for promotion to the top league. Yogi’s early Falkirk games as 
a central striker were less than impressive, but Jefferies pulled 
off a masterstroke when he tried him as a centre-half. He never 
looked back, and became the mainstay of a solid defensive unit 
which took Falkirk to promotion and a place in the Premier 
Division. Despite a leg break in a game against Celtic, he was 
soon back to his best, and was a great favourite with the Falkirk 
support. Tales of his dressing-room pranks were legendary 
and few will ever forget his streak when the TV cameras were 
present at a training session interviewing Mo Johnston. 



With the departure of Jim Jefferies to Hearts, John moved to Celtic for a fee of around £380,000 
– a record for Falkirk – and had a good season at Parkhead, scoring in an Old Firm game, before 
joining his boyhood team at Easter Road. Hibs had been struggling but, under his inspirational 
leadership, they took the First Division title and returned to the top flight. He was freed by Hibs in 
May 2000 and joined Ayr United. The Somerset Park club reached the Final of the CIS Cup, but lost 
4–0 to Rangers. He returned to Falkirk as a player when Ian McCall was manager, and showed the 
same tenacity and drive in this second spell at Brockville. With McCall’s departure for Tannadice, 
John Hughes and Owen Coyle became co-managers and steered the club to top spot in the league, 
but were denied promotion due to the ground capacity issues at Brockville. He was left in sole 
charge after Coyle left to resume his playing career at Dundee United. In truth, it had been a bit of 
a poisoned chalice, as the club had to play a season at Ochilview while a new stadium was under 
construction. He showed great resilience and deservedly led the side to promotion in 2005 and 
finally a place in the SPL. He played one game in the top flight and it made him – at the time – the 
oldest outfield player to do so at the age of 41 years and 43 days.

Yogi surprised many people by the style of football his sides played – very much an open, passing 
game based on maintaining possession. He had studied the game in detail and was a passionate 
believer in the finer points of the game. From the youth teams through to the first team, there was 
to be an emphasis on passing and playing the ball on the ground. The youth system was impressive 
and the facilities at Little Kerse were the envy of many. Dieticians and sports psychologists were 
introduced and the manager was certainly ambitious and – on occasion – frustrated by budgetary 
restraints, a perceived lack of ambition at board level and some apathetic supporter reaction. He 
worked tirelessly for the club, copying the long car journeys South that his mentor Jim Jefferies had 
made in search of hidden talent in Premier League Reserve games. 

John eventually left Falkirk to take over at Hibs and had further managerial experience with 
Livingston, Hartlepool, Inverness and Raith Rovers. At Inverness he won the Scottish Cup in a 2–1 
win over Falkirk. 

A great player for Falkirk, John well deserves his place in the Falkirk Hall of Fame. As a manager, 
he surprised many people by his philosophy of flowing football and it was a great shame that his 
tenure ended with a tinge of bitterness. 

Celtic brought Falkirk back down to earth with a 4–0 win at Parkhead and their young winger 
Aiden McGeady was the man who did the damage with a great hat-trick. The uphill task wasn’t 
made any easier by the dismissal of Darren Barr with 25 minutes left to play. Falkirk gave a 
typical account of their season so far – lots of passing and good movement, but a distinct lack of 
a cutting edge. Falkirk played three up front and many neutrals admired their attacking intent. 
The respective budgets available to the managers were a key factor in the outcome, with Celtic’s 
star-studded side coasting to an emphatic win. In an interesting aside, two future Falkirk managers 
were in the Hoops side that Tuesday night – Steven Pressley and Paul Hartley.

December was to prove a good month for the club, and the reverse at Parkhead was the only 
setback. Hibs and Falkirk drew 1–1 at Easter Road in a game that Falkirk should have won. Referee 
Ian Brines awarded Hibs a penalty on the say-so of a linesman, when it looked as if Dean Holden 
had got the ball in a tackle with Thierry Gatheussi. Jack Ross, back in action after a three-month 
absence, looked back to his best. Falkirk played the better football – even Hibs manager John 
Collins admitted as much – and their passing game was a real joy to behold. There were reports 
that Falkirk were trying to sign Ian Murray on loan from Norwich City, as the former Scotland 
player had dropped down the pecking order after the sacking of manager Peter Grant and the 
arrival of new boss Glenn Roeder.

There was a managerial vacancy at Easter Road and many wondered if John Hughes might be 
in the running. Falkirk won 3–0 at Motherwell and stunned the home support with a powerful 
display, which wouldn’t have harmed their manager’s chances. A home win could have taken Mark 



McGhee’s side into second place above Rangers. Falkirk were now sitting in eighth place and had 
created a safety gap from the relegation battlers. 

The year ended with two home wins over Inverness and Hearts, which took Falkirk into seventh 
spot and only one point behind fourth-placed Dundee United. A Gerard Aafjes goal was enough to 
take all three points against Inverness, who had won five games in a row. It was a sign of the times 
that manager Hughes was disappointed with the manner of the win. The last game of 2007 saw 
struggling Hearts come to Falkirk, and the Jambos were on a run of four straight defeats. Hearts 
had taken the lead in 28 minutes through Palazeulos, but the game turned on the introduction of 
the home substitutes Latapy and Finnigan. The 39-year-old Little Magician showed great skill to 
bring his side into the game and lift the crowd. Goals from Finnigan and Higdon ensured the three 
points were staying in Falkirk and manager Hughes acknowledged the vital role played by Latapy. 
‘It was certainly him who gave us the spark to go on and win the match – although I haven’t said 
that to him!’

Latapy had been struggling after a bout of flu, but his 37-minutes cameo rightly earned him a 
Man of the Match award. Hearts were in a sorry state and on this form relegation was a distinct 
possibility. The Romanov Experiment seemed to be in terminal decline and a disastrous series of 
doubtful managerial appointments was doing little to instil confidence down Gorgie way. Few 
will remember the Hearts management team for this fixture – Anatoly Korobochka and Angel 
Chervenkov. Falkirk’s New Year Resolution was surely to see the run continue and go for their best 
ever SPL finish.

Scottish Football was stunned to hear of the tragic death of Motherwell player Phil O’Donnell, who 
collapsed and died from cardiac arrest during the game against Dundee United on December 29th. 
In truth, neither Jim Jefferies nor John Hughes wanted to play the match on January 2nd, but the 
game went ahead. The minute’s applause was sincere and genuine and many of the players were 
visibly moved. John Hughes had been a team-mate at Celtic. The game was played in a strange 
atmosphere and Falkirk took all three points thanks to a goal from Carl Finnigan. Killie looked a 
better side in the second half, and you can only imagine the ear-bashing they must have received 
from their boss at the interval. The day ended in disgraceful scenes when Frazer Wright and Tim 
Krul were sent off in the closing minutes after the Kilmarnock man went in on the keeper after a 
through ball and both traded punches. It was a awful end to a day which should have been about 
dignity, comradeship and sporting respect.

Falkirk’s unbeaten run continued with a goal-less draw against Aberdeen, all the more impressive 
as they had to play for almost the entire second half without Scott Arfield. The in-form midfielder 
had committed a second offence and referee Eddie Smith brandished a red card. Higdon had a 
good chance to win the game but, as the intensity of the Aberdeen attacks increased, the home 
defence stood firm. Falkirk fans were treated to a rare event – Russell Latapy clearing a de Visscher 
header off the line with keeper Olejnik beaten. One of the highlights in a close contest was the battle 
between Lee Miller and Darren Barr. Arfield was distraught about his first-ever dismissal and, in 
truth, there wasn’t a bad tackle in the game. Many felt referees were trying to make any form of 
contact illegal and were ruining the game as a spectacle.

The same teams faced each other again a week later in a fourth round Scottish Cup tie and again 
the match ended in stalemate, although this time round there were goals to savour.

Saturday January 12th 2008 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 ABERDEEN 2
Barr, Riera J. Smith, Lovell
Attendance: 5,798 Referee: M. McCurry

A draw was probably a fair result in this exciting cup tie and it seemed a long, long time since 
Falkirk had recorded a win against the Dons – 1972, to be precise. Kevin McBride made a good 



start to his Falkirk career, and the game burst into life with 
three goals in the opening ten minutes. JAMIE SMITH gave 
Aberdeen a lead after only four minutes, when he netted 
a rebound from a Nicholson shot, but Falkirk hit back 
almost immediately when DARREN BARR headed home 
a Moutinho corner. Poor defending allowed Miller to set 
up STEVE LOVELL, who prodded the ball past an exposed 
Krul. After such an opening, the game went off the boil a bit 
and Aberdeen’s defence looked rock-solid. Falkirk tried all 
they knew to get back on even terms, but it took until the 
73rd minute, when ARNAU RIERA headed home a right 
wing cross from Finnigan. Finnigan’s role in the goal was 
quickly acknowledged by his team-mates. Both sides had 
chances to take the lead again, and Finnigan for Falkirk went 

close with a fierce drive, which Langfield tipped past the post. Foster fired in a great effort and only 
a deflection saved a goal with Krul beaten. Dons boss Jimmy Calderwood conceded that Falkirk 
didn’t deserve to lose, and Falkirk fans would head up to Pittodrie hoping that their team might 
break their duck at last. Aberdeen were facing a fight to hold on to their stars who were looking for 
improved deals or maybe even transfers. John Hughes was cheekily hoping that a few might have 
left the Granite City by the date of the replay.

FALKIRK: Krul, Ross, Scobbie, Barr, Holden, Arfield (s. Latapy), Moutinho, McBride, Riera, Barrett, 
Finnigan.

Subs. Bradley, Aafjes, Milne, Olejnik.

ABERDEEN: Langfield, Mair, Byrne, Diamond, Severin, Nicholson, Smith, Foster, Clark, Lovell (s. 
Aluko), Miller (s. Young).

Just as some fans were starting to suffer from vertigo due to the lofty league position, a dose of 
reality set in with a bad defeat against stranded Gretna at Firs Park. It was ex-Bairn Kenny Deuchar 
who was the villain of the piece, opening the scoring after 33 minutes, and then a thunderous 
second-half strike from Paul Murray gave Gretna only their third win of a traumatic season. 
Falkirk were poor, and resorted to thumping long balls up to Barrett and Finnigan. The seven-game 
unbeaten run had ended in huge disappointment. Gretna were now nine points behind Kilmarnock 
and were hoping that this win might inspire a revival.

As expected, Aberdeen had lost players in the transfer window – this time Michael Hart and Chris 
Clark – but the cup replay was a huge disappointment for the travelling Falkirk support. Two goals 
from Jamie Smith and another from Jeff de Visscher took Aberdeen into the last 16, while Graham 
Barrett scored from a follow-up to his own penalty. Aberdeen were well in control and could have 
scored more goals with a bit of luck. Tim Krul was stretchered off after injuring his shoulder saving 
a penalty kick from Scott Severin.

Scott Arfield was in outstanding form against Celtic in an exciting game at the Falkirk Stadium, 
where Scott McDonald’s 45th-minute goal was the only difference between the teams. The Aussie 
striker looked well offside for the goal and only referee Underhill knew the reason for his decision. 
The whistler denied Falkirk two strong penalty claims, as he incurred the wrath of Falkirk 
management and supporters alike. Lady Luck was not wearing navy blue that afternoon, as Falkirk 
lost defender Dean Holden with a broken leg after a challenge with Stephen McManus. Falkirk 
really did deserve better from this match and it is ironic that their winning goal came in time added 
on for the injury to Holden. Falkirk had enjoyed the greater amount of possession, but again lacked 
a cutting edge when it mattered. That TV evidence proved that McDonald’s goal was indeed offside 
was of scant consolation and manager Hughes was pleased with his side’s performance after two 
poor defeats.



The transfer window closed with the departures of Roman Wallner and Steven Thomson and the 
arrival of Kevin McBride and Stephen Bradley. Loan transfers saw Mark Staunton go to Ayr, John 
Stewart to Queen of the South, and Kevin Moffat to Stirling Albion. Two Ipswich youngsters came 
to Falkirk on loan – Shane Supple and Billy Clarke. Rumour had it that Falkirk had tried to sign 
John Rankin, but he moved to Hibs instead. It would be interesting to see if Falkirk could hold on 
to that top six place in the SPL for the first time. Next up was a trip to Ibrox, where the club had 
conceded seven goals earlier in the season.

Robert Olejnik was in inspired form and well deserved his inclusion in the Daily Mail Team of 
the Day side. Falkirk had real chances early on, particularly with Scott Arfield, but went behind 
to a controversial goal. Kris Boyd scored with a low free kick, awarded after referee Brian Winter 
seemed to think Kenny Milne had fouled Jean-Claude Darcheville on the edge of the box. Falkirk 
were still in the game, despite the inevitable Rangers pressure, and it took a last-minute goal from 
substitute Steven Naismith, who dispossessed Darren Barr as he tried to dribble out of defence, to 
kill off the hopes of the away support. 

The Rangers player scored the only goal of the game when Scotland Under-21s beat the Czech 
Republic 1–0 at the Falkirk Stadium, and Tam Scobbie was a late substitute for Dundee’s Paul 
Dixon. Scott Arfield was in great form for the Young Scots when they earned a battling 2–2 draw 
against Ukraine in Cartaxo Portugal, and he scored a second-half goal. Manager Billy Stark was 
impressed by the young Bairns star. ‘Scott performed very well. He came into the group after the 
start of the campaign and is playing first-team football at Falkirk. He showed he can handle that 
and now he has done the same at Under-21 level. He is a strong player, keeps good possession, and 
for his goal, he made a great supporting run in a difficult area to defend.’

Mark Howard had a game to forget when he returned to Falkirk and his St. Mirren side went 
down 4–0. He looked culpable for two of the goals and St. Mirren didn’t look like a side that had 
reached the cup quarter-finals. Cregg and Arfield scored two goals each as Falkirk reclaimed a top 
six place. St. Mirren had been in the game until Howard’s blunders. Manager John Hughes pleaded 
with the Falkirk directors to stop allowing the Scotland Rugby Under-20s to use the pitch, as it 
was having a detrimental effect on the playing surface. Their games were being played on a Friday 
night, and the Saturday pitch showed the rugby markings quite clearly. It provided a real challenge 
for groundsman Jim Dawson, and Jim could never have imagined that those same rugby people 
causing him so many problems would one day become his employers.

A goalless draw at Tannadice was achieved and left many left wondering how Dundee United 
hadn’t won the match. It was the first draw between the sides since Falkirk had returned to the 
top league in 2005 and Falkirk were poor in attack, especially after the hammering of St. Mirren. 
Frustration was the name of the game all round, and Billy Clarke was booked a minute after he 
had been taken off and replaced by Robertson – obviously, for giving his opinion to the officials. 
It was the poorest Bairns performance for a while and assistant manager Brian Rice knew it. ‘Our 
goalkeeper and the back four earned the point for us today. The rest of them need to go away and 
have a look at themselves.’

Hibs hadn’t won on their travels for three months – a November win over Gretna – when they 
came to Falkirk on February 26th, and ended their hoodoo with a 2–0 win. It was a fantastic strike 
from John Rankin that sealed the win, after an own goal from Jack Ross had given the Edinburgh 
side a 12th-minute lead. Strangely, manager Hughes admitted in the press conference that he may 
have picked the wrong team. Falkirk were well below par. February had seen the team pass up 
chances of consolidating a high league position and some fans were starting to realise that the team 
was short of overall quality.

That was well illustrated when Falkirk failed to see off Motherwell in a 0–0 home draw and ’Well 
keeper Graeme Smith was the outstanding player on the park. Falkirk relied – again – on their 



keeper and back four to earn a point. For 45 minutes, Falkirk had barely had a shot on target and 
the home fans grew restless. Finally, Falkirk sparked into life and Pedro Moutinho was the liveliest 
attacker on view. Bizarrely, he was substituted by manager Hughes and the Portuguese striker 
angrily threw his shirt into the dug-out before storming up the tunnel. The manager was quick to 
follow him, presumably not to discuss the awful weather.

Kenny Milne was in outstanding form in a 1–0 win up in Inverness, where it took a late goal from 
Billy Clarke to earn all three points. Crucial games lay ahead against teams who were also striving 
for a top six finish, especially Hearts and Aberdeen. The key to success would be Falkirk’s ability to 
attack teams and not just pack their midfield. At Tynecastle, Falkirk kept their fifth clean sheet in six 
games, although the change in style wasn’t always pleasing on the eye. ‘Organised, disciplined and 
resolute’ was the description used by the manager, and it contrasted with the earlier style which 
had earned so much praise. Hearts were booed off the park and the fact that neither keeper really 
had a shot to save said it all.

The month ended with another 0–0 scoreline, this time against Kilmarnock, and to seasoned 
observers it looked as though both Hearts and Aberdeen could catch Falkirk. The game at Pittodrie 
would be crucial. 

Monday April 7th 2008 At Pittodrie
ABERDEEN 2 FALKIRK 1
Maguire 2 Finnigan
Attendance: 11,484 Referee: M. McCurry

Aberdeen had to win to achieve a top six finish for the fourth consecutive season, while a draw 
would have given Falkirk their first-ever such placing. The match was shown live on TV, and 
Falkirk started strongly. Finnigan went close on two occasions, once from a Ross cros and then 
with a header from Barrett’s set-up. Aberdeen took the lead against the run of play when CHRIS 
MAGUIRE nodded past Olejnik, after Diamond had headed on a long throw-in by Severin. The 
goal visibly lifted the Dons and they started searching for a second goal. Chances fell to Maguire, 
Foster and Aluko but Falkirk held firm. Arfield had a shot which Soutar did well to parry, as Falkirk 
strived to get back on level terms.

The away support went into raptures when Falkirk drew level in 50 minutes. Soutar inexplicably 
dropped an ordinary-looking cross from Arfield and CARL FINNIGAN prodded the ball home 
from close range. The blue touchpaper had been ignited and Aberdeen threw everything at Falkirk. 
Loud Aberdeen penalty claims were waved aside when it was claimed Scobbie had handled a 
cross from Aluko, and then Milne blocked a Nicholson shot which looked destined to end up in the 
net. The game was now an end-to-end affair and as the minutes ticked away, it looked as though 
Falkirk might just make it. With seven minutes left for play, Aberdeen got that vital goal, but it was 
not without controversy. CHRIS MAGUIRE 
scored from a narrow angle after Aluko had 
supposedly kept the ball in play on the goal 
line. To many observers the ball had looked 
out, but the goal was given. 

Falkirk players and supporters were absolutely 
gutted. The team had given their all and had 
just fallen short. To many neutrals, the Bairns 
had been the better side and had certainly 
not lacked in effort and determination. More 
possession. More shots on target. More goal 
attempts. But – crucially – fewer goals. It was 
an ironic epitaph to the game and, in many 
ways, to Falkirk’s season as a whole.



ABERDEEN: Soutar, Maybury (s. de Visscher), Diamond, Considine, McNamara (s. Mackie), Foster, 
Nicholson, Severin, Aluko, Maguire (s. Duff), Miller.

Subs. Touazani, Bus, Walker, Langfield.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Aafjes, Barr, Milne (s. Higdon), Ross (s. Latapy), Cregg, McBride, Arfield, 
Scobbie, Finnigan (s. Moutinho), Barrett.

Subs. Riera, Clarke, Bradley, Supple.

There was some good news when Scott Arfield was nominated on the short list for the SPFA Young 
Player of the Year award. There were five games left in the bottom six and it would take all of 
manager Hughes’ skill and motivational ability to lift the players after such huge disappointment.

The goal-less draw against already relegated Gretna was hard to bear. Gretna brought 84 supporters 
with them – and 50 of those were complimentary tickets. The Gretna Dream was well and truly 
over. The most excitement many fans had was listening to the Grand National at 3.40 pm. It was 
a game to forget. St. Mirren won 1–0 at Love Street in a game when Arnau Riera was harshly red-
carded by referee Scott McDonald. Dorman’s goal in the 82nd minute was enough to take the three 
points. Falkirk beat Hearts 2–1 in a Monday night game in the mini-contest to finish seventh after 
the split. Goals from Scobbie and Finnigan ensured a good win against a lacklustre Hearts team and 
even their stand-in manager Steven Frail admitted that the win was ‘thoroughly deserved’. Four 
Academy graduates started the game for Falkirk – 19-year-old Chris Mitchell, joining Darren Barr, 
Tam Scobbie and Scott Arfield.

Hearts’ defeat at Tynecastle at the hands of Kilmarnock gave Falkirk the opportunity to leapfrog 
the Edinburgh side and they duly obliged with a 2–1 home win against Inverness. A last-minute 
penalty by Wilson gave the scoreline a flattering look for the visitors, but Falkirk were well in 
control. Higdon had been a menace all afternoon and he opened the scoring in 28 minutes. Finnigan 
added a second after 68 minutes and, in truth, Falkirk could have won by a far greater margin. 
Manager Hughes was starting a six-match touchline ban but enjoyed the game from his viewpoint 
in the stand.

The season ended with a trip to Rugby Park and there was a solemn mood at the ground after the 
tragic death of Tommy Burns, who had been a popular player and manager at Kilmarnock, winning 
promotion in 1993. ‘Mack the Knife’ was played at full blast before a well-respected minute’s 
applause for the popular Burns. The game itself was a poor one and too many players looked as 
though they were already in holiday mode. Paul Dalglish was in Jim Jefferies’ side, but missed a 
barrowload of chances to get on the score-sheet. It was a disappointing end to a season which could 
have been one of the best in recent times. 

The final football action of the year ended with two of Falkirk’s promising youngsters representing 
their country against Norway in an Under-21 International at Rugby Park. Chris Mitchell and Scott 
Arfield started the game and the young Scots were up against it when Calum Elliot was sent off 
after 57 minutes, and they eventually lost 4–1. It had been a traumatic day for manager Billy Stark, 
who had delivered an emotional eulogy for his friend and colleague Tommy Burns just a few hours 
earlier. It was a reminder that there were more important things in life than a football match.



Scottish Premier Celtic
Scottish First Division Hamilton Accies
Scottish Second Division Ross County
Scottish Third Division East Fife
Scottish Cup Rangers
Scottish League Cup Rangers
Scottish League Challenge Cup St. Johnstone
F.A. Cup Portsmouth
English Premiership Manchester United
English League Cup Tottenham

Transfers In
 
Kevin McBride (Darlington) loan
Stephen Bradley (Drogheda)
Billy Clarke (Ipswich) loan
Sean Supple (Ipswich) loan
Robert Olejnik (Aston Villa)
Michael Higdon (Crewe Alexandra)
Arnau Riera (Sunderland) loan
Gerard Aafjes (Haarlem)
Tim Krul (Newcastle) loan
Roman Wallner (F.C. Wie) 

 

Transfers Out
 
Stephen Thomson (Brighton)
Roman Wallner (Kalamata) loan
Brian Allison (Stirling Albion)
Graeme Churchill (released)
Mark Staunton (Ayr United) loan
Kevin Moffat (Stirling Albion) loan
Liam Craig (St. Johnstone) loan
John Stewart (Queen of the South) loan
Mark Twaddle (Partick Thistle)
Ryan McStay (Partick Thistle)
Jeroen Lambers (B.V. Veendam)
Stephen O’Donnell (Bohemians)
Tiago Rodrigues (released)
Vitor Lima (Ethikon Piraeus)
Alan Gow (Rangers)
Kasper Schmeichel (Manchester City) loan 
return
Karl Dodd (Wellington Phoenix)
Cedric Uras (Litex Lovech)
John Stewart (St. Johnstone) loan
Mark Stewart (Stranraer) loan
Chris Mitchell (Montrose) loan
Roman Wallner (Hamilton) loan
Scott Gibb (East Stirling) loan
Jamie Barclay (Partick Thistle) loan
Mark Staunton (Berwick Rangers) loan
Stewart Murdoch (Berwick Rangers) loan



CHAPTER TWO – SEASON 2008-09
A SCOTTISH CUP FINAL 

Scottish League SPL – 10th
Scottish Cup Final – lost to Rangers 1–0
Scottish League Cup Semi-final – lost to Rangers 3–0
Top League Scorer Lovell 8
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Arfield 3
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 4 –0 v Inverness (h) 21/3/09
Heaviest Defeat 4 –0 v Celtic (a) 8/4/09

Darren Barr was the proud Falkirk skipper who lined up for the obligatory SPL captains’ picture 
to promote the Clydesdale Bank trophy. The Stirlingshire Cup was cancelled, allegedly due to a 
dispute over referees’ fees, but Falkirk and Alloa were content to play their Section Two tie as a 
friendly. It was good to see Tam Scobbie have a full 90 minutes after his recent pelvic operation. 
The game ended in a 0–0 draw, although both sides had countless chances to score. Other games 
included one against Hartlepool United at Stirling University, when the game ended scoreless. 
Ross County drew 1–1 at the Falkirk Stadium, and a win was recorded over Queen’s Park Rangers, 
who were on a Scottish tour. A young Bairns side went down 2–1 at Shielfield Park, where Berwick 
Rangers, managed by ex-Bairns Alan McGonigal and Martin Mooney, had ex-Mariner John Lister in 
their ranks.

Falkirk fans were able to see their side in Europe, as the Bairns went on a mini-tour in The Nether-
lands, facing S.C. Cambuur, B.V. Veendam and S.C. Heerenveen. Falkirk started against Cambuur 
for the second year in a row with a strong line-up and the Dutch side came out on top 1–0 with 
a late winner from Ruud ter Heide, which drew deserved applause from the Falkirk fans in the 
crowd. Veendam were beaten 2–0, but Eredivisie side Heerenveen were vastly superior and ran out 
easy winners 4–0. The Dutch gave a display of the kind of passing game that manager John Hughes 
was trying to emulate and Falkirk were given a real lesson. The real thing started on Saturday, 
August 9th, with a visit from Rangers. It was to be the start of a bad month for the club, and four 
successive league defeats was not the start the club had been hoping for. Rangers had been defeated 
in Kaunas in a midweek European tie, but a 64th-minute goal from Andrius Velicka was enough 
to ease the Rangers nerves. Lee Bullen and Kevin McBride were Falkirk’s best players, but diehard 
Bairns fans felt that Rangers had been there for the taking. Michael Higdon had missed a penalty 
just after half time, and the big striker knew it. ‘We battered Rangers, passed them off the park and 
just didn’t make their keeper work hard enough.’ Ironically, the game was to be a taste of things 
to come when the two sides were to meet in the Scottish Cup Final. Few would have argued with 
manager John Hughes’ view that his side had lacked belief and conviction. The board had backed 
their manager with the recruitment of several experienced players and had hoped to build on 
the seventh-place finish. Of the new veterans, Lee Bullen looked the best, but 40-year-old Russell 
Latapy still looked a class act, if only in flashes. Captain Darren Barr had impressed the Scotland 
manager George Burley at the recent game against QPR and he was rewarded with a call-up to 
the national side against Northern Ireland at Hampden Park. He was the first Falkirk player to be 
included in a Scotland team since John White,49 years previously.

Played 2 – lost 2. Hibs ran out 3–2 winners at Easter Road, and Falkirk didn’t really recover from 
losing a goal after only 24 seconds. The defence was all over the place and Hibs could have scored a 
lot more. Despite all their possession, Hibs almost surrendered a point when Mark Stewart’s effort 
came back off a post, with keeper McNeil beaten. It wasn’t the ideal preparation to face Celtic in the 
next game.

Darren Barr came on as a second-half substitute for Scotland against Northern Ireland replacing 



Stephen McManus and partnered Davie Weir in the Scotland back four. Scotland drew 0–0 and 
lined up as follows:

SCOTLAND: Gordon (s. McGregor), Alexander, Weir (s. Berra), McManus (s. Barr), Naysmith, 
Brown, D. Fletcher (s. M. Stewart), Thomson (s. Robson), Morrison (s. Commons), McFadden, 
Miller.

Falkirk’s youngsters were earning plenty of praise and Scott Arfield was again outstanding as the 
Under-21s saw off Lithuania 3–0 in Marijampole. Chris Mitchell was again included in the squad. 
The success at International level was in sharp contrast with the club’s league form. A 3–0 defeat 
at Parkhead saw the club sink to the bottom of the table and remain the only Premier League club 
without a single point. Admittedly, the fixtures computer hadn’t done Falkirk any favours, but 
there were worrying signs that the team were in for a long, hard struggle. Jackie McNamara was on 
top form back on his old stomping ground, and while referee Iain Brines missed a handball for the 
opener, there was no doubting that the home side deserved their win.

A 3–1 League Cup win at Stark’s Park gave a bit of respite and it was not really a match to remem-
ber. It took a late goal six minutes from time by Mark Stewart to finally kill off a Raith side that had 
shown grit and determination. Referee Craig Thomson wasn’t going to get many Christmas cards 
with a Kirkcaldy postmark, as he gave several strange decisions in Falkirk’s favour. August ended 
with a visit from Inverness, and surely the first win could be recorded against Craig Brewster’s 
side?

Saturday August 30th 2008 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 INVERNESS C.T. 2
Stewart Cowie, Imrie
Attendance: 4,730 Referee: M. McCurry

Yet again, it was defensive frailty that cost Falkirk dearly and left 
them propping up the table. It had all started so well and MARK 
STEWART’s goal on the hour mark seemed to have settled the nerves 
in the home stands. Graham Barrett made the goal, chasing a lost 
cause before crossing for Stewart to hit home. It was very much against the run of play, and keeper 
Robert Olejnik had offered a one-man resistance to keep Inverness at bay. The lead only lasted eight 
minutes and again the defence was at fault. DON COWIE drove home from a Vigurs corner and 
from then on in there was only going to be one winner. DOUGIE IMRIE had only been on the park 
for a matter of minutes when he was given far too much room and fired home from 15 yards out. 

It was a case of role reversal as Inverness’s young strikers gave the Bairns defence a real going-over 
and their passing was excellent. One side had the drive and energy as the game progressed and 
it wasn’t Falkirk. John Hughes refused to blame the players, stating that they won as a team and 
lost as a team. Either way, there was a real crisis of confidence at the club and, despite the injury 
list, there were some real concerns about the calibre of some of the recruits. Certainly, Falkirk were 
missing Higdon, Riera, McCann and Latapy, and O’Brien and Lovell were clearly not match-fit, but 
the fact remained that only a bravura performance from Olejnik had kept the score down.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, McNamara, Bullen, Barr, Aafjes, Cregg, McBride, Arfield, M. Stewart, J. Stewart 
(s. Lovell), Barrett (s. O’Brien)

Subs. Mitchell, McCaffrey, Robertson, Scobbie, Flinders.

INVERNESS C.T.: Fraser, Tokely, McGuire, Duff, Hastings, Vigurs (s. Imrie), McBain (s.Wilson), 
Black, Cowie, Rooney, Wood (s. Barrowman)

Subs. Djebi-Zadi, McAllister, Gillespie, Esson.



Peter Duncan of Allied International was the new sponsor of the club’s Community Programme 
and a delighted Community Head Coach Tom Elliott expressed his appreciation of the gesture. 
The club’s future seemed to be in good hands with a comprehensive community programme and a 
first-class training headquarters at the University of Stirling. The Stirling project, funded by Sandy 
Alexander, was named as the Craig Gowans Football Centre in memory of the young player who 
was tragically killed at Little Kerse in 2005, aged only 17. Scotland boss George Burley formally 
opened the centre on August 25th 2008. The present team needed a win, and quickly.

The Falkirk Stadium hosted the Under-21 European Championship game between Scotland and 
Slovenia. A few days later, Scottish hopes were knocked when their Denmark counterparts won 1–0 
in Aalborg and Kasper Schmeichel was in outstanding form for the home side. Hearts were sitting 
in second place when they came to Falkirk and an away win looked a certainty with many neutrals. 
Scott Arfield’s last-minute winner broke the deadlock and earned the first league win of the season. 
As expected, Hearts had enjoyed the majority of the possession, but Falkirk showed remarkable 
resilience and deserved the win. Neil McCann was in outstanding form against his former club 
and got Falkirk off to an ideal start with a goal after only three minutes, when he fired home after a 
Barrett cutback had been diverted into his path by Berra. McCann hadn’t scored an SPL goal since 
February 2003 and his joy was obvious. His later career had been plagued by injuries and this was 
his first outing for five weeks. The second half was very physical and referee Thomson struggled to 
keep control. Michael Stewart equalised for the visitors and the midfielder was probably the best 
player on the park, constantly driving his team forward. Arfield’s goal was a real beauty, a curling 
shot hit firmly from 18 yards out, which gave keeper Kello no chance. With Dundee United going 
down 2–1 at Easter Road, the win lifted Falkirk off the foot of the table. 

New proposals were produced to drive forward the completion of the Falkirk Stadium and plans 
for a new South Stand financed by Sandy Alexander were welcomed by the Falkirk support. 
Falkirk F.C. were to take control of the playing facilities and the spectator accommodation, while 
Falkirk Council were to have exclusive access to the stadium-rental and site-development income. 
Chairman Campbell Christie announced that, since 2003, the football club had invested £3m in the 
stadium and he felt the proposed deal would allow both partners to develop the assets that they 
knew most about.

The 1–1 draw at Love Street was about right, as neither of the two teams did enough to win the 
match. Barrett put Falkirk ahead three minutes after the break, but the lead was short-lived. Meh-
met’s penalty, awarded after McBride had handled in the box, drew Saints level within three min-
utes and, in truth, neither side deserved to win. Falkirk were back at the bottom of the league after 
Dundee United recorded a rare win at Pittodrie with a Sandaza penalty. Falkirk progressed in the 
CIS Cup with a 3rd-round win at home against Queen of the South. McCann and Lovell scored the 
goals against a plucky Dumfries side and again Michael Higdon seemed to be the target of harsh 
refereeing decisions. For the second game in a row he asked to be taken off to avoid picking up a 
second caution and his manager seemed to have sympathy for the request. Falkirk’s winning goal 
seemed to be offside, and Queens manager Gordon Chisholm felt that the tie was heading for extra 
time when Lovell ran all of 30 yards, rounded keeper Bell and scored his first goal in a Falkirk shirt.

Falkirk’s next game, at home to Hamilton Accies, was to be televised on BBC Alba with a delayed 
transmission time of 7.30 pm. 

Saturday September 27th 2008 At The Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 4 HAMILTON ACCIES 1
Arfield (2), Lovell, O’Brien Olejnik (og)
Attendance: 4,734 Referee: M. Tumilty

Whether or not you spoke Gaelic, you could tell that the opening 45 minutes were less than en-
thralling. STEVE LOVELL’s opening goal just before half time was an oasis in a footballing desert 



of mediocrity. Lovell swept a pass from Barrett past a stranded Cerny 
and into the net. It really was a poor advert for the Premier League and 
the BBC Alba producer must have imagined a record low audience for 
the evening broadcast. The second half was a vast improvement, and 
the influence of Scott Arfield was a key to the home success. Hamilton’s 
promising young midfielders James McArthur and James McCarthy 
looked good and Accies had a real chance when Ettien headed a Graham 
cross against the post. Falkirk scored a vital second goal after a mazy run 
by SCOTT ARFIELD cut through the Hamilton defence, before firing a 
low shot past Cerny. It was an aspect of his game that Arfield was keen to 
improve and he was certainly going about it in style. Three minutes later, 
Hamilton gifted Falkirk a third goal. A poor clearance from keeper Cerny 
reached BURTON O’BRIEN some 30 yards out and he punished the keep-

er in style. SCOTT ARFIELD added a fourth from the penalty spot, after Graham had tripped Aafjes 
in the box. The game ended in bizarre fashion when Bairns keeper ROBERT OLEJNIK turned a 
McLenahan cross into his own net. Arfield was clearly the Man of the Match and he was voted SPL 
Young Player of the Month for September 2008. A star at club level and an influential player with 
Scotland Under-21s, surely it was a matter of time before he received a call-up to a Scotland squad?

FALKIRK: Olejnik, McNamara (s. Aafjes), Bullen, Barr, Scobbie, McBride (s. Cregg), Arfield, 
O’Brien, Higdon, Lovell, Barrett (s. Lynch)

Subs. J. Stewart, M. Stewart, McCaffrey, Flinders.

HAMILTON ACCIES: Cerny, Easton, McCarthy, Elebert, Graham, McArthur, Thomas (s. Offiong), 
Stevenson (s. McLenahan), Lyle (s. Ettien), Canning, Mensing.

The Falkirk Herald printed an apology for reporting that the Falkirk Stadium Company had gone 
into voluntary liquidation, and confirmed that the restructuring of the business had been a complex 
issue. Three new companies had been set up as a result of a process known as Members Voluntary 
Liquidation. The football club was to take over responsibility for all football-related areas. Some 
supporters had heard rumours that the football club itself was in financial difficulties and that the 
Hamilton game had been in doubt. These rumours were unfounded and the Herald confirmed this.

The game at Fir Park saw Motherwell emerge with all three points after a 3–2 win. It went some 
way to confirming manager John Hughes’ view that the fight for top league survival would be an 
intense one, and after eight league games, only three points separated the bottom six teams. St. 
Mirren beat Rangers in the shock result of the weekend and again Falkirk were in a vulnerable posi-
tion. The defeat at Fir Park was a bad one and individual errors, notably from McNamara and Ole-
jnik, cost Falkirk dearly. Motherwell were coming back after a heavy defeat to Nancy in the UEFA 
Cup and looked vulnerable at times – a shadow of the side that had done so well in the previous 
campaign. The main plus point was the showing of Steve Lovell, who was starting to look like a 
real threat to defences. Next up was Aberdeen and the two sides were joint bottom of the table on 
seven points from their opening eight games. The table doesn’t lie and any statistician could see 
that the goals-against column was the problem – Falkirk had conceded 15 goals – the worst record 
in the division.

As expected, Olejnik was dropped for the game with Flinders taking his place in goals. Aberdeen 
were coming off five successive defeats and looked a shaky outfit. Falkirk fans, players and man-
agement came away from the game feeling that they had been mugged, such was the injustice of it 
all. Manager Jimmy Calderwood admitted that it was the worst his side had played in weeks and 
hinted that Aberdeen had been lucky – very lucky. Few in a crowd of 5,662 would have disagreed 
with that assessment. Dean Holden made his return after his lengthy absence following that leg 
break against Celtic. Aberdeen were poor and seemed to be content on keeping Falkirk out. Lee 
Miller headed home a Considine cross for the only goal of the game in 48 minutes. Lee Bullen was 



red-carded in stoppage time for a ‘foul’ on Severin, one of several bewildering decisions by referee 
Willie Collum, who seemed to be in a world of his own. His performance was woeful, but Falkirk 
couldn’t lay the blame at the referee’s door. Falkirk were rooted at the foot of the table because they 
were unable to get the points some of their build-up play merited. Few Bairns fans fancied a trip to 
high-flying Kilmarnock, who were sitting in third place.

Falkirk won 2–1 at Rugby Park despite losing Steve Lovell for a stupid red card when he shoved 
Hamill. The incident led to a mass brawl and Barrett was booked by referee McCurry. The official 
was struggling to keep control and he incurred the wrath of Killie boss Jim Jefferies when he 
seemed to blow up early after only three minutes of stoppage time. Killie had pulled a goal back 
right at the death and seemed to be going all out for a dramatic equaliser. Falkirk had been cruising 
up until the dismissal, with Lovell’s opening goal after 29 minutes and Arfield’s 65th-minute 
penalty giving them a well-earned lead. It was very much backs-to-the-wall stuff after the red card, 
but Falkirk held out. Scott Flinders looked assured in goals and justified the faith his manager 
had shown in him. In fairness, you could see why football fans rage at some refereeing decisions. 
Falkirk’s penalty was a soft one and Barrett was ‘fouled’ just as much as Severin had been in 
Falkirk’s previous game against Aberdeen – hardly at all. Referees needed to differentiate between 
real fouls and players going down at the slightest hint of contact. 

The Tuesday night CIS Cup encounter with Inverness was a vital one for Falkirk, and gave them a 
real chance of reaching the last four in the competition for the fifth time. Neil McCann’s 35th-min-
ute goal took Falkirk through but the game was anything but a classic encounter. McCann was the 
outstanding player in a surprisingly subdued match. Manager Craig Brewster claimed his side 
were hard done by and many thought they should have had a penalty when Aafjes seemed to bring 
Rooney down in the box. On a bitterly cold night, only 3,007 spectators turned up, and it was ask-
ing a lot of the Caley Thistle support to make a long journey for a midweek game in a tournament 
that continued to be seen by some as relatively unimportant.

Show Racism the Red Card Day saw a 0–0 draw against Dundee United and Bairns fans were able 
to brandish their cards again when Roy O’Donovan was sent off for a late challenge on Gerard 
Aafjes in the 56th minute. United retreated into a defensive shell afterwards and held on for a point. 
It was a frustrating afternoon all round, and the United central defensive pairing of Dods and Wilk-
ie easily dealt with the cross balls into the box. United were looking for their seventh successive win 
and were glad to escape with a point, which kept them in fifth place.

The visit to bottom club Hamilton Accies ended all square and many felt that Billy Reid’s side could 
have taken all three, rather than have to settle for one from the 1–1 draw. Falkirk yet again had no 
cutting edge and they looked like a side who missed the influential figure of Russell Latapy, who 
was now rapidly approaching retirement after a glittering career. McCarthy’s opener in 36 minutes 
was a real beauty, crashing home a half-volley after a poor defensive clearance. Many fans felt it was 
a great shame that Scotland would be denied his services as the player had elected to represent the 
Republic of Ireland instead. He was an undoubted talent and even the Falkirk support applauded 
that goal. The introduction of Higdon for Cregg at half time soon paid dividends, and the big striker 
levelled matters four minutes after his introduction. Darren Barr was in outstanding form at the 
heart of a busy Falkirk rearguard and they just about deserved their point. The Falkirk player was 
again in the Scotland squad for the friendly against Argentina at Hampden Park on November 19th.

A 1–1 draw up in Inverness was a fair result, but keeper Scott Flinders had a game to forget. He was 
badly at fault for the goal and he seemed to panic at cross balls. Rooney’s late goal had cancelled 
out Higdon’s opener and denied a Bairns win that the 183 Falkirk fans had so badly wished for. 
Hamilton Accies were starting to lose touch at the foot of the table and Falkirk were gradually 
picking up points. A 1–0 home win over Motherwell opened a six-point gap from the basement club 
and again it was Michael Higdon who was on the score-sheet. Flinders was retained in goals and he 
justified the selection with one great save from Porter, late in the game, which kept all three points 
in Falkirk. 



RUSSELL LATAPY

Those who saw him play at his peak will rate him as one of the best 
players to have turned out for Falkirk. Like Simon Stainrod before him, 
we all knew he was coming towards the end of his career, but showed 
touches of great skill and amazing vision, and quickly endeared him-
self to the Bairns supporters. Over the years, Falkirk fans have seen 
great players come to the club, when many thought the signing was 
a bit of an extravagance, and some have proved inspirational. Russell 
Latapy was certainly that. Eccentric, quixotic, maverick, unpredictable 
– there are many adjectives to describe the player – but all who played 
with and against him, acknowledge his innate ability, talent and skill. 
From humble origins in Trinidad and Tobago, he became a national 
hero, both as a player and as a coach, and he established a charitable 
foundation to help young children in his homeland.

His football talents were obvious at an early age and he starred in his country’s squads at Under-16 
and Under-19 levels. His playing career took him to Portugal, firstly with Coimbra, then Porto and 
Boavista. He became the first Trinidadian to play in the Champions League when he played with 
F.C. Porto who were then managed by Bobby Robson. He then moved to Scotland and played with 
Hibs, Rangers, Dundee United and finally Falkirk. He was always a relaxed character and many 
of his managers were prepared to turn a blind eye to some of his eccentricities as long as he kept 
producing the goods on the park. He picked up many awards as Player of the Month and Player 
of the Season both at club and national levels. At Falkirk, he enjoyed a real Indian summer to his 
career and played on into his forties. He was an inspirational figure and his close control and ability 
to pick out a killer pass were legendary. He turned many games on his own and he was hugely 
respected within the game. Falkirk missed his influence when time eventually caught up with him 
and he retired in January 2009. He was a hugely popular figure with the supporters and a Russell 
Latapy Day was organised in his honour. At Falkirk, he took the reserve team and it was no sur-
prise when he was being quoted for various coaching positions. He was a successful coach of the 
Trinidad and Tobago national side. He coached in Portugal at Boavista, before joining John Hughes 
again up in Inverness. At the time of writing, Russell is assistant coach of the Soca Warriors again.

At International level, he represented Trinidad and Tobago on 81 occasions, scoring 29 goals in the 
process, and was a member of the national side at the 2006 World Cup Finals in Germany, playing 
against Paraguay in the final group game. 

‘The Little Magician’, as he was affectionately known, well deserves his place in the Falkirk Hall of 
Fame, and will be fondly remembered. In an age of conformity and stereotypes, where statistics and 
data about players determine their worth, Russell would be seen as a high-risk signing. That John 
Hughes sought him out ‘somewhere in Portugal’ was a masterstroke. He knew him well from their 
days at Easter Road and he was an inspirational signing. Like many of the legends in the game, he 
had his flaws, but he was without doubt a real genius – and he played for Falkirk.

RUSSELL LATAPY FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                137 (1)                League Goals 42          
League Cup Games        10 (3)       League Cup Goals 2
Scottish Cup Games        7 (2) Scottish Cup Goals 0 
Challenge Cup Games     5     Challenge Cup Goals 3

Overnight vandalism to a crossbar in Tynecastle had forced the club to call in welders to repair the 
damage, but the game against Falkirk went ahead.

Falkirk’s injury-depleted side were beaten by a confident Hearts side and the performance of 
Andrew Driver was the determining factor. The left-winger had a match to remember, rounding 



off a memorable match with the winning goal in 58 minutes. Many neutrals felt there wasn’t much 
between the two teams, given that Hearts were in third place. Their opening goal was another 
example of referees being conned by players backing into their markers. Christian Nade clearly did 
so to Darren Barr, but referee Eddie Smith awarded a free kick from which Bruno Aguiar scored. 

Falkirk faced the other Edinburgh side at the Falkirk Stadium on the following Saturday on ‘Russell 
Latapy Day’. Bairnstrust officials presented the player with a special kilt before the game. The 
stands were full of Trinidad and Tobago flags, fans wore Latapy wigs and a giant No. 10 shirt was 
paraded round the ground. Ashton Ford, an attaché from the Trinidad and Tobago High Commis-
sion, was the guest of honour. Latapy didn’t play in the game and Falkirk fans knew his departure 
was imminent. The match itself ended in a 1–1 draw as Hibs substitute Colin Nish cancelled out 
Darren Barr’s 69th-minute opener with a goal seven minutes from time. A draw was about right, as 
Hibs finished strongly, especially after their substitutions.

Too many draws were starting to pull the club back into the danger zone, and a 2–1 home defeat 
at the hands of lowly St. Mirren did little to ease the tension as the club started their December 
programme of games. Jackie McNamara was sent off by referee Dougie McDonald after a foul on 
Jim Hamilton in 55 minutes and Falkirk were up against it from there on in.They gave it a go how-
ever, and in the closing moments, Higdon and Lovell had point-blank efforts cleared off the line 
by Hamilton and Ross respectively. Next up was a trip to Pittodrie which had never been a happy 
hunting ground.

Lee Miller scored twice to continue Aberdeen’s recent league improvement which had seen them 
climb off the bottom of the league to sit within six points of third placed Dundee United. Lovell’s 
last-minute goal was really too little too late and the 50-year-old run without a win in the Granite 
City continued.

Setanta TV showed the Falkirk–Celtic game live on the afternoon of Sunday, December 21st and the 
Hoops ran out 3–0 winners. Two of the Celtic goals came in stoppage time and Falkirk were still 
very much in the game until these latter stages. Again it was a case of Groundhog Day as Falkirk 
showed an inability to translate neat possession passing into effective goal threats. They had chanc-
es too, and it took an O’Dea goal-line clearance to deny Lovell, who had rounded keeper Boruc. 
Falkirk looked to be in need of a regular, reliable goalkeeper as Olejnik once again caused some 
moments of panic in the home support. Few could argue with the match statistics, however. Celtic 
had 16 goal attempts to Falkirk’s five. 

The year ended with a trip to Tannadice and it proved a really entertaining game. Scott Robertson’s 
21st-minute goal was all that separated the sides but there were plenty of goalmouth incidents and 
a fair few meaty challenges. Darren Barr was sent off with eight minutes left to play after a foul 
on Flood. The narrowness of the scoreline flattered Falkirk and the form slump continued. Scott 
Arfield felt it was essential that the club kept John Hughes and Darren Barr, although there were 
rumours that others were seeking their services. The Bairns’ boss refused to abandon his principles 
and his belief in a passing game. The Old Year ended with a Premier League table that worried 
many Falkirk supporters. The bottom three clubs were all on 17 points, and they were Hamilton, 
Inverness, and Falkirk. December 2008 had been a miserable month for the club, with four defeats 
from four games. Things could only get better, surely?

The Ne’erday game saw a home match against Kilmarnock, and the honour of scoring the first 
Bairns goal of 2009 fell to Steve Lovell four minutes before the break. Fernandez equalised in the 
second period and again there were few complaints about the eventual outcome. Falkirk were 
dropping points due to their inability to score goals, and the pattern that had seen them win once 
in ten games before the end of the year looked like it was continuing. Even the Falkirk goal had an 
element of luck about it, and even the scorer must have known it was a swipe that ended up beat-
ing keeper Rascle. Falkirk ended up hanging on and the home support heaved a sigh of relief when 
Simmonds’ header from a Bryson cross rattled off the bar and out to safety. Falkirk hadn’t beaten 



Killie at home since 1996 and the threat of relegation was looming large. Hamilton’s 2–0 win over 
Aberdeen increased the tension.

Would a good cup run help or hinder matters? Falkirk had been given a home tie against Queen of 
the South, who were more than capable of causing cup upsets.

Saturday January 10th 2009 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 4 QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 2
Barrett 2, Arfield 2 Wilson, Harris
Attendance: 3,425 Referee: C. Richmond

Falkirk faced former Bairns Jamie McQuilken and Steve Tosh and, 
for a while, the Dumfries side looked capable of adding another 
SPL name to their list of conquests. There were plenty of nerves 
on show, and even Falkirk’s opener did little to suggest that the 
tie was over. SCOTT ARFIELD converted a penalty kick, award-
ed after Barr had pulled Barrett’s shirt. Queens fought back and 
stunned the home support when BARRY WILSON equalised 
four minutes before the break. If that was a shock, worse was to 
follow, when ROBERT HARRIS gave the visitors the lead with a 
stunning free kick two minutes after the restart. The away support 
had hardly sat down again when Falkirk equalised. It was a 
crucial goal – and in hindsight was the one that saved the cup run. 
SCOTT ARFIELD was again the hero hitting home a good cross 

from McCann. Queens boss Gordon Chisholm felt that, at 2–1 ahead, his side looked more than 
capable of going on to win the game, but Arfield’s goal was to prove crucial. Falkirk added two 
more goals, to seal a tie that had been anything but easy. Keeper Robinson parried Barr’s low shot 
and GRAHAM BARRETT fired home the rebound. The tie was sealed when GRAHAM BARRETT 
added a fourth goal after good work from substitute Mark Stewart. Queens had been worthy oppo-
nents and Falkirk’s manager knew that the win had to be dug out. Maybe the 4–2 scoreline flattered 
Falkirk, but the large away support had seen their team give their all and only in the later stages 
did they run out of steam. In some parts, they had looked a better side than Falkirk and had shown 
the form that had taken them all the way to the Final in 2008.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, McNamara, Bullen (s. Holden), Barr, Scobbie, Arfield, McBride, O’Brien (s. M. 
Stewart), McCann, Higdon (s. Finnigan), Barrett.

Subs. Riera, Andrews.

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH: Robinson, McLauchlan, Harris, MacFarlane, Barr, Lancaster, Wilson (s. 
Burns), Tosh (s. Dobbie), Kean, Robertson (s. O’Connor), McQuilken.

Subs. Reid, Halliwell.

The cup draw gave Falkirk an away tie at Tynecastle, after Hearts had beaten their Edinburgh rivals 
Hibs 2–0 at Easter Road in a Sunday tie. With Hamilton facing Inverness, it was a distinct possi-
bility that Falkirk could find themselves back at the foot of the table after a fixture at Ibrox. Steve 
Lovell gave Falkirk the lead after 12 minutes, when he finished off a good move involving Scobbie 
and McCann. Falkirk fans were stunned and were in protest mood, when referee Collum awarded 
a penalty on the stroke of half time when he, and only he, thought that Cregg had fouled Boyd. The 
Rangers striker ‘made the most of contact’, as one reporter stated. Anyway, Boyd hammered home, 
much to the delight of the Ibrox support and to the complete dismay of the Falkirk players, man-
agement and support– and of most of the press box as well. Collum seemed to lose control when he 
sent off Cregg for raising his studs to Mendes, when a yellow seemed more appropriate. Papac was 
similarly dealt with after a cynical body-check on Mark Stewart. Rangers added two goals in the 



final ten minutes, to make the final score a bit flattering for the home side. Few could have argued 
with John Hughes when he said he felt that the referee had three big calls to make and he may well 
have got them all wrong. 

The relegation battle looked like it would be between Falkirk and Inverness, and the single point 
gained at Fir Park was an invaluable one. It came courtesy of a spectacular goal from Dean Holden, 
who caught an Arfield right-wing cross and volleyed past a helpless keeper Smith. Falkirk were 
realizing that they were in a battle for survival, and they would have to fight, fight and fight to get 
out of it. It meant that the pretty football would have to be jettisoned and ‘winning ugly’ might 
have to be the priority. Two points separated the bottom two, while Hamilton had opened up a 
four-point gap and had a game in hand. Falkirk were to face Rangers in the semi-final of the CIS 
Cup on the following Tuesday night.

Tuesday January 27th 2009 At Hampden Park
RANGERS 3 FALKIRK 0
Novo 2, Boyd
Attendance: 24,507  Referee: C. Richmond

Falkirk were well beaten in this semi-final and few 
could have argued with the outcome. Novo’s two 
first-half goals effectively ended the game as a contest 
and Falkirk’s old failing was all too evident – no 
cutting edge in the final third of the park. They had 
started well enough and the five-man defence seemed 
to be causing Rangers problems in the early stages. 
Lovell had two chances before Novo scored in the 
eighth minute, and he brought out one great save 
from McGregor just as the away supporters were 
about to acclaim a goal. NACHO NOVO prodded 
home from close range to settle any Rangers nerves 
after Bougherra flicked on a Mendes corner. McCann 
missed a great chance for Falkirk after a through ball 
by Cregg, and his final shot was poor. On his Falkirk 
debut, Dani Mallo brought off good saves from 
Mendes and Boyd. Just as it seemed Falkirk could 
hold out until the break, NACHO NOVO scored 
again. Davis set him up and he fired into the corner of the net to leave Mallo helpless. The tie was 
Rangers’ to lose and, despite efforts from McBride, Arfield and Bullen, Falkirk couldn’t find a way 
to get back into the match. Rangers moved up a gear and Davis almost scored the best goal of the 
month after a dazzling run past four-white shirted defenders. You just knew that Rangers would 
score again and you might have guessed it would be that man Boyd again who would get it. Mallo 
was badly at fault, as he tried to dribble out of defence and Boyd was able to roll the ball into an 
empty net after dispossessing the Bairns keeper. Falkirk were poor on the night and just weren’t 
good enough to progress to the Final. John Hughes tried everything to rescue the tie, changing 
formation and personnel, but the lack of forward options was all too obvious on the night. 

RANGERS: McGregor, Broadfoot, Weir, Mendes, Papac, B. Ferguson (s. McCulloch), Bougherra, 
Davis, Boyd, Novo, Naismith (s. Fleck).

Subs. Whittaker, Miller, Alexander.

FALKIRK: Mallo, McNamara, Bullen (s. Higdon), Pressley, Barr, Scobbie, McBride, Cregg (s. M. 
Stewart), McCann, Arfield, Lovell.

Subs. O’Brien, Holden, Olejnik.



The month ended with a vital home-league match against bogey team Aberdeen and few expected 
anything other than an away win. Wrong. After 15 years, 17 defeats and five draws, Falkirk finally 
beat the Dons. Unexpected? With Inverness entertaining Celtic in the Sunday game, it was crucial 
that Falkirk didn’t lose this game. John Hughes had certainly shuffled the pack with the introduc-
tion of new signings, but so far they hadn’t gelled to make a team. Michael Higdon’s goal after 55 
minutes was enough to take the three precious points, and it was a goal to savour. Holden found 
Higdon, who passed to Lovell. He held the ball well and turned it back into Higdon’s path. The ris-
ing left-foot drive gave Langfield no chance and even Dons manager Jimmy Calderwood conceded 
that it had been a goal fit to win any game. Steven Pressley was outstanding in the home defence 
and looked to be the kind of inspirational figure the side needed in their quest to survive in the 
top flight. The battle for survival was very much on and Inverness had taken a point from leaders 
Celtic. The gap between Falkirk and Inverness was four points.

Despite the lowly league position, Falkirk players were still being recognised at International level. 
Jamie Barclay, Chris Mitchell, Tam Scobbie, Scott Arfield and Mark Stewart were in the Scotland 
Under-21 squad to join a training camp in Dunblane, while Darren Barr was included in George 
Burley’s squad for a similar event at St. Andrews. The next club action would be the Scottish Cup 
tie against Hearts at Tynecastle.

Saturday February 7th 2009 At Tynecastle 
HEARTS 0 FALKIRK 1 
 Lovell
Attendance: 14,569                 Referee: D. McDonald

Not a game for those of a nervous disposition, as referee McDonald 
dished out nine yellow and two red cards in an attempt to keep a 
lid on this Scottish Cup tie. The game had everything you could 
wish for to liven up a cold winter’s day – blood, guts, controversy, 
cards galore and enough talking points to fill a week of phone-ins. 
The referee was at the centre of everything and the home support 
were seething with anger at the final whistle. There was a good 
away support and they got right behind their team from the first 
whistle.

Falkirk were a different proposition this time round and they were 
prepared to battle for every ball. Hearts shaded the opening half 
and in Driver they had a real danger man. Glen had two good chances to put Hearts ahead and 
Falkirk were rarely seen in attack. Their best chance fell to Lovell but Balogh dived at his feet as 
he was about to shoot. The second half was a totally different game and the excitement more than 
made up for a fairly dull opening half. Finnigan replaced Riera in 56 minutes and the first goal 
came three minutes later. The Hearts supporters were livid at the goal being allowed to stand.

STEVE LOVELL headed a ball from McNamara, which came back off the crossbar and over the line. 
Finnigan followed up to make sure but Hearts made strong appeals for an offside decision. Lovell 
looked an isolated figure when he struck, but TV evidence suggested that he was onside when the 
ball was played through. Higdon had the ball in the net two minutes later and there were ironic 
cheers when this time an offside flag was raised. Falkirk fans feared the worst when referee McDon-
ald pointed to the spot after Holden challenged Driver, and the defender seemed to have won the 
ball cleanly. Falkirk players pleaded with the referee to consult with his linesman and McDonald 
was brave enough to change his mind and award a corner instead. Again TV evidence seemed to 
show that the correct decision was reached, albeit after a lengthy delay. Tynecastle was absolutely 
bouncing after this and Falkirk’s defence came under enormous pressure. Barr, Pressley and Bullen 
stood firm as the maroon shirts swarmed forward. They had clear chances and Driver hit the bar, 
before Aguiar’s free kick was only inches away. 



Just when you thought you had seen it all, Zaliukas and Finnigan chased a loose ball and the pair 
tumbled to the ground. Astonishingly, Zaliukas punched the Falkirk substitute twice as he lay on 
the ground. There was only one outcome a red card. The place was like bedlam and some players 
lost their cool. Arfield was sent off in stoppage time for a foul on Obua, his second offence of the af-
ternoon, and there seemed to be an inordinate amount of extra time. The atmosphere was becoming 
seriously alarming and, at the final whistle, McDonald needed an escort to reach the safety of the 
dressing-room. Falkirk’s heroes were all in defence and the ex-Hearts players Pressley and McCann 
would have relished the return to their former club. While referee McDonald was not the most 
popular man around Gorgie, the three big decisions he called were correct. Obua had played Lovell 
onside for the vital goal and the two red cards were merited. The decision to award Hearts their 
penalty was more open to debate. From the press box and from the linesman’s view, it looked like 
a fair challenge, but TV evidence suggested it was a very close call as to when contact was actually 
made.

HEARTS: Balogh, Neilson, Zaliukas, Karipidis, Wallace, Obua, Glen (s. Elliot), Stewart, Aguiar, 
Driver, Jonsson (s. Kingston).

Subs. Thomson, Mrowiec, Kello.

FALKIRK: Mallo, McNamara (s. Cregg), Holden, Bullen, Pressley, Barr, McCann (s. O’Brien), 
Arfield, Higdon, Lovell, Riera (s. Finnigan)

Subs. M. Stewart, Olejnik.

Meanwhile, back in the struggle for SPL survival, Falkirk were in Paisley to face a St. Mirren side 
who were only four points ahead of them. The game ended in a 2–2 draw and it took a Scott Arfield 
penalty five minutes from time to earn the point. Jack Ross was adamant that the ball from Mark 
Stewart’s flicked header had come off his shoulder, but the award stood. Falkirk weren’t at their 
best but did well to come back twice against a Saints side for whom Andy Dornan was in outstand-
ing form. A home defeat at the hands of Hamilton increased the pressure on manager Hughes, 
especially as Inverness had beaten Hibs 2–0 and closed the points gap to one. He called for a siege 
mentality and people who can handle the pressure. Against Hamilton they were in short supply. 
The Accies enjoyed the greater share of possession and in James McCarthy they had a player who 
was surely destined for greater things.

A goal-less draw at Easter Road saw a torrent of booing directed towards manager Mixu Paate-
lainen and his charges at the end of a poor game between two nervous teams. Falkirk created more 
chances but, as was too often the case, failed to take them. Hibs were woeful, and despite having 
made 15 signings since his arrival, Paatelainen’s days looked to be numbered. Falkirk were proba-
bly the better team on the day, and Mark Stewart had a great chance in the closing seconds to take 
all three points. 

Falkirk were a worrying five points behind St. Mirren after a hugely disappointing 1–0 home defeat 
by Dundee United on Tuesday, March 3rd. It was a moment of madness from Tam Scobbie that 
gave away the penalty as he handled a cross from Dixon when there seemed to be little danger. 
Falkirk fans booed their side off the park, and many began to fear the worst. Falkirk were propping 
up the Premier League, after Terry Butcher’s side had won at Ibrox, and were one point behind In-
verness. A cup tie up in Inverness against their relegation rivals was maybe not what many wanted.

Saturday March 7th 2009 At Caledonian Stadium
INVERNESS C.T. 0 FALKIRK 1
 Finnigan (pen)
Attendance: 3,024 Referee: S. Conroy



This was another battle and, just as they 
had shown at Tynecastle in the fifth round, 
Falkirk had the stomach for it. They were 
under the cosh for long periods, but the 
game turned on the sending-off in 30 min-
utes of Inverness defender Lionel Djebi-Za-
di. O’Brien’s cross from the left was headed 
on by Lovell but the defender elected to 
block Finnigan rather than try to inter-
cept the ball himself. The resulting rugby 
tackle would not have been out of place at 
Murrayfield and left referee Conroy with 

little option other than a red card. CARL FINNIGAN converted the resulting penalty kick for the 
only goal of the game. Credit to the ten men for sticking to their task – it was sometimes hard to tell 
which team were a man down. Barr and Duncan had a very personal battle and both were booked 
for a particularly robust encounter. 

Falkirk were pinned back for long periods, and Barr did well to head an effort off the line from 
Kerr. It looked as if an equaliser was inevitable, as the home side changed formations and threw 
caution to the wind. Mallo had to come to the rescue late in the game with some great saves, 
notably one from Foran, when he was through one-on-one with the keeper, who denied him a goal, 
which Inverness probably merited. Manager John Hughes was quick to acknowledge that his Span-
ish goalkeeper had saved the game and taken Falkirk through to their second Hampden semi-final 
of the season. 

INVERNESS C.T.: Esson, Tokely, Mihadjuks, Munro, Djebi-Zadi, Morais (s. Rooney), Black (s. Kerr), 
Duncan, Foran, Imrie, Odhiambo (s. Hastings).

Subs. Fraser, McBain.

FALKIRK: Mallo, Bullen, Barr, Pressley, Scobbie, Cregg, Riera, O’Brien, Finnigan (s. Aafjes), Lovell, 
M. Stewart.

Subs. Holden, McBride, Lynch, Olejnik.

There was no denying the crunch match of the day on March 24th  – the relegation six-pointer 
between Falkirk and Inverness. Falkirk were bottom and nothing less than a win would do. Terry 
Butcher’s side knew it and a good crowd took their seats expecting a nervy and close contest. In 
the end, it was a valuable three points for the home side who won comfortably in the end with two 
goals from Finnigan, one from Stewart and an Arfield penalty. That two of the goals came in the 
final eight minutes against ten men maybe puts a different slant on things. Falkirk were already 
2–0 ahead when keeper Ryan Esson was sent off for bringing Finnigan down and conceding the 
penalty, as well as incurring a red card. Falkirk were now closing the gap and bringing St. Mirren 
and Kilmarnock down into the dogfight as well. There was even a chance that the season could end 
up with an amazing finale – escape from relegation and a cup-final appearance. 

In Albasan, Scott Arfield, Chris Mitchell and Tam Scobbie represented Scotland Under-21s against 
their Albanian counterparts, and a late Chris Maguire penalty gave the young Scots a 1–0 win in 
their Euro 2011 campaign opener. Scobbie in particular was outstanding and all three Falkirk play-
ers kept their place for the return leg at the Falkirk Stadium four days later. This time, Scotland won 
5–2 with goals from Goodwillie, Maguire, Shinnie, Murphy and McGinn.

Falkirk’s next two league games were against the Old Firm, and few expected anything other than 
two defeats. Falkirk knew what they had to do in the Sunday fixture, knowing that Inverness had 
beaten St. Mirren 2–1 in another six-pointer the previous day. Falkirk played really well and it was a 



sore one to take. Boyd’s goal in the ninth minute was all that separated the two teams and Rangers 
were extremely lucky to escape with a win. Davie Weir held their defence together with a tremen-
dous display in the middle of their defence. Falkirk looked a much better outfit in the later stages, 
and there was a strong penalty shout when Whittaker barged Higdon in the box after trying to 
meet a cross from Aafjes. The games were running out and next up was the title-chasing Celtic side.

It was a pretty one-sided affair and you felt that Falkirk were going to bank their future on the 
games after the split, rather than attempt Mission Impossible and win at Parkhead. 4–0 was a bit 
hard on Falkirk, even though the last two goals came in the final ten minutes of an uneventful 
game. Only Arfield and Barr emerged with any real credit and keeper Dani Mallo kept the score 
down with great saves from McGeady, McDonald and McManus. A vital encounter at Kilmarnock 
loomed large as the attention turned to survival and picking up points against the bottom six teams 
in the league.

Falkirk fans were furious at their team’s display at Rugby Park and the manager was feeling the 
heat. ‘I need to look at the team I picked and maybe I have to take responsibility – maybe I got it 
wrong.’ That would go down like a lead balloon with the supporters, who had seen their side turn 
in a woeful performance. A good away support had been badly let down and supporters’ groups 
were demanding action from the board. Kevin Kyle, so often a target for the Scotland boo-boys, 
scored a hat-trick and was in devastating form. Kilmarnock won all the vital battles and Falkirk 
looked toothless, rudderless and hopeless. After the match there was talk of a vote of no confidence 
in the team manager and opinions of bus conveners were being sought.

Falkirk fans besieged the phone-ins, and their anger, despair and frustration were obvious. They 
had lost their belief that this situation could be rescued, although wiser counsel suggested that 
timing was all. Did you really want to change the management at this stage of the season? Falkirk’s 
situation was desperate, with their superior goal difference being reduced drastically by recent 
heavy defeats. Falkirk were four points adrift and Bairnstrust representatives led a campaign to 
have John Hughes replaced before the match against Hearts on April 18th. They penned a letter to 
chairman Campbell Christie, calling for a change in management, and demonstrations were being 
suggested. It contained the following summary:

‘It is clear that this is the most galvanised supporters have been in their opinions of the club 
management since the days of John Lambie, and that on Saturday a tipping point was reached 
when even the biggest supporters of the current management joined the demands for changes to be 
made.’

The game against Hearts went ahead with John Hughes still in charge and the goal-less draw took 
Falkirk to within four points of Inverness with a trip to the Highland capital yet to come. Hughes 
felt the fans’ letter had galvanised the players and he deplored the ‘abysmal timing’ of it.  He called 
for the board to take firm action against the people responsible for the letter. The recent vote of 
confidence given to him by the board was not enough to appease the irate manager and his feelings 
were real and genuine. He felt he had been let down, and badly. He was still confident that the club 
would survive, but some big results would be needed. Worryingly, Falkirk had only scored in one 
of their last seven matches, and that was the 4–0 thrashing of Inverness. 

The last thing Falkirk needed before a Scottish Cup semi-final was a civil war, and yet that’s what 
was going on. Fan discontent, tension, blame, rumours, anger – all this as a backdrop for a game in 
a Final at Hampden, which could earn a place in the Europa League. 

Sunday April 26th 2009 At Hampden Park
FALKIRK 2 DUNFERMLINE 0
Scobbie, Arfield
Attendance: 17,124 Referee: D. MacDonald



Falkirk advanced to their fourth Scottish 
Cup Final to face Rangers after seeing off 
a Dunfermline side that had resisted well 
until TAM SCOBBIE scored and knock 
the stuffing out of them. The first half was 
fairly evenly contested and there wasn’t 
much for the sparse crowd to enthuse over. 
The central defensive pairing of Barr and 
Aafjes looked more than capable of holding 
the aerial attacks from the Fife side. It was 
noticeable that several players were finding 
it difficult to keep their footing on the infa-
mous Hampden pitch, which had attracted 
so much recent criticism.

Scobbie’s goal came eight minutes into the second half, when McCann’s free kick was whipped 
into the area, and the unmarked Falkirk defender met the ball to give keeper Gallacher no chance. 
Dunfermline were badly affected by the goal and they seemed to sense that it was not to be their 
day. They used all three substitutes in an attempt to get back into the game, and pushed forward 
in search of an equaliser. They had a few chances and the high balls rained into the Bairns’ penalty 
box. The Falkirk defence stood firm, and when McCann was brought down in the box by Ross 
with only minutes left, SCOTT ARFIELD hit the resulting penalty past Gallacher’s right-hand side. 
The goal was celebrated with relief as much as anything else, and there had been no denying that 
Falkirk deserved to win a scrappy game. 

Dunfermline fans were quick to acknowledge that their team had been a big disappointment, espe-
cially after their result at Pittodrie. Manager Jim McIntyre agreed. ‘We didn’t do enough and didn’t 
show enough bravery. We played it safe too often and I think my young boys froze.’

Higdon was a real menace to the Pars’ back four and, this time around, Falkirk were able to find an 
end product for their passing game. The added bonus was that, with Rangers already in the Cham-
pions League, Falkirk had qualified for Europe for the first time in their history.

The two goal-scorers were products of the Falkirk Academy, and manager John Hughes dedicated 
the win to the memory of the late Craig Gowans, who had been their contemporary before his 
tragic death at Little Kerse. Falkirk now faced five more Cup Finals in their quest to retain their SPL 
place. 

FALKIRK: Mallo, Scobbie, Aafjes, Barr, McNamara, McCann (s. Cregg), O’Brien, Riera (s. McBride), 
Arfield, Higdon, Finnigan (s. Stewart).

Subs. Bullen, Olejnik.

DUNFERMLINE: Gallacher, Woods, Wilson, Scott Thomson, McCann, Phinn, Bell (s. Kirk), Glass, 
Bayne, Mole (s. Loy), Burke.

Subs. Muirhead, Paterson.

Falkirk were still in bottom place when they resumed league action against Motherwell at the 
Falkirk Stadium. One slip-up could have proved fatal, as only wins would do if they were to catch 
their fellow-strugglers. Both Kilmarnock and St. Mirren lost their games, and Falkirk’s narrow 2–1 
win was priceless, closing the gap to three points from both St. Mirren and Kilmarnock. Finnigan’s 
opener settled the nerves and, when Scobbie added a second with over half an hour to play, Falkirk 
looked home and dry. Clarkson’s 70th-minute penalty, awarded after Aafjes had clipped him, 
started an outbreak of nerves and panic. The Dutch defender was red-carded and the away side 



sensed that Falkirk were vulnerable. Both Arfield and Stewart missed great chances to settle the 
game in Falkirk’s favour, and the clock seemed to be ticking over in slow motion. Three points – at 
last – and the results elsewhere meant that it was a time for strong nerves, passion, commitment 
and determination.

Darren Barr and Scott Arfield were in the Scotland B squad to face Northern Ireland B at Broad-
wood, and Arfield played for the first half, before giving way to Ian Black. The match finished with 
a 3–0 win to the Scots. 

Darren Barr, who had withdrawn from that Scotland B squad, opened the scoring at Rugby Park in 
a vital encounter. Kevin Kyle equalised ten minutes later and the match ended all square – a result 
that edged Falkirk closer to St. Mirren, who went down 3–1 at home to Motherwell. Falkirk fans 
had seen enough of Kyle, who had netted four times in two games against Falkirk. Despite the on-
going ‘Lettergate’ saga, the Bairns support were right behind the team and 1,172 made the journey 
through to see the game against Jim Jefferies’ side.

The midweek trip to Hamilton was another crunch game and Scott Arfield scored a priceless 
goal, to take the club above St. Mirren. Hamilton were now well within catching distance and the 
win boosted morale in the supporter ranks. Kilmarnock had beaten St. Mirren and Inverness had 
drawn at Fir Park. Falkirk were on an unbeaten run of five games and their adventurous attacking 
formation certainly paid off. Next was a real six-pointer – St. Mirren at home. A win might just 
ensure SPL safety. But – expect the unexpected – St. Mirren won 2–0. It was a woeful performance 
and the team were booed off at the end. Many fans feared this was the end of their top-flight status. 
Falkirk only had one shot on target all game, and any fair-minded supporter would agree that 
Saints deserved the win. Pressley’s red card for an elbow on Mehmet only increased the sense of 
foreboding. The Paisley side were all over Falkirk and in Billy Mehmet they had the best player on 
the park.  The only good news of the afternoon was the result from Rugby Park, where Killie had 
beaten Inverness 1–0, thanks to a goal in 79 minutes from that man Kyle. It was all down to a last-
day decider in Inverness.

Saturday May 23rd 2009 At Caledonian Stadium
INVERNESS C.T. 0 FALKIRK 1
 Higdon
Attendance: 6,489 Referee: E. Smith

Setanta TV cameras were there to see which club might be relegated. Only a win would do for 
Falkirk, and the game was not for those of a nervous disposition. The tension was palpable, and 
keeper Dani Mallo was called into action all too often for the blood pressure of the travelling sup-
port. Foran was causing all sorts of problems for the makeshift Bairns defence and it was all one-
way traffic in the opening period. Arfield and Lovell combined well 
to offer some hope of a revival. The match turned on the dismissal 
of Ross Tokeley who clearly had two hands on Lovell as he raced 
on to an Arfield’s lofted pass. It was the third time Inverness had a 
player sent off against Falkirk in their last three encounters. 

Inverness hadn’t been too good at keeping clean sheets and the 
game slowly turned in Falkirk’s favour. After 68 minutes of pretty 
turgid fare, Falkirk’s MICHAEL HIGDON scored what he described 
as the most important goal of his career. Finnigan set up McNa-
mara who crossed into the box. The big striker bundled the ball 
into the net under pressure from Mihadjuks. Inverness manager 
Terry Butcher made changes to his line-up, and there were signs 
that Falkirk might have needed a second goal to make sure of their 
win. Chances fell to Cregg and Finnigan, but there was no further 
scoring. 



The Falkirk goal hero was quick to praise keeper Dani Mallo, who he felt had played a major role 
in the battle for survival. One save – a one-handed effort from Foran – was one of the best you will 
ever see, and who knows what might have happened if that had been a goal?
Manager John Hughes was gracious in victory and expressed his sympathy for Inverness. The jour-
ney back down the A9 was a pleasant one for the Falkirk supporters, who had had an early rise and 
a long journey, but a day to remember – once their heart rate had returned to normal.

INVERNESS C.T.: Fraser, Mihadjuks, Tokely, Munro, Djebi-Zadi, Kerr, Black (s. Barrowman), Mc-
Bain (s. Duncan), Imrie, Foran, Morais (s. Odhiambo)

Subs. Rooney, Byrne, Vigurs, Esson.

FALKIRK: Mallo, McNamara, Barr, Scobbie, Aafjes, Arfield, Riera (s. Stewart), O’Brien, Lovell (s. 
Higdon), Cregg, Finnigan.

Subs. McCann, Bullen, Holden, Mitchell, Olejnik.

Falkirk were safe. St. Mirren had lost 1–0 at home to Hamilton, and so Inverness were relegated. 
All eyes were on Hampden Park and an encounter against Rangers in the final of the Scottish Cup. 
Falkirk couldn’t lose – a European place was theirs, regardless of the outcome.

Saturday May 30th 2009 At Hampden Park
RANGERS 1 FALKIRK 0
Novo
Attendance: 50,956 Referee: Craig Thompson

Falkirk faced a team they 
hadn’t beaten all season, 
and some fans felt the final 
scoreline might be painful. 
Wrong. It was a brave display. 
Against a team of Interna-
tionalists and on a blistering 
hot day, Falkirk went so very, 
very close to bringing off the 
biggest shock in recent cup 
history. They surprised every-
one, especially the neutrals, 
with their ability to outpass 
their opponents, and expose 
flaws in the Rangers defence. 
It took a slightly freakish goal 
by the half-time substitute 

NACHO NOVO to seal the victory and break Bairns’ hearts. The efforts of the relegation battle cer-
tainly took their toll, but great credit must go to the management team for lifting the players, giving 
them the belief and the confidence to take Rangers on and to do everything right – except score. 
In many ways, it was a microcosm of the season – great outfield play, intricate passing, keeping 
possession, but at the same time without a real cutting edge.

Falkirk were simply amazing, and scared the Ibrox legions with their ability to make the Light 
Blues look ordinary for long periods of play. There was an emotional start to proceedings as the 
teams emerged, with John Gowans, father of the late Falkirk youth player, leading his son’s team 
out on to the pitch. The bookies didn’t give Falkirk a prayer, with Rangers 7/1 on to win. The open-
ing stages showed that Falkirk weren’t there to make up the numbers. Burton O’Brien let fly from 
22 yards out after only nine minutes’ play and, six minutes later, Neil McCann’s header had keeper 



Neil Alexander scrambling to save. The same two players had chances again, as the white-shirted 
Bairns surprised many by their bold approach. Just before half time, ex-Bairn Davie Weir had a 
header cleared off the line by Steve Lovell. Kris Boyd was feeling the heat and apparently asked to 
be substituted at half time.

His replacement, Nacho Novo, scored with his first contribution to the game, his looping volley 
catching Mallo cold and hitting the back of the net. It was cruel on Falkirk, but the expected col-
lapse didn’t follow. Falkirk dug in and continued to dominate the game. They kept coming forward 
and, when Lovell broke free, the offside flag was raised – wrongly, according to TV evidence. The 
heat was a big factor, and manager John Hughes made a triple substitution, introducing Michael 
Higdon, Carl Finnigan and Mark Stewart to the fray. Finnigan had the ball in the net, after a lobbed 
cross from Stewart, but was adjudged offside by referee Craig Thomson.

There were further chances, when Lovell hit the post and then Higdon dragged a shot wide. You 
just knew the ending if you were a Falkirk fan – glorious failure against all the odds. Rangers had 
won the double, but Falkirk had given them a real scare. Rarely have the press been so unanimous 
in their accounts of a match – Falkirk had been the better side. All it had taken to win the cup was 
one flash of inspiration from a substitute who had only been on the park for 25 seconds.

RANGERS: Alexander, Whittaker, Bougherra, Weir, Papac, Lafferty (s. Dailly), Davis, McCulloch, 
Ferguson, Boyd (s. Novo), Miller (s. Naismith)

Subs. Wilson, McGregor.

FALKIRK: Mallo, McNamara, Barr, Aafjes, Scobbie, Cregg (s. Finnigan), McBride (s. Higdon), 
O’Brien, Arfield, Lovell, McCann (s. Stewart).

Subs. Pressley, Olejnik.

The curtain came down on an eventful season and the Cup Final performance was one of great 
courage. Some fans wondered if it was to be the last hurrah for manager John Hughes. He had been 
visibly angered and annoyed at the letter sent to the board, and felt it had shattered the players’ 
confidence. Fourteen players were out of contract and the previous close season had seen substan-
tial investment in older, experienced players. It hadn’t been entirely successful, and some of the 
young players were starting to attract interest from other clubs, especially those in the Scotland 
set-ups, like Arfield, Scobbie and Barr.

There were vacancies at Aberdeen and Hibs and the Falkirk boss was a Hibs fan and ex-player, 
born and bred in Leith. Hughes was non-committal and stated that his priority was to remain at 
Falkirk and try to take the club to the next level. ‘It’s always flattering to be linked with any job, 
but my focus is on striving to take Falkirk forward. I’ll be sitting down with the board, planning for 
next season and trying to get the boys who are out of contract tied up.’

The relegation battle was too close for comfort and many supporters felt that changes were needed. 
Over 13,000 Falkirk fans had been at the Cup Final, and the enormous potential of Falkirk F.C. was 
obvious. A successful league side in the town could see attendances in excess of those at many other 
SPL clubs.



Scottish Premier Rangers
Scottish First Division St. Johnstone
Scottish Second Division Raith Rovers
Scottish Third Division Dumbarton
Scottish Cup Rangers
Scottish League Cup Celtic
Scottish League Challenge Cup Airdrie United
F.A. Cup Chelsea
English Premiership Manchester United
English League Cup Manchester United

Transfers In
 
Paul McLean (Norwich)
Jackie McNamara (Aberdeen)
Neil McCann (Hearts)
Lee Bullen (Sheffield Wednesday)
Dermot McCaffrey (Hibs)
Eric Schulz-Ekland (Gretna)
Burton O’Brien (Sheffield Wednesday)
Ashley Young (Bury)
Steve Lovell (Aberdeen)
Arnau Riera (Sunderland) loan
Scott Flinders (Crystal Palace) loan
Sean Lynch (Hibs)
Jamie Barclay (East Stirling) loan return
Steven Pressley (F.C. Randers)
Dani Mallo (Braga)

 

Transfers Out
 
Liam Craig (St. Johnstone)
Jack Ross (St. Mirren)
Kenny Milne (Scunthorpe)
Pedro Moutinho (F.C. Maritimo)
John Stewart (Ross County)



CHAPTER THREE – SEASON 2009–2010

INTO EUROPE

Scottish League SPL – 12th. Relegated
Scottish Cup Round 4 – lost to Kilmarnock (a) 1–0
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost to Celtic (h) 4–0 
Europa League 2nd Qualifying Round – lost to F.C. Vaduz 2–1 on agg. 
Top League Scorer Moutinho 6
Top Scottish Cup Scorer None
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 3–1 v Aberdeen (h) 20/2/10
Heaviest Defeat 4–0 v Celtic (h) CIS Cup 23/9/09

The close season was taken up with preparation for the club’s first ever European tie against a 
background of speculation over the future of manager John Hughes. Press speculation linked him 
to the vacancies at Aberdeen and Hibs, while reports of interest from Swansea seemed to lack 
foundation. Contract negotiations were at a critical stage and there were rumours of an impending 
financial crisis that might lead to a player exodus. Offers were to be made to Mallo, Olejnik, Aafjes, 
Cregg, McBride, Higdon, Lovell and Finnigan, and the manager was keen to retain Riera, who had 
been released by parent club Sunderland. In the end the boy from Leith returned to Leith – the club 
he had supported as a boy and had also played for. A compensation deal, believed to be around 
£200,000 had been agreed between the clubs and Brian Rice would join up at Easter Road as well. 
Rod Petrie insisted that the new boss had been the unanimous choice of the Hibs board and was 
quick to quash any rumours of pre-existing tensions between chairman and manager. Hibs had had 
three searches for new bosses in the past two and a half years, and the Falkirk boss was overlooked 
on all three occasions. This was his chance – and few could deny he deserved a chance to make his 
mark. He was, as he said, ‘proud and delighted’ to be the new Hibs manager.

July 16th was the date of the home leg against F.C. Vaduz, and the frantic search for the new Bairns 
manager began. The names in the frame included Steven Pressley, a joint Jackie McNamara–Neil 
McCann partnership, Jim Jefferies, Ian McCall, Russell Latapy and Bobby Williamson. Just who 
did and who didn’t apply for the job we will never know, but nobody expected the announcement 
when it came. The new manager of Falkirk was Eddie May.

He had been the successful manager of Falkirk’s impressive youth set-up, which had produced 
several first-team players, but he had absolutely no experience whatsoever of managing a senior 
squad. The board took a massive gamble with the appointment and he was to be supported by the 
experienced Alex Smith and Steven Pressley, who had just completed his UEFA coaching badges in 
Sweden. All three were given three-year deals. Chairman Martin Ritchie emphasised the continuity 
aspect of the appointment of Eddie May, but few Bairns supporters were convinced. An exodus 
of first-team players looked a distinct possibility, and the likelihood of any big-money transfers 
coming into the club was remote. It was a baptism of fire for the new manager as he faced financial 
cuts, possible moves for his best youngsters, and the matter of a European tie all within a matter 
of days of his appointment. Cregg, McBride, Mallo and Lovell were told they didn’t feature in the 
manager’s plans and Aafjes had returned to Holland for family reasons. Higdon had already signed 
for St. Mirren and Riera’s future looked unsure. Holden had signed for Shrewsbury, and the Falkirk 
fans were left wondering just who would be in the squad for the Vaduz game. A possible loan move 
for Rangers’ Andy Webster didn’t materialise, and the pre-season games against Stenhousemuir, 
Airdrie and Livingston did little to convince the sceptics that it was going to be a memorable 
season.



Thursday July 16 th 2009 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 F.C. VADUZ 0
Flynn
Attendance: 5,763 Referee: D. Ledentu

Swiss Second Division side Vaduz came to 
Falkirk with their manager Pierre Littbarski, 
a 1990 World Cup winner with Germany, the 
only name known to the home support. The 
Liechtenstein side did, however, have European 
experience, and Eddie May’s young side did 
well enough in the strange circumstances. The 
team were unsettled when Mark Stewart was 
ruled out at 5.00 pm with a groin strain and 
the Falkirk bench showed the enormity of the 
task facing the manager in his first days after 
taking over from John Hughes. Koitka was first 
to threaten, leaving Scobbie in his wake and the 
recalled Olejnik in the Falkirk goal did well to cut out his dangerous cross. Olejnik was keeping 
Falkirk in the game and did well to clear a Stegmayer corner. There were clear signs of nerves in the 
inexperienced home team and Kiotka almost opened the scoring with a header. 

McNamara was doing well in a holding midfield role, but some of his colleagues were struggling 
to impose their authority on the game. Colocci went closest to opening the scoring just before half 
time, when he beat McLean and flicked the ball over Olejnik only to see it fly inches over the bar.

Falkirk looked a better side in the second half, and tempers flared when Noll was booked for 
tripping and appearing to kick Finnigan. Then came a moment of history when RYAN FLYNN 
scored Falkirk’s first-ever goal in competitive European football. He fired in a tremendous shot 
from the edge of the area and the ball seemed to take a deflection before ending up in the back of 
the net. Arfield’s dipping volley moments later almost doubled the score, but there were signs that 
the home side were still nervous. Olejnik was not inspiring confidence and there were loud Vaduz 
appeals for a penalty after Barr seemed to trip Colocci on the edge of the penalty box. 

Arfield set up Finnigan, but the linesman’s flag was already raised as the striker fired home. It was 
a tense final ten minutes and Vaduz looked far from beaten. There was one last moment of panic 
when Rebronda blasted over in the dying seconds, when a goal looked certain. In the end, a narrow 
win had been achieved, but Vaduz looked more than capable of overturning the slender lead 
and were a much better team than many had expected. Falkirk seemed to be stuck in a routine of 
possession, possession and possession, but with no end product. It wasn’t a great game, and given 
all the changes of personnel (in both sides) maybe that was to have been expected. 

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Barr, Scobbie, Twaddle, McLean, O’Brien, Arfield, McNamara, MacDonald (s. 
Sludden), Finnigan (s. Robertson), Flynn (s. Mitchell).

Subs. Allison, Murdoch, Stallard, Barclay.

F.C. VADUZ: Jehle, Steil, Stuckmann (s. Sutter), Bellon, Colocci (s. Rebronda), Proschwitz, Kiotka (s. 
Darndic), Burgmeier, Cerrone, Stegmayer, Noll.

Subs. Deana, Pascal, Loppert, Ritzberger

There had been rumours of a training-ground clash between Pressley and McCann, and the winger 
had been ‘injured’ for the European tie. He was never to play for Falkirk again. With so many 
senior players gone, Eddie May was going to have a hard job on his hands to build a team capable 



of SPL survival. The squad looked short of experience and many fans felt that there were ominous 
warning signs of a hard season ahead. At least the manager had another week to prepare the side 
for the return leg on the following Thursday.

Several Falkirk fans had been disappointed by the failure to secure group travel arrangements to 
the second-leg tie, and had to make their own way by a variety of circuitous routes to see their team 
in action. Those who missed the game might have been seen as fortunate, as Vaduz won 2-0 after 
extra time in a dreadful match.

Thursday July 23rd 2009 In Vaduz
F.C. VADUZ 2 FALKIRK 0 (a.e.t.)
Noll, Burgmeier
Attendance: 1,810 Referee: D. Kovacic

In a terrible match, Falkirk exited Europe and were a huge 
disappointment to the many supporters who had made the 
trip over to the tiny mountain state to see their favourites in 
action. Admittedly, it took until the 105th minute for Vaduz to 
secure the winning goal from FRANZ BURGMEIER and end 
Falkirk’s adventure, but the outcome had looked inevitable for 
long periods in the game. Finnigan was sent off in the closing 
minutes for a second offence, to complete a night of misery. 
Falkirk lacked the experience and the nous of European 
competition and went the same way as Gretna, Dunfermline 
and Queen of the South. It raised questions about the standard 
of the game in Scotland and the wisdom of allowing cup 
runners-up to play in the Europa League. The Rheinpark 
Stadion was a stunning venue and those who made the trip 
will never see a game played in a more scenic setting. 

Quite simply, Falkirk were blown away, both by the weather 
and by their opponents, and offered little by way of attack and 
entertainment. As thunder rumbled and lightning flashed, Falkirk were pinned down in their own 
half and it seemed only a matter of time before the defence was breached. In 24 minutes, Falkirk 
failed to clear and centre half EMIL NOLL beat McLean to flick the ball past Olejnik from close 
range. The keeper was keeping his side in the game with a series of great saves and he more than 
atoned for his shaky performance in the first leg. 

Falkirk were a huge disappointment. It was fully 76 minutes before they produced a decent attempt 
on goal, when Twaddle headed an O’Brien cross just past the post. Vaduz had chances to settle the 
tie in regulation time and Kempe should have scored right on time. Vaduz keeper Jehle made his 
first save of the night from Flynn in stoppage time, but the inevitable happened when Burgmeier 
hit home from 18 yards out to take Vaduz through. 

The game showed that you cannot play European games after a fortnight’s preparation, and 
indicated that Falkirk’s youngsters couldn’t hope to compete with SPL clubs without some 
experienced reinforcements. Eddie May was, as always, open and honest in his assessment of the 
game, but asked for fans to reserve judgment until the league programme started and he had a 
chance to bring in some new players.

F.C.VADUZ: Jehle, Steil, Stuckmann, Bellon, Colocci (s. Bader), Proschwitz, Kiotka (s. Kempe), 
Burgmeier, Cerrone, Stegmayer, Noll.

Subs. Deana, Loppert, Franjic, Ritzberger, Sutter.



FALKIRK: Olejnik, Barr, Scobbie, Twaddle, McLean, Mitchell (s. Sludden), O’Brien (s. Lynch), 
Arfield, McNamara, MacDonald (s. Flynn), Finnigan. 

Subs. Allison, Murdoch, Robertson, Barclay.

Falkirk’s pre-season continued with a 3–2 win over Spartans in a testimonial for Mark Burns, and 
Ryan Flynn and Alex MacDonald were surprise inclusions in a makeshift team. Royal Antwerp 
visited Falkirk on Saturday, August 1st, and Falkirk won 1–0. Darren Barr continued at full-back, 
hoping the enforced switch of position would not jeopardise his International chances. Falkirk 
had some new faces on show, including Danijel Marceta, a Slovenian Under-21 cap, and substitute 
keeper Josh Wagenaar, and manager Eddie May was hopeful that the board would fund further 
recruits. The new stand was formally opened for the Antwerp match and chairman Martin Ritchie 
thanked Sandy Alexander for funding the £2 million project. 

Before the season opener at Ibrox, Falkirk beat Livingston 2–1 at Falkirk, and Marceta scored 
one of the goals. Eddie May had asked to be judged on league form, and many predicted that 
Falkirk would struggle. Some ‘experts’ had the club as favourites for the drop, with Hamilton also 
predicted to struggle. 

The team that faced Rangers looked remarkably similar to the pre-season line-ups and there was a 
distinct absence of experienced new signings. Rangers won 4–1 and it was only after Kenny Miller’s 
second goal after 72 minutes that they were home and dry. Falkirk were doing well up to that point 
and looked capable of an upset. However, Rangers were ruthless and punished every mistake 
Falkirk made. Early injuries didn’t help Eddie May’s plans, and the returning Vitor Lima only 
lasted 18 minutes. However, there were grounds for optimism, and Rangers manager Walter Smith 
conceded that Falkirk had been the better side for long periods of the match. The 4–1 win flattered 
Rangers somewhat, and the Bairns fans in the 50,239 crowd felt that perhaps the gloom merchants 
were overly pessimistic. The worrying thing was that there were several English sides chasing the 
signature of Scott Arfield. Given the financial situation facing the club, it would be hard to turn 
down any realistic offer. Hamilton had made a bid, and this had been dismissed as ‘derisory’, 
but four English Championship clubs were looking seriously at an offer. Arfield was a Scotland 
Under-21 star and had been outstanding in the previous season.

Next up was a visit from Hibs and a familiar management team in the away dug-out – John Hughes 
and Brian Rice.

Saturday August 22nd 2009 At The Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 HIBS 3
Flynn Bamba, Riordan 2
Attendance: 6,059 Referee: S. Conroy

It was an Old Boys’ Reunion with McBride, Cregg 
and Stokes facing their former club and both 
teams played some good football throughout 
the game. Falkirk looked really impressive in the 
opening 30 minutes and were ahead through a 
goal from RYAN FLYNN, who cut in after beating 
van Zanten and fired a low shot into the far 
corner of the net. Further chances fell to Finnigan, 
whose header crashed off the bar, and Arfield and 
the home side looked to be well on top. Hibs had 
taken a long time to get going and they equalised 
four minutes before the break when SOL BAMBA 
headed in from a Rankin corner kick.



Hibs looked a better proposition in the second period, and were particularly dangerous from set 
pieces. From a Rankin free kick, DEREK RIORDAN scored a second when he turned a low ball 
past Olejnik as the home defence and the Hibs forwards were expecting a high ball. Falkirk faded 
as an attacking force, and Hibs added a third in the 80th minute, again from a set piece. Stokes and 
Rankin looked to be lining up a shot, but DEREK RIORDAN took a short run up and curled a shot 
high into the roof of the net.

Yet again, Falkirk were on the wrong end of a scoreline that flattered their opponents. However, 
there was a worrying pattern of first-half dominance followed by second-half disappointment. 
A big plus was the performance of Ryan Flynn, who looked really dangerous, but Falkirk were 
too often out-muscled and out-fought by their more physical opponents. There were worrying 
similarities to the problems of the previous season. 

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Barr, Scobbie, McLean, Twaddle, Arfield, O’Brien, McNamara (s. Robertson), 
Flynn, Finnigan, MacDonald (s. Marceta).

Subs. Mitchell, Allison, Lynch, Murdoch, Andrews.

HIBS: Ma-Kalambay, van Zanten, Hanlon, Hogg, Bamba, McBride, Cregg (s. Wotherspoon), 
Riordan (s. Benjelloun), Rankin, Nish, Stokes.

Subs. Stack, Thicot, Stevenson, Galbraith, Byrne.

Icelandic striker Kjarten Finnbogason, who had played as a triallist against Livingston, made his 
Falkirk debut at Tannadice and scored in a 2–1 defeat. Eddie May remained confident that Falkirk 
would stay up, but that league table looked ominous – only Falkirk and Hamilton were pointless 
after the three opening SPL fixtures. Bad news seemed to follow the club around and there were 
reports that Steve Lovell was threatening to sue Falkirk for breach of contract. He was claiming that 
Eddie May’s comments in a pre-season interview made it ‘impossible’ for him to trigger a one-year 
extension to his contract.

Scott Arfield, Chris Mitchell and Tam Scobbie all featured in Scotland Under-21s’ 1–0 defeat in 
Vienna, and Arfield apologised for a slack pass that led to the Austrian goal. Despite this setback, 
the young Scots had played well against the Group 10 favourites and could easily have earned a 
share of the points. Tam Scobbie set up a great chance for Paul Hanlon right at the end.

Falkirk sank to the bottom of the SPL on Monday, September 14th, after a 0–0 draw with Aberdeen, 
who had Mark Kerr and Lee Miller in their ranks. Hamilton had beaten Hibs 2–0 the day before 
and Falkirk needed to start picking up points. It was too early to talk of a relegation battle, but 
there was a battle of another kind, when Arfield and Olejnik seemed to square up to each other. 
Both players were booked for their troubles. Falkirk looked better with Barr restored to the middle 
of the defence, and their brave 4–3–3 formation certainly made the game more interesting. Jamie 
Langfield was in outstanding form for the Dons and saved his team from becoming the first side to 
lose to the Bairns that season. One double save from a Finnbogason header was remarkable. It was 
easy to see why he had kept three consecutive clean sheets.

The game at New Douglas was a real six-pointer, even it was only September. There was a 
nightmare start to the game when Accies’ Derek Lyle collapsed in the first minute with a severe 
knee injury after catching his studs in the turf. It was another poor match between two poor sides 
on this showing. Keeper Tomas Cerny was in good form for Hamilton, and the main talking point 
for Falkirk fans was the decision by referee Willie Collum to disallow Finnigan’s first-half goal. 
Collum claimed the Falkirk striker had pushed Martin Canning in the build-up to the headed ‘goal’. 
Lyle’s injury was to rule him out for the season and the Falkirk captain expressed sympathy for the 
Hamilton player, having suffered a similar injury in his younger days at Falkirk. At Hamilton, there 
were over 1,000 Falkirk supporters present and they certainly made themselves heard. 



Celtic won easily 4–0 in a CIS Cup tie at the Falkirk Stadium and it was a makeshift Celtic side, 
showing eight changes from the defeat at Tynecastle, that saw off a poor Falkirk team. The 
enigmatic Paddy McCourt scored the goal of the game, collecting the ball on the right wing, beating 
half a dozen Falkirk players and then chipping into the net off the luckless McLean’s boot. Needless 
to say, the away support went mad with delight. It really was a case of Men against Boys and the 
gulf in class was evident for all to see.

September ended with another 0–0 draw, the third in succession, this time at home to Kilmarnock, 
but at least the Bairns moved up a place, even if it was only on goal difference. The first half 
was dire, and you could see why both clubs had been knocked out of the CIS Cup a few days 
previously. Killie keeper Mark Brown didn’t have a save to make in the opening 45 minutes and 
the Falkirk attack was almost non-existent. Olejnik, on the other hand, had to be alert to deny 
Invincible and Taouil. Falkirk were better in the second half and could have taken the points. In 
the end, Kilmarnock almost snatched three points they didn’t deserve when Kevin Kyle’s last-
gasp header from a Hamill free kick was brilliantly saved by Olejnik. It was a poor advert for the 
SPL and manager Eddie May issued an apology to the fans who had witnessed it. ‘To be honest, I 
thought the game was absolutely murder and I apologise to the people who had to pay to watch it.’ 
Falkirk had gone through the month of September without scoring a single goal.

A Lukas Jutkiewicz goal was enough to give Motherwell the points in October’s first match and the 
game was played on a day when strong winds made any constructive play impossible. The on-loan 
Everton striker headed home after 19 minutes and both managers conceded that a draw would 
have been about right. Mark Stewart headed over an open goal after Arfield’s 25-yard shot had 
rattled the post. St. Johnstone’s win at Hamilton had put Falkirk back into bottom place. Lady Luck 
was certainly not wearing navy blue these days. There was absolutely nothing up front, and you 
just had a feeling that this was going to end in tears.

St. Mirren won 3–1 in the next home game after MacDonald had given Falkirk a 55th-minute lead 
– the first Falkirk goal in 520 minutes of football. Two goals in a four-minute spell, from Dargo and 
Mehmet, changed the complexion of the game and, when Brighton added a third with two minutes 
left for play, there were already big gaps in the home supporters’ ranks. Worse still was the fact that 
three players had been injured – Finnigan, Arfield and O’Brien. Added to the injuries to Scobbie 
and Finnbogason, it was not turning out to be the season the supporters had hoped for.

Chris Mitchell was the sole Bairns representative in the Scotland Under-21 side which defeated 
Belarus Under-21s at St. Mirren Park to take the young Scots to the top of their group. A last-minute 
winner from Jamie Murphy was enough to see the team home after a fairly even contest. Chris 
Mitchell had a good game, even though he had been asked to play at left-back despite being right-
sided.

All Falkirk fans and former players were saddened to hear of the passing of former player and 
manager Alex McCrae, who had died after a long illness at the age of 89. He was a member of the 
club’s Hall of Fame and was highly respected within the game. He had been an outstanding player 
and there were floral tributes from Hearts, Charlton and Middlesbrough at his funeral. There were 
many famous football people at the funeral and several of his former Falkirk players were there, 
including Alex Duchart, Ian Hunter, Jimmy McIntosh and John Lambie.

Hearts were not having the best of seasons, but Tynecastle was never an easy place to go to. The 
two sides fought out a goal-less draw and Hearts manager Csaba Laszlo was under some pressure 
to start producing results. He pleaded with his supporters to lay off skipper Michael Stewart, who 
was involved in a half-time spat with a spectator and then booed off when he was substituted with 
12 minutes left to play. Hearts’ main problem was their lack of firepower and they were lucky to 
meet a team that was even more lacking in that department. Barr was lucky to escape a red card 
when he clearly denied Santana a goal-scoring opportunity in the 38th minute. Referee Chris Boyle 
was emigrating to Australia the next day and maybe showed leniency. Hearts threw everything 



at Falkirk in the closing minutes and Barr made a tremendous last-ditch tackle to prevent Bouzid 
scoring, while Olejnik brought off another great save to prevent Witteveen from grabbing all three 
points right on the whistle. Barr had been exceptional in the heart of the Falkirk rearguard and was 
easily the best player on the park. All three members of the Falkirk management team were firing 
out instructions to the players, but Olejnik denied there was any confusion or contradiction in the 
orders being issued. Eddie May felt it had been ‘a fantastic result’ and believed that better times lay 
ahead. The depleted away support applauded the team at the end and the players deserved their 
applause for effort, commitment and determination. Next up was a visit to Perth to face struggling 
St. Johnstone. A win was vital to close the gap on Hamilton, who were two points ahead of Falkirk, 
while Saints were three ahead.

The Jekyll-and-Hyde nature of the team was well illustrated at McDiarmid Park. After the battling 
qualities on display at Tynecastle, many made the trip with a degree of optimism. In the end, they 
were badly let down by a poor showing and, more importantly, an ominous gap was opening up at 
the bottom of the league. The game started with a setback, as McNamara was taken off injured after 
only seven minutes, trying to prevent ex-Bairn Collin Samuel from opening the scoring for Saints. 
Two more former Falkirk players were in the Saints’ line-up– Kenny Deuchar and Liam Craig – and 
the latter should have increased his team’s lead. Falkirk equalised through substitute Finnigan, 
before goals from Millar and Davidson within the space of two minutes gave the scoreline a better 
reflection of Saints’ superiority. Eddie May cut a lonely figure as he was left with his thoughts, 
walking up and down the deserted pitch. Who knows what was going through his mind at the 
time? Did he realise that this was really Mission Impossible for him, and that he had been badly 
advised to take the job? Was the three-man management team really working? Who actually was 
the manager?

The next point came in an amazing game on Sunday, November 8th at the Falkirk Stadium, against 
Celtic, of all teams.

Sunday November 8th 2009 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 CELTIC 3
Arfield (pen), Moutinho, Stewart Caldwell, McDonald 2
Attendance: 6,795 Referee: B. Winter

Falkirk scored more than one goal in a game for the first time in this season, and against a team 
that had destroyed them 4–0 on the same ground only a matter of weeks previously – a six-goal 
thriller on Remembrance Sunday and, at the final whistle, it was those in green-and-white colours 
who were silent. As always, the national press was full of the reasons why Celtic hadn’t won, and 
the focus was on manager Mowbray, while few acknowledged the brave and exciting contribution 
made by Falkirk. Olejnik was the hero after saving McGeady’s first-half penalty and then the 
subsequent rebound from the same player. A goal-less first 45 minutes surprised many in the press 
box, who had expected a goal feast, but when GARY CALDWELL opened the scoring in 55 minutes 
by heading home a Robson free kick, they thought it was now inevitable. How wrong they were, as 
Falkirk fought tooth and nail to get back into the game. 

Few expected two goals in three minutes for 
Falkirk, but that’s exactly what happened. In 61 
minutes SCOTT ARFIELD scored from the spot 
after Caldwell’s lunge on Flynn, despite keeper 
Zaluska getting a hand to the ball. Three minutes 
later, PEDRO MOUTINHO fired home from inside 
the six-yard box after great work down the left by 
Flynn. The home stands went wild with delight, and 
disbelief. The popular Portuguese player was booked 
for removing his shirt in an outburst of sheer joy. 
Celtic were stung and maybe Falkirk dropped their 



concentration levels. SCOTT McDONALD equalised in 72 minutes when he headed home a Fox 
centre and again, everyone expected an inevitable Celtic win. When SCOTT McDONALD made 
it 3–2, with 11 minutes left to play, tapping in a Samaras left-wing cross, few would have given 
Falkirk a prayer. Back they came and, with seven minutes left to play, MARK STEWART scored to 
put his side level. Flynn again was the architect and he set the substitute up to score from an acute 
angle after only being on the park for six minutes.

Moutinho had just signed for the club for a second time after an unhappy spell back in Madeira, 
and only started due to an injury to Finnigan. Falkirk were brave and determined and for spells 
they out-fought, out-ran and out-thought the current League leaders. For all that, the gap was still 
four points to Hamilton. 

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Allison, Barr, McLean, Mitchell, Arfield, Lima, Flynn (s. Murdoch), MacDonald 
(s. Stewart), Moutinho (s. Bullen), Marceta.

Subs. Moffat, Stallard, Wagenaar.

CELTIC: Zaluska, Hinkel, Caldwell, N’Guemo, Samaras, Fortune, Fox, Robson (s. Zheng Zhi), 
McCourt (s. McDonald), Loovens (s. McManus), McGeady.

Subs. Cervi, Crosas, Forrest, Caddis.

On the following Saturday, Scott Arfield was on the score-sheet as Scotland Under-21s beat 
Azerbaijan Under-21s 4–0. Chris Mitchell had another solid game and linked up well with Bannan.

The next league match was against Hamilton Accies in Falkirk but, before that, we had a headline 
that we never could have imagined in a million years – ‘PELE SIGNS FOR FALKIRK’. This ‘Pele’, 
however, was Pedro Monteiro and he was signed from West Brom, but it made a great story 
nonetheless.

Saturday, November 21st was a day to remember – Falkirk actually won for the first time in season 
2009–10. Goals from Chris Mitchell, an absolute screamer of a free kick, and Lee Bullen – his first 
in almost two years – brought the long-awaited win. Bullen had only been on the park for five 
minutes before he took advantage of a through ball from Finnigan to blast home and secure three 
precious points. Hamilton had totally dominated the first half and the Accies fans must have 
been wondering why they weren’t well ahead by the break. Pele made his debut, coming on as 
a substitute for Flynn, but didn’t show any signs of living up to his famous name. The win took 
Falkirk to within a single point of Hamilton and Kilmarnock and there was a flicker of hope that 
this might have started a revival. More seasoned observers, however, knew that only another 
outstanding performance from keeper Robert Olejnik had kept Accies at bay and earned the vital 
win.

Falkirk went down 2–0 at Easter Road and it took two goals from Derek Riordan to seal the victory 
for John Hughes’ side, which took them into joint second place in the league with Rangers. Falkirk 
played well enough and the neutral observer would have been hard pushed to tell which side had 
been propping up the table. Eddie May’s young side enjoyed the bulk of the possession, passed 
well and fought tigerishly. It was blatantly obvious that Falkirk lacked a finisher and probably the 
only difference between the sides was Riordan, whose enigmatic performance showed just what a 
talent he possessed.

December opened with a visit from Rangers and the same old pattern emerged.



Saturday December 5th 2009 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 RANGERS 3
Moutinho Boyd 2, Miller
Attendance: 6,903 Referee: W. Collum

Two first-half goals by KRIS BOYD took his SPL tally to 151, and 
his celebration for the first goal earned him a booking from over-
fussy referee Willie Collum. He lifted his shirt and pointed to his 
stomach as a response to the Falkirk fans who had been teasing 
him about his waistline all during the opening period. With 
Rangers two-up after only 36 minutes, another heavy defeat 
looked to be on the cards, but PEDRO MOUTINHO pulled one 
back four minutes before the break, when he scored from close 
range after Pele had headed on a Mitchell corner. There had 
been other Falkirk chances and McGregor had saved well from 
a previous Moutinho effort, followed by Weir blocking Barr’s 
rebound.

Falkirk were more in the game after the interval, but most of their passing was of the sideways 
variety. Rangers fans knew a third goal was needed to see off the home challenge and it came in 
73 minutes, form the penalty spot. It was a case of referee Collum missing a blatant handball from 
Beasley and pointing to the spot after Barr had been deemed to have fouled the American. KENNY 
MILLER duly converted the penalty, but Falkirk players and supporters were seething at the 
injustice of the award. It ended 3–1 to Rangers, but Falkirk had played well in phases. Olejnik was 
again outstanding and Moutinho did well as the lone striker.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Mitchell, Allison, Barr, McLean, Arfield, Lima, Flynn, ‘Pele’ (s. MacDonald), 
Moutinho (s. Marceta), Finnigan (s. Bullen).

Subs. Twaddle, Finnbogason, Murdoch, Wagenaar.

RANGERS: McGregor, Whittaker, Bougherra, Weir, Papac, Davis, McCulloch, Thomson, Novo (s. 
Beasley), Miller (s. Fleck), Boyd (s. Lafferty).

Subs. Smith, Little, Wilson, Alexander.

Falkirk’s performances against the top sides were improving, but these games wouldn’t decide 
their fate, instead it would be games against fellow-strugglers, and one of them, St. Mirren, were 
the next opponents. The match was fairly evenly contested but the big controversy came with 
referee Craig Thomson’s decision to chalk off a ‘goal’ by Pedro Moutinho, who had nicked the ball 
from Saints keeper Paul Gallacher as he was bouncing it. It brought back memories of a similar 
George Best effort, but Thomson decided that the keeper was still in control of the ball. Saints had 
taken the lead in 53 minutes with a thunderous 35-yard volley from Higdon which drew applause 
from both sets of fans. Falkirk finally equalised with two minutes left for play, when Finnigan 
scored after Moutinho turned three Saints defenders before crossing the ball across goal. 

Toufik Zerara held his place for the visit to Rugby Park on December 19th and Falkirk recorded 
their first away win of the campaign, thanks to goals by Finnigan and Flynn. Kilmarnock had a 
poor home record and hadn’t won at home since October. This was a massive win for Falkirk, as 
defeat would have cast them adrift at the foot of the table. As it was, they were now only one point 
behind Kilmarnock and two behind St. Mirren and Hearts.The game got off to an explosive start 
with two goals in the opening eight minutes, but the telling counter came from a Flynn corner, 
which deceived everyone including Kyle, who seemed positioned to clear the danger, and flew into 
the net. Falkirk were well worth their win and Arfield, the best player on the park, was unlucky not 
to add a third in the final minute of the match.



The Boxing Day encounter with Hearts at the Falkirk Stadium really was a crunch match. 

Saturday December 26th 2009 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 HEARTS 1
 Stewart (pen)
Attendance: 6,082 Referee: C. Murray

Referee Calum Murray was the villain of the piece in the 
eyes of the home players, management and supporters 
when he pointed to the spot after Darren Barr had clashed 
with Jose Goncalves. Goncalves was going down before the 
contact, according to the Bairns defender, while his manager 
felt the Hearts player went down after a ‘tickle’. Either way, 
MICHAEL STEWART held his nerve and slotted past Olejnik 
just two minutes before the break. Falkirk had looked the 
better side before and again after the goal, but their old 
familiar failing in front of goal cost them a vital three points. 
Hearts were never comfortable and Flynn and Arfield 
exposed their failings down the left side of their defence. 

Zerrara had his best game for the club and showed glimpses of the form that had earned him 
France Under-20 honours. One free kick forced Kello into making an impressive save. Hearts 
were falling deeper and deeper, inviting Falkirk on to them and trying to hit on the break. It was 
a risky strategy and Falkirk came close on a couple of occasions to drawing level. It was, in truth, 
a poor game between two poor sides, and manager Eddie May described his side’s performance 
as ‘terrible’. Few would have disagreed. Falkirk seemed to have resorted to thumping long balls 
upfield and hoping for the best. They had failed to get off the bottom of the league and the old year 
ended with an air of pessimism hanging over the club.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Barr, Monteiro, McLean, Twaddle, Arfield, Lima, Flynn (s. Bullen), Zerrrara (s. 
O’Brien), Moutinho (s. Marceta), Finnigan.

Subs. Mitchell, Allison, Murdoch, Wagenaar.

HEARTS: Kello, Wallace, Jonsson, Goncalves, Zaliukas, Bouzid, Robinson (s. Nade), Palazuelos, 
Mole (s. Kucharski), Stewart, Templeton (s. Suso).

Subs. Visconte, Glen, Smith, Ridgers.

Snow caused the postponement of the game at Pittodrie and the New Year game against St. 
Johnstone at the Falkirk Stadium was called off as the pitch was frozen. The cup tie at Rugby Park 
fell victim to the weather and the next action was at Parkhead on January 16th. Few fancied a trip 
through to the East End of Glasgow to take on Celtic and their multinational side. 

Falkirk took their first point in 23 seasons at Parkhead with a battling display that shocked the 
home support, who had expected a walkover. Finnigan’s 19th-minute opener was cancelled out by 
an equaliser from Samaras, and as expected, Celtic threw everything at the Bairns in a second-half 
Blitzkrieg. Many Celtic fans were streaming out long before referee Muir blew for time up, and 
those that were left made their feelings abundantly clear. Tony Mowbray’s side looked a disjointed 
lot and were now nine points behind their Old Firm rivals. Falkirk’s heroes were all in defence 
and it is doubtful if McLean and Twaddle had a better game than this one. Falkirk had chances 
towards the end through Compton and Flynn and they should have done better. Enoch Showunmi 
made his debut at Parkhead and certainly rattled the Celtic defence on several occasions. The 300 
or so Falkirk fans gave their side a great reception at the end and there was a feeling that they were 
starting to play for the jersey.



News that Alex Parker had passed away reached the club and older fans recalled one of the greatest 
ever Bairns. He was the first of the overlapping full-backs and should have had many more than his 
15 Scotland caps. Players of lesser ability were chosen ahead of Alex, even when he was a member 
of the Everton title-winning side and turning in headline-grabbing performances week in, week 
out. He was always proud of his time at Falkirk and was a modest, humble man who well deserved 
his place in the Millennium Team.

Interest in the Scottish Cup was short-lived and Falkirk fell at the first hurdle in a 1–0 defeat at 
Rugby Park, three days after the Celtic game. Falkirk were every bit as good as their opponents and 
fellow-strugglers, but it was a Pascali goal seven minutes from time that gave Killie the win and the 
right to face Inverness in the next round. On the plus side, Pele looked a player, but the side missed 
the suspended Barr and Finnigan. All that was left of a sad season was the battle for survival. 
Falkirk, with games in hand, were only one point behind their cup conquerors.

Kilmarnock had lost to Aberdeen on the Saturday, and Falkirk were at home to Peter Houston’s 
Dundee United side the following day. Falkirk turned in a woeful ‘performance’ and many in navy 
blue were heading for the exits long before full time. The game was all over by the break with 
United leading 2–0, and Eddie May labelled the display as ‘totally unacceptable’ and ‘absolute 
murder’. The side lacked belief and commitment and those who were at Parkhead could hardly 
believe their eyes. United were streets ahead of Falkirk and the inevitable press comparisons of 
Men and Bairns dominated the headlines in the Monday papers. Jon Daly completed a hat-trick 
and Goodwillie scored the other goal as massive holes on the left of the Falkirk rearguard opened 
up. It was an awful display and even Moutinho’s stoppage-time goal was greeted with an eerie 
silence. There was no excuse from the honest Eddie May, but many wondered if his time in charge 
was drawing to an end. It certainly looked ominous.

A midweek goal-less draw against ten-man Motherwell, under their new manager Craig Brown, 
did little to restore confidence, and after the first-half dismissal of Giles Coke for a terrible challenge 
on Arfield, Falkirk should have taken advantage of their numerical superiority. The loss of Pele 
after 13 minutes was a bitter blow, but chances were passed up, notably by Showunmi and Arfield. 
There was no movement from that bottom spot and the games were running out. 

Kilmarnock picked up another precious point in an amazing 4–4 draw at Rugby Park against 
Dundee United, on the day Falkirk faced League leaders Rangers at Ibrox. A 3–0 defeat was what 
you might have expected from a Top v Bottom clash, but Falkirk did well in patches. They were 
neat with their passing, but never really threatened to score after Lima had set Arfield through in 
the 27th minute. Steve Davis was the best player on the park, and Rangers were missing several 
of their big names. Eddie May’s press conference was brief and was maybe a sign of what was to 
come. 

Few had the courage to journey up to Pittodrie for a Tuesday-night match, but those who did were 
rewarded with a rare victory in the Granite City. Kilmarnock beat Celtic 1–0 at Rugby Park, and the 
Falkirk win was absolutely vital. In effect, it took them off the foot of the table and they leapfrogged 
Hamilton Accies. Colin Healy’s superb volley gave Falkirk their first win in Aberdeen since 1958 
and the team defied their critics to earn all three points. They had further chances against the Dons, 
and Showunmi was creating havoc with his impressive running. It could have been more, as Lima 
forced Langfield into a great save to deny him from long range. Keeper Olejnik kept Aberdeen at 
bay and right at the end, made a great save from substitute Paton to ensure all three precious points 
were heading back down to Falkirk. All of the 67 Falkirk supporters had a happy journey home. 
Their happiness was to be short-lived.

The game against Kilmarnock suddenly took on more significance. A win for Falkirk would see the 
bottom four clubs in a desperate race for survival. Hamilton were at Tannadice, St. Mirren were at 
home to St. Johnstone, and all eyes were on Falkirk v Kilmarnock.



Wednesday February 10th 2010 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 KILMARNOCK 1
 Bryson 59
Attendance: 7,049 Referee: W. Collum

This was it, and the Falkirk fans knew it. A good crowd of 
over 7,000, many taking advantage of the reduced prices, 
gathered to see this relegation battle and the atmosphere 
was electric as referee Collum started the match. Falkirk 
started well enough and had early chances through Twaddle, 
Showunmi and Finnigan. They were the better side in the 
first half but, as was so often the case, had nothing to show 
for their efforts. Kilmarnock came more into the game and, 
when Bryson scored just short of the hour mark, you just felt 
the energy drain from the team.

The goal lifted Killie and their supporters and they looked as 
though they wanted the points more. Olejnik was the hero in 
the Falkirk goal as he kept his side in the game, but there was 
no real goal threat from his colleagues. There was a worrying 
clash of heads between Kyle and McLean and the Falkirk 
defender still looked dazed when Killie took the lead. Both 
sides had to rearrange their line-ups as Lima and Pascali were 
both taken off injured. There were to be no excuses, however, 
and any neutrals in Falkirk’s biggest crowd of the season 
knew that Kilmarnock just about deserved to win. The results 
elsewhere were ominous. Dundee United 0 Hamilton 2. St. Mirren 1 St. Johnstone 1. Falkirk were 
back on the bottom of the league. Eddie May knew his time was up. He didn’t need the boos or the 
chants to tell him that. He had known it a fortnight earlier.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, McNamara, Barr, McLean, Twaddle, Lima (s. O’Brien), Arfield, Flynn, Healy, 
Showunmi (s. Moutinho), Finnigan (s. M. Stewart).

Subs. Bullen, O’Brien, Compton, Duffy, Wagenaar.

KILMARNOCK: Bell, Clancy, Hay, Ford, Pascali (s. Hamill), Bryson (s. Sammon), Severin, Kiernan 
(s. Fowler), Kelly, Maguire, Kyle.

Subs. Taouil, Invincible, Fernandez, Robinson.

Eddie May walked out of his last press conference and was amazed that nobody had asked him 
the big question. He knew his time was over and he knew it well before the Kilmarnock game. 
Allegedly, he had overheard a heated row between two directors and the managing director about 
his future. Clearly, some of the board had lost confidence in his ability to rescue the situation. 
The directors had taken a massive gamble with the appointment of a youth-team manager to 
replace John Hughes. Hughes had recommended Jackie McNamara and Neil McCann to be 
his replacements and there had been reports of applications running into the thirties. Whether 
Eddie May would have been one of these applicants we will never know. Some felt he had been 
‘encouraged’ to throw his hat in the ring, but the fact remains that he faced an uphill struggle 
from the start. The appointment of Alex Smith as part of a three-man management team was a 
wise one, offering guidance and experience, but the new assistant manager, Steven Pressley, had 
also expressed interest in the manager’s job. Some wondered what the balance of power really 
was. Eddie May never hid his frustration and disappointment with his players and his forthright 
comments, sometimes scathing and withering, seemed to reflect a failure to get it right. Either the 
players had to go or the manager had to go. Either way it was just not working out. The manager 



had been under pressure for weeks, and the strain was probably taking a toll on him and his family. 
There is no denying the ability of the man as a coach and he deserves every accolade going for 
the development of the Academy system at Falkirk. He had thought long and hard about taking 
over as manager of the senior squad, and maybe deep down he knew it possibly wasn’t for him – 
yet. Those who were responsible for persuading him to take the job maybe wanted some form of 
continuity, but they didn’t do the man himself any favours. An open, honest likeable coach was 
exposed to a new and different role for which he was illprepared. It proved to be a costly error.

A press conference was called at Stirling University to reveal the identity of the new manager. 
The usual suspects were in the frame, and many hoped that Falkirk would go outside the club for 
the first time since the appointment of Ian McCall in 2002. When Alex Smith and Steven Pressley 
walked in, there was an audible intake of breath. Some assumed that the veteran Smith, then aged 
70, would be the man to take over with Pressley as his assistant. When it was announced that the 
roles were in fact reversed, some scribes were stunned. If they were surprised then, they went into 
overdrive when the new manager made his first pronouncements.

Graham Spiers of The Sunday Times was quoted as saying, ‘He is either one of the future greats, 
or a man about to fall head-first into a sizeable cow pat.’ The new Falkirk manager started with 
an amazing declaration: ‘I have huge confidence in my own ability to do this job. I wouldn’t have 
taken this job if I didn’t believe that, under me, we would stay in the SPL. And we will stay in the 
SPL, have no doubts about that.’

The Falkirk board had just terminated the employment of a rookie boss and had replaced him 
with – another rookie boss. It was either brave, stubborn or a cheap option. Great players do not 
necessarily make great managers and those who do serve their apprenticeships with lower-league 
clubs. To have Steven Pressley replace Eddie May was another big gamble and it was almost 
inevitable that the football gods would pitch Falkirk against Hearts for the new man’s debut – Jim 
Jefferies v Steven Pressley. Jefferies was still fondly remembered by most of the Bairns’ support, 
although some felt he had blotted his copybook when he left for Tynecastle, and was making a 
return to Gorgie as manager. Pressley evoked similar reactions with the Hearts support.

Hearts won 3–2 and the four-point gap at the foot of the table was now an alarming one. There 
was certainly a bit more fight about the Falkirk side and yet the old failings up front were blatantly 
obvious. Twaddle and Scobbie epitomised the new determination, but the task facing Steven 
Pressley was massive. One shot on target over 90 minutes was not a recipe for SPL survival. 
Commitment and desire does not make up for ability and talent.

‘Can we play you every week?’ is a well-known chant heard at football grounds, and Falkirk fans 
gave it a good airing when Aberdeen came calling on February 20th. Mark McGhee’s side were 
well beaten 3–1 and that gap to Hamilton and St. Mirren didn’t look so bad. It was one of the big 
surprises of the day and was one of the best performances of a troubled season. For the second 
time in a matter of weeks, Enoch Showunmi ran riot against the Dons’ defence and his goal, a 
stunning scissor-kick, was worth the admission money alone. He had a role in all three goals and 
the Aberdeen rearguard seemed incapable of playing him. Aberdeen were locked in their dressing-
room for about an hour after the match, as a ‘clear the air’ session suggested all was not well in 
their camp. They had been knocked out of the Scottish Cup by Raith Rovers and had now been 
taken apart by the bottom-of-the-league club. Falkirk looked a different side and the match statistics 
showed that the players were prepared to fight for the cause. There had been a few false dawns 
before and caution was needed, especially as a trip to Tannadice beckoned.

And so it proved – again. Dundee United won 3–0 and were only in third gear. Steven Pressley 
felt Falkirk had a better second half, and believed the performance had been ‘excellent’, failing to 
understand why his side had lost 3–0. It was a bit harsh on Falkirk, but failure to take chances cost 
them dearly. Showunmi in particular missed a real chance, but the stalemate between Hamilton and 
St. Mirren in Paisley meant that both were still within catching distance.



The Falkirk Stadium hosted the Under-21 Championship match between Scotland and Azerbaijan 
the following Tuesday and the young Scots were held to a 2–2 draw. Tam Scobbie and Scott Arfield 
started the game, while Chris Mitchell was on the bench. It was a major setback for Billy Stark’s 
side, as the visitors hadn’t picked up a single point to date and played with ten men after the 32nd-
minute dismissal of Tural.

Robbie Keane, on loan from Spurs, scored the Celtic goals in a 2–0 televised win in Falkirk and the 
Bairns were well worth a point from a battling display. Boruc brought off a wonder save to deny 
Arfield, who had hit a great volley from 22 yards out, and Showunmi missed some good chances 
to open the Falkirk account. Keane’s finishing was lethal and he showed glimpses of International 
class. Falkirk were really unlucky and few could deny their spirit. They were more than a match for 
their opponents in most areas of the park – except finishing. 

Twaddle’s 27th-minute goal settled the nerves in a tense encounter with St. Johnstone at the Falkirk 
Stadium. All was going well until a moment before half time, when McLean handled in the box and 
Liam Craig scored from the penalty spot. The winner came from another former Falkirk player – 
Kenny Deuchar – who scored with six minutes left to play, after Scobbie had misjudged his header 
back to the keeper and let the Saints striker lob the ball over the exposed Olejnik. The penalty 
awarded by referee Steven O’Reilly enraged the Falkirk manager, who described the decision as ‘a 
game-changing decision’. A draw would have been about right, a point conceded by Saints boss 
Derek McInnes, who knew that the result gave Saints breathing space from the relegation battle. 

The game at New Douglas Park was surprisingly good, given what was at stake, and a draw was 
about right. Falkirk had the better chances, but Accies had a real danger man in Mickael Antoine-
Curier. The on-loan Dundee striker scored his side’s first goal, won the penalty that put Accies 
ahead, and was a general menace throughout the game. Falkirk did well to hit back within a minute 
of going behind and they had chances to win all three points. Ryan Flynn had an outstanding game, 
but yet again Falkirk were left to rue a poor penalty decision. 

Falkirk picked up another precious point at McDiarmid Park on the Tuesday night, and again Flynn 
was in great form. Falkirk started like a team determined to take all three points and deservedly 
took the lead through Flynn in 19 minutes. Portuguese striker Morais equalised 17 minutes later, 
after a neat interchange of passing with Davidson. Both sides had further chances to win the game, 
with the best of the away side’s chances falling to Barr, Finnigan and Showunmi. The Perth side 
had chances too with Duberry, Craig and Swankie going close to sealing the win. Falkirk were 
developing a habit of starting well and scoring first but being unable to hold on to a lead. Manager 
Pressley remained confident as ever, and called for a big support for the home game against Hibs.

Hibs had been knocked out of the Scottish Cup by Ross County and manager John Hughes got the 
reactive performance he had sought as Hibs won 3–1. The Easter Road boss made four changes, 
but it was his former club that started with real determination. Showunmi’s header crashed off the 
bar and then keeper Stack pulled off a tremendous save to stop a McLean header. Mark Stewart’s 
opening goal after 19 minutes was no more than Falkirk deserved, but yet again they were unable 
to hold a lead. Riordan’s free kick was of the highest quality and no keeper would have saved it. 
By half time, Hibs were 3–1 ahead and both goals came after rebounds. It was a cruel blow and, 
despite several close shaves, the Edinburgh side held out for the win. Showunmi missed a sitter 
from three yards out, and there were good chances for Stewart, Barr and Flynn, but the result didn’t 
really do Falkirk justice. Two points from the last six games told its own story – Falkirk were four 
points from safety. 

Seven Academy graduates lined up to face Motherwell at Fir Park, and Falkirk fought tooth and 
nail to record a vital win. The solitary goal was a thing of beauty and drew applause from both sets 
of supporters. Flynn had the ball on the left, beat Hateley and moved inside before cutting the ball 
back to Healy. The Ipswich loanee found Moutinho, who back-heeled the ball to Flynn, who gave 
keeper Ruddy no chance with a low shot. Arfield had a chance to double the lead after being played 



through by Moutinho. Kieran Duffie looked a good prospect, playing in only his second game, 
while Ryan Flynn looked a class act. Darren Barr was classed as a ‘real warrior’ by his manager and 
was outstanding in a very inexperienced defence. Craig Brown credited Falkirk’s ‘desire to win’ 
and conceded that Flynn’s goal ‘was worthy of winning any game’. The gap had been reduced to 
one point.

Falkirk beat St. Mirren 2–1 at home and there was a genuine prospect of survival after a real 
battling display. It was the club’s first back-to-back SPL wins since May 2008, and there were 
huge celebrations in the home dressing-room after the match. Falkirk had been sharper, and more 
determined and, for once, Lady Luck seemed to be smiling on them with an element of good 
fortune in both goals. Moutinho’s dead-ball strike was a real gem, but Saints felt the original award 
against Potter was harsh in the extreme. The second goal came again from a Moutinho free kick, 
which deflected off Higdon and totally wrong-footed keeper Gallacher. A Dorman header in injury 
time raised the anxiety levels in the home stands, but any other result would have been a travesty. 
At last, Falkirk fans had a flicker of hope. They were level on points with Gus McPherson’s side and 
only one point behind Kilmarnock.

The 1–0 defeat at Pittodrie in an absolute shocker of a match was hard to bear. Those supporters 
who had made the journey were subject to one of the most awful games in recent times, with the 
home side content to sit on their 12th-minute lead. A crowd of 10,461 saw spoiling tactics and time 
wasting, and many had seen enough long before referee Winter blew for full time. Steven Pressley 
was fuming and his post-match comments would not have endeared him to Mark McGhee. 
Aberdeen had only won one of their previous 15 matches and there was an offer to their season-
ticket holders to bring a friend along for free. The poor friends would not be hurrying back after a 
show like this. It was awful.

Nerves were starting to fray, after a 1–0 home defeat by Hamilton. St. Mirren had beaten 
Kilmarnock by a similar scoreline and it now looked as though the relegation battle was between 
Falkirk and the Ayrshire side. Marco Paixao’s 19th-minute goal took all three points for a Hamilton 
side that had amassed 42 points in an amazing revival. The press conference produced the most 
dramatic aspect of the afternoon. The Bairns’ boss gave a 69-second solo performance of defiance, 
before thumping the table and storming out: ‘I want to make this statement. There is no way when 
I am manager of the football team will we go under. We will be ready for the battle come Saturday. 
I wish it was tomorrow. But we will be ready for Saints next week.’ It was either a tactic to divert 
attention away from his players or an indication of just how tense the situation was. Three games 
remained to save the SPL place, two of them at home, one away.

St. Mirren’s draw in a bad-tempered encounter meant that they were safe, and it was now a 
two-horse race in the survival stakes. Arfield’s penalty on the stroke of half time gave the Bairns 
a precious lead, and it seemed that it might just be enough, until O’Donnell equalised from a 
header with only five minutes left to play. The Paisley fans celebrated as if they had won the title 
and knocked over advertising hoardings as they spilled on to the park. Saints had played with ten 
men after Innes had been sent off for apparently head-butting McLean in the incident that led to 
the penalty. Falkirk seemed to run out of ideas – and steam – as the game moved on. Saints grew 
in confidence and Mehmet and Dargo had chances before O’Donnell’s goal, when he out-jumped 
Olejnik to start the celebrations. 

There was clearly a lack of empathy at the end, and the exchanges between Andy Millen and Steven 
Pressley were less than pleasant. The Saints’ management felt that the Falkirk manager had shown 
a lack of respect towards their team with the constant ‘guarantees’ of survival. Whatever the truth 
of that assertion, the fact remained that Falkirk were still in there. Kilmarnock had been beaten 2–1 
at home by St. Johnstone, and the Perth side were due at Falkirk the following Wednesday. It was 
getting rather tense.

A goal-less draw against St. Johnstone wasn’t the end of the world, but it was not the result the 



players or manager wanted. Flynn missed two good chances to win the match and Moutinho 
should have done better after Showunmi flicked on a long throw-in from McLean. As the game 
wore on, those with radios passed on the news from Pittodrie. It was not good. Kilmarnock were 
winning, and the home support knew that another last-day decider seemed inevitable. Falkirk had 
not been short of effort and determination, but lacked the ability to turn their chances into goals. 
It was an all-too-familiar pattern and, in truth, Falkirk were lucky to survive a stonewall penalty 
claim when keeper Olejnik brought down substitute Falkingham in the box. Referee Thomson 
waved play on, and only he knew why he hadn’t given the decision that all Saints fans wanted, and 
their Falkirk counterparts dreaded. Derek McInnes’ side were coming into the game, and Deuchar 
and Sheerin should have put the game beyond Falkirk. It was all to play for on the final Saturday of 
the season at Rugby Park. Winner takes all. Even a draw wouldn’t be good enough to save Falkirk. 
It was another massive game, but this time there were no second chances.

Saturday May 8th 2010 At Rugby Park
KILMARNOCK 0 FALKIRK 0
Attendance: 10,662 Referee: D. McDonald

You can’t always get what you want, as someone once said. Falkirk got what they deserved at 
Rugby Park in a tense lunch-time encounter – absolutely nothing. They didn’t manage a single shot 
on target that counted and Killie keeper Alan Combe didn’t have a save to make. There was no 
repeat of the previous season’s Great Escape and the statistics said it all. One goal in 450 minutes 
of post-split football. 223 days at the bottom of the league. The five-year stay in the top flight was 
over and the massive Bairns’ support deserved better. The Falkirk manager’s brash assertion that 
he would save his club from the drop had acted as a motivation to his opposing managers, and so 
it proved here. Jimmy Calderwood was the latest to send out his players to prove that words don’t 
win matches.

One mistake could have proved costly, and Barr and Hamill made last-ditch tackles at either 
end. Invincible was in acres of space, but Bryson’s ball failed to reach him as Bairns fans feared 
the worst. There were near misses and misplaced passes and the tension mounted. Falkirk threw 
caution to the winds, bringing on forwards for defenders and risking creating gaps at the back. The 
clock ticked on and on. Killie were pinned back in their own half and Falkirk were battering them. 
It only needed one minute of inspiration and it should have come in 88 minutes. Flynn latched on 
to a Showunmi flick-on and was only eight yards out and straight in front of keeper Combe. He 
sank to his knees as the shot cleared the crossbar. It was the kind of chance that Falkirk’s Player 
of the Season would have put away nine times out of ten. There were five agonizing minutes of 
stoppage time before Dougie McDonald blew for time up and signalled a pitch invasion by the 
delighted (and relieved) home supporters. For his own safety, Steven Pressley was escorted up 
the tunnel as many sought to seek his opinion of the outcome and ask about his much-publicised 
‘guarantee’ of SPL survival. Falkirk were relegated.

KILMARNOCK: Combe, Wright, Pascali 
(s. Ford), Severin, Clancy, Bryson, 
Hamill, Invincible (s. Sammon), Kelly, 
Maguire (s. Fowler), Kyle.

Subs. Hay, Bell, Old, Owens.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Barr, Scobbie (s. 
Stewart), McLean, Twaddle, O’Brien, 
Arfield, Flynn, Healy (s. Finnigan), 
Moutinho (s. Compton).

Subs. Marceta, Lima, Duffy, Wagenaar. 



The post-match press conference could have turned into something nasty and, as Steven Pressley 
prepared for the inevitable questions about his ‘guarantees’, in came chairman Martin Ritchie and 
managing director George Craig. Pressley himself seemed surprised by their arrival, and Ritchie 
quickly took over expressing confidence in the young manager, while some journalists were 
expecting a first managerial sacking in public. It was all quite bizarre, and the assembled press pack 
were not quite sure what to make of it. Was this a board decision or had the chairman stepped in to 
save his manager from a mauling? Pressley was a keen student of positive thinking and motivation, 
and his public pronouncements about SPL survival probably antagonised opposition managers 
as much as they motivated his own players. ‘I’ve got a bit of egg on my face. Big deal. My ego is 
dented. Big deal.’

Martin Ritchie had estimated that the relegation would cost Falkirk around £2 million. He was 
absolutely correct when he said that the SPL place hadn’t been lost that day in Kilmarnock, but 
rather over a season. Falkirk had relegated Inverness on the last day of the previous season, 
and they had now bounced back at the first time of asking. Whether Falkirk could do the same 
remained to be seen. They certainly would need to shed staff, slash overheads and find someone 
who could score goals. In many ways the Rugby Park game had been a summary of the season as 
a whole – lots of possession, plenty of passion, determination and fight, but an absence of threat in 
front of goal and an inability to convert chances and score goals. The choice of two rookie managers 
in one season had come back to haunt the Falkirk board. Whose advice had they sought? Were 
there other options?



Scottish Premier Rangers
Scottish First Division Inverness C.T.
Scottish Second Division Stirling Albion
Scottish Third Division Livingston
Scottish Cup Dundee United
Scottish League Cup Rangers
Scottish League Challenge Cup Dundee
F.A. Cup Chelsea
English Premiership Chelsea
English League Cup Manchester United

Transfers In

Alex MacDonald (Burnley) loan
Brian McLean (Motherwell)
Marc Twaddle (Partick Thistle)
Ryan Flynn (Liverpool) loan
Danijel Marceta (Partisan Belgrade) loan
Vitor Lima (Piraeus)
Josh Wagenaar (Yeovil)
Kjartan Finnbogason (Sanderford)
Pedro Moutinho (F.C. Maritimo)
Pedro Monteiro (West Brom)
Jack Compton (Weston-super-Mare)
Toufik Zerara (Abu Dhabi)
Enoch Showunmi (Leeds)
Colin Healy (Ipswich)
Scott Gibb (Stirling) loan return

 Transfers Out

Neil McCann (retired)
Mark Staunton (East Fife)
Scott Gibb (released)
Dean Holden (Shrewsbury)
Steven Pressley (retired)
Dani Mallo (Castillo)
Kevin McBride (Hibs)
Partick Cregg (Hibs)
Michael Holden (St. Mirren)
Steve Lovell (Partick Thistle)
Dermot McCaffrey (Arbroath) loan
Paul Sludden (East Fife) loan
Alex MacDonald (Burnley) loan return
Brian Allison (Stirling Albion)
James Bloom (Alloa) loan
Chris Mitchell (Ayr) loan
Toufik Zerara (released)
Kjartan Finnbogason (released)
Kevin Moffat (released)
Sean Lynch (released)
Pedro Monteiro (M.K. Dons) 



CHAPTER FOUR – SEASON 2010–2011
TWO POINTS SHORT

Scottish League First Division – 3rd
Scottish Cup Round 4 – lost to Partick Thistle (a)
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost to Celtic (h) 4–0 
Top League Scorer M. Stewart 15
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Miller, Compton 1
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 5–0 v Stirling (a) 13/11/10
Heaviest Defeat 3–0 v Q.O.S. (h) 15/1/11, Dunfermline (a) 7/5/11
Challenge Cup  Round 1 – lost to Stirling (a) (pens) 24/7/10

The pre-season restored some optimism for Falkirk fans, and they were unbeaten in their six 
games. Away wins against Northwich Victoria and Oldham was followed by a home win against 
Dundee United, which was played behind closed doors. Draws against Carlisle and Bolton 
were more commendable, and the interchanging of the front three was a new feature of the play. 
Higginbotham looked a useful acquisition to the squad. The first competitive action of the season 
saw the short trip to Stirling and the match finished all square. Albion won 3–1 on penalties and 
their keeper Scott Christie was in outstanding form over the 120 minutes, saving at least four 
certain goals. He carried this form into the shoot-out and saved from Millar, Finnigan and Stewart. 
Falkirk were by far the better side, but found it difficult to break down John O’Neill’s side. They 
enjoyed the lion’s share of possession, passed the ball well, but couldn’t convert their chances into 
goals. That sounded all too familiar to the 1,038 Falkirk fans in the crowd of 1,542.

The ‘real thing’ started with a visit from old rivals Dunfermline Athletic on Saturday, August 7th. 
Almost 7,000 fans were in the Falkirk Stadium to see a very closely contested match and it was a 
Pat Clarke goal after 16 minutes that separated the sides. The Pars missed a penalty, awarded after 
Marr had fouled Cardle, when Olejnik saved Kirk’s effort. Mark Millar was sent off in stoppage 
time for a dangerous tackle on substitute Willie Gibson. Falkirk were not as impressive as they had 
been pre-season, and it was a disappointing start to the league campaign. Steven Pressley felt that 
the side had let people down, and few would have disagreed with that assessment. It was a sharp 
reminder that the league was going to be very competitive and an immediate return to the SPL 
would not be easy. 

Ryan Flynn’s strike was enough to take all three points up in Dingwall and make the long journey 
back down the A9 much easier for the Bairns’’ support. Allegedly, the Falkirk players had paid for 
their own overnight accommodation in Aviemore – an indication that the club’s finances were not 
as sound as they should have been. Ross County’s manager Derek Adams admitted that Falkirk 
deserved to win, but added rather ruefully that ‘They delayed the game, got fouls and made tackles 
count.’ 

The Challenge Cup loss was revenged with a 3–0 home win over Stirling and the league table took 
on a better look, with Falkirk sitting in second place behind early leaders Raith Rovers. The Binos 
were in determined defensive mood and frustrated the home players and supporters alike in a 
poor opening half. Three goals in an amazing 18 minutes ended the game as a contest and keeper 
Christie proved to be fallible after all. Twaddle, Stewart and Compton were the finishers and Albion 
were beaten. 

Falkirk progressed in the CIS Cup with a narrow 1–0 win at Firhill and it was another vital strike 
from Man of the Match Ryan Flynn that sealed the win. Thistle manager Ian McCall was furious 
at the ‘absolute travesty’ of the result, claiming that his side had dominated 80% of the game. 



Sarcastically, he wished Falkirk well in the next round, claiming that the style of play was less than 
entertaining. ‘Falkirk play a particular way but it always results in a boot up the park.’

There were plenty of familiar names in the Scotland Under-21 squad that was announced. Jamie 
Barclay, Jason Marr and Tam Scobbie were included, as was Huddersfield’s new recruit from 
Falkirk, Scott Arfield.

SCOTT ARFIELD

Scott Arfield was a product of the Falkirk Academy. making 
his first-team debut against Gretna in the SPL on August 
4th 2007 at Fir Park, Motherwell. He quickly showed that 
he could hold his own in this level of football and turned 
in several outstanding performances, scoring some vital 
goals in the process. He was soon noticed by national scouts 
and represented Scotland at Under-19, Under-21 and B 
levels in International matches. He was highly rated by 
Under-21 boss Billy Stark and was a vital part of the team 
which played in the European championships, along with 
fellow-Bairns Tam Scobbie and Chris Mitchell. He was 
twice voted as Young Player of the Month in the SPL, and 
it was obvious that Falkirk had a player with outstanding 
ability in their ranks. Wisely, the club gave him a five-year 
contract in February 2008 to safeguard any future transfer 
approaches. He was a member of the Falkirk side that 
finished runners-up to Rangers in the Scottish Cup Final 
of 2009 and was soon the subject of transfer speculation. A 
derisory offer of £100,000 was made by Hamilton in August 
2009, but as Falkirk started to struggle in the top flight, it 
seemed inevitable that their prize asset would move on sooner rather than later. There were reports 
that Hibs, Hearts and Southampton were interested, and after the club’s relegation the inevitable 
happened.

He moved to Huddersfield and was a key member of the side that won promotion to the 
Championship after a penalty shoot-out against Sheffield United. The transfer fee was reported 
to have been between £400,000 and might have risen to £600,000, depending on the number of 
appearances he made in the first team. Having made 119 appearances and scored nine goals, just 
short of the requisite number to trigger a £1,000 payment to Falkirk, he was released.

He signed for Burnley on a three-year deal in 2014 and played in 194 games for the Turf Moor side, 
turning in some great performances and scoring some spectacular goals in the process.  His 22 goals 
in these games was a pretty good strike rate for a midfield player. He was not in any way overawed 
by going up against some of the best players in the English top flight, and Falkirk fans took pride 
in seeing one of their own playing at this level on Match of the Day. He never forgot his Falkirk 
roots and he had been deeply moved by the tragic death of his former team-mate Craig Gowans, 
adopting the shirt number 37 as a poignant reminder. 

In May 2018, he signed for Rangers on a four-year deal and became part of the new regime under 
Steven Gerrard at Ibrox.

One of the great disappointments was the fact that he was ignored for a full Scotland cap, having 
played with distinction at the other levels for his country. Gordon Strachan never included Scott 
Arfield in any of his squads, despite outstanding performances in the English top flight. Scott’s 



father had been born in Toronto and so he decided that he would pursue a different route to 
International recognition after clearing the necessary FIFA registration systems. Scotland’s loss was 
Canada’s gain and he went on to play for his adopted country with distinction.

SCOTT ARFIELD  FALKIRK CAREER
League Games          101 (7)                  League  Goals  13          
League Cup Games      7  League Cup Goals 0
Scottish Cup Games     7 Scottish Cup Goals 3 
Europa Cup Games     2 Europa Cup Goals 0

Dundee keeper Rab Douglas was sent off for bringing Carl Finnigan down in the 55th minute of 
the game at Dens, but Falkirk couldn’t make their numerical advantage count and went down 
2–0 in a disappointing game. Dundee had been knocked out of the CIS Cup by Brechin City, but 
Gordon Chisholm’s side were in determined mood. Falkirk looked anything but title favourites, 
and Dundee could have added a third with a dipping volley from O’Donnell that crashed off the 
bar with Olejnik beaten.

Falkirk saw off Stirling and Alloa in the Stirlingshire Cup with Tam McManus making a second 
‘debut’ for a young side led by Alex Smith and Craig McPherson. Scotland Under-21s drew in 
Belarus with both Scobbie and Arfield starting the game. They were to face surprise side Iceland 
with the first leg away from home. Tam Scobbie knew it would be hard as the Iceland team had 
come through a tough group that had included Germany.

Tam McManus scored twice in a 3–1 home win over Queen of the South, despite Finnigan missing a 
penalty after Harris had been sent off for handling the ball under the bar to prevent a goal. Falkirk’s 
line-up looked much more adventurous, with the McManus and Finnigan strike force causing 
Kenny Brannigan’s side all sorts of problems. Falkirk’s win was their fourth from the last five 
games and the confidence seemed to be growing.

A narrow 2–1 home win over Morton was not without its nervy moments, but the first-half 
performance was the best seen for some time. Falkirk were now sitting in third place, behind the 
Fife title challengers Raith and Dunfermline, but they faced stronger opposition in a home CIS cup 
tie against Hearts. It turned out to be a rip-roaring cup tie and one of the best games seen at the 
ground for a while.

Tuesday September 21st 2010 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 4 HEARTS 3
Stewart 2, Finnigan, Flynn Kyle 2, Suso
Attendance: 4,216 Referee: B. Winter

This game was all that is best in a good old-fashioned cup tie – 
goals galore, incidents a-plenty, eight bookings, a sending-off, 
controversy and a late, late winner. There were villains, heroes, 
moments of tension, joy, despair and a fantastic atmosphere on 
a cold, crisp September night. You just couldn’t script a game 
like this one and it was only right and proper that it would be 
settled in the dying minutes. Jim Jefferies must have wondered 
what was happening to his side as they went 2–0 down and lost 
a player in a frantic first half. 

Tam McManus only lasted a matter of minutes and went off 
injured after a clash with Suso Santana. Needless to say, the 
Hearts fans were showing little sympathy to the ex-Hibs man, 



but Jim Jefferies was more sportsmanlike with a pat on the back. Mark Stewart was the replacement 
and he was in great form, running the Hearts defence ragged, especially ex-Bairn Darren Barr in 
the centre of the away defence. MARK STEWART opened the scoring after 13 minutes, chasing 
Compton’s through pass. There was a real moment of drama in the 26th minute, when Thomson 
and Finnigan clashed, and the referee consulted with his officials. Finnigan was booked, but 
Thomson was ordered off. The chances came for Falkirk and CARL FINNIGAN added a second 
when he stabbed Stewart’s cross past Kello four minutes before half time. The interval couldn’t 
come quickly enough for a beleaguered Hearts side.

Falkirk fans knew fine well that their old manager would have read the riot act to his charges at 
the break and, sure enough, Hearts looked a much more solid outfit in the second period. They 
had loud appeals for a penalty after Suso’s shot seemed to hit McLean’s arm. One escape, but a 
second appeal moments later was more successful. Hearts pulled a goal back in 67 minutes when 
KEVIN KYLE scored from the spot after O’Brien was adjudged to have fouled the dangerous Suso. 
Seven minutes later SUSO SANTANA drew Hearts level after a Stevenson corner and Falkirk fans 
feared the worst. Four minutes later KEVIN KYLE headed a Stevenson free kick in off the bar to 
give Hearts a 3–2 lead and the ten men had certainly seized the initiative. The neutrals expected a 
Falkirk capitulation, but the Bairns fought back in style. The Hearts support was silenced when, 
with ten minutes left to play, RYAN FLYNN fired into the far corner after receiving the ball on the 
edge of the box. This set up a great finale and, to be fair to the visitors, they played as though they 
had a full side on the park. Compton’s corner in injury time was headed across the box by McLean 
and MARK STEWART pounced to score. There was barely time to restart the game. The home 
fans were ecstatic, while those of a maroon persuasion were indignant at the celebrations of their 
former playing hero and skipper of their cup-winning side who was now well and truly cast as the 
pantomime villain. 

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Marr (s. Duffie), Twaddle, Scobbie, McLean, O’Brien, Higginbotham (s. Millar), 
Compton, Flynn, Finnigan, McManus (s. Stewart).

Subs. Mitchell, Barclay.

HEARTS: Kello, Craig Thomson, Barr, Bouzid, Palazuelos, Suso, Stevenson, Jonsson, Templeton, 
Kyle, Elliot (s. Mrowiec).

Subs. Obua, Novikovas, Glen, Balogh.

DARREN BARR 

Darren Barr became the first Falkirk player since John White to 
be capped at full International level for Scotland when he played 
against Northern Ireland in a 0–0 draw on August 20th 2008. 
He had also played at B International level against Finland in 
February of the previous year in a 2–2 draw.

He was born on March 17th 1985 and was another product of the 
Falkirk youth programme, signing on in July 2002. He was sent 
out on loan to Forfar at the start of season 2005–06, and gained 
useful experience in the cut and thrust of lower–league football. 
He soon established himself as a defender of note and he was 
twice voted SPL Young Player of the Month for outstanding 
performances in the heart of the back four. Aged 22, he became 
captain of the side and led by example. His abilities attracted 
the attention of other clubs and both Hibs and Aberdeen were 
rumoured to be tracking his progress. He was played at full-back 
for several games, but he was much better in the middle of the 



defence. He signed a pre-contract agreement to join Hearts in January 2010, but stayed at Falkirk 
to help them battle relegation. His last game in navy blue came in the 0–0 draw at Rugby Park that 
took Falkirk down. 

He was a member of the Hearts team that won the Scottish Cup in 2012 and scored the first Hearts 
goal in their 5–1 demolition of their city rivals Hibs. He played many games in a midfield role, but 
he suffered from injuries and had to undergo surgery for a hernia problem. At the end of 2012–13, 
he signed for Kilmarnock on a one-year contract. His subsequent career took him to Ross County, 
but a cruciate ligament injury was another setback. He moved down a division in June 2015 to 
join Dumbarton, where he was made captain. After a spell at Morton, where he combined playing 
duties with a managerial role in the development squad, he played for Stirling Albion from January 
2018.

DARREN BARR FALKIRK CAREER
League Games            142 (4)        League  Goals  6          
League Cup Games        7             League Cup Goals 0
Scottish Cup Games       9          Scottish Cup Goals 1 
Europa Cup  Games       2    Europa Cup Goals 0

The euphoria of the CIS Cup progress was short-lived as Raith Rovers won 2–1 in Kirkcaldy. A goal 
by Ryan Flynn after only seven minutes’ play had shocked the home support, but Falkirk were 
unable to subdue a lively home side and a poor second half saw the game deteriorate into a series 
of middle-of-the park aerial battles. The biggest cheer of the afternoon came with the introduction 
of Raith substitute and former Falkirk player Mark Campbell, who was making his return to first-
team action following a near-fatal car crash seven months previously. 

There was a resounding 5–1 win against an injury-hit Cowdenbeath at the Falkirk Stadium to get 
back on track, and the game was all but over after only 34 minutes. By that time Falkirk had cruised 
to a 3–0 lead and the Fife side, who had shocked Dundee, Partick and Morton, were well beaten. 
Jack Compton was injured during the goal celebrations to mark his 11th-minute opener and had to 
be replaced by Mark Millar. Mark Ramsay’s late penalty was little consolation for Jimmy Nicholl’s 
side, who had gone into the match level on points with Falkirk. Shaven-headed Mark Millar had an 
outstanding game.

Tam Scobbie played in the Scotland Under-21 team that lost narrowly to Iceland in Reykjavik. 
Jamie Murphy’s opening goal in 19 minutes was cancelled out by goals from Gudmundsson and 
Omarsson. The second leg at Easter Road ended with a similar scoreline and the young Icelanders 
looked an impressive outfit. Scobbie played well enough at left wing-back and was replaced 
with eight minutes left for play by Dundee’s Leigh Griffiths as Scotland went all out for a late 
winner. It was to be Scobbie’s 12th and final cap for the Under-21 side and he couldn’t hide his 
disappointment at the side’s failure to reach the finals in Denmark.

Falkirk lost ground on the League leaders after going down 1–0 at Firhill, and many would have 
considered that their defensive tactics spoiled a potentially good game. Manager Steven Pressley 
was scathing in his assessment of Ian McCall’s side: ‘The team we were playing – that is not how 
the game will move forwards. They were completely negative. They had no desire to play any level 
of football.’ Both Raith and Dunfermline had picked up maximum points and Falkirk were now six 
points behind the Pars.

Queen of the South were struggling to get 16 fit players for the Falkirk game and the Bairns won 
comfortably 5–1 at Palmerston. They fielded an unchanged side for the visit to Pittodrie for the CIS 
Cup tie against Aberdeen the following Tuesday. 



Tuesday October 26th 2010 At Pittodrie
ABERDEEN 2 FALKIRK 1
Hartley 2 Khalis
Attendance: 6,710 Referee: S. O’Reilly

This result was a complete travesty and Falkirk 
deserved at least another 30 minutes of extra time. 
Manager Mark McGhee was full of praise for Falkirk 
and agreed that ‘they can feel hard done by’. Falkirk 
were by far the better side in the first half, and for long 
periods of the second dominated their SPL opponents. 
MEHDI KHALIS opened the scoring after 32 minutes 
when he headed home from a Higginbotham corner. 
Falkirk had been all over the Dons in that opening 
period and the home fans were growing increasingly 
restless. Aberdeen had a habit of struggling against 
sides from lower leagues in cup ties, and this proved 

no exception to that trend. Falkirk’s passing game seem to bewilder Aberdeen and there were 
plenty of chances being created. 

Aberdeen equalised against the run of play in 63 minutes, when Mackie played the ball across 
the box for the unmarked PAUL HARTLEY to head into the corner of the net. Keeper Howard 
denied Flynn after a great solo run from deep. Falkirk looked the likelier side to score again and 
Aberdeen were hanging on. Then came the heart-breaking moment with 93 minutes on the clock. A 
long clearance was booted up the park and Olejnik made his first mistake of the evening when he 
dropped the ball under no apparent pressure. Maguire seized his chance and Khalis didn’t appear 
to make any contact. To the amazement of all concerned, referee Steve O’Reilly pointed to the spot. 
Nobody, not even the Aberdeen support, could see how the decision had been reached. PAUL 
HARTLEY scored from the resulting penalty kick and that was that. It was hard to bear and made 
the long journey home even more painful. It was no consolation to hear that the Aberdeen players 
had felt the penalty award had been ‘soft’.

ABERDEEN: Howard, McArdle, Diamond, Maguire, Hartley, Vernon, Mackie, Aluko, Ifill, Jack, 
Robertson.

Subs. Young, Velicka, Paton, Magennis.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Marr, Twaddle, McLean, Khalis, O’Brien, Higginbotham, Millar, Finnigan, 
Flynn, Stewart.

Subs. Deuchar, Mitchell, Alston, Duffie, Barclay.

When Dundee’s Leigh Griffiths opened the scoring after only two minutes in the game at the 
Falkirk Stadium, many feared the worst. Five minutes later, Dundee were 2–0 up and another 
Dundee hammering seemed likely, evoking memories of 8–0 games at Brockville. Two goals from 
Mark Stewart set up a grandstand finish and Mark Millar’s late penalty balanced out a third 
Dundee goal from substitute David Wittenveen. It was a great game to watch and both managers 
agreed that the players’ efforts were commendable. Dundee had gone into administration and 
feared a points deduction when the SFL management committee met the following Monday. The 
club were initially deducted 25 points at the hearing, plunging them into bottom place, and the 
future looked bleak.

Any hopes of an immediate return to the top flight faded after a disappointing 1–0 home defeat by 
Ross County, when Andy Barrowman’s 27th-minute goal settled matters. Falkirk had two penalty 
claims waved aside by referee Dougie McDonald, but Steven Pressley felt the official was correct 



on both occasions. County manager Derek Adams felt that his side had pulled off their best win of 
the season so far. They had closed down play-maker Burton O’Brien and the Falkirk front men were 
starved of any real service. The two Fife rivals, Raith Rovers and Dunfermline, both lost and Falkirk 
were now seven points behind the leaders. 

Stirling Albion were hammered 5–0 at Forthbank and they looked a sorry outfit. Mark Stewart 
scored his third double of the season and he caused a beleaguered Albion all sorts of problems. 
John O’Neill’s side were up against it especially after the dismissal of Scott Buist in the 52nd 
minute. The SPL days of all-seated stadia had denied many young supporters the opportunity of 
watching football from the terraces, and the Forthbank experience was appreciated by many.

Dumbarton won the Stirlingshire Cup with a 2–0 win over a young Falkirk side and the Bairns 
passed up several good chances at the finish. Young Blair Alston was outstanding in midfield and 
manager Craig McPherson felt that the players had played well enough as individuals, but lacked 
cohesion as a unit.

Keeper Jamie Barclay played in the Scotland Under-21 side that won 3–1 at Firhill against Northern 
Ireland. He was held accountable for Euan O’Kane’s goal, although he made a great save later on to 
deny Carson. Kieran Duffie made a late appearance as a substitute, replacing Armstrong.

Steven Pressley was furious about the late postponement of the game at the Falkirk Stadium against 
Partick Thistle only 50 minutes before the scheduled kick-off time. The pitch was passed at 11.00 am 
by local referee Stephen Finnie, but referee Matt Northcroft who had travelled from Stonehaven, 
reversed that decision at 2.10 pm when the ice had not fully melted. This led to the inevitable 
calls for a winter shutdown and many supporters were baffled by the decision, especially as the 
under-soil heating was allegedly in use all week at a cost of £650 a day, and extra industrial heaters 
had been used. Thistle boss Ian McCall felt the decision to postpone was right, and some parts of 
the pitch did look very icy. He also stated that he felt the original decision had ‘been influenced 
by Falkirk officials’. Either way, it was a costly postponement and Falkirk faced a long period of 
inactivity. Just to make a point, Falkirk staged an impromptu bounce game on the pitch after Thistle 
players and officials had left. It was a spell of bad weather all over the country and many roads 
were treacherous. Games had been postponed on the Friday evening to avoid spectator travel.

Falkirk’s next game was on December 29th at home to Raith Rovers, after five consecutive games 
had been postponed, including the Boxing Day derby at East End Park. After such a long period 
without a competitive game, 46 days to be precise, Falkirk looked rusty and could easily have lost 
all three points, but for an excellent Olejnik save from Tade in injury time, and then Scobbie clearing 
Baird’s follow-up off the line. It was a bitterly cold, foggy day and the only time the temperature 
was raised was when Marc Twaddle and ex-Bairn Paul Smith, then Rovers assistant manager, 
clashed on the touchline following a challenge on the player by Gregory Tade. 

A flu epidemic had decimated the Stirling Albion squad and they had asked for a postponement 
of the game at Falkirk on January 2nd. John O’Neill managed to get a team together with a 
combination of invalids, trialists and emergency signings. Those who expected a cricket score 
were surprised by the resilience of the visitors and the final score of 4–2 was a testimony to their 
determination and resolution in defence. The race for promotion was a tight one, with Raith only 
one point behind leaders Dunfermline. Dundee were also, technically, level with Raith but were still 
waiting for the result of their appeal against their 25-point deduction.

Falkirk and Partick were fated to meet for the seventh time in the season after they drew their 
Scottish Cup match 2–2 in Falkirk. The original Saturday match had been called off due to snow, 
but the game went ahead on the Tuesday evening. The attendance of only 2,039 was poor and 
must have worried the management. The fixtures were piling up and many of these games were 
of considerable significance in terms of promotion possibilities and cup progress. The highlight of 
the game was a great goal from Mark Millar, who twisted and turned one way and another before 



firing in a curling shot which gave keeper Scott Fox no chance. It took a late goal from substitute 
Kris Doolan to earn the Jags a replay.

Falkirk were woeful in their next league game, going down 3–0 at home to Queen of the South. 
On a day of lashing rain and gales, the home stands were emptying from half time onwards as 
the Dumfries side had eased into a three-goal interval lead with goals from Allan Johnston and 
ex-Bairn Colin McMenamin. Many of those who were left at the final whistle booed the team off 
the park. Steven Pressley didn’t hide his frustration and admitted this had been ‘a major blow’. He 
apologised for the performance and accepted full responsibility for the team selection, the tactics 
and the motivation. It was a shocking display and Pressley’s anger was evident when he made all 
three substitutions at half time. 

There must have been a lot of soul-searching after the match and at training, as there was a clear 
improvement shown in the cup replay the following Tuesday night. Thistle won 1–0, with an 
Erskine goal after only six minutes, but Falkirk probably did enough to take the tie into extra time. 
There was a much better defensive performance and Stewart Murdoch had an impressive debut. 
The Firhill pitch was atrocious and made good football well-nigh impossible. In the mini-league 
between the two sides, Thistle now led 2–1 with four drawn.

Mission Impossible?  Barry Smith’s Dundee side had been deducted 25 points and had failed in 
their appeal to have the decision reversed. They needed wins galore to survive and had started well 
in their quest to close a seemingly impossible gap. Falkirk were the visitors on Saturday, January 
22nd 2011. 

Saturday January 22nd 2011 At Dens Park
DUNDEE 1 FALKIRK 0
Forsyth
Attendance: 4,763 Referee: C. Allan

After this narrow win, Dundee were now on a three-month unbeaten run of twelve games and few 
watching this game could deny their determination to play for the cause. Griffiths was playing 
his last game before his move to Wolves and Dundee started at electrifying pace. They could have 
taken the lead after only five minutes had it not been for a brilliant Olejnik save. The goal came 
in the eighth minute when CRAIG FORSYTH headed home from an Irvine cross. Dundee could 
have, and should have, put the game beyond Falkirk and only Olejnik kept the score down. When 
Finnigan was sent off at 67 minutes for his second bookable offence, Falkirk faced a huge task to 
save the game. There was a strong penalty claim when Millar went down after a challenge from 
keeper Douglas and the Falkirk manager was not slow to vent his disapproval at the decision.

Falkirk were losing their way and the pattern of conceding early goals was costing them dearly. It 
needed something special to get back on track.

DUNDEE: Douglas, Irvine, McKeown, Weston, 
Lockwood, Riley, O’Donnell, Harkins, Forsyth, 
Griffiths, Brighton (s. McIntosh).

Subs. Benedictus, Stewart, Rennie, Gibson.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Mitchell (s. Duffie), McLean, 
Khalis, Twaddle, Stewart, O’Brien, Millar 
(s. Higginbotham), Murdoch (s. Compton), 
Finnigan, Flynn.

Subs. Scobbie, Barclay. 



That something special came at Stark’s Park, Kirkcaldy, when Falkirk clawed their way back into 
the title race with a victory over League leaders Raith Rovers. Yet again, an early goal was conceded 
when Ellis scored after only ten minutes and the travelling supporters feared another collapse. 
Falkirk equalised in 38 minutes with a contender for Goal of the Season. Jack Compton picked up 
the ball on the halfway line, drove forward and hit an absolute screamer from 30 yards out past 
McGurn into the top left-hand corner of the net. He immediately raced toward his manager to 
celebrate the strike. Pressley had been under pressure from the away fans with chants of ‘You’re 
Getting Sacked in the Morning’ reverberating round the ground when Rovers held the lead. 

Falkirk’s winner came after a terrible fumble by the Raith keeper, when he failed to hold a Millar 
effort from outside the box and Mark Stewart pounced to score.The result was massive for Falkirk, 
as a defeat would almost certainly have ended the promotion challenge leaving them 13 points 
adrift. Instead, they were seven points off the top with a game in hand. Pedro Moutinho was 
making his return debut and played for 65 minutes before being substituted by Alston.

Falkirk scraped through 1–0 against Morton, thanks to a Mark Stewart strike, and the game was 
instantly forgettable. Morton had two players sent off and Mark Millar was also dismissed by 
referee Somers. Morton manager Alan Moore refused to meet the press after the game and was 
clearly raging at the outcome. The league table was now looking more interesting. With Raith’s 
defeat at Dens Park, Falkirk were very much in the hunt. 

The crunch game might have been the game at East End Park on Tuesday February 15th. It was an 
absolute cracker.

Tuesday February 15th 2011 At East End Park
DUNFERMLINE 1 FALKIRK 1
Kirk Scobbie
Attendance: 5,082 Referee: A. Law

Falkirk were in outstanding form and deserved to win this 
fiercely contested derby game. They raised their game and 
dominated their hosts for long periods of the game. Roared 
on by a vociferous away support, the team started well and, 
for once, didn’t concede an early goal. They had a setback 
after only ten minutes, when Compton had to go off and was 
replaced by Higginbotham. Play was certainly end-to-end 
and the game was a great advert for the division. The main 
talking points centred on the final twelve minutes, when the 
game was at a crucial stage. Scobbie slipped and gave Graham 
a great chance to open the scoring. Olejnik’s save was vital, as 
was Duffie’s goal-line clearance from Buchanan’s follow-up 
effort. With ten minutes left for play, TAM SCOBBIE scored 
after keeper Smith had dropped a free kick from Moutinho. 
The euphoria only lasted five minutes when ANDY KIRK equalised after a cross from McCann. 
Both managers were full of praise for their charges. Only one of the Falkirk team was over 25 and 
they gave their all for the side. Pars boss Jim McIntyre felt a draw was about right – an opinion not 
shared by many in the away support, which was around 1,500 in number.

DUNFERMLINE: Smith, Woods, McCann, Mason, Rutkiewicz, Keddie, Graham, Phinn (s. Hardie), 
Buchanan, Kirk, Cardle  s. McDougall).

Subs. Burke, McGregor, Allison.



FALKIRK: Olejnik, Duffie, Twaddle, McLean, Scobbie, O’Brien, Stewart (s. Moutinho), Murdoch, 
Finnigan, Flynn, Compton (s. Higginbotham).

Subs. Perry, Mitchell, Barclay.

Falkirk’s 2–0 home win over Cowdenbeath, courtesy of goals by Murdoch and Flynn, was best 
described as ‘routine’, with Jimmy Nicholl’s side offering little threat in attack. There was little 
margin for error as the season started to come to the boil, and the two Fife teams showed no signs 
of imploding. 

Kevin Cuthbert was the Morton hero in a 0–0 draw at Cappielow, twice denying Mark Stewart in 
the closing stages. In reality, a draw was probably about right and Morton seemed to know how to 
frustrate Falkirk. Manager Pressley talked up the result, claiming it was a vital point won, but many 
felt this was in fact two points dropped. The reality sank in with the 2–1 defeat in Dingwall, which 
effectively ended the title charge for the season.

Jimmy Calderwood yet again broke Falkirk hearts when his Ross County side out-fought, out-
muscled and out-thought their visitors. The 2–1 win was deserved, but Falkirk looked a tired 
side and far from the team that had played so well against Dunfermline. The Pars were the next 
visitors to Falkirk and they knew that a win would virtually kill off one of their closest rivals for the 
promotion place.

Dunfermline were 2–0 up at the break and Falkirk looked to have lost their last chance of getting back 
on track. Mark Millar’s 58th-minute penalty, awarded when keeper Smith brought him down in the 
box, gave some hope and started a siege of the visitors’ goal. Keeper Smith was injured in an accidental 
collision and seemed to be concussed. All three substitutes had been used and it looked as though 
an outfield player would have to go in goals for the remainder of the match had Smith not recovered 
sufficiently to play on. As always, the Bairns manager was full of positive comments afterwards, 
claiming that Partick Thistle’s win in Kirkcaldy had given Falkirk a lifeline, but he conceded for the 
first time that promotion ‘is still a big ask’. Falkirk fans had known that for a few weeks.

The club AGM was scheduled for March 28th, but there had been a postal problem and several 
sets of accounts hadn’t reached shareholders. The stark facts were that the club had lost almost £1 
million in final season in the SPL. Martin Ritchie described the ‘thoroughly miserable year’ ending 
in May 2010. The club had employed three managers in that period – John Hughes, Eddie May and 
Steven Pressley – and the figures did not include the transfer money received from Huddersfield 
Town for Scott Arfield. Fans’ contributions were described as ‘critical in the running of the club’ by 
the chairman, who saw the future of the Academy as essential to provide a ‘strong flow of talented 
young players’.

Some supporters were growing uneasy at the format of the AGM, which had now become a series 
of PowerPoint presentations followed by Question and Answer sessions with staff and officials. The 
worrying part of the financial report referred to long term concerns over sustainability. It indicated 
the existence of a material uncertainty which may cast significant doubt about the group’s ability to 
continue as a going concern. Since relegation, the wage bill had been slashed, staff numbers were 
down, and the club were playing in a lower league. What would the next set of accounts reveal?

Falkirk met the rejuvenated Dundee and the 2–2 draw extended their unbeaten run to an amazing 
21 games. It was a fantastic achievement, especially as Barry Smith’s side were two goals down 
with only 27 minutes to go. Tam McManus had his best game as a Bairn and opened the scoring 
after 27 minutes. When Mark Stewart added a second, it looked all over for the visitors, but Irvine’s 
goal one minute later gave them hope and they well deserved their share of the points. Falkirk 
had looked nervous after Dundee forced themselves back into the game, and a draw all but ended 
Falkirk’s fading promotion hopes. 



A Tuesday-night trip to Dumfries was not everyone’s idea of an easy game. A very fortunate Tam 
McManus goal after 27 minutes was enough to take all three points, and the 60 or so Falkirk fans 
had to endure a nail-biting finish to the game. Olejnik and Millar were the star performers and the 
win took Falkirk into third place, with a game against League leaders Raith Rovers to come on the 
following Saturday.

Raith looked a dangerous outfit and Tade missed a good early chance, before Mark Stewart put 
Falkirk ahead. John Baird equalised in the 74th minute with an acrobatic overhead kick and Raith 
looked the more likely side to grab the winner. Stewart added a second to take all three points, but 
Raith boss John McGlynn was aggrieved at the result, feeling his side had ‘battered’ Falkirk. In 
fairness, Raith had been the better side for most of the game, but Falkirk carried more than their fair 
share of luck. Many home fans felt their side had been very fortunate to win, but the three points, 
added to Dunfermline’s goal-less home draw against Partick Thistle, made the top of the table 
much more interesting. Raith were on 53 points from 30 games, Dunfermline were one point behind 
having played the same number of matches, and Falkirk were in third place on 44 points, but with 
three games in hand.

The team suffered a real setback with a miserable 0–0 draw against Cowdenbeath the following 
Tuesday night. It was a truly awful game and the journey home was made all the more miserable 
with the news of Dunfermline’s last-minute winner up in Dingwall. Central Park was not the 
surface for good football, and Falkirk’s best moment came when Mark Millar fired in a tremendous 
free kick from 30 yards, which rattled the crossbar. The result was a huge disappointment and 
there were no excuses for the faltering performance. The ball was in the air far too often and 
Cowdenbeath chased and harried at every opportunity. Their boss Jimmy Nicholl felt they 
deserved their ‘battling point’.

The title-challenging Fife teams both won their games on April 2nd, with Dunfermline winning 
1–0 at Central Park and Raith seeing off Dundee 2–1 at Stark’s Park, thanks to a last-minute winner 
from Walker. Falkirk’s 2–2 draw at Cappielow was almost fatal to their hopes. Two draws in a week 
had damaged the promotion challenge and this result could have been worse. It took a deflected 
shot from Kieran Duffie in 87 minutes to earn the draw. Morton seemed the more eager side for 
long periods and Falkirk boss Steven Pressley felt annoyed at several comments directed towards 
him from home fans, claiming ‘a lack of respect’ was being shown towards him. Falkirk were 
certainly fighting for the cause, but they were running out of games, and there was no sign of any 
slip-ups by the Fife sides.

The balloon finally burst on April 9th, when Partick Thistle won 3–2 at the Falkirk Stadium. Thistle 
were 3–0 up after an hour, with two goals by Erskine and one by Doolan, before Falkirk came into 
the match with a goal by Tam McManus in 66 minutes. Carl Finnigan’s goal five minutes from time 
made the score much more flattering and certainly Falkirk had been a better side in the second half.

Steven Pressley had been annoyed by the displaying of a banner which read ‘No More Brown 
Shoes’. The manager’s position was the subject of much discussion in the press on Monday 
morning. He had always been an advocate of positive thinking and his comments had a tendency 
to rile opposing managers and supporters alike. Some of the Falkirk support were losing patience 
with their manager, but the players leapt to his defence. Carl Finnigan insisted the dressing-room 
was right behind their boss. 

A fans’ meeting had been called to explain the club’s financial predicament and to appeal for 
supporters to buy season tickets to tide the club over the next few months.The management of 
the meeting was shambolic and one microphone meant that the large crowd could not hear the 
questions, only the answers. Chairman Martin Ritchie looked ill at ease as he tried to field a series 
of increasingly awkward queries from around 400 fans. Supporters were again being asked to 
bale the club out and pay wages, and many had been asking why this was happening again. The 



chairman insisted there was no bank debt, and no outstanding issues with HMRC. He refused 
to discuss the manager’s position, and the mood of the crowd was one of disbelief, anger and 
frustration. Income levels had reportedly dropped 70% since 2009, but fans were assured that 
administration was not an immediate threat. The problems with HMRC that had led to the threat 
of a court action back in February were now resolved, but many were less than convinced that all 
was well in financial terms. Memories of 1998 were still strong, and the reference to ‘short-term 
cash flow’ difficulties was not what supporters wanted to hear. The promotion challenge had all but 
gone, and now there were real fears that the future of the club was at risk.

Just for a change, Falkirk played Partick Thistle again on the Tuesday night at Firhill. This time, 
Falkirk came out on top and it took a last-minute goal from Willie Kinniburgh to make the score 
closer than it should have been. Blair Alston and Ryan Flynn scored in a three-minute period to 
ensure an away win. Falkirk were nine points behind leaders Dunfermline with a game in hand. At 
the final whistle, Falkirk had eight Academy graduates on the park and Stephen Kingsley and Jay 
Fulton made their first-team debuts. Blair Alston made his first-team starting debut. For a whole 
variety of reasons, Falkirk’s future seemed to be linked to the future development and support of 
the Academy structure. 

A paltry crowd of 636 turned up to see Falkirk win 2–1 at Central Park after Greg Stewart had given 
the Blue Brazil a shock opening goal. Two goals in four second-half minutes from Mark Stewart 
and Brian McLean earned three more points. Mark Stewart was leading the First Division scoring 
league charts with 14 goals, and he was on target again in the home match against Partick Thistle.

There were press rumours that Ian McCall, who had resigned from Partick Thistle, was being lined 
up as Steven Pressley’s successor. Goals in the last minute of each half, by firstly Tam McManus 
and then Mark Stewart, earned another three points. It was the SEVENTH meeting of the sides that 
season, and the attendance of 3,439 maybe reflected the lack of interest in the game. There were 
plenty of managers in the stand, some watching players while others might have been weighing 
up the club in general, should any vacancy arise for a manager. Jay Fulton started the game and his 
father and former Bairn, Steve, was in the stand. The Fultons joined the McFeats in providing the 
only father-and-son combinations to have represented the club at that time. 

Already-relegated Stirling Albion went down 2–1 to Falkirk as the season drew to a close and the 
Bairns had rattled up four consecutive wins. Dunfermline’s win over Raith made it all but certain 
that the title, and automatic promotion, would be heading over the Forth to East End Park. Pressley 
was defiant and insisted that the side would not give up until it was mathematically impossible for 
his team to win the league. Falkirk had looked tired at Forthbank, probably the result of playing 
so many games in such a short space of time. One disappointing aspect of the game came when 
referee Stevie O’Reilly sent Falkirk substitute Stephen Kingsley off the park for a tackle on Michael 
Doyle. Kingsley had been on the park for a matter of minutes, and the instant dismissal looked 
harsh in the extreme.

As Falkirk fans exited the stadium after the 1–0 home defeat by relegation-threatened Ross County, 
the game was well and truly up. Jonathan Flynn’s last-minute winner for County was hard enough 
to bear, but the news of the Pars’ 2–0 win at Cappielow was the final nail in the coffin. It had been 
a poor game and Falkirk looked a spent force. The manager remained defiant and stated he knew 
what was needed to improve the team. The ‘To Do’ list included a search for players to provide 
‘strength, mentality and aggression’ and ‘leadership all over the park’. 

Changes were about to be made on and off the park, but the immediate nightmare was a trip to 
East End Park to watch the new First Champions being crowned in front of their adoring fans. 
Falkirk fans had hoped that they might have been crossing the Forth to witness an epic title decider. 



Saturday May 7th 2011 At East End Park
DUNFERMLINE 3 FALKIRK 0
Phinn 2, Clarke
Attendance: 7,826 Referee: S. Conroy

This final game was a strange one, with 
many players knowing they were playing 
their last game for their club. Before the 
game, there were brown shoes being 
thrown on to the pitch, clearly aimed at 
riling the Falkirk manager. Dunfermline 
realised that Falkirk would try to play the 
role of party-poopers, but two goals from 
NICK PHINN and one from PAT CLARKE 
made sure it was a day to remember in 
the town. The damage was done eight 
minutes into the second half, when Phinn 
netted his second goal. Up till then Falkirk 
had looked capable of resisting. Clarke’s 
goal came three minutes from full time, 

and by then, many of the 600-odd Bairns fans were in their cars and buses heading home. It was 
all too easy for the Champions and they put over three crosses in the game, and scored from two 
of them. Falkirk’s defence tried hard but their inexperience was all too obvious. Stephen Kingsley 
made his full debut and Ross Perry partnered Tam Scobbie in the centre, while Kieran Duffie was 
at right wing-back. Jack Compton was the best Bairn, but it was a day for the home support. To win 
the title at home against your biggest rivals is the stuff of legends and even the PA announcer had 
managed to get in on the act. ‘We’ll Meet Again’ and ‘Crocodile Shoes’ blasted out as those in black 
and white celebrated the occasion. Few could have argued with the eventual outcome. Dunfermline 
had scored most points, had scored most goals and had conceded fewest goals. Steven Pressley was 
gracious in defeat and congratulated his opposite number Jim McIntyre.

DUNFERMLINE: Smith, Dowie, McCann, Rutkiewicz, Keddie, Graham, Mason, Phinn (s. Burke), 
Cardle (s. Buchanan), McDougall, Kirk (s. Clarke).

Subs. Higgins, Allison.

FALKIRK: Olejnik, Duffie, Kingsley, Perry, Scobbie, O’Brien, Stewart, Compton, McManus (s. 
Finnigan), Flynn, Higginbotham.

Subs. Mitchell, Murdoch, Alston, Barclay.

The manager had been given a new contract, a decision that was not universally popular, but there 
were sweeping changes elsewhere. All three keepers were free to move on and twelve others were 
told their time at the club was over. Those leaving were Burton O’Brien, Pedro Moutinho, Mehdi 
Khalis, James Bloom, Brian McLean, Kieran Stallard, Euan Grant, Chris Mitchell, Craig McLeish, 
Carl Finnigan, and Tam McManus. There were reports that McManus could be retained should 
sufficient finances become available. Olejnik had won the Falkirk Herald Starshot award, and his 
release surprised many. He had been Man of the Match on several occasions. As the close season 
arrived, it was clear that there would be a lot of movement at the club, but any incoming players 
would need to be available, and affordable. The Bairns’ boss realised that there were financial 
problems at the club and they were ‘incredibly difficult’, as he put it. Two targets were reported 
to be Darren Dods and Grant Munro, players who might provide the leadership that the younger 
players would need. Behind the scenes, there were big changes being planned in the administration 
and management of the club.



Scottish Premier Rangers
Scottish First Division Dunfermline 
Scottish Second Division Livingston
Scottish Third Division Arbroath
Scottish Cup Celtic
Scottish League Cup Rangers
Scottish League Challenge Cup Ross County
F.A. Cup Manchester City
English Premiership Manchester United
English League Cup Birmingham City

Transfers In
 
Mark Millar (Celtic)
Kallum Higginbotham (Rochdale)
Jason Marr (Celtic) loan
Kenny Deuchar (St. Johnstone)
Mehdi Khalis (Angers)
Tam McManus (Ayr)
Stewart Murdoch (East Fife) loan return
Pedro Moutinho (A.E.P. Paphos)
Ross Perry (Rangers) loan
 

Transfers Out
 
Vitor Lima (Doxa Drama)
Pedro Moutinho (A.E.P. Paphos)
Scott Arfield (Huddersfield)
Darren Barr (Hearts)
Enoch Showunmi (Tranmere)
Colin Healy (Ipswich) loan return
Jackie McNamara (Partick Thistle)
Sean Lynch (St. Mirren)
Josh Wagenaar (released)
Brian Allison (Stirling Albion)
Paul Sludden (Altona City)
Dayne Robertson (released)
Michael Andrews (East Stirling)
Jason Marr (Celtic) loan return



CHAPTER FIVE – SEASON 2011–12
ANOTHER CUP WIN

Scottish League First Division – 3rd
Scottish Cup Round 5 – lost to Ayr
Scottish League Cup Semi-Final – lost to Celtic
Challenge Cup Final – won 1–0 v Hamilton
Top League Scorer El Alagui 18
Top Scottish Cup Scorer El Alagui, Dods, Alston 1
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 5–1 v Queen of the South (a) 17/12/11
Heaviest Defeat 5–2 v Livingston (h)  24/3/12

The Falkirk wind of change was blowing at hurricane speed in the early weeks of the new 
season. The supporters and club directors had been shocked at the state of the club’s finances 
and the inability to return to the top flight at the first time of asking. Eighteen first-team players 
and Academy players had left the club over the summer. Ross Wilson had left the club to join 
Huddersfield Town and managing director George Craig was to leave his role after serving a 
period of notice. Andy Thomson, who had joined the board in April, was to head up a committee 
of volunteers who had professional expertise in sales, marketing, accounting, media and 
communications and human resources. More than 40 applicants had expressed an interest in 
joining the new structure, which would deal with the day-to-day operations of the club, leaving 
the board to concentrate on strategy and forward planning. Chairman Martin Ritchie admitted that 
the changes ‘had been very hard to make, but were inevitable given the current state of the club’s 
finances’. 

The Brockville Spirit group had financed two giant murals for the sides of the South Stand at a 
cost of £16,000. They featured legends of the club from its early days right up to the recent past, 
including Syd Puddefoot, Kenny Dawson, Alex Parker, Simon Stainrod, Russell Latapy and Kevin 
McAllister.They looked impressive and the organisers hoped that they might bring some of the 
atmosphere back to the stadium. 

Alex Smith was to be offered a consultancy role on player development in the first team and in 
the Academy. One of the issues facing manager Steven Pressley was the club’s poor disciplinary 
record, which had resulted in an official warning from the SFA. The squad would be under enough 
pressure without lengthy suspensions due to indiscipline, and the boss stated that financial 
penalties for offending players were more than likely.

Falkirk were struggling to scrape up the money to sign new players, and the manager’s 
predicament was aptly illustrated when he fielded three trialists against Alloa at Recreation Park. 
Tam McManus, David Winters and Frenchman Farid El Alagui all looked impressive, but the 
money was simply not there to offer all three deals. Despite all their financial problems, Falkirk 
were installed as third favourites with the bookies, offering 11/2 on a Falkirk success. Dundee and 
Hamilton were more fancied. Dundee United won 5-2 at the Grangemouth Stadium and showed 
the size of the task facing the Bairns, who were five goals down at the interval. El Alagui looked 
impressive and you could sense the frustration of Steven Pressley at the inability to obtain his 
signature. Falkirk fielded a very young team and drew 1-1 up in Inverurie against Locos. This 
marked the last game in Falkirk colours for Ryan Flynn. He was transferred to Sheffield United for 
a fee reported to be £150,000.



RYAN FLYNN 

Ryan Flynn was born on September 4th 1988 and was one of the most 
promising youngsters in the Falkirk Academy. Although slightly built, 
his skill on the ball was obvious and word of his ability quickly spread. 
Liverpool paid a fee of £50,000 for the player and he fitted in well to 
their youth set-up. He was by no means out of place in the company 
of some players who were to become household names. He won two 
F.A. Youth Cup winner’s medals, against Manchester City in 2006 and 
Manchester United in 2007. The City side included Daniel Sturridge 
and Micah Richards, while in the United side a year later, he faced 
Danny Welbeck and Danny Drinkwater. Competition for first-team 
places was fierce at Anfield and while he starred in the Northern 
Premier Reserve League, he found it hard to make the breakthrough.

He moved to Wrexham on loan, scoring four goals in his 25 League games. Falkirk made an 
approach to bring him back to the club on loan and Liverpool agreed. Ryan made history when he 
scored in the first leg against Vaduz in the Europa League, becoming the first-ever Falkirk player to 
score a goal in a competitive European game. He turned in many outstanding performances in the 
SPL and was voted Young Player of the Month for March 2010. Falkirk made the move permanent 
and Ryan was clearly a prized asset. After the failure to secure an immediate return to the SPL, and 
the dire financial state of the club, it was inevitable that Ryan would continue his career elsewhere. 
After the pre-season friendly at Inverurie on Friday, July 8th, he moved to Sheffield United on a 
three-year deal. 

Ryan won three Scotland Under-19 honours and hit a great run of form while at Sheffield. He 
played in some big games with the Blades, notably an F.A. Cup semi-final against Hull and an 
E.F.L. Cup semi-final against Spurs.  He then moved to Oldham on a two-year contract, before 
returning to Scotland to join St. Mirren in January 2018. He was a member of Jack Ross’s side that 
lifted the Championship trophy.

RYAN FLYNN FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                 67 (2)      League Goals  10         
League Cup Games          4     League Cup Goals 2
Scottish Cup Games         3                   Scottish Cup Goals 0 
Europa Cup  Games         1 (1)       Europa Cup Goals 1
League Challenge Cup Games 1      League Challenge Cup Goals 0

Michael McGovern played as a trialist against Peterhead in a 2–0 defeat at Balmoor on the day after 
the Inverurie match. Compton, Dods, Wallace and Kingsley were playing their second game in 24 
hours, and it was the ‘performance’ of Compton that triggered an amazing outburst from the Bairns 
boss: ‘Bar one player in Jack Compton, the other ten players on the park gave me their lot.’ It brought 
back memories of a pre-season game at Ross County, when Alex Rae was withdrawn by manager 
Jim Duffy and left the team to play out the game with ten men. Pressley was furious and stated that 
‘one player continuously gives me sub-standards and it will not be tolerated any more.’

The money from the Ryan Flynn transfer enabled the club to bring in Michael McGovern and Farid 
El Alagui to add experience to the young squad. Rhys Bennett joined from Bolton on loan and came 
highly recommended by Owen Coyle and John Henry, both of whom knew Falkirk well.

Falkirk faced English opposition twice in the space of four days, losing 2–0 to Leeds United and 
drawing 2–2 against Preston North End. The young Bairns led 2–0 against the Deepdale side, but 
their inexperience showed, allowing late goals from a Proctor penalty and a late equaliser from 
McLaughlin to rob them of a win they probably deserved. 16 year-old Craig Sibbald looked a useful 
prospect. The pre-season programme was completed with games against Hawick Royal Albert and 



Hibs. A shadow squad won 5–1 at Hawick on the Sunday following the Preston game and the game 
against Hibs was a much more competitive affair. Michael McGovern looked to be an outstanding 
signing and kept Colin Calderwood’s side at bay. The game ended all square at 1–1 with Hibs’ 
equaliser coming ten minutes before full time. Rhys Bennett had opened the scoring after only four 
minutes and Falkirk fans left feeling a lot more positive about their team’s prospects. Dods had 
brought leadership and experience to the side and some of the young Academy players looked 
comfortable at this level. In Michael McGovern, Falkirk had found a reliable keeper who inspired 
confidence.

Falkirk’s two central defenders, Rhys Bennett and Darren Dods, were the scorers in the 2–1 
Ramsdens Cup win at Glebe Park, Brechin, and the win was much more emphatic than the narrow 
scoreline suggests. All the goals came in the first half, and Falkirk were given a home tie against 
Dundee in the next round. Dods was in outstanding form and led by example, providing the 
leadership the young side needed. The team successfully negotiated the first round of the League 
Cup with a 4–2 win at Cliftonhill, where Farid El Alagui netted two of the goals. Falkirk were never 
in trouble, and the second Rovers goal came in the closing seconds of the match. It was the first win 
at Coatbridge in more than 40 years, and the pitch was in very poor condition. Jay Fulton scored his 
first goal in the senior side and looked a useful prospect.

The early optimism took a slight setback when Raith Rovers won 1–0 in the opening league fixture 
at Stark’s Park. Hamill’s strike on the stroke of half time settled the match, and Falkirk’s day was 
spoiled by the result and the sending-off of captain Darren Dods for two bad fouls, the second an 
off-the-ball clash with John Baird. Michael McGovern was in excellent form and looked to be a great 
signing from Ross County.

Progress in the Ramsdens Cup was maintained with a 1–0 home win over Dundee, thanks to a goal 
from Farid El Alagui two minutes before the interval. Falkirk hadn’t beaten the Dens Park side for 
more than 13 years, and deserved their narrow win. There wasn’t a lot between the sides, but there 
were encouraging performances from Jay Fulton and Craig Sibbald. The attendance of 1,791 was 
unlikely to help the club’s finances and rekindled the argument about putting cup ties on to the 
season ticket. 

The first league points of the season were picked up with a 2–1 home win over Partick Thistle. 
Falkirk looked to have unearthed a genuine goal-scorer in Farid El Alagui when he scored after only 
eight minutes against Thistle. The strike partnership between El Alagui and Higginbotham looked 
very effective and the latter scored a 50th-minute winner, after Doolan had pulled one back for the 
visitors. The same player missed a penalty just after the hour mark, when he sent keeper McGovern 
the wrong way but fired wide of the target. Murray Wallace looked comfortable on his full debut and 
played with a maturity well beyond his eighteen years. 

The El Alagui–Higginbotham axis was to the fore at Somerset Park and both were on the score-sheet. 
Bairns fans were briefly euphoric when Higginbotham seemed to have scored a winner right at the 
death, only for the goal to be disallowed. The referee had booked Higginbotham for his celebrations 
and the decision to rule the goal out was taken by a linesman. Ayr played out the final 17 minutes 
with only ten men after Campbell was sent off for a foul against El Alagui. It was a real end-to-end 
battle with no fewer than seven yellow cards being issued. Manager Steven Pressley had to choose 
his words carefully after the match, having just returned from serving a touchline ban himself.

Stenhousemuir were in battling form in the League Cup tie at the Falkirk Stadium and took an early 
lead through Eric Paton after 25 minutes. They seemed to have a very strong penalty claim when 
Rodgers was brought down by Dods, but referee Muir was not impressed. The tie swung Falkirk’s 
way with two goals in as many minutes just after the break. Ferguson turned a Higginbotham cross 
past his own keeper and then Sibbald scored his first goal, bundling home from close range. There 
were further chances, but El Alagui’s chip in the dying seconds put paid to any later counter from a 
very brave Warriors side.



Seven goals for El Alagui, and by the end of August at that. Falkirk had found a goal-scorer and 
his goal against Ross County was a vital one, coming as it did in the 87th minute in a hard-fought 
encounter with Derek Adams’ Ross County side. Ex-Bairn Steven Craig had put the Staggies ahead 
and they looked on course for an away win until that late headed goal. Falkirk’s teenagers seemed 
to be struggling with three games in a week, and maybe it was asking too much of them to sustain 
that effort over three full games at this level. Hamilton and Morton were the early pace-setters in 
the league, and were unbeaten after four games.

Falkirk’s Academy youngsters won 1–0 against Alloa at Recreation Park to reach the semi-finals of 
the Stirlingshire Cup, and the only goal of the game was scored by Murray Wallace in 34 minutes 
when he headed home a Comrie corner. 

It’s not often that the Man of the Match has to hand his prize bottle of champagne over to his father 
because he is too young to drink it, but that happened after an emphatic 4–1 demolition of East 
Fife in the Ramsdens Cup at Methil. Craig Sibbald had just turned 16 in May and had given up the 
opportunity to play for Scotland Under-17s to play in the Falkirk match. He looked an outstanding 
prospect and well deserved his award. Falkirk had been forced into playing youngsters, but it had 
certainly paid off, and Falkirk supporters were more enthusiastic about the team’s future than they 
had been for some time. Even manager Steven Pressley’s name was being chanted, only a matter of 
months after there had been demands for him to be replaced.

The trip to Almondvale produced one of the most bizarre outcomes and left the Livingston fans 
scratching their heads over the outcome of a match that they felt they should have won.

Saturday September 10th 2011 At Almondvale
LIVINGSTON 1 FALKIRK 1
Russell  Millar (pen)
Attendance: 2,229 Referee: C. Thomson

The mood was set just before the kick-off when there was an announcement calling for a qualified 
referee when one of the officials pulled a muscle. There was a real excitement about the early 
stages and both teams had good chances to open the scoring. Russell was set up by Deuchar but 
he fired well over when he seemed to mis-hit his shot. There was a distinct edge to proceedings 
and you sensed that this game was about to boil over. Referee Thomson sent Stewart Murdoch 
off in 38 minutes for a tackle on Stefan Scougall, which he judged to be two-footed. It seemed to 
be a harsh decision and the Bairns rallied to limit the damage. Both teams had chances to take the 
lead, Higginbotham for Falkirk and Deuchar for Livingston. Bookings for Russell and Scobbie only 
increased the tension. 

Livingston took the lead in 70 minutes, when Brown’s cross was 
blocked by Dods and IAIN RUSSELL was on hand to score from 
an acute angle. Anyone who doubted Falkirk’s resilience was 
quickly corrected as the Bairns fought like tigers to rescue the 
situation. With the game in stoppage time, El Alagui went down 
in the box after a challenge by Craig Barr and referee Thomson 
pointed to the spot. MARK MILLAR converted the penalty, 
triggering amazing reactions from both sets of supporters – joy 
for those in navy blue and something approaching apoplexy from 
those of a yellow-and-black persuasion. That was that – or so 
we thought. Higginbotham clashed with Bobby Barr and referee 
Thomson flashed a red card. Barr had followed through on a 
tackle with Scobbie, which seemed identical to the one that had 
caused Murdoch’s dismissal. Millar was again in outstanding 
form and Dods was instrumental in holding the defensive unit 
together.



The explosive encounter ended all square and Falkirk were left with the aftermath of the two 
sendings-off. Murdoch and Higginbotham would miss vital games that were coming up.

LIVINGSTON: McNeil, Brown (s. K. Jacobs), Watson, C. Barr, Talbot, Fox (s. Sinclair), Scougall, 
Keaghan, Jacobs, B. Barr, Deuchar, Russell.

Subs. Jamieson, Boulding, McNulty.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Dods, Wallace, Scobbie, J. Fulton (s. Alston), Murdoch, Millar, Sibbald 
(s. Weatherston), El Alagui, Higginbotham.

Subs. Bennett, D.Fulton, Bowman.

News of the passing of Derek Grierson meant that only four of the 1957 cup-winning side 
remained. Grierson had been a shrewd signing and many older fans recognised his contribution to 
that fantastic achievement, as goal-scorer and schemer-in-chief. A tribute to the player appears in 
the Obituary section of this book.

Falkirk were trailing Dundee 1–0 with only eleven minutes left to play, when David Weatherston 
equalised by hitting a rising volley past keeper Douglas. Yet again it was a vital late goal from top-
scorer El Alagui that sealed the win when he dived full-length to head a Duffie cross past Douglas. 
The Dundee keeper felt he had been impeded by Duffie when he went for the original high ball. 
Dundee had been unable to kill Falkirk off when Milne had given them a lead just before half time. 
The league table reflected the tightness of the competition – only six points separated the top club 
Morton from the basement team Ayr. Falkirk’s hard-fought win had taken them into third place and 
gave them a lift before the visit of Rangers in the League Cup. 

Wednesday September 21st 2011 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 RANGERS 2
El Alagui (2), Millar Goian, Jelavic
Attendance: 4138 Referee: C Murray

This was one of the best games ever seen at the 
stadium in terms of excitement, commitment 
and surprise and none of the Falkirk supporters 
at the game will forget it. Rangers showed four 
changes from the team that had beaten Celtic, 
and Falkirk went with a three-man central 
defence of Dods, Wallace and Bennett. The 
defensive line-up was effective, and it took 16 
minutes before McGovern had a save to make 
– a long-range effort by McCulloch. Falkirk’s 
confidence rose and they started to take the 
game to the SPL champions. They went close 
ten minutes before the break when El Alagui’s 
shot was stopped on the line by Wylde.

Falkirk came out with all guns blazing after the break and Millar tried a long-range effort that 
deflected off Bocanegra, causing Alexander to scramble clear. Falkirk deservedly took the lead after 
59 minutes when FARID EL ALAGUI headed home a right-wing cross from Kieran Duffie. Jelavic 
and Naismith were called into the action by Ally McCoist as he started to realise that Falkirk were 
not going to play the part of sacrificial lambs. Rangers were stung into action and McGovern did 
well to save from Naismith, as the pressure increased. Older Falkirk fans had seen all of this before 
and many feared the youngsters in the side would be swamped by the red tide. Falkirk doubled 
their lead in 73 minutes, to send the home fans wild. This time it was a threat from the left and, 



after good play from Sibbald and Weatherston, the ball was crossed for FARID EL ALAGUI to beat 
Alexander for a second time. Surely it wasn’t possible for the team to hold out against a visibly 
stunned Rangers side? 

The proverbial kitchen sink was thrown at the Falkirk goal and a breakthrough seemed inevitable. 
In 83 minutes, Rangers pulled a goal back through DORIN GOIAN and the home support feared 
the worst. Could they hold out to force extra time or would Rangers simply overwhelm them? 
Nobody could have written the script that unfolded. NIKICA JELAVIC scored an equaliser from 
Wylde’s cross with three minutes left for play and Rangers were rampant. Then came a moment 
that Falkirk fans will never forget. Referee Winter was already looking at his watch as the clock 
ran down and Falkirk made a rare break forward. Naismith fouled Sibbald some 25 yards out and 
Falkirk were awarded a free kick. Up stepped MARK MILLAR, who hit an absolute gem of a strike, 
which crept into the narrowest of gaps between the crossbar and the upright as Alexander tried 
in vain to keep the effort out. There was barely time to restart and the final whistle blew to herald 
the end of a remarkable match. McCoist was shell-shocked and many of the post-match headlines 
were all about the manager’s decision to leave out some of his big-name players. That was hugely 
unfair on Falkirk, who had battled well, come back from adversity and deserved their win. It was a 
remarkable second half and what a finale.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Dods, Wallace, Scobbie, Bennett, M. Millar, Weatherston (s. Alston), 
Sibbald, El Alagui, J. Fulton.

Subs. D. Fulton, Graham, R. Millar, Bowman.

RANGERS: Alexander, Goian, Papic, Whittaker, Bocanegra, Wylde, McCulloch, Davis, Bedoya (s. 
Naismith), Lafferty, Healy (s. Jelavic).

Subs. Broadfoot, Ortiz, McGregor.

Attendance: 6,493 Referee: B. Winter

Falkirk fans might have guessed what would happen next. Morton won 3–2 at Cappielow, but 
Falkirk had no fewer than three efforts chalked off by referee Crawford Allan. Two of them looked 
perfectly legitimate – headers from Dods and El Alagui – and the frustration of manager Pressley 
was perfectly understandable. His opposite number, Alan Moore, agreed that the decisions were 
maybe fortunate for his side. 

Falkirk’s youngsters overcame the Shire to reach the final of the Stirlingshire Cup. ’Shire had 
several good chances to win the tie, but they never really recovered from two strikes by Ally 
Graham in the space of seven minutes just before half time. They would face Dumbarton in the 
final.

The league table was looking much healthier from a Falkirk perspective after El Alagui’s goal 
ensured all three points were gathered at New Douglas Park. Only three points separated the 
top six sides and Falkirk’s top scorer was rightly voted First Division Player of the Month for 
September. His lucky pound coin was certainly working wonders. The down side, however, was 
that the French Moroccan was attracting the attention of scouts from other clubs and was only on a 
one-year contract. Would the club be able to hold on to their prize asset?

Falkirk reached the final of the Ramsdens Cup after a relatively comfortable 3–0 win over Annan 
Athletic at Galabank. The match was played on a Sunday afternoon, and the Falkirk supporters 
were able to add a new name on their list of grounds visited. One highlight for older fans was the 
visit to the lounge. Alex Parker was an honorary member of the Annan club and his World Cup 
shirt from 1958 was proudly on display in the bar. The yellow cards issued to Higginbotham and 
Murdoch meant that they would miss the final against Hamilton.



Darren Dods scored in the 95th minute to earn a narrow 1–0 win over Queen of the South, and the 
Doonhamers defended bravely. Millar was the unluckiest player on the park, hitting a post and 
then seeing his penalty kick saved by keeper Robinson. A nasty-looking ankle injury to Sibbald 
gave cause for concern, but it was later confirmed that there hadn’t been a break.

Hamilton’s defeat at Ross County meant that Falkirk leapfrogged them into second place after their 
2–2 draw at Firhill. Chris Erskine’s last-minute equaliser for Thistle was hard to bear, and many of 
the Falkirk players said that it felt like a defeat. Higginbotham’s free kick was a stunning effort and 
was worth the admission money alone. Thistle were about to celebrate the 40th anniversary of their 
League Cup Final win over Celtic and Falkirk came very close to spoiling the pre-party atmosphere.

Falkirk fans had many bitter memories of cup ties at Tannadice and some didn’t relish another trip 
to Dundee for the League Cup quarter-final tie. Their fears were unfounded as the team turned in 
another spectacular performance, winning on penalties after the tie ended all square at 2–2.

Tuesday October 25th  2011 At Tannadice
DUNDEE UNITED 2 FALKIRK 2
 Russell, Daly El Alagui, Graham
 Attendance: 4,188 Referee: C. Murray

Both sides had good chances in the first half 
and Dixon’s pace was a key factor in all 
United’s attacks. Falkirk were growing in 
confidence, having absorbed a lot of pressure 
in that first half, and they started to show 
more in attack. FARID EL ALAGUI headed 
a Fulton cross to open the scoring after 70 
minutes, but the lead was short-lived. Three 
minutes later the scores were level, when 
JOHNNY RUSSELL beat McGovern with a 
low shot.

There were missed headers at both ends – United’s Russell and Falkirk’s Weatherston were the 
unlucky players. After 96 minutes, United took the lead when Russell’s reverse pass found his 
captain JON DALY, who finished the move off. El Alagui maybe should have done better than to 
shoot straight at Pernis right in front of goal, but ALLY GRAHAM clipped the ball over Pernis to 
take the game to penalties.

Falkirk’s resilience and determination were clear for all to see and there was an obvious mental 
strength in the side. It was difficult to remember the age of some of the players and their lack of 
experience. 

In extra time the nerve-shredding penalty sequence went as follows:

1. Russell scored. D. Fulton scored.
2. Daly scored. El Alagui scored.
3. Flood missed. Weatherston scored.
4. Douglas scored. Higginbotham scored.
5. Gunning scored. Murdoch scored.

Falkirk’s side included ten teenagers and captain Darren Dods summed it up well when he said, 
‘If young players are good enough and have composure, then they are old enough, as far as I 
am concerned. That’s the secret.’ That composure was summed up by the way Stewart Murdoch 
stepped up to take the most vital penalty of his career to date. Falkirk’s youngsters were heading 
for Hampden Park.



DUNDEE UNITED: Pernis, Watson, Dixon, Gunning, Kenneth, Flood, Robertson (s. Armstrong), 
Rankin, Daly, Dalla Valle (s. Russell), Douglas.

Subs. Allan, Dow, Banks.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie (s. Dick), Kingsley, Dods, Wallace, Murdoch, Weatherston, J. Fulton (s. 
Graham), El Alagui, Higginbotham, Alston (s. D. Fulton).

Subs. Millar, Bowman.

It was announced that former club chairman Campbell Christie had died on the Friday morning 
after a short illness, and the club held a minute’s silence in his memory before the game against 
Raith Rovers. He had been chairman on three separate occasions and was a well-known figure in 
Scottish football. A tribute to Campbell is to be found in the Obituary section of this book.

Raith Rovers were beaten 2–0 and the mood at the game was a solemn one. Late goals from Blair 
Alston and Darren Dods gave a win, which kept Falkirk in second place, three points behind 
leaders Ross County. Falkirk missed the injured El Alagui, but Higginbotham played in the main 
striker role and was the outstanding player on the park.

Tuesday November 1st saw the last-ever Stirlingshire Cup Final and Falkirk won 5–4 on penalties 
after the match had finished 1–1 in regulation time. Jay Fulton scored the decisive sixth penalty 
to lift the trophy. Falkirk’s side was made up of Academy players, with Jay and Dale Fulton 
the only  ‘experienced’ players in the side. The winning team was – Bowman, Rowan, Dick, D. 
Fulton, Turnbull (s. Brisbane), Comrie, Faulds, J. Fulton, Graham, Kelly (s. Grant), Millar. Munn, 
McGrandles and Amos were the unused subs.

Stevie Crawford joined the Falkirk backroom staff and the ex-East Fife manager was a direct 
replacement for Lee Bullen who had moved back to Sheffield to work as an estate agent. The new 
management team got off to a good start with a thrilling 4-3 home win over Livingston. Falkirk 
looked to be on easy street as they raced into a 3-0 interval lead, but credit to Livingston who 
fought back to level. The clinching goal came from David Weatherston in the 85th minute who 
ran on to a pass from Kallum Higginbotham to beat keeper McNeil. It was a pulsating encounter, 
and was great value for money. Weatherston had his best game in a navy blue jersey and capped 
a memorable day by winning the 50/50 half-time draw. Falkirk were definitely in contention for a 
promotion place, but Ross County showed little sign of slipping up and won 1-0 at Firhill.

The top two teams met up in Dingwall on the following Saturday. There had been a heated debate 
between both camps about the relative size of the budgets available to both managers, and it 
certainly added an edge to the encounter.

Saturday November 12th 2011 At Victoria Park
ROSS COUNTY 3 FALKIRK 1 
Kettlewell, Gardyne, Miller Wallace
Attendance: 4,108 Referee: D. Somers

This win made it seven straight League victories for County but, 
maybe more importantly, gave the Dingwall side a six-points cushion 
over their nearest rivals. It was a great advert for the First Division and 
play raged from end to end after an electric opening period. County 
took the lead after only three minutes when STUART KETTLEWELL 
thumped the ball home after Boyd had headed on a Brittain corner 
kick. Falkirk were not thrown by the early setback and equalized six 
minutes later. MURRAY WALLACE scored a similar goal to Kettlewell, 



firing home after El Alagui had headed a Millar free kick back to the defender. The tackles were 
flying in and the match was played at a frantic pace. There were real chances at both ends. Firstly 
Dods cleared a Gardyne effort as the home side tried to get an advantage, and then El Alagui 
headed a Scobbie cross into the side netting. A draw was about right at the break.

County looked the stronger side in the second half, and Brittain was twice denied by post and 
crossbar but, on the second occasion, MICHAEL GARDYNE followed up to hit home. County 
changed formation to defend the lead, and Falkirk had a great chance to draw level when 
Murdoch’s effort was well saved by keeper Fraser. If anything, the tension levels were cranked up 
even more as Falkirk chased an equalizing goal, but the killer goal came with only seven minutes 
left to play. Gardyne’s shot hit a defender’s leg and broke to wing-back GARY MILLER, who was 
up with play just inside the box. He hit a ferocious shot high into the roof of McGovern’s net to take 
all three points. The match had certainly lived up to its billing as the division’s Match of the Day.

ROSS COUNTY: Fraser, Miller, Boyd, Munro, Fitzpatrick, Brittain, Lawson, Kettlewell (s. Duncan), 
Vigurs (s. Quinn), Gardyne, McMenamin (s. Corcoran).

Subs. Malin, Byrne.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Dods, Wallace, Scobbie (s. R. Millar), Weatherston (s. Kingsley), M. 
Millar, Murdoch, Alston (s. Fulton), Higginbotham, El Alagui.

Subs. Bennett, Bowman.

There was a real blow to the title aspirations when Dundee won 4–2 at Dens Park. Falkirk were 
blown away in the blustery conditions and were a pale shadow of the side that had fought so hard 
against Ross County. Nicky Riley was almost unplayable and caused all sorts of problems to the 
Bairns. Falkirk never recovered from the loss of two early goals, finding themselves 2–0 down after 
only eleven minutes.

December opened with a narrow 1–0 home win over Morton, with El Alagui the scorer of the vital 
goal in the 58th minute. Keeper Michael McGovern was in great form and deserved his Man of the 
Match accolade. He had been an injury doubt with an ankle injury but turned in a performance that 
was simply outstanding. Even Morton manager Allan Moore described it as ‘inspired’.

Hamilton earned a point from a 0-0 draw at The Falkirk Stadium and their hero was their keeper 
Scott Christie, who had thought he would be between the sticks for Bo’ness United at Bathgate. 
The Bo’ness game was called off in the morning and the keeper agreed to turn out as a trialist 
for Hamilton a few hours later. Falkirk should have taken all three points in the closing stages, 
when David Weatherston missed an open goal from only a couple of yards out after a cross 
from Higginbotham gave him a golden opportunity. Accies had been on the wrong end of a 6–1 
hammering by Dundee the previous Saturday and they were determined not to suffer a repeat of 
that experience. They defended in depth and were exceptionally hard to break down. It wasn’t 
pretty, and on another day Falkirk could have scored five or six goals. 2011 ended with games 
against Queen of the South in Dumfries and a Boxing Day cracker against League leaders Ross 
County.

Falkirk’s Christmas night out was preceded by an emphatic 5–1 win against the Doonhamers. 
Doubles from Craig Sibbald and Farid El Alagui, and a goal from Kallum Higginbotham set up 
a nice celebration for the team. It was a second-half goal blitz that did the damage, with Queens 
opening the scoring through McLaughlin after 34 minutes. Craig Sibbald’s first goal sent the teams 
in level at the interval. Four goals in a 13-minute period destroyed the Dumfries side, and their 
manager Gus McPherson was at a loss to explain the final score. This was the second season on the 
trot that Falkirk had beaten Queens 5–1 on their own patch. 



The Boxing Day encounter ended all square, but it was a bitter blow to take, with ex-Bairn 
McMenamin’s equaliser coming in the 94th minute. Ironically, the extra time had been added on for 
time-delaying tactics by the Dingwall side, who seemed content to play for a point. There had been 
a doubt about the game going ahead, with gale-force winds making it difficult to stand upright at 
times. Kieran Duffie scored an absolute screamer in 78 minutes after a lay-off from Higginbotham, 
and that looked to have been enough, as the minutes ticked on – and on. One interesting aspect of 
the game was the use of the County team bus as a wind break in the gap between the Main Stand 
and the South Stand. Talk about parking the bus?

The year ended with Falkirk in second place, six points behind Ross County, but having played 
a game more. Neither side had lost at home so far, but County’s away record was better. Dundee 
were still in contention, but it was safe to say that the young Falkirk side were very much in the 
race and many had played well above expectations. The New Year’s game was at Almondvale on 
Monday January 2nd. There was less drama than in the previous encounters between the two sides, 
but still a nervous finish for Bairns fans. Six bookings showed that the game was not without meaty 
challenges, but referee Brian Winter managed to keep control – just. Kallum Higginbotham was in 
outstanding form and helped Falkirk to move within three points of Ross County.

The Scottish Cup draw had given Falkirk a home tie with East Fife and Darren Dods’ 7th-minute 
goal settled any nerves. Farid El Alagui added a second – his 21st goal of the season so far – to 
allow the luxury of coasting into the next round. East Fife were a much better proposition in the 
second half, but manager John Robertson conceded that the better team had won. East Fife had 
come into the game with a giant-killing pedigree, having eliminated Dunfermline and Aberdeen in 
other cup competitions. The performance of the round was that of Junior side Auchinleck Talbot, 
who went down 1–0 to Hearts at Tynecastle, with Smith’s 84th-minute winner sparing the blushes 
down Gorgie way. Few could have imagined that Hearts would go on to win the trophy, and there 
was no debating which opponents had caused them most trouble on their way to the final. Falkirk’s 
next Scottish Cup tie was to be against Ayr United, who they were to meet on League business the 
following Saturday.

The 0–0 home draw against Ayr United was a setback, especially as Ross County had ended with a 
similar score against bottom dogs Queen of the South at Palmerston, and a chance to close the gap 
at the top was missed. Falkirk were all over Ayr and Brian Reid’s side took a real battering. Falkirk 
had two goals disallowed for offside and passed up a whole string of chances, as they tried to break 
down a very defensive Ayr side, who were struggling at the wrong end of the table.

Falkirk signed Jordan White, who had been playing as an amateur with Clyde after a spell at 
Dunfermline. Falkirk fans were concerned that El Alagui’s scoring exploits were attracting the 
interest of scouts from other clubs, and there were rumours of interest from Crawley Town and 
Aberdeen. Another chance to close the gap presented itself when Ross County’s home game against 
Morton was called off and Falkirk played Raith Rovers in Kirkcaldy. In the end, a 2–2 draw was a 
good result, especially after Falkirk had found themselves two down after only 33 minutes. Goals 
from Dods and El Alagui ensured the vital point, and the Falkirk skipper was in the best scoring 
form of his career, with five goals to date. It was the second consecutive week where Falkirk could 
have – and should have – taken all three points against teams at the lower end of the table. Their 
next encounter was at Hampden Park – a League Cup semi-final against Celtic.

Sunday January 29th 2012 At Hampden Park
FALKIRK 1 CELTIC 3
J. Fulton Brown (pen), Stokes 2
Attendance: 30,000 Referee: E. Norris

Kallum Higginbotham and Mark Millar were the outstanding players in a brave Falkirk side 
that lost their first cup tie of the season so far in all three competitions. Celtic took the lead with 
a controversial penalty scored by SCOTT BROWN after 27 minutes’ play. Falkirk had controlled 



the game up to that point, with some 
slick passing and midfield domination 
inspired by Millar. It was one of those 
decisions that cause debate. Pushing, 
shoving and jostling for position at set 
pieces is a common part of the modern 
game, but Dods’ blocking of Rogne was 
deemed unacceptable and a penalty 
was awarded. All credit to Falkirk for 
coming back into the game, when many 
neutrals feared a collapse and, when 

JAY FULTON equalised five minutes before the interval, the small band of Falkirk supporters in 
the south-west corner of the ground roared their approval. Fulton had been out for almost a month 
with ankle ligament damage, but he was composure itself when he steered Higginbotham’s pass 
past Forster. Manager Pressley was sent to the stand after entering the field of play at the break to 
remonstrate with referee Norris over the penalty decision. 

Falkirk had chances again in the second half but, to be fair, so did Celtic. Duffie headed a Rogne 
header on to the bar and Wanyama’s follow-up shot seemed to strike Wallace’s arm. There 
was plenty of goalmouth action and Celtic added a second goal in 56 minutes, when ex-Bairn 
ANTHONY STOKES fired a free kick past McGovern after El Alagui was penalised just outside the 
box. The game was over with the third Celtic strike and it was that man Stokes who again did the 
damage to break Falkirk hearts. 

Falkirk were much closer to Celtic than the final score suggests, and they had chances to keep the 
game alive at 2–1 down. The younger players clearly enjoyed the occasion and Higginbotham had 
obviously attracted attention with his Man of the Match performance. 

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Scobbie, Dods, Wallace, Murdoch, Weatherston (s. White), Millar, El 
Alagui, Higginbotham (s. Sibbald), J. Fulton (s. Alston).

Subs. Bennett, Bowman.

CELTIC: Forster, Brown, Mulgrew, Hooper, Stokes (s. Commons), Ledley, Izaguirre (s. Ki Seung 
Yung), Rogne, Du Ri (s. Matthews), Forrest, Wanyama.

Subs. Samaras, Zaluska.

The transfer window was closing quickly and Huddersfield Town signed Kallum Higginbotham 
and Murray Wallace, loaning the latter back to Falkirk for the remainder of the season. The deal 
for Wallace was worth a potential £750,000 with staged increments, all performance-related. The 
Terriers’ manager Lee Clark had been hugely impressed by Higginbotham’s performance against 
Celtic, describing him as ‘the stand-out player on the pitch’. Huddersfield had reportedly bought 
out the remaining months of his contract for a fee believed to be in the region of £150,000. Bids for 
other players were rejected by the Falkirk manager, notably from Blackpool for Mark Millar, while 
he signed Willie Gibson from Crawley Town. Higginbotham was quick to acknowledge the role 
that Falkirk had played in reviving his career after an unhappy spell at Rochdale. He also expressed 
his gratitude to manager Steven Pressley for giving him the chance to improve.

Somerset Park was frozen and the Saturday cup tie was postponed. Ross County were by now 
opening up a gap at the top of the table and Falkirk were drawing far too many games to claw back 
the deficit. Two more points were dropped at Cappielow and Morton looked a far tougher prospect 
than many had expected after their 6–0 hammering by Motherwell in the Scottish Cup. They 
missed chances galore, with Archie Campbell the main culprit. Keeper Michael McGovern was the 
Falkirk hero, as he kept the home side at bay, including a penalty save from MacDonald.



The cup tie finally went ahead on Wednesday, February 15th, and Ayr United ran out 2–1 winners, 
despite having conceded the opening goal after only six minutes when Blair Alston headed home. 
Ex-Bairn Mark Roberts scored the penalty, awarded for a handball by Darren Dods, that finally 
decided the outcome of the tie and, while Falkirk played the better football, Ayr once again rose 
to the occasion of the cup tie atmosphere and set up a home tie with Hibs. Two cup exits in a two-
week period was a bitter blow for the Falkirk players, management and supporters, and with Ross 
County seemingly on course to take the title, the season was tapering off. The players looked jaded 
after all their efforts and the cup runs, while enjoyable, were obviously a factor.

The performance against Hamilton at New Douglas Park was described by the manager as ‘the 
worst of the season’, yet Darren Dods scored right on the 45th-minute mark to take all three points. 
He headed a Millar corner past Hutton, but Hamilton boss Billy Reid was at a loss to explain his 
side’s defeat, claiming that they ‘had dominated from start to finish’. Those present would probably 
have agreed with his assessment.

A former Bairn came back to haunt Falkirk on the following Tuesday in the shape of Carl Finnigan, 
who had just been loaned from St. Johnstone to Dundee in time to play against his old club. Steven 
Pressley was less than impressed by the operation of a loan system outside of the transfer window, 
especially as Finnigan’s 87th-minute equaliser in a 1–1 draw saw another two points dropped. Ross 
County now had three games in hand and their two-point lead meant that the title looked to be 
heading for Dingwall.

Queen of the South looked a poor side and were duly dispatched in a comfortable 3–0 home 
win. This stretched the club’s unbeaten home run to 16 games, with Willie Gibson scoring his 
first Falkirk goal against his former club. Gibson was the game’s best player and clearly relished 
silencing the away fans who had jeered him throughout the match. The three points moved Falkirk 
level on points with Ross County, but it would take a mighty collapse for them to lose all three 
games in hand. Queens were rooted to the foot of the table and looked doomed.

The defeat at Somerset Park virtually ruined the title charge and the Ayr side seemed to have the 
hoodoo over Falkirk in this season. They hadn’t managed to beat Brian Reid’s side in the league 
and had been eliminated by them in the Scottish Cup. The title race was virtually over as County 
picked up points from their games in hand and Falkirk continued to drop points. The 1–1 home 
draw against Partick was notable for an amazing goal from Thistle’s Cairney, which drew applause 
from Falkirk fans as well as the Jags supporters. He scored a goal from 35 yards out just on the 
stroke of half time, which even keeper McGovern admitted was ‘fantastic’. McGovern was in 
great form, saving a penalty from the same player later in the game, but conceded that the Thistle 
player’s goal was absolutely unstoppable.

The top two clashed up in Dingwall on Saturday, March 17th, and the champions elect won 2–1 
to open up a 15-point advantage with eight games remaining. It was a day to forget for the team 
and the fans, with the game ending with only nine men left on the park after the dismissals of 
McGovern and El Alagui. The keeper was sent off after only 15 minutes for bringing McMenamin 
down as he chased a short pass-back from Kingsley. Willie Gibson was sacrificed to allow Graham 
Bowman to take over in goals. El Alagui was sent off for two bookable offences in the second half. 
Steven Pressley was very critical of County’s approach to the game, claiming that ‘there is only one 
side that excites me – and that’s ourselves’. Mark Millar’s 30-yard screamer of a free kick was a rare 
highlight on a sunny spring afternoon, which virtually sealed the title for the home side. Dundee’s 
win at Cappielow moved them above Falkirk on goal difference.

March was proving to be a miserable month for Falkirk, and Morton won 2–0 at the Falkirk 
Stadium to end the unbeaten home run. Falkirk looked out on their feet after 40 games, and the 
efforts of the long season seemed to have taken a toll on the younger players. Morton needed a win 
to ease any lingering doubts over survival and they looked more eager than a jaded home side. If 
that was bad, worse was to follow, with the arrival of Livingston four days later. With John Hughes 



in charge, the West Lothian side took all three points in a 5–2 win and it was all too easy. Falkirk 
knew that they were poor and Tam Scobbie admitted that the display showed that they needed to 
get back to basics. There was more rivalry in the respective dug-outs than on the park, and referee 
Somers had to caution both John Hughes and Alex Smith as tempers frayed. It was hoped that 
Falkirk’s players could find their form in time for the Ramsdens Cup Final against Hamilton Accies 
at Almondvale on April Fool’s Day.

Sunday April 1st 2012 At Almondvale
FALKIRK 1 HAMILTON ACCIES 0
Dods
Attendance: 5,210 Referee: B. Winter

Falkirk won their fourth Challenge Cup, courtesy of a 
goal scored by the oldest man on the park, but the star 
man was undoubtedly the youngest player in the game. 
The only goal of a close contest was scored by DARREN 
DODS after only two minutes’ play. Gibson broke down 
the left and forced a corner kick. Millar’s ball reached 
the back post and the Bairns skipper, playing his 500th 
senior game, headed it past Hutton, to the delight of the 
considerable Falkirk support. Hamilton had been the 
pre-match favourites, but the early goal knocked them 
off their stride and they never really recovered. They 
did have chances, notably Kilday in the first half and then McShane and Ryan in the second period. 
Falkirk always looked in control and in Craig Sibbald they had the outstanding prospect on view. 
He dominated the midfield area and showed a maturity well beyond his years. It was a showcase 
for young talent and both sides had given youth a chance. In the Bairns team, along with 16-year-
old Sibbald, were 19-year-old Wallace and 17-year-old Jay Fulton. Accies had two 17-year-olds on 
the bench, in Ryan and Hendrie. Accies were more of a threat in the second half and Billy Reid’s 
changes paid dividends. There was a loud appeal for a penalty when a McAlister cross hit Duffie’s 
arm, but referee Winter was not convinced, with the Falkirk full-back unable to get out of the way. 
McShane’s miss was a bad one and he should have done much better from Hendrie’s cross. Mark 
Millar rattled the crossbar from 22 yards as the game entered a crucial phase. Falkirk were almost 
there and the support willed them home. There was to be one final intake of breath when Dods 
fouled Spence some 25 yards out and a free kick was awarded. Ryan’s kick looked destined for the 
top corner until McGovern turned the ball round the post.

The final whistle saw scenes of great celebration in the Falkirk ranks and the joy on Darren Dods’ 
face was clear to see. After a long career and so many cup disappointments, he was finally a winner 
and he enjoyed every moment of the lap of honour. It was a day to remember for the young players 
and just reward for their efforts in what was for many their first real season in senior football.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Scobbie, Dods, Wallace, J. Fulton, Weatherston, Millar, El Alagui, 
Gibson, Sibbald (s. Alston).

Subs. Bennett, Kingsley, White, Bowman.

HAMILTON ACCIES: Hutton, McAlister, Mensing, McLaughlin (s. Ryan), Kilday, Routledge, 
Kirkpatrick (s. Hendrie), Redmond, Stewart (s. Spence), McShane, Neil.

Subs. Currie, Gillespie.

Dundee won 3–1 at Dens as the season drew slowly to a close. The win ensured that the title race 
between County and Dundee was not yet mathematically over. Falkirk were now seven points 
behind Dundee and had Hamilton, Partick and Livingston breathing down their necks for third 



place. The side at Dens contained six teenagers and the development of young players was clearly 
going to be the way forward for the club in the current financial circumstances.

There was a repeat of the Ramsdens Cup Final on the Tuesday night, when Hamilton visited. 
Falkirk won 3–0 and the turning point came with the dismissal of Accies’ keeper David Hutton in 
58 minutes after he brought David Weatherston down in the box. Mark Millar scored twice in a 
two-minute spell, one from the penalty spot, to give Falkirk the lead, and El Alagui headed a Duffie 
cross home to seal the win. Hamilton had faced the Bairns five times and hadn’t managed a win – 
or even a single goal – in the encounters. 

Dundee had only managed to draw at home to Queen of the South and Ross County were 
champions. Falkirk’s challenge was to see if they could manage to catch Dundee for second place – 
mathematically possible, but a tall order. Bottom club Queen of the South battled furiously to earn 
a 0–0 draw at Palmerston. Manager Gus McPherson was angered by pre-match revelations that a 
consortium was trying to buy out chairman David Rae’s shares and felt that this leak had unsettled 
all those at his club. Falkirk keeper McGovern was again in outstanding form, and two saves from 
Carmichael and McLaughlin were spectacular. The Bairns had chances too with Millar and Fulton 
striking the post, and a draw was about right. 

There was controversy in the 3–2 home defeat by Raith Rovers, but it was not seen by any of the 
3,024 crowd. Manager Steven Pressley was angered at the lack of  ‘commitment and desire’ shown 
by Willie Gibson and told him so in no uncertain terms at half time in the dressing room. Gibson, 
who was substituted by Faulds, then walked out and the manager vowed that he would never play 
for the club again. Brian Graham scored a hat-trick for the Kirkcaldy side, who needed the points to 
ensure First Division safety.

There were two games left and the team lifted themselves to earn four points from the away 
encounter with Partick Thistle and the home game against ‘bogey’ side Ayr United. Dods was 
in outstanding form at Firhill, and he outshone Alan Archibald, who was playing in his 400th 
game. Alston’s winner from a Sibbald cross was fitting reward for a fine performance in a game 
that ensured that third place was still in their own hands. Firhill was a happy hunting ground for 
Alston, as he had scored an almost identical goal at the same ground in the previous season. It was 
Falkirk’s 47th game, and there were plenty of indications of tiredness after such a long season.

One more game, and it was a chance to gain some revenge for the cup exit at Somerset Park. 
Hamilton were facing Partick at New Douglas Park and something had to give. A win against Ayr 
would mean a third-place finish, which would have been a great achievement for such a youthful 
team. Ayr had one eye on the upcoming play-off games and fielded a youthful side. Falkirk won 
3–2 with the departing Tam Scobbie made captain for the day, and opening the scoring with a 
seventh-minute penalty. It was only his sixth goal in six seasons, and it came after El Alagui was 
tripped by keeper McWilliam. Falkirk’s top scorer netted his 28th goal of the season and many 
feared it would be his last in a navy blue shirt. Mark Millar was also out of contract, and all three 
players were substituted in the closing minutes to take a deserved ovation in their final game for 
the club.

TAM SCOBBIE

Few Falkirk fans who were at the Ayr United game on May 5th, 
2012 will ever forget the sight of Tam Scobbie walking down the 
tunnel for the last time and being applauded off by the entire 
squad. It was a great way to round off a Falkirk career that had 
seen him play for his home-town club since he was a 12-year-
old. Tam Scobbie represented what the Falkirk Academy was all 
about– giving young players a chance to break through at an early 
age. Tam played for Grangemouth Boys’ Club and was a pupil 



at Westquarter Primary School and Graeme High School, combining studies with a passion for 
football. He was signed to Falkirk from the age of twelve and made his first-team debut against 
Dundee United on July 29th, 2006, at the age of 18. He was a popular player, not always easy for 
a local boy, and made long-lasting friendships at the club. His outstanding displays earned him 
International recognition and he represented his country at Under-19 and Under-21 levels. He was 
highly thought of by Billy Stark and won twelve Under-21 caps playing alongside his team-mates 
and friends Scott Arfield and Chris Mitchell. A tough and uncompromising defender, he had more 
than his fair share of injuries, and a long-standing pelvic problem, in particular, caused him to 
miss many games. He signed contract extensions as Falkirk were well aware that his form was 
attracting interest from other clubs. Of his six Falkirk goals, the most memorable was undoubtedly 
the one against Dunfermline Athletic that took the club to the Scottish Cup Final against Rangers at 
Hampden.

That final runners-up medal and a Challenge Cup winner’s medal were the only tangible rewards 
for a great career in Falkirk colours, but he can always say that he played in competitive European 
Football for the team he supported. The emotional farewell after the Ayr game showed just how 
much the club meant to him, and his words on the day were heart-felt:

‘The ovation was great at the end and there were tears in my eyes as I went up the tunnel.’

At the Gala Awards ceremony held at the Airth Castle Hotel, Tam was inducted into the Falkirk F.C. 
Hall of Fame by programme editor Gordon McFarlane. He was only 24 and had plenty of football 
ahead of him. Several clubs were interested in signing him, but he chose St. Johnstone, where he 
played from 2012 until 2017. He gained more European experience with the Perth club, but also saw 
a recurrence of his injury problems. He missed out on Saints’ Scottish Cup Final win over Dundee 
United. In 2017, he moved to Tannadice to join Dundee United.

TAM SCOBBIE  FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                145 (14)                            League  Goals  5          
League Cup Games         11 (2)                                League Cup Goals 0
Scottish Cup Games         8                                     Scottish Cup Goals 1 
Europa Cup Games          2                                    Europa Cup Goals   0
Challenge Cup Games     6                                    Challenge Cup Goals 0

The season closed with an emotional lap of honour and Falkirk fans knew they were probably 
seeing the last of the out-of-contract players. Farid el Alagui had been a real find as a goal-scorer 
and fully justified the manager’s gamble in signing him. Murray Wallace was off back to his new 
club, Huddersfield, and Mark Millar had seen his career rescued at a club and with a manager 
he respected. For Tam Scobbie, it was the start of a new chapter and nobody begrudged him his 
chance. The curtain came down on an eventful campaign and the Gala Evening saw the following 
awards being presented:

Player of the Year: Farid El Alagui

Players’ Player of the Year: Michael McGovern

Young Player of the Year: Murray Wallace/Kieran Duffie/Craig Sibbald 

FARID EL ALAGUI

In the close season of 2011, Falkirk were in a bad way, as manager Steven Pressley tried to assemble 
a team under the severest of financial restrictions. Falkirk were struggling to scrape up the money 
to sign new players and the manager’s predicament was aptly illustrated when he fielded three 
trialists in a game against Alloa at Recreation Park – Tam McManus, David Winters and a French 
Moroccan called Farid El Alagui.



The three trialists all looked impressive, but the money was simply 
not there to offer all three deals. Dundee United won 5–2 at the 
Grangemouth Stadium and showed the size of the task facing the 
Bairns, who were five goals down at the interval. Farid El Alagui 
looked impressive and you could sense the frustration of Steven 
Pressley at the inability to obtain his signature. After a bit of transfer 
dealing, the money was found, and the French striker quickly 
became a fans’ favourite. Few had heard of him, but by the end 
of August all that had changed. He had scored seven goals and 
seemed to be the striker Falkirk had been looking for.

He had started out in lower league football in France and Morocco 
but was always capable of scoring goals. Before arriving at Falkirk, 
he had turned out for Marmande, Bergerac, Wydad (Morocco) 
and Romorantin, and had been a consistent scorer. He wasn’t the 

traditional centre forward, but he was good in the air and skilful on the ground. At Falkirk, he 
found a purple patch and, in hindsight, this was to be the highlight of his football career. He had 
several great games, but for many the highlight would be the game against Rangers at the Falkirk 
Stadium on Wednesday, September 21st, 2011 in a League Cup tie.

Falkirk deservedly took the lead after 59 minutes, when Farid headed home a right-wing cross 
from Kieran Duffie. Jelavic and Naismith were called into the action by Ally McCoist as he started 
to realise that Falkirk were not going to play the part of sacrificial lambs. Rangers were stung into 
action and McGovern did well to save from Naismith, as the pressure increased. Older Falkirk fans 
had seen all of this before and many feared the youngsters in the side would be swamped by the 
red tide. Falkirk doubled their lead in 73 minutes, to send the home fans wild. This time it was a 
threat from the left and, after good play from Sibbald and Weatherston, the ball was crossed for 
Farid to beat Alexander for a second time. Falkirk held out for an impressive 3–2 victory against a 
visibly stunned Rangers side. Farid kept on scoring and he became a great favourite with his team-
mates. 

The Lucky Coin became a theme in many reports. Farid found a £1 coin at the side of the pitch in 
a game against Partick Thistle at the Falkirk Stadium in August and, after scoring in that game, he 
insisted that the coin was kept in the dug-out for him to kiss after scoring. The goals kept rolling 
in and many fans feared that his exploits would attract attention from other clubs, and there were 
rumours of interest from Crawley Town and Aberdeen. The curtain came down on an eventful 
campaign and the club’s Gala Evening saw the awards being presented. The vote for the Falkirk 
Player of the Year was an absolute stick-on – Farid El Alagui.

He was also a candidate for the PFA First Division Player of the Year and won the prize despite 
strong competition from team-mate Michael McGovern and Ross County’s Grant Munro and 
Michael Gardyne. The inevitable transfer followed, and he moved to Brentford. Farid returned to 
Scotland, initially on loan to Dundee United, before turning out for Hibs, Dunfermline, Ayr and 
finally Edinburgh City. At Brentford, he suffered a serious injury and, after this, he was never the 
same player that had made such an impact at Falkirk.

FARID EL ALAGUI FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                33 League Goals 18
Scottish Cup Games        2  Scottish Cup Goals 1
League Cup Games         5                    League Cup Goals 6
Challenge Cup Games    4      Challenge Cup Goals 3 



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish First Division Ross County
Scottish Second Division Cowdenbeath
Scottish Third Division Alloa
Scottish Cup Hearts
Scottish League Cup Kilmarnock
Scottish League Challenge Cup Falkirk
F.A. Cup Chelsea
English Premiership Manchester City
English League Cup Liverpool

Transfers In

Darren Dods (Inverness C.T.)
Rhys Bennett (Bolton)
Michael McGovern (Ross County)
Farid El Alagui 
(Stade Olympique, Romorantin)
Jordan White (Clyde)
Willie Gibson (Crawley Town)
Murray Wallace (Huddersfield) loan

Transfers Out

Brian McLean (Preston North End)
Burton O’Brien (released – later Livingston)
Pedro Moutinho (F.C. Brasov, Romania)
Mehdi Khalis (J.A. Drancy)
James Bloom (Alloa)
Michael Andrews (Montrose)
Euan Grant (released)
Ross Perry (Rangers) 
Chris Mitchell (Bradford City)
Carl Finnigan (St. Johnstone)
Craig McLeish (released)
Tam McManus (released)
Robert Olejnik (Torquay)
Mark Stewart (Bradford City)
Marc Twaddle (Rochdale)
Ryan Flynn (Sheffield United)
Jack Compton (Bradford City)
Kallum Higginbotham (Huddersfield)
Ally Graham (Dumbarton)
Murray Wallace (Huddersfield)
Farid El Alagui (Brentford)



CHAPTER SIX – SEASON 2012–13
THIRD AGAIN

Scottish League Division One –3rd
Scottish Cup Semi Final – lost 4–3 to Hibs
Scottish League Cup Round 2 – lost 3–0 to Rangers (a)
Challenge Cup Round 2 – lost to Rangers (h) 
Top League Scorer Taylor 24
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Alston 3
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 4–0 v Cowdenbeath (h) 6/4/13
Heaviest Defeat 4–1 v Cowdenbeath (a) 9/2/13, Partick (a) 19/1/13 

After a 3–0 win over Stirling Albion played behind closed doors, Falkirk embarked on a mini-
tour of Aberdeenshire to face Highland League opponents Formartine, Turriff and Fraserburgh. 
Comfortable wins were recorded against Turriff (5–2) and Fraserburgh (4–1), and the game against 
ambitious Formartine ended in a 1–1 draw. Conor McGrandles looked impressive and the full 
squad were given an opportunity to impress. Formartine had taken an early lead, but Steven 
Brisbane equalised in the second half. 

A young side went down 2–1 at Recreation Park against Alloa on July 17 th, with a stronger side 
facing Hearts the following day. The Edinburgh side could easily have been two or three goals up 
by the break, but Falkirk improved in the second half. Two trialists, Luke Leahy and Lyle Taylor, 
were outstanding, and the former scored the only goal of the game in 50 minutes. It was a miserable 
night weather-wise, but the home fans were encouraged by the showing of the new players against 
a strong Hearts team.

A fringe team won 2-0 at Methil, and East Fife included ex-Bairn Collin Samuel in their line-up. 
The penultimate friendly was a ten-goal thriller against Middlesbrough who won 7-3 at the Falkirk 
Stadium. New striker Lyle Taylor scored a hat-trick and looked very useful indeed. Falkirk looked 
lethargic, perhaps the result of playing too many games in a short space of time, and there were 
glaring problems in the defence. McGrandles made his first start for Falkirk and again showed 
lots of potential. The usual plethora of substitutions broke up any continuity, but the Boro side 
looked too strong for Falkirk and deservedly lifted the Ramsdens Challenge trophy put up by the 
pawnbroking firm. 

Bolton Wanderers provided the opposition for the final game before the real thing started, and 
for the opening period Falkirk looked much sharper and fitter than a strong Wanderers side 
that included Kevin Davies, Sam Ricketts and Chung-Yong Lee. Chris Eagles scored an absolute 
screamer from 35 yards out, to equalise Lyle Taylor’s first-minute opener. For the final 30 minutes, 
there was almost an entirely different Bairns side and several of the younger players were given the 
chance to shine against a good-quality side.

The season proper started on July 28th with a home Ramsdens Cup tie against Stirling Albion, 
which Falkirk won 3–0. Lyle Taylor scored twice to extend an impressive opening scoring run of six 
goals from three games. Elgin City were beaten 2–0 at the Falkirk Stadium in the first round of the 
Scottish Communities cup, and young Stephen Kingsley had an outstanding match, scoring the first 
goal of his senior career. Elgin were no pushovers and it took a goal from Taylor two minutes from 
time to see off the former Highland League side. Their keeper John Gibson was in inspired form 
and kept his side in the game with some fine saves. Falkirk had been given a taste of what to expect 
in the season ahead when teams would come to Falkirk to defend in depth and try to frustrate the 
home side. The side played some attractive football, but passing and possession didn’t always lead 
to goals.



The league season opened with a 3–1 defeat at Firhill and it was a nightmare opening to the league 
campaign. Falkirk were 2–0 down after only seven minutes’ play and a real hammering looked a 
distinct possibility. They did well to steady the ship, and Taylor pulled one back eight minutes into 
the second half. Falkirk were unable to build on this and Doolan added a killer third goal only four 
minutes after Taylor’s 30-yard screamer had given real hope. It had been a great game for neutrals 
and a good advert for the division. The young players were certainly catching the eye and Stephen 
Kingsley and Jay Fulton were in the Scotland Under-19 squad who faced Germany at the Falkirk 
Stadium. Kingsley started and Fulton played for the final ten minutes of the game that saw the 
German side win 1–0 with a second-half goal.

Things didn’t go according to plan on the following Saturday, when Raith Rovers continued 
their winning streak with a 2–0 win in Falkirk. It left Falkirk and Dumbarton as the only sides 
pointless after the two opening games. It had all started so well and, for the opening 20 minutes, it 
looked as though Falkirk would blow Rovers away. There were at least five clear-cut chances and 
Falkirk were to pay dearly for their lack of punch. Rovers recovered after this and looked to have 
sussed Steven Pressley’s game plan. It was not the ideal preparation for the visit of Rangers in the 
Ramsdens Cup, even though the Ibrox side were technically billed as ‘lower league opposition’ 
after their recent demotion for alleged financial irregularities.

Tuesday August 21st. 2012 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 RANGERS 1
 Little
Attendance: 6,747 Referee: C. Murray

Falkirk matched Rangers for long periods of the game, but couldn’t 
get the vital goals that their approach play merited. The decisive goal 
came right on the stroke of half time, when ANDY LITTLE scored 
his sixth goal in five games, turning Smith and driving a low shot 
past McGovern from ten yards out. Falkirk were the better side in 
the second half but lacked the ability to break down an impressive 
Rangers defence. Frustration grew and Sibbald and substitute 
Haworth were booked for silly challenges on Black and Little, 
respectively. Alston cleared McLeod’s effort off the line as Rangers 
sought to kill the game off. There was no repeat of the previous 
season’s cup upset at Falkirk, and how Falkirk missed the aerial threat 
of El Alagui and the midfield bite of Mark Millar. Stewart Murdoch 
was probably the best Bairn on the park and Lyle Taylor looked 
capable of opening up the Rangers defence, if only he had been 
given better service. Dave McIntosh had been suspended pending an 
enquiry into references to Rangers as ‘Sevco’ and their ground as ‘Castle Greyskull’. The holders 
were out and Rangers fancied their chances of going all the way in a competition they could never 
have imagined they would be competing in. 

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Kingsley, Flynn, Smith, J. Fulton, Alston, Murdoch, Taylor, Sibbald (s. 
White), Weatherston (s. Haworth).

Subs. Dick, D. Fulton, Bowman.

RANGERS: Alexander, Hegarty (s. Crawford), Bocanegra, Broadfoot, Cribari, McCulloch, Little, 
Black, Sandaza (s. Kyle), McKay (s. Naismith), McLeod.

Subs. Wiktorski, Gallacher.



The first league win of the season came with a 2–1 win at Cappielow and Lyle Taylor’s match-
winner was an absolute gem of a strike. No keeper could have saved the swerving shot, which 
nestled in the top corner of the net despite Gaston’s best efforts. It was the first Falkirk win at the 
Greenock ground for twelve years and Taylor’s goal was well worth the journey through on a day 
of horrendous weather. 

Rangers knocked Falkirk out of the League Cup with a 3–0 win at Ibrox and the Bairns were never 
really in it despite a Weatherston effort cracking off the bar after only eight minutes’ play. Michael 
McGovern pulled off some stunning saves to keep the score down and Falkirk looked a tired side in 
the closing stages of the match. It was a big let-down and Falkirk had played much better when the 
two sides had met only nine days previously in the Ramsdens Cup.

Sean Higgins made his debut in a 2–1 home defeat by Livingston and the killer goal came in the 
second minute of stoppage time when Anthony Andrew hit a great shot into the top corner of 
McGovern’s net. Darren Dods was sent off after holding back Iain Russell, and by the same referee 
who had shown him a red card back in January’s League Cup semi-final against Celtic. It was 
Livingston’s first success of the season and it was an obvious source of pleasure to their manager 
John Hughes. 

The League table was looking none too healthy, especially after a 1–-1 draw at New Douglas Park 
against struggling Hamilton Accies. Lyle Taylor had given Falkirk a great start with a goal after five 
minutes, but Accies drew level through Routledge three minutes before the interval. It was another 
poor showing by Falkirk and the players looked tired. There was no real pattern to the play and, in 
truth, Hamilton could easily have won the match had they taken their chances.

Dumbarton were propping up the table with five consecutive defeats, but Falkirk had only four 
points, two ahead of Hamilton. It was their worst start to the Division One campaign since Jim 
Jefferies’ first season, and on that occasion the team won promotion. The 1–1 draw against Airdrie 
was another stuttering performance and Airdrie had gone into the game after three consecutive 
defeats. Falkirk were already a massive 13 points behind leaders Partick Thistle, and the quality of 
football on offer against Airdrie was unlikely to see that situation change in the immediate future. 
Manager Pressley was starting to feel the heat as the support were less than impressed by the 
results. 

A dismal match at Central Park saw yet another 1–1 draw and Falkirk had only won once in seven 
outings. The boos rang out loud and clear at the end and yet this was after an impressive opening 
spell when Falkirk scored through Weatherston after only three minutes’ play. Manager Pressley 
said, ‘I am not disappointed because they are passionate supporters and I understand they want to 
see a successful team. It is part and parcel of the game but we have to start turning these draws into 
wins.. One redeeming feature of the game was the debut of young Conor McGrandles, who played 
really well. There was more Fife opposition for the following match – Dunfermline.

Saturday October 6th 2012 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 DUNFERMLINE 2
Taylor 2 Barrowman, Thomson
Attendance: 4,691 Referee: B.Colvin

After this draw, Jim Jefferies’ side went top of the league on goal difference. LYLE TAYLOR’s 
double strike looked to have put Falkirk on Easy Street, but the Pars came back and deserved 
their point. The visitors had started really well and could easily have been ahead after Dowie 
headed over and Wallace missed from only a few yards out. Taylor’s finishes taught the visitors a 
harsh lesson and, after his second goal, the game threatened to boil over. Referee Colvin booked 
four Dunfermline players, but the Fife side clawed their way back into the game when ANDY 
BARROWMAN scored with only eleven minutes left for play. 



Dunfermline were right back in the mix and an equaliser looked 
imminent. With five minutes left for play, RYAN THOMSON headed a 
cross past McGovern to level the scores. Falkirk were pinned back, and 
many home fans feared a late winner. In the end, a draw was about right, 
but it was becoming an all-too-familiar pattern – Falkirk had still to win a 
game on their own patch. Robbie Neilson featured as a trialist in the game 
and did well. He broke his cheekbone in a clash and looked to be in some 
discomfort as he went off to be replaced by Smith in the closing stages.

FALKIRK: McGovern, trialist (Neilson) (s. Smith), Dods, Flynn, Kingsley, 
Duffie, Murdoch, Leahy (s. Haworth), Alston, Higgins (s.Weatherston), 
Taylor.

Subs. Fulton, Bowman.

DUNFERMLINE: Gallacher, McMillan, Dowie, Morris, Jordan, Husband, Geggan, Wallace, 
Falkingham (s. Thomson), Cardle (s. Kirk), Barrowman.

Subs. Dargo, Potter, Hrivnak.

Falkirk’s second win of the season came against bottom team Dumbarton on October 20th in a 2–0 
win at the Bet Butler stadium. Goals from Taylor and Weatherston had given Falkirk a 2–0 half-time 
lead, but the home side battled back in the second half and rattled the posts twice in a nervous 
closing period. Taylor was proving a genuine goal-scorer at this level and this was his sixth goal of 
the season so far. Dumbarton sacked their manager Alan Adamson after this match. The Sons were 
without a win after nine games. They looked to be heading down unless a drastic improvement 
was found.

League leaders Partick Thistle visited the Falkirk Stadium and Jackie McNamara’s side felt they 
should have taken more from the game. Falkirk stifled the threat from Thistle, who had beaten 
Airdrie 7–0 in their previous fixture, and the point was to prove more important for Thistle as 
they tried to see off a strong challenge from Dunfermline. The former applicant for the Falkirk 
managerial job gave a stinging criticism of the club’s performance saying that ‘they’ve not won a 
lot of games, especially at home, and you can see why’. There was a real moment of controversy 
in the game surrounding a tackle by Ryan McGeever on Stuart Bannigan, which saw the Thistle 
player replaced after 23 minutes. McNamara claimed the tackle was ‘a leg-breaker’, but TV replays 
suggested the tackle was a legal one. When all the dust had settled, the fact remained that Falkirk 
had dropped another two points and they were well off the pace in terms of a title challenge.

Raith won 2–1 at Stark’s Park, after Falkirk had opened the scoring through Luke Leahy three 
minutes before the break, but the expected Raith onslaught saw them storm back and take all three 
points. Falkirk were poor after the break and faded badly. The league form was disappointing and 
another defeat at Almondvale did little to quell the disquiet within the supporters’ ranks. Yet again, 
McGovern saved the side from a real hammering and the final 2–1 scoreline didn’t really reflect 
how far ahead Livingston were. They had lost their manager John Hughes the previous Tuesday, 
but looked a better organised outfit than Falkirk. Livingston’s midfielder Burton O’Brien strolled 
through the game in his first return to the senior game since leaving Falkirk in May 2011. Steven 
Pressley described the Falkirk second-half performance as ‘terrific’, but there weren’t many Bairns 
fans who would have agreed with that assessment. Falkirk were now joint second bottom of the 
league, and a million miles away from justifying their pre-season tag as potential title challengers. 
The freezing temperature didn’t help the mood of the returning Falkirk fans. 

There was a novelty match at the Falkirk Stadium to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Falkirk 
Foundation. A Falkirk Legends team beat an Old Firm Select 4–3. Alex Totten was in charge of the 
Falkirk Legends while Murdo McLeod and Kevin Drinkell oversaw the Old Firm team. Around 700 



fans watched the match and enjoyed seeing some old favourites. There were a few ‘ringers’ in the 
Old Firm line-up, including Tommy Sheridan.

November ended with a 2–1 win over Hamilton Accies and Falkirk left it very late to win the game. 
Jon Page had given Accies the lead and they held out until seven minutes from full time. Conor 
McGrandles equalised and then Lewis Small clinched all three points with a strike after 94 minutes. 
There were five teenagers in the side and McGrandles, Grant and Small were by no means fazed by 
playing at this level. It was a finale to remember and Falkirk did well to win as they were missing 
five first-team regulars. It gave their manager some respite from the mounting pressure that was 
evident when Accies scored their goal.

The Scottish Cup had paired local rivals Stenhousemuir and Falkirk and they served up a very 
keenly-contested tie, which could have gone either way. Ex-Bairn Martyn Corrigan’s side gave a 
good account of themselves and rattled a very youthful Falkirk side. Kieran Duffie played a crucial 
role in the tie, scoring what proved to be the winning goal and then blocking a McMillan effort 
with his hand in front of his body. Referee Northcroft waved play on, but some referees might have 
acted differently. It was a tetchy affair, with eight bookings and plenty of meaty tackles flying in. 
Thomson and McGrandles were lucky to be booked rather than sent off for one particularly angry 
exchange. 

December was to prove a good month for Falkirk fans as their side went through the month 
unbeaten, until the very end of the year. Firstly, Cowdenbeath were dispatched 2–0 in a comfortable 
win, and the Fife side looked rusty after their three-week-long enforced absence from competitive 
action due to the weather. Despite a cut-price ticket offer for fans, only 2,647 bothered to turn out. 

Even more impressive was a 4–1 win in Airdrie, where Lyle Taylor scored a hat-trick, only for a 
mean-spirited Airdrie official – their kit man – to deny him the match-ball at the end of the game. 
Nathan Blockley’s dismissal for picking up two yellow cards following fouls on Murdoch and 
Fulton made it impossible for the home side to get back into the match and Falkirk cruised to a 
comfortable win. 

The Boxing Day game saw Falkirk win 1–0 at East End Park with a killer goal by Blair Alston in the 
90th minute. It was a great game and full of the passion and commitment you would have expected 
in a local derby. Jim Jefferies was sent to the stand for exchanging opinions with referee Stephen 
Finnie, and Jordan McMillan was sent off for grabbing Murdoch around the throat. There was a 
huge support for the Bairns and they loved that finale. There were chances galore at either end, 
and Dunfermline seemed to be losing their composure as the away side controlled the play for long 
periods. With so many young, inexperienced players in the ranks, Falkirk did well to keep their 
heads in the white-hot derby atmosphere and deserved their narrow win, whatever Mr. Jefferies 
might have thought afterwards.

Falkirk were as woeful against Dumbarton as they had been outstanding against the Pars, and Ian 
Murray’s first game in charge of Dumbarton saw the Sons win a seven-goal encounter in the last 
game of 2012. Lyle Taylor scored another hat-trick, but Falkirk suffered from the loss of influential 
skipper Darren Dods in the 67th minute. He was sent off for pulling back Fleming and conceding 
a penalty. That signalled a remarkable period of play when Dumbarton scored three goals in 13 
minutes to the utter disbelief of the home support and, indeed, many of the away fans as well. 
Apart from Taylor and keeper McGovern, Falkirk were poor and looked out of sorts. To be 4–1 
down at one stage to the bottom club was not acceptable and many fans made their feelings known. 
The winning run was over and this was a game that Falkirk should have won.

Any lingering notion of a title challenge ended with a 1–1 draw at New Douglas Park, and the 
turning point was the dismissal of defender Johnny Flynn after 57 minutes. The side did well to 
hold out and it was only in the 80th minute that MacKinnon equalised Lyle Taylor’s 13th-minute 
opener. The crowd of only 1,423 was hugely disappointing given that there was no competition 



from the SPL. As the transfer window opened, there was a fear that some of the talented youngsters 
would be picked up by other clubs and it was noticeable that several of the scouts were in 
attendance for the Hamilton game. 

A 1–0 home defeat by Morton was hard to take, and the win propelled the Greenock side to the 
top of the table after surprise defeats for Partick Thistle and Dunfermline. Falkirk’s young side, 
reportedly their youngest ever, played the better football, but lost out to a Martin Hardie goal that 
looked suspiciously offside. McGrandles had a goal disallowed from a different interpretation of 
the supposedly same offside rule. It was an interesting contrast in football-recruitment strategy – 
youthful development against seasoned professionals. Falkirk were stressing that the way ahead for 
them was to maintain a production line of promising young players and hope for a financial return 
from their subsequent transfers. 

January was not proving to be a happy month and so it continued when Partick Thistle handed out 
a 4–1 thrashing at Firhill. Falkirk didn’t deserve anything from the match – a point conceded by a 
disappointed manager Steven Pressley. It was an all-too-familiar pattern, with good performances 
suggesting real progress, only to be followed by poor results and niggling concerns about the 
ability of the young players to play against mature players in difficult conditions. Maybe that’s the 
price that has to be paid for such a youth policy, but the lack of consistency was costing the club 
dearly. Too many draws early in the season had made it an uphill challenge anyway, but the title 
challenge was never going to materialise without a run of wins, especially against beatable teams.

The truth of that was well illustrated in the last match of January 2013 against Airdrie. The 
Diamonds should have been absolutely put to the sword by a big winning margin, but they scored 
twice in the closing minutes to take the sheen off a very impressive Falkirk performance earlier 
in the game. The Bairns were 4–1 up with 17 minutes left to play, yet the nerves were shredded 
as goals from McLaren and Boyle made it 4–3. The final minutes were not for those of a nervous 
disposition. 

With a managerial vacancy at Tannadice, there was a lot of speculation in the press that Steven 
Pressley was one of the strong candidates for the post. In the end, the job went to Jackie McNamara 
and Pressley stated that he was perfectly happy where he was. ‘I love my work here and I truly 
believe in the way we’re going.’

Further progress was made in the Scottish Cup with a convincing 4–1 win over Forfar at the 
Falkirk Stadium on a poor surface, described by manager Pressley as a ‘cowfield’. Forfar manager 
Dick Campbell felt the scoreline flattered Falkirk, and he had a fair point. That old failing of 
inconsistency was never better illustrated than in the next game – a league encounter at Central 
Park, Cowdenbeath. It proved to be an absolute nightmare.

The manager was furious at his side’s inept display and described it as ‘the most disappointing 
afternoon in my three years at this club’. Cowdenbeath won 4–1 and the Bairns fans in the 566 
crowd were not slow to show their disapproval. It had all started well with a goal from Lyle Taylor 
in the second minute, but Colin Cameron’s side wanted the win more and deserved their victory. 
The players were kept in the dressing-room for over half an hour and there was no doubting the 
fury of the Falkirk manager. It was hardly the ideal preparation for the next game, the visit of old 
rivals Dunfermline.

Saturday February 16th 2013 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 DUNFERMLINE 0
Weatherston
Attendance: 3,680 Referee: S. McLean

Some Bairns fans missed out on seeing a late, late winner for DAVID WEATHERSTON, three 



minutes from time, which emphasised the truism 
‘Expect the Unexpected’. It was another sickening 
blow for followers of the Pars, who had seen a 
similar scenario on their own patch on Boxing Day, 
when Blair Alston did the damage. Weatherston 
and Higgins had been introduced late in the game, 
as players tired on a quagmire of a pitch and they 
were to prove inspired substitutions. Both sides had 
chances in an end-to-end contest and both keepers 
pulled off impressive saves to keep their goals intact.

Jay Fulton was in inspiring form and he made light 
of the poor surface with some incisive passing and 
close control. The game looked to be heading for 
a stalemate until the introduction of the pace of 
Weatherston. Higgins played a great through ball and 

Weatherston beat Morris before tucking the ball away inside Gallacher’s post. Dunfermline threw 
everyone forward in a desperate attempt to salvage a point and the home support held its breath 
after McGovern was drawn out of his goal by McMillan, only for Flynn to block the shot heading 
for an empty goalmouth. Dunfermline manager Jim Jefferies felt his side had been the better team 
for most of the game, while Steven Pressley gave credit to a determined group of young players.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Kingsley, Dods, Flynn, Murdoch, Grant (s. Weatherston), Alston, 
Taylor, J. Fulton (s. Higgins), McGrandles.

Subs. Small, Dick, Bowman.

DUNFERMLINE: Gallacher, Millen, McMillan, Dowie, Morris, Husband, Dargo (s. Cardle), 
Thomson, Wallace, Kirk, Falkingham (s. Whittle).

Subs. Potter, Smith, Hrivnak.

Lyle Taylor had been kept in check by Dunfermline’s defence, but the striker grabbed the headlines 
when he took his tally to 25 goals for the season after scoring twice in a comfortable 2–0 home win 
over Livingston. The pitch resembled Portobello Beach in places, but credit to both sides who tried 
to play football on a terrible surface. Falkirk hadn’t beaten the Lions in three previous encounters 
and Taylor’s two headers meant that the win took Falkirk to within three points of the visitors in 
the table. It was turning out to be a real roller-coaster of a season as Falkirk looked a really good 
side at times, but then would slip up against supposedly weaker teams.

One such team was Dumbarton, and it was reassuring that the visit to the Bet Butler Stadium saw a 
2–0 win. Two first-half goals from Thomas Grant and David Weatherston were enough to see off Ian 
Murray’s side. In truth, Falkirk should have won by several goals and the home side looked a poor 
outfit. The league table had divided into two sections, one chasing promotion and the other trying 
to avoid the drop, and Falkirk were in fifth place, 16 points behind leaders Morton. Three straight 
wins had boosted confidence and Blair Alston had an outstanding game in midfield.

Alston carried his good form into the next encounter – a quarter-final Scottish Cup tie against 
Hamilton Accies at New Douglas Park. He scored both goals in a great 2–1 win that earned a 
money-spinning semi-final tie. A figure of £170,000 was mentioned as the value of the forthcoming 
Hampden Park match.



Saturday March 2nd 2013 At New Douglas Park
HAMILTON 1 FALKIRK 2
Ryan Alston (2)
Attendance: 3,452 Referee: W. Collum

It is doubtful if Blair Alston will ever score a better goal than 
he did in this cup upset. Almost 2,000 Falkirk fans in the away 
stand had a perfect view of the 25-yard screamer that saw 
Falkirk through to a Hampden appearance for the second time 
in 13 months. Falkirk were determined to progress and there 
wasn’t a weakness in the team. The game was marred by a 
shocking late tackle on Lyle Taylor, which resulted in Jonathan 
Page being sent off in the closing stages of the match. Falkirk 
had taken the lead somewhat against the run of play when 
BLAIR ALSTON scored just before the break, firing home a 
cross from Thomas Grant after good work from Weatherston 
and Taylor. The second goal was worth the admission money 
alone. BLAIR ALSTON hit a brilliant volley from all of 25 
yards, which gave Cuthbert no chance. Higgins’ corner was 
cleared but the ball fell to Alston, who timed the volley to perfection, and the ball nestled in the top 
corner of the net. Accies grabbed a lifeline three minutes later when substitute ANDY RYAN scored 
shortly after coming off the bench. Ryan was guilty of a glaring miss in 80 minutes, when he should 
have converted a cross by May. He could only have been two yards out when he fired over the bar. 
Falkirk held on for the win, and the joy in the stands was only spoiled by that shocker of a tackle on 
Taylor. 

HAMILTON: Cuthbert, Fisher, Canning, Page, Devlin, Neil (s. Crawford), Gillespie (s. Ryan), 
Mackintosh, Routledge, Longridge (s. Hendrie), May.

Subs. Christie, Gordon.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Flynn, Dods, Kingsley (s. Dick), Murdoch, Weatherston, Grant (s. 
Higgins), McGrandles, Alston, Taylor (s. Small).

Subs. Fulton, Bowman.

The following Tuesday night saw Stewart Murdoch grab a last-minute equaliser in a 1–1 draw 
with Raith Rovers, and it seemed that the cup-tie exertions had taken a toll on the younger players. 
Only 2,428 supporters bothered to turn up and the counter-attraction of the Champions League tie 
on live TV maybe accounted for many of the absentees. Two days later, Steven Pressley was given 
permission to talk to Coventry City, who sought a replacement for Mark Robins, who had left to 
join Huddersfield Town. Pressley had been a player at Coventry and clearly knew the potential of 
the club.

Pressley had been in charge for just over three years and his track record was an impressive one. 
He started off with a relegation, which seemed almost inevitable despite his confident boast that he 
could keep the club in the top flight. On the plus side, he steered the club to a Ramsdens Cup win, 
and got them to the semi-final of the League Cup. His legacy was to take the club to Hampden for a 
Scottish Cup semi-final against Hibs. His departure was no real surprise as he had been linked with 
several jobs, notably the recent vacancy at Tannadice, another of his former clubs. It was reported 
that he had wanted to take his entire backroom staff with him to Tannadice, including his mentor 
Alex Smith and coaches Neil McFarlane and Stevie Crawford. His relationship with the support 
was not always an easy one and there had been minor demonstrations at some games when results 
were not going well. He was a great advocate of developing young players and he wasn’t afraid 
to introduce them into the first team. He was a surprise appointment, despite his experience with 



Hearts and as assistant to Scotland boss George Burley, but at the time there wouldn’t have been 
too many candidates lining up to take the job on. A lowly league position coupled with severe 
budgetary restraints meant that the Falkirk job was not going to be an easy one. Steven Pressley 
was supremely confident in his own ability to succeed and he certainly had the respect of the 
younger players. He was very ambitious and he was never going to be with Falkirk for the long 
haul. His subsequent career saw him manage Coventry, Fleetwood Town and Pafos in Cyprus.

The Falkirk directors turned to Alex Smith to take temporary charge until a permanent successor 
could be found. He was assisted by Stevie Crawford and Robbie Neilson. At 73 years old, he 
was Britain’s oldest manager – 187 days older than Craig Brown, then manager of Aberdeen. It 
had been a traumatic week for many of the younger players at the club, and to face the current 
League leaders on their own patch was asking a lot. Morton won 2–0, with the goals coming in 
the first half, but the young players did well. The back four were aged 21, 18, 19 and 17, and the 
performance of Stephen Kingsley at centre-back was impressive. 

Heavy snow caused the postponement of the game at Livingston and the next match was against 
Hamilton at the Falkirk Stadium. Accies finally laid the three-year-long Falkirk bogey and won 
2–0 with goals, again both in the first half, from Routledge and Longridge. Falkirk were poor, and 
the sub-zero conditions did little to raise the spirits of the disappointingly small crowd. Michael 
McGovern was away on International duty with Northern Ireland, and young Bowman was badly 
at fault for the opening goal. Falkirk were stuck in the middle of the league, 24 points behind 
leaders Morton. Kieran Duffie was also missing, as he was on the bench for Scotland Under-21s 
against Luxembourg, but his deputy Will Vaulks looked to be a useful player. 

Dunfermline were in dire straits and the administrator Bryan Jackson was trying to keep the club 
alive. The Fife club was in a sorry state and many of the staff wondered if they had any future. The 
club needed the game to go ahead in a desperate attempt to bring in some finances, and areas of 
the pitch appeared to be still covered in snow. The crowd of 2,879 was a massive disappointment, 
even allowing for the freezing conditions, and Falkirk brought a good away support with them.  
The East End Park attendance stood in stark contrast to the corresponding period in Falkirk’s 
provisional administration, when a massive crowd made their way to Brockville to see the game 
against Partick Thistle.

Falkirk won 2–0 with goals from Taylor and Alston. It was Taylor’s 26th strike of the season to date, 
an impressive haul for a player with a mid-table club. For Jim Jefferies’ side these were worrying 
times, and the fear of losing ten points for going into administration was a real one. It would place 
them only one point ahead of third from bottom Dumbarton, who had two games in hand. Several 
of the Dunfermline side were to be handed redundancy notices and the future of the 126-year-old 
club looked bleak.

Lyle Taylor made all the headlines in a 1–0 away win over Airdrie United, when he scored the 
only goal of the game in 58 minutes, and was then sent off by referee Matt Northcroft for a second 
bookable offence on the intervention of a linesman. The third away win on the trot came when the 
rearranged game at Almondvale ended with a 2–1 success. Gary Holt, who was expected to be 
announced as the new boss, was an interested spectator at the match. 

Playing three games in six days was taking a toll on the players, and they did well to come back 
after conceding a very soft penalty in the first half. Alex Smith had done much more than steady 
the ship. He had given the new manager a side in good shape and full of confidence. Gary Holt 
was indeed the new manager, joining the club from Norwich City, where he was assistant director 
of the club’s Academy. It was rumoured that there had been six candidates for the job and that the 
interviews had failed to identify a unanimous choice. The references for Gary Holt proved to be 
a decisive factor, notably that from Paul Lambert. Holt was also well known to Alex Totten, who 
had signed him for Kilmarnock and given him his Senior debut. As a player, he had represented 
Kilmarnock, Norwich, Forest and Wycombe and, had earned a Scotland cap.



Alex Smith was still in charge for a 4–0 home win over Cowdenbeath on April 6th, and the goals 
came late in a lacklustre game. It was the ideal preparation for the forthcoming Hampden semi-
final against Hibs. Some players were rested for the big game and the playing surface was less than 
ideal. Gary Holt was to take up duties on the Monday before the cup semi-final on the Saturday at 
Hampden.

Hindsight is a wonderful gift and, in retrospect, this was maybe a wrong decision. The players had 
adjusted to Alex Smith and the transition from the Pressley regime was as smooth as it possibly 
could have been. To introduce a new personality in the week of a major match seemed a strange 
decision, and one that was to prove the wrong one. 

Saturday April 13th 2013 At Hampden Park
HIBS 4 FALKIRK 3 (a. e. t.)
Griffiths (2), Harris, Doyle Sibbald, Fulton, Alston
Attendance: 22,410 Referee: I. Brines

The half-time score of Hibs 0 Falkirk 3 must have had 
supporters all over the country shaking their heads in 
disbelief. Falkirk had simply blown Hibs away with an 
amazing display of controlled passing football. The first 
45 minutes was as good a half as any Bairns supporter 
had seen anywhere, and certainly at the national 
stadium. Hibs fans were leaving in droves, some even 
heading back to Edinburgh at the break. In truth, it 
could have been even more of a winning margin. What 
unfolded afterwards was devastating for those Falkirk 
fans who really thought that their team had done 
enough to secure a place in the final. 

CRAIG SIBBALD had opened the scoring after six minutes, when he side-footed past Williams after 
a net cutback by Taylor. Falkirk looked relaxed and confident and it was no surprise when they 
added a second through JAY FULTON, who converted a cross from McGrandles. On the half-hour 
mark, Williams pushed out a Taylor effort only for BLAIR ALSTON to tap home.

Hibs looked down and out. Manager Pat Fenlon put on a second striker in Doyle, and this decision 
turned the game in the Edinburgh side’s favour. Falkirk rode their luck and McGovern turned a 
Harris effort on to the bar, before Clancy was denied a stonewall penalty after being clipped by 
Murdoch. Lady Luck started to favour the side in green, when ALEX HARRIS’s effort struck Dods 
and wrong-footed McGivern. LEIGH GRIFFITHS missed a penalty before scoring in 78 minutes, 
to make it 3–2. Falkirk were visibly tiring and the new manager seemed to be struggling to get his 
messages across. Alex Smith approached the technical area to offer help and assistance if needed. 
Hibs sensed their opponents were drifting and EOIN DOYLE struck a long-range effort with seven 
minutes left to make it 3–3. 

Referee Brines was replaced by John Beaton for the extra-time period, and Griffiths was the main 
danger man. He missed an easy chance, had a ’goal’ disallowed for offside and then scored the 
winner in the 115th minute of an incredible game. LEIGH GRIFFITHS hit an unstoppable shot, 
which was well worthy of winning any game.

Those Hibs fans who were back in Edinburgh by the time the final whistle blew must have been in 
a state of disbelief. Having walked out on their side after 45 minutes, convinced that a big Falkirk 
win was on the cards, they were now facing the prospect of another Hampden final. Bairns fans 
were shell-shocked and many believed that the wise old head of Alex Smith might well have been 
able to sort things out before the Hibs fightback.



HIBS: Williams, Clancy, McPake, Hanlon, McGivern, Robertson (s. Handling), Claros, Thomson (s. 
Taiwo), Cairney (s. Doyle), Griffiths, Harris.

Subs. Murdoch, Stevenson.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Dods, Flynn, Kingsley, Murdoch, Sibbald, J. Fulton (s. Weatherston), 
McGrandles (s. Higgins), Alston (s. Grant), Taylor.

Subs. Dick, Bowman.

Dumbarton won 3–1 at the Falkirk Stadium, as a cup hangover was clearly evident. The Sons were 
fighting for their lives and Ian Murray’s team wanted the three points more than Falkirk. The game 
was almost postponed due to the ferocity of the winds that blew across the park, and it only got the 
go-ahead 45 minutes before kick-off. Gary Holt described the defending as ‘criminal’, and Falkirk 
looked lethargic after their efforts at Hampden Park.

Further gloom descended with a 2–0 home defeat from leaders Partick Thistle, which sealed the 
Maryhill side’s return to the SPL after a nine-year absence.  The Thistle players sported T-shirts 
with the words ‘Kids v Experience’, and manager Alan Archibald had done a good job since 
replacing Jackie McNamara in February. It was as though Maryhill had come to Falkirk, and the 
Jags fans started their celebrations at the end. 

Falkirk’s season was in danger of petering out, and a goal-less draw at Stark’s Park did little to lift 
the mood of resigned complacency. Will Vaulks, who was playing for expenses only, was again 
outstanding in the Falkirk side.

The curtain came down with a resounding 4–1 home win over one-time leaders Morton, which 
took Falkirk into third place. Falkirk were in good form in the second period, after going behind 
to a McLaughlin goal. The decisive goals came from Sibbald, a Taylor penalty, Duffie and Higgins. 
Darren Dods was playing his last game for the club and was delighted to sign off with a win. 
Taylor’s goal took his tally for the season to 29 – one more than that of Farid El Alagui in the 
previous season.

It was a day of farewells – to the skipper, to the old Westfield goal record and to the grass pitch. The 
decision to ditch the grass pitch split the support, and many wanted to keep the traditional surface. 

Lyle Taylor was selected as the PFA Player of the Year. He followed in the footsteps of Farid El 
Alagui, who had won the award the previous season.

LYLE TAYLOR

Falkirk continued their knack of finding a goal-scorer and of 
resurrecting a playing career that seemed to be going nowhere 
when they signed Lyle Taylor from AFC Bournemouth in 2012. 
The Millwall-born striker had been on the books of his home-town 
team but had been farmed out on loan to a variety of clubs. AFC 
Bournemouth signed him in 2012, but again loan spells suggested 
his career was stalling. He made an instant impact at the club and 
scored some great goals. It was no real surprise that he was voted 
Player of the Year for 2012–13 by the League and also by his fellow-
professionals in PFA Scotland. Lyle was also chosen for the SFL Team 
of the Year for the First Division.

His impressive season saw him earn several offers, and he chose to 
move to Sheffield United on a two-year deal. It had been thought 



that he was going to Rotherham, but he couldn’t agree personal terms. His career at Bramhall 
Lane was starting to follow its earlier pattern, with loan spells at Partick Thistle (twice) before 
a move to Scunthorpe. He found his goal-scoring form again at AFC Wimbledon, where he set 
new goal-scoring records for the club. He then moved to Charlton Athletic, and Falkirk fans who 
remembered him were surprised to see the new hairstyle he sported in the 2019 televised play-off 
matches against Sunderland. He became a very popular player at the Valley and was voted their 
Player of the Year for 2019 by Athletic fans.

His grandparents came from Montserrat, and Lyle was capped by the Caribbean country. He scored 
his first International goal in a World Cup qualifier against Curaçao.

LYLE TAYLOR FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                 34        League  Goals  24
League Cup Games          2                    League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games         4               Scottish Cup Goals 2
Challenge Cup Games     2  Challenge  Cup Goals 2

All in all, it had been a strange season. The highlights included the following: third place for 
the third season in a row, a Hampden semi-final, a prolific goal-scorer, an International-class 
goalkeeper, promising young players, a model Academy, finances stabilizing. The disappointments 
were the inconsistencies and the dropping of vital points to teams that should have been beaten. 
This was a winnable league and, on their day, Falkirk could beat any team in the division. There 
was a growing concern, however, that the club was lacking ambition and desire. The succession of 
young, untried managers was a huge gamble. If they were successful, they would move on. If they 
were not, the club would need to start all over again. The Academy needed to produce ‘the million-
pound player’ but it was questionable if that kind of money existed. The McCarthy/McArthur 
bonanza had kept Hamilton going for a while, with add-on transfer fees being crucial. Did Falkirk 
have such players, and was the market still there?



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish First Division Partick Thistle
Scottish Second Division Queen of the South
Scottish Third Division Rangers
Scottish Cup Celtic
Scottish League Cup St. Mirren
Scottish League Challenge Cup Queen of the South
F.A. Cup Wigan
English Premiership Manchester United
English League Cup Swansea

 

Transfers In
Chris Smith (Ayr)
Andy Haworth (Bury)
Johnny Flynn (Ross County)
Lyle Taylor (Bournemouth)
Luke Leahy (Rugby Town)
Sean Higgins (St. Johnstone)
Robbie Neilson (Dundee United)
Will Vaulks (Tranmere)
Iain Flannigan (Morton)

 

 

Transfers Out
 
Tam Scobbie (St. Johnstone)                                 
Mark Millar (Dundee United)                              
Jack Compton (Rochdale)
Jordan White (Stirling Albion)
Andy Haworth (released)
Rhys Bennett (Rochdale)
Farid El Alagui (Brentford)



CHAPTER SEVEN – SEASON 2013–14
A PLAY-OFF PLACE

Scottish League Championship – 3rd
Scottish Cup Round 4 – lost to Rangers (h) 2–0
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost to Aberdeen (h) 5–0
Challenge Cup Quarter-final – lost to Raith Rovers (h) 1–0
Top League Scorer Loy 21 (including play-offs)
Top Scottish Cup Scorer None
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 5–0 v Cowdenbeath (h) 5/4/14
Heaviest Defeat 0–5 v Aberdeen (a) 25/9/13 L.C.

Pre-season preparations began with a closed-doors game at Lesser Hampden on June 29th, when an 
experimental team coasted to a 4–0 victory. Two different sides were fielded and it ensured that all 
the playing staff had a run out. The programme was a successful one and the side were unbeaten in 
their friendlies, recording wins against Fraserburgh, Huntly, Turriff and Forfar. There were draws 
against Stirling Albion and Dunfermline. The only reverse was in the postponed Stirlingshire Cup 
Final, held over from the previous season, when Dumbarton retained the old trophy with a 3–2 win. 
The Sons were 3–0 ahead at the interval and despite a second-half fightback by the young Bairns, 
the home side triumphed. 

Home fans were keen to see the new players in action, but all the games had been played away 
from home, due to the extensive works being carried out to install the new artificial surface. It was 
clear, however, that Gary Holt was continuing to play a passing game very similar to that of his two 
immediate predecessors, and the players seemed to have settled in well. Lyle Taylor was transferred 
to Sheffield United, who were managed by Davie Weir at that time and he had previously rejected 
offers from Rotherham. A fee of £250,000 was quoted in certain papers, and chairman Martin 
Ritchie had been determined not to let the striker go on the cheap. Taylor had scored 29 goals in the 
previous season and would be sorely missed. Rory Loy had played as a triallist against Forfar and 
he looked to be a useful player.

The Ramsdens Cup started with a trip to Cumbernauld to face Jim Duffy’s Clyde and the game was 
played in sizzling temperatures. Cold towels were the order of the day at half time, and Falkirk 
eased through to the next round with goals from Alston and McGrandles. Falkirk faced the same 
opposition in the League Cup and the game was played at Recreation Park, Alloa. Clyde proved 
a tough handful this time around, and it was only in the final 15 minutes that Falkirk broke them 
down. One of the scorers in the 3–0 win was Phil Roberts, who was the focus of attention at the 
post-match press conference.

Roberts had experienced Scottish Football with Inverness in the previous campaign, after playing 
for the Arsenal Youth team, and he came with a vow to score at least 20 goals. He was aware that he 
had two hard acts to follow in Farid El Alagui and Lyle Taylor, but he didn’t lacked confidence.

The first league game of the season ended in a 1–1 draw in Dumbarton, with a McGrandles goal 
being cancelled out late in the game by Bryan Prunty. The game was evenly contested, and Stephen 
Kingsley looked assured in the centre of the Falkirk defence. There were plenty of familiar faces 
in the Dumbarton staff at the game, with ex-Bairn Jack Ross in the home dug-out as Ian Murray’s 
assistant and Ahmed Habib as the Sons physio. Keen-eyed observers might even have spotted then 
old Falkirk tractor parked at the ground, as it was no longer needed at the Falkirk Stadium after the 
installation of the artificial pitch.



The new surface was in use for its first competitive game – Falkirk against Morton on August 17th. 
Three was the magic number on the day – 3G pitch, 3 goals and 3 points. Whether or not it was 
to be 3rd time in a row that a successful striker had been unearthed remained to be seen. Loy and 
Roberts looked a good combination, with the former scoring twice in a five- minute spell just before 
the break and the latter adding a third three minutes after the restart. Loy was determined to kick-
start his career after a frustrating spell with Carlisle, where had suffered a double leg break.

Falkirk progressed in the Ramsdens Cup with a 2–1 win over Ayr United at Somerset Park to reach 
the quarter-finals. It was a great example of determination and fighting spirit, and the youngsters 
still looked fresh in the second period of extra time. Scott Shepherd headed in a Jay Fulton corner to 
win the tie after Loy’s second-half goal had cancelled out Malcolm’s first-half opener. The 17-year-
old did well to have won the corner in the first place, after surviving a fierce tackle from Lithgow.

Roberts looked impressive, and like a potential successor to El Alagui and Taylor in the scoring 
charts, when he netted a hat-trick against Livingston. To win 3–0 away was not an easy task, and 
it took Falkirk on to seven points from their opening three games – only Hamilton had a perfect 
record. 

Old foes Dunfermline were seen off in a 2–1 League Cup tie which was played in the best traditions 
of the rivalry. A good crowd of 3,663 saw all three goals coming in the opening half, and a virtuoso 
display from Bairns keeper Michael McGovern. Dunfermline finished strongly and there were a 
few anxious moments in the home support before referee MacLean blew for time up. Falkirk were 
unbeaten in all their competitive matches so far, but they were to face League leaders and early 
pace-setters Hamilton Accies in the next game.

Saturday August 31st 2013 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 HAMILTON ACCIES. 2
J. Fulton Antoine-Curier, Crawford
Attendance: 3,266 Referee: B. Madden

Hamilton had enjoyed a tremendous week already, having 
beaten Kilmarnock in the League Cup, and came to Falkirk 
as the League leaders. It wasn’t the greatest of games but 
showed the promise that existed in the young players of 
both sides. Hamilton were the better side in the first half, 
and Keatings and Antoine-Curier were pulling the Falkirk 
defence all over the place. Gillespie had two good chances 
to open the scoring, one of which was denied by a great 
McGovern save.

Falkirk started the second half in lively fashion and JAY 
FULTON opened the scoring five minutes after the restart, 
when he fired a free kick low into the net after Devlin had 
fouled Roberts. It looked a soft award, but the youngster 
hit his 25-yard effort well. The goal roused Hamilton into 
action and they drew level in 72 minutes, when MICKAËL 
ANTOINE-CURIER brushed off a challenge by Duffie 
to stride in on a long ball from MacKinnon and leave 
McGovern helpless. Falkirk were reeling, and they lost the killer goal a mere three minutes later. 
No keeper could have kept it out. ALI CRAWFORD broke down the right and curled a perfect 
strike into the top corner from 20 yards out. It was a goal to win any match but, in truth, the top-
table clash was slightly disappointing. The game only really came alive in the second half and 
manager Holt felt his side had been too nervous and tentative in that first half. Some observers felt 
that Falkirk had actually been the better side after the break, but that wonder goal from Crawford 
proved to be the clincher. Falkirk had subsequent chances to earn a point, but they found an 



inspired keeper in Kevin Cuthbert. The youngsters had learned a painful lesson – you need to kill 
teams off when you are on top. August ended with Hamilton five points clear at the top.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Turnbull (s. Flynn), Vaulks, Kingsley, Durojaiye, Fulton, Sibbald (s. 
Bingham), McGrandles, Roberts, Loy.

Subs. Dick, Leahy, Bowman.

HAMILTON ACCIES: Cuthbert, Gordon, Hendrie, Devlin, Canning, Gillespie (s. Andreu), Keatings 
(s. Ryan), Neil, Crawford, MacKinnon, Antoine-Curier (s. McShane).

Subs. Watson, Currie, Finnie, Kilday.

Stenhousemuir were left to carry the Stirlingshire flag in the Ramsdens Cup after Falkirk went 
down 1–0 to Raith Rovers in Kirkcaldy. The Warriors defeated Dundee 5–4 on penalties at Dens 
Park after extra time.  Falkirk had several good chances to win the game against Raith and 
conceded a sloppy goal with four minutes left for play. It was a poor game in dreich conditions and 
the irony was that Raith’s scorer, Greig Spence, had been a member of the Hamilton side which 
Falkirk had beaten in their last Ramsdens Cup Final.

There was another forgettable trip across the Forth when Falkirk lost 1–0 to Cowdenbeath at 
Central Park. A meagre crowd of only 644 saw a last-minute winner from Greg Stewart give 
the Blue Brazil all three points, severely denting Falkirk’s already dwindling title aspirations. 
Cowdenbeath had conceded 11 goals in their previous four games but manager Colin Cameron 
certainly sorted the defensive problems out. Falkirk’s performance was woeful and only Rory Loy 
escaped censure from the travelling support.

The manager’s criticisms certainly seemed to have paid off when Falkirk took on Dundee in their 
next game, turning in a much better performance and winning convincingly 3–1. Jay Fulton was in 
outstanding form and looked one of the best prospects the club had had for some time. Rory Loy 
scored his second double of the season and the win took Falkirk into third place, behind Raith and 
the clear leaders Hamilton. Dundee were a poor side, and manager John Brown didn’t attend the 
post-match press conference.

The gap between the top two divisions of Scottish Football was exposed when Aberdeen visited 
on League Cup business on the following Wednesday night.Aberdeen gave a clinical display of 
attacking football and were two goals up at half time. Substitute Scott Vernon was the Dons hero, 
scoring a second-half hat-trick, which included a penalty. The match statistics told their own tale, 
with the visitors having 13 shots on target, compared to Falkirk’s two. The match was televised live 
and it must have been a horror show for anyone watching, unless they were from the North-East.

Falkirk fans headed back to Stark’s Park again and feared the worst when Rovers went into a third-
minute lead through Anderson’s goal. Rovers had several good chances to kill the game off, but 
Falkirk could claim they were denied a spot kick when Thomson brought McGrandles down in the 
box. Just as it looked like Rovers were about to take all three points, Falkirk equalised in sensational 
fashion. Kris Faulds picked up the ball some 25 yards out and curled a tremendous shot into the top 
corner of McGurn’s net. There were several Bairns fans who had already headed for the exits and 
missed the goal. 

Falkirk were right back in the mix after a good 2–1 win over Queen of the South and again Rory 
Loy grabbed all the headlines, scoring an impressive double. That made it six goals from three 
games and it looked like Falkirk had found yet another effective scorer.



RORY LOY 

Rory Loy had two spells at Falkirk, but it was during his first 
seasons that he was at his best. He had started out as a very 
promising young player at Kilmarnock aged 14, having been a 
pupil at Stranraer Academy, and his displays prompted Rangers 
to obtain his signature for a reported fee of £20,000. He made 
his league debut in November 2008 against Inverness and had 
impressed on a loan transfer to Dunfermline. While at Ibrox, he 
played five games for the Scotland Under-21 side, making his 
debut against Northern Ireland in November 2008. He scored 
once in the game against Azerbaijan. From Rangers, he had a 
further loan spell at St. Mirren, before a move to Carlisle United 
in January 2011 on a two-and-a-half-year contract. His time at 
Brundell Park was marred by injuries, including a double leg 
break sustained against Preston North End.

He soon established himself in the Falkirk side, scoring a double in his first home appearance, 
against  Morton on August 17 th 2013.Throughout the season he became renowned for his hard 
work and finishing prowess, and the fans appreciated his contribution to the team. He was 
nominated for the PFA Scotland Championship Player of the Year for season 2013–14, but lost out to 
Kane Hemmings. At club level, he swept the boards, winning Player of the Year and Players’ Player 
of the Year. Rory was named in the 2013–14 Scottish Championship Team of Year.

On the last day of the transfer window in January 2015, Hamilton made a bid to sign him, but the 
bid was turned down. Injury forced him to miss the run-in to the end of the season, but he still 
made the 2014–15 PFA Scotland Championship Team of the Year. There was a real doubt that he 
would be fit in time for the Scottish Cup Final against Inverness, but he made it, although clearly 
not 100% match fit.

He moved to Dundee and then had another loan spell at St. Mirren, before returning to Falkirk. 
In his second spell with Falkirk, he played in 26 games and scored once. He was never the same 
player second time around, and it came as no surprise when he moved to Dumbarton in 2018.

RORY LOY FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                  72 (9)                               League Goals 31
League Cup Games           8 (2)                                League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games          6                                    Scottish Cup Goals 0 
 Challenge Cup Games     6                                    Challenge Cup Goals 1
Paul Hartley’s Alloa side were far too physical for the Falkirk team, and the Wasps had a few 
chances to pull off a surprise result. Alloa had won successive promotions and were determined 
to hold on to their new-found status as a Championship team. There was plenty of effort, but the 
game lacked skill and finesse. Alloa had an inspired goalkeeper in Scott Bain and deserved their 
hard-won point. Falkirk were still in third place, but had drawn three of their nine League games. 
They seemed to struggle against part-time sides and this trend continued against Dumbarton in the 
next home game.

The Sons were 2–0 up after only 24 minutes, and the home support were less than impressed. 
Fleming and Megginson gave the visitors a lead, before Roberts pulled one back with a great strike 
from all of 25 yards. Falkirk threw everything at Dumbarton in the second half, and Alston hit the 
bar. Falkirk’s frustrations grew, and Roberts was sent off in injury time for booting the ball away, 
having already been booked. The young striker clearly had a problem at times in controlling his 
temper. The result meant that Dumbarton had taken ten points from the last six meetings against 
Falkirk. 



League leaders Hamilton won 2–0 at New Douglas Park to establish a four-point lead at the top 
of the table and send Falkirk back into fourth place. The old failing was there for all to see – lots of 
possession but none of it converted into goals. You could sense Gary Holt’s frustration in the press 
conference when he said, ‘We are a young team learning the game, but the players have to grow 
up some time. Somebody has to take the game by the scruff of the neck.’ Louis Longridge scored a 
great goal near the end to secure the points, but Falkirk had made them fight all the way. Cuthbert 
pulled off two great saves from Loy and Sibbald late in the first half. Bingham missed two great 
chances for Falkirk when the score was still 0–0, and McCracken was unlucky to see a header from 
a corner fly narrowly over the bar. 

Livingston were only one point behind Falkirk and had a game in hand when they came to the 
Falkirk Stadium, but left soundly beaten after an impressive Falkirk performance. Three goals in a 
blistering eight-minute spell in the second half ended the West Lothian side’s resistance, and their 
goal was scored by a Falkirk player, Will Vaulks, who had the misfortune to hit a Scott effort past 
McGovern. Sibbald was in outstanding form, and Loy hit another double. Next up was a trip to 
Dens Park to face Dundee, who were in second place.

Leahy’s last-minute goal ensured a share of the points after a Conroy first-half penalty had given 
Dundee the lead. Vaulks was adjudged to have handled MacDonald’s cross when many felt he was 
trying to protect his face from serious damage. The equaliser was a different kind of face-saving. 
The ball from Loy’s cross struck Leahy in the face and he cheekily described the effort as a ‘header’. 
There was a smaller-than-usual Falkirk support in the away stand, a protest against the fact that 
Dundee were charging away fans more to get into the game. It was a vital point at a venue where 
Falkirk had not enjoyed much success in recent times and showed that, although they currently 
occupied a mid-table slot, Falkirk were not yet to be written off.

Mark Millar was back at Falkirk, on loan from Dundee United, and he scored twice to see off 
a plucky Cowdenbeath side in a 4–0 home win. The Fife side came into the game after three 
successive defeats, but they put up a good show in the first half and went close to causing a real 
upset. Russell wasted two great chances, and an Adamson free kick rattled the bar. It was only in 
the final fifteen minutes that Falkirk piled on the pressure and were rewarded with two goals in the 
final six minutes from Millar and 17-year-old Scott Shepherd, the latter scoring with his first touch 
of the ball. Next up was a visit from Rangers in the Scottish Cup.

Saturday November 30th 2013 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 RANGERS 2
 Law, Templeton
Attendance: 6,228 Referee: B. Colvin

The challenge facing Falkirk was made so much harder after the 
dismissal of David McCracken in 55 minutes for a foul on Clark. 
It looked a harsh decision, and many felt referee Colvin was about 
to book Clark for diving. The whistler didn’t look at all convincing 
in his decision-making. Falkirk were forced to defend and they did 
so bravely. McGovern saved McCulloch’s penalty. Vaulks led the 
back four and keeper McGovern pulled off some more amazing 
saves, confirming that here indeed was a genuine International-
class keeper. Rangers’ two goals came in stoppage time and it was a 
harsh verdict on Falkirk. NICKY LAW fired home through a ruck of 
players, after a knock down by Mohsni, and there were some angry 
exchanges, notably between Flynn and Mohsni. The home side and 
their supporters were devastated and when DAVID TEMPLETON 
added a second when he raced on to an Aird pass, pandemonium 
broke out in the North Stand. A flare was thrown from among the 
Rangers support and burned a scar across the penalty box, causing a 



hold-up while a steward had to douse the flame. Falkirk had chances in the second half, and Millar 
blew a great chance from 20 yards out, dreaming, no doubt, of a second memorable strike against 
the Ibrox side. This was not the Rangers of old, and many neutrals felt that Falkirk had been the 
better footballing side. McCracken’s red card was the turning point, and replays of the incident 
threw up three big questions. Was it a foul at all? Was it in the box? Did it warrant a red card? The 
man who mattered was referee Brian Colvin, and he decided that the answers were yes to all three.

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Vaulks, McCracken, Kingsley, J. Fulton (s. Alston), McGrandles, 
Millar, Sibbald, Roberts, Loy.

Subs. Durojaiye, Flynn, Bingham, Leahy, Shepherd, Bowman.

RANGERS: Bell, Peralta (s. Aird), Mohsni, Faure, Wallace, McCulloch, Clark (s. Templeton), Black, 
Daly, MacLeod, Law.

Subs. Crawford, Simonsen, McKay, Cribari, Smith.

The League table was starting to look much better from a Falkirk perspective after an impressive 
3–1 home win over Raith Rovers. It was certainly a day for ‘The Young Ones’, and the goals came 
from Sibbald, McGrandles and Kingsley. Raith were never in the match, and manager Grant 
Murray acknowledged as much. The youngsters seemed to revel in the freedom they were given 
to play in the attacking third of the park, and Gary Holt stressed the players were responding well 
to training but were playing intuitively, and impressively. The win saw Falkirk leapfrog Raith 
into third place, and Falkirk were definitely back in the title race, especially after Alloa had beaten 
Hamilton at New Douglas Park.

There were real doubts about the weather as some 200 Bairns fans headed down the M74 to 
Dumfries on December 14th to face Queen of the South. After 26 minutes, referee Ian Brines called a 
halt as the driving wind and lashing rain made conditions farcical and the game was abandoned. It 
was the correct decision and both sets of players headed off for their Christmas parties in Liverpool. 
A fallen tree had hit a bus on the A701, and the journey home for the supporters was not a pleasant 
experience.

New Morton manager Kenny Shiels watched from the directors’ box, a result of a ban imposed 
when he was manager of Kilmarnock, as his new charges lost 2–0 to a lively Falkirk side at 
Cappielow. The result left Morton six points adrift at the foot of the Championship table and they 
looked a poor side. Shiels’ post-match statement that ‘We’ve got a lot of work to do’ seemed an 
understatement of classic proportions. Loy’s penalty added to Duffie’s opening goal ensured a win 
that saw Falkirk sitting neatly in fourth place with a game in hand on a day when Hamilton and 
Raith dropped points.

The last game of the old year saw a disappointing goal-less draw at home against Alloa. The Wasps 
were proving a real surprise packet and were well prepared, defending stoutly and frustrating 
the Falkirk front line. Bain was outstanding in the visiting goals and defied Millar and Loy with 
amazing saves. Alloa’s point saw them move into fifth place and only one point behind Falkirk. 
Paul Hartley had developed a tight unit and had earned ten clean sheets from their 17 League 
games. 

2014 opened with a short trip to Livingston and Rory Loy’s 26th-minute spot kick was enough to 
secure all three points in a game that will not be remembered for too long. The game was made 
all the more difficult for the home side after Donaldson’s dismissal for a foul on McGrandles that 
led to the penalty. Ten-man Livingston were still in the game and, in stoppage time, McNulty had 
an effort that almost earned his side a point, but Vaulks cleared off the line. Falkirk had now gone 
seven League games without defeat and were grinding out results when it mattered. It wasn’t 
always pretty to watch, but you couldn’t argue with a healthy League position.



Early pace-setters Hamilton came to Falkirk and fought out a 0–0 draw, on a day when Livingston 
shocked Dundee with a Mark Burchill goal at Dens Park. Falkirk outplayed Accies for long parts of 
the game, but failed to break Alex Neil’s side down. Antoine-Curier missed a gilt-edged chance to 
take all three points when he missed a point-blank header, after Hendrie had headed Crawford’s 
cross back across the goal mouth. Falkirk were having to work out how to break down packed 
defences, and Alloa and Hamilton had presented many problems. These dropped points were to 
prove crucial and there were chances to make real progress at the top of the table.

Millar and Loy goals ensured three points from the difficult Central Park fixture and the ‘crowd’ 
was a meagre 566. The opening 45 minutes were hard going, but Falkirk persisted and were 
rewarded for a gutsy display against opponents who were determined to hold on to their 
Championship status.The postponement of the Dundee–Hamilton game on that same Saturday 
gave the Bairns an opportunity to go top of the League if they could beat the Dens Park side at the 
Falkirk Stadium the following Saturday.

Saturday January 25th 2014 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 DUNDEE 0
McGrandles, Loy
Attendance: 4,183 Referee: B. Madden

Falkirk moved into pole position on goal difference after this 
battling win. Dundee keeper Kyle Letheren was sent off by 
referee Bobby Madden in first-half stoppage time when Rory 
Loy was brought down in the box after the keeper had slipped. 
Keeper Dan Twardzik came on to replace Nade and his first act 
was to save Loy’s penalty kick. Some felt it was poetic justice 
as the contact had looked minimal, especially the Dundee boss 
John Brown, who claimed ‘We should never have been down to 
ten men, because the striker conned the referee and it wasn’t a 
sending-off.’ CONOR McGRANDLES had given Falkirk a lead 
after 16 minutes, when he fired home a cutback from Roberts 
and there were further chances to kill the game, especially that 
penalty opportunity from Loy. In the end, it took a goal in 73 
minutes from top scorer RORY LOY to settle matters. The work 
rate was impressive, and Falkirk looked a really good side in that 
first half. They could easily have gone in three or four goals to 
the good. McGovern didn’t have a real save to make until late in 
the game, and he ensured a sixth consecutive clean sheet. 

FALKIRK: McGovern, Duffie, Vaulks, Flynn, Kingsley. Alston (s. J. Fulton), Millar, Sibbald (s. 
Leahy), McGrandles, Loy, Roberts (s. Shepherd).

Subs. Small, Dick, Durojaiye, Bowman.

DUNDEE: Letheren, Irvine, Gallacher, Benedictus, Lockwood (s. Boyle), Davidson, Dyer, Hughes 
(s. Rae), McAllister, MacDonald, Nade (s. Twardzik).

Subs. McBride, Conroy, Monti, Lynas,Wighton.

The impressive form of the young players ensured that several clubs from both sides of the Border 
were represented at Falkirk matches. Jay Fulton was being targeted by Swansea, and his contract 
was due to expire in the summer. Wigan had also been interested in Fulton, but the dismissal of 
their manager Owen Coyle had seen the proposed move collapse. With the transfer window due to 
close, there was a real desire to close the deal and a fee of around £200,000 with add-ons was being 
rumoured.



JAY FULTON

Jay joined an exclusive father-and-son Bairns club when he made 
his Falkirk debut as a 17-year-old. Father Steve had been a popular 
player at Brockville after an impressive career at Celtic, Bolton and 
Hearts. Siblings Dale and Tyler were also on the books at Falkirk 
in the Academy system. Jay was one of several promising young 
players breaking through and they got their chances regardless of 
age. He made his Bairns debut at the age of 17, when he came on as a 
substitute against Partick Thistle on April 12th 2011. He felt the move 
to Swansea would suit his style of play. His signing-on interview 
included his views:

‘I know the style here really suits me. I like to be on the ball and pass it about. And I know I will be 
stepping straight into the Under–21s set up, but I see it as an avenue to the first team. The challenge 
for me is to get into the U-21s side and then, hopefully, put my name forward for the Senior side. I 
loved my time at Falkirk. I’m very thankful to them for giving me the opportunity of playing first-
team football at such a young age. They gave me a chance to experience Senior football and show 
what I am capable of. So I am very appreciative for that.’

Initially, he played in the Swans’ Under-21 side, but he impressed enough to win a contract 
extension at the club. It was great to see a product of the Falkirk Academy appearing on Match of 
the Day when Swansea were in the top flight, and Jay didn’t look out of place. 

He has been chosen in various Scotland squads at Under-18, Under-19 and Under-21 level.

JAY FULTON FALKIRK CAREER
League Games            66 (19)              League  Goals  5          
League Cup Games      9 (1)                     League Cup Goals 3
Scottish Cup Games     4 (1)                     Scottish Cup Goals 1 
Challenge Cup Games 7 (2)              Challenge Cup Goals 0

Bottom club Morton were the next visitors, and Falkirk fans were left frustrated after a 1–1 draw. 
Loy missed another penalty and Imrie gave Morton a lead on the stroke of half time. The worries 
increased until Mark Millar netted from the spot after Bachirou had tripped Sibbald in the box. 
It could have been much worse, as Morton substitute Archie Campbell hit a real scorcher, which 
McGovern did well to beat away, but Hamilton and Dundee had also dropped points, with draws 
to Dumbarton and Alloa respectively.

The rearranged game at Palmerston Park took place the following Saturday and the weather was 
reminiscent of that earlier trip to Dumfries. A late double from substitute Gavin Reilly ensured all 
three points for Queens and the result knocked Falkirk off the top of the table. Falkirk were poor, 
and it could have been a much heavier defeat. One miss, from Queens’ striker Bob McHugh, was a 
real shocker. It was a long and dreary road home as Falkirk fans realised that their dreams of a title 
were disappearing rapidly.

Such dreams were almost certainly over after a 2–1 defeat at the hands of Dumbarton. Loy’s early 
goal had given a flicker of hope, but the Sons were to strike twice in a crucial ten-minute spell in 
the second half. Mark Beck, a 6 ft 5 in. tall striker signed from Carlisle, made his debut in the match. 
Hamilton and Dundee had both recorded victories and Falkirk looked a sorry side at the finish. 

The loss of form saw a lower-than-usual crowd for the visit of Queen of the South, and several 
fans must have missed the Falkirk goal, scored by Mark Millar from the penalty spot in the last 
moments of the game. It was a very dubious decision, but Millar converted with confidence. 
Surprisingly, Dundee had been beaten 2–0 at Cowdenbeath and Falkirk were back in the title race. 



On the first day of March, Falkirk won 4–2 at Stark’s Park. They fought back from being 2–1 down 
after 28 minutes’ play. Only a brilliant point-blank save from a Baird effort by keeper McGovern 
prevented Raith from going in 3–1 ahead at the break. Falkirk looked a different side in that second 
period, scoring through McCracken, Loy and Millar. Millar’s 20-yard free kick eased any tension in 
the away stand, and the win was to prove vital given the results elsewhere.

Falkirk missed a great chance to go to the top of the League in an ill-tempered home match against 
Livingston. Phil Roberts was sent off for the second time in the season and Mark Millar missed 
a late penalty kick. Livingston had come to frustrate Falkirk, as their manager John McGlynn 
admitted, and the game erupted after Mensing brought Sibbald down in the box six minutes from 
time. A 20-man brawl ensued and Roberts was dismissed by referee Madden for an alleged head 
butt on Mensing. The Livingston player amazingly escaped with a yellow card, despite having 
grabbed Sibbald by the throat, and there was a long delay before Millar was able to take the kick. 
Keeper Jamieson went the wrong way, but saved the ball off his legs. 

The race for the title was very much a three-horse race and Falkirk went to New Douglas Park, 
knowing that a win would take them above Hamilton Accies. There were eight games to go and 
this game was a big one. Falkirk went down 3–1 in one of their worst performances and simple 
defensive errors cost them dearly. The disappointing reverse all but ended the title challenge from 
Gary Holt’s side and all the damage was done in a first half dominated, by the home side. Falkirk 
lacked the depth in their squad to bring on experienced substitutes and it really was a case of boys 
against men. In truth, neither side looked like Premiership material.

The flame was finally extinguished at Recreation Park, Alloa, when Falkirk went down 3–0 and 
both Hamilton and Dundee recorded victories at Greenock and Dumbarton, respectively. Phil 
Roberts was sent off – again – after a display of uncontrolled petulance which almost certainly 
signed his exit visa from Falkirk. Roberts was just back after a one-match suspension and his 
behaviour was inexcusable, rounded off with a kick at the ice-bucket on his way to the dressing-
room. Roberts was sent off with the scores level at 0–0 and the three killer goals came with the 
Bairns reduced to ten men. It didn’t take an Einstein to work out that Roberts wasn’t going to be the 
most popular guy in the away dressing-room after the match.

Falkirk’s amazing unpredictability was shown with a revival against Dumbarton and then at Dens 
Park against Dundee. The game against the Sons was played out in front of a poor crowd of only 
2,489 but the goals from McCracken and Loy ended the run of three games without a win. The 
narrow 1–0 win in Dundee revived interest for the remaining games, and it was a header by Mark 
Beck after 18 minutes that earned three vital points. Mark Millar missed another penalty kick, 
which would have eased the pressure considerably, but the side held on. Loy and McCracken were 
outstanding in a gritty performance.

With Hamilton and Dundee drawing 1–1 at New Douglas Park on the first Saturday in April, 
Falkirk seized the opportunity in some style with an impressive 5–0 home win over struggling 
Cowdenbeath. All clubs had played 32 games and Falkirk were four points behind the top two. 
Surely it was too late, but there was still hope in the hearts of the Falkirk diehards. They were 
relying on slip-ups by the sides above them, and Livingston held Hamilton to a 1–1 draw. Dundee 
cruised past Cowdenbeath, but Falkirk earned three points at a tricky venue when they beat Queen 
of the South 2–1 at Palmerston. Two goals in two minutes from Alston and Beck saw Falkirk home 
and this win was achieved despite missing Loy, Duffie, Chalmers and Grant.

The game against Raith ended in a 2–1 win for Falkirk and all three goals were scored in the 
opening 32 minutes – and all by Falkirk players, Vaulks being the unlucky player who scored an 
own goal. Dundee lost at Cappielow and suddenly it was getting very, very interesting at the top. 
Two games remained and only two points separated Hamilton at the top from Falkirk in third 
place.



After five wins on the trot, many expected Falkirk to see off relegated Morton at Cappielow, but 
they only managed a 1–1 draw. Conor McGrandles’ opener was cancelled out by a goal on the hour 
mark from Rowan Vine. Hamilton had lost 4–1 at Dumbarton, but Dundee saw off Alloa, winning 
3–0 at Recreation Park. 

The last regulation game of the season saw Falkirk beat Alloa 3–1 and the game ended with 
jubilation in both camps. As expected, Falkirk were in the promotion play-offs, but Alloa had 
amazingly escaped the relegation play-offs after news filtered through of a last-minute equaliser 
for Queen of the South at Central Park, Cowdenbeath. Alloa were safe and how they celebrated. 
News came in that Hamilton had won 10–2 against Morton and Dundee had won at home against 
Dumbarton. The Dens Park side were promoted and Falkirk faced Queen of the South over two 
legs in the play-offs.

It was a marathon route to promotion, but there was good news that Loy was maybe going to be 
ready for the second leg against the Doonhamers. Queens won the first leg 2–1 in Dumfries and Bob 
McHugh scored twice, one an absolute screamer in the last minute, to earn his side the win. Falkirk 
won the second leg 3–1, fighting back with goals from Loy, Sibbald and Alston, the last one in extra 
time, after McHugh had put Queens ahead. Falkirk looked dead on their feet at the end, and there 
was no doubt that the play-off route was a massive challenge for the teams in third and fourth 
place. Hamilton were resting up and news of the marathon match at the Falkirk Stadium must have 
given them added confidence.

Falkirk drew the first leg 1–1 against Hamilton at home, and many feared that the chances of a 
win at New Douglas Park were slim. Michael McGovern had been in outstanding form and saved 
two late efforts from Longridge and Antoine-Curier, which, had they gone in, could easily have 
rendered the trip to Hamilton meaningless. Beck’s goal ten minutes from time had cancelled out 
MacKinnon’s opening strike on the hour mark. There were countless chances for both sides and 
Gary Holt joked that the score could easily have been 7–7.

MICHAEL McGOVERN

Michael McGovern was the first-choice keeper for Northern Ireland 
in the Euro 2016 Championships and Falkirk fans shared a sense of 
pride that one of their best keepers in recent years had reached such 
a pinnacle in his career. Born in Enniskillen in Northern Ireland, he 
came over to Scotland as a young player with Celtic. Competition for 
places at Parkhead was fierce, and loan spells with Stranraer and St. 
Johnstone gave him valuable experience. After a spell at Tannadice, 
he moved to Dingwall in 2009 and was a member of a very successful 
Ross County side. He won a runners-up medal in the Scottish Cup 
Final of 2010 when County were beaten by his old club, Dundee 
United.  His next move took him to the other end of the country to 
join Queen of the South, where he was a member of the Doonhamers’ 
Challenge Cup winning side of 2011.

He arrived at Falkirk in 2011 and immediately showed his consistency, pulling off some amazing 
saves. He won his second Challenge Cup winner’s medal in 2012, when Falkirk beat Hamilton in 
a close match at Livingston. After Darren Dods retired, Michael was made captain and he led by 
example. He had already been capped by Northern Ireland in 2010, coming on against Chile, but it 
was only after he left Falkirk that he added to his tally of full caps.

He moved to Hamilton Accies and was again made captain of the side by manager Alex Neil. When 
the Accies boss moved to Carrow Road as manager, it was no surprise when he brought Michael to 
Norwich City. He added to his cap tally and now has 30 full caps at the time of writing.



MICHAEL  McGOVERN FALKIRK CAREER
League Games  108                                
Scottish Cup Games  7                          
League Cup Games  10                          
Challenge Cup Games  9                     

The curtain came down on season 2013–14 on Sunday, May 18th, and Hamilton won 1–0, with Hibs 
manager Terry Butcher an interested spectator in a crowd of over 4,000. Hamilton had only lost one 
game out of their previous fifteen and they saw off a brave challenge from Falkirk with a goal that 
was a personal disaster for David McCracken. He let a long ball from Longridge go through and 
tried to shepherd the ball out for a goalkick. Jason Scotland sneaked in behind him and cut the ball 
back from the bye-line for Andreu to stroke the ball home.

Falkirk hadn’t beaten Accies all season and they were a good side, which Hibs would 
underestimate at their peril. Falkirk’s young side had done well, but they ran out of steam at the 
end. The structure of the play-offs meant that the endangered top-flight team had the easiest task – 
win a two-legged tie to survive. Falkirk, as third-placed team in the Championship, had the hardest 
task and faced a programme of matches that ultimately took its toll. A fantastic away support 
roared those in navy blue on and yet again showed the potential that existed at the club. 

Manager Gary Holt said, ‘I’ve enjoyed this season. We’ll be back in the mix next season, no doubt 
about that.. When he said ‘we’, nobody could have predicted that the ‘we’ would not include him.

Holt left Falkirk to take up the assistant manager’s post at Carrow Road, where he had been a 
popular player.  The Bairns were looking for a new manager after Holt’s 14-month tenure and they 
were to turn to a familiar face – and a popular personality with the supporters.

STEPHEN KINGSLEY
Stephen was another product of the impressive Falkirk Academy, 
and Swansea had been tracking him for some time. At one time, it 
was thought he would move to Wales along with Jay Fulton, but 
he finished the 2013–14 season with Falkirk. He made his debut as 
a 16-year-old against Partick Thistle in April 2011 and gave very 
mature performances in defence and midfield. Despite his slight 
frame, he played some impressive games in the centre of defence. 
He won a Challenge Cup winner’s medal in 2012.

He was outstanding in 2013–14 and was included in the 
Championship Team of the Year. He finally moved to the Liberty 
Stadium on June 30th 2014 on a three-year contract. He gained 
valuable experience with loan spells at Yeovil and Crewe before 
making his Premier League debut in March 2016 against Arsenal.

He moved to Hull City in August 2017 

Stephen gained International recognition at Under-18, Under-19 and Under-21 levels for Scotland 
and gained a full Scotland cap against France in June 2016.

STEPHEN KINGSLEY FALKIRK CAREER
League Games              83 (9)     League  Goals  1          
League Cup Games       6        League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games      5         Scottish Cup Goals 0
Challenge Cup Games  5   Challenge Cup Goals 0



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship Dundee
Scottish League One Rangers
Scottish League Two Peterhead
Scottish Cup St. Johnstone
Scottish League Cup Aberdeen
Scottish League Challenge Cup Raith Rovers
F.A. Cup Arsenal
English Premiership Manchester City
English League Cup Manchester City

TRANSFERS IN
 
Scott Durojaiye (Norwich)
Phil Roberts (Arsenal)
Rory Loy (Carlisle)
David McCracken (St. Johnstone)
Rakish Bingham (Wigan) loan
Mark Millar (Dundee United)
Mark Beck (Carlisle) loan
Joe Chalmers (Celtic) loan
Iain Flannigan (free agent)

 

TRANSFERS OUT
 
Lyle Taylor (Sheffield United)
Darren Dods (Forfar)
Dale Fulton (Stirling Albion)
David Weatherston (Stirling Albion)
Sean Higgins (Stenhousemuir)
Iain Flannigan (Alloa)
Stewart Murdoch (Fleetwood)
Gregor Amos (Selkirk) loan
Ryan McGeever (Peterhead) loan
Rakish Bingham (Wigan) loan return
Kris Faulds (Stenhousemuir)
Craig Comrie (Stirling Albion)
Jay Fulton (Swansea)
Ryan McGeever (Arbroath) loan
Phil Roberts (freed)
Stephen Kingsley (Swansea) 



CHAPTER EIGHT – SEASON 2014–15 
ANOTHER SCOTTISH CUP FINAL

Scottish League Championship – 5 th
Scottish Cup Final lost – 2–1 to Inverness C.T.
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost 3–0 to Rangers (h)
Challenge Cup Quarter Final – lost 1–0 to Stranraer (a)
Top League Scorer Loy 9
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Sibbald 3
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 7–1 v East Stirling Challenge Cup 26/7/14
Heaviest Defeat 4–0 v Rangers (a) 8/11/14

Peter Houston was unveiled as the new manager on June 18th and he had only a matter of weeks 
before the first match- a closed-door friendly with Berwick Rangers at the Falkirk Stadium.

PETER HOUSTON

Peter Houston had been a popular player at the club during 
his two spells, and even had his own fan club, known as the 
Houstie Hardcore. He took up several positions at the club 
after his playing career ended, including commercial and 
coaching roles.

His early career saw him at Airdrie, followed by a spell in 
the Juniors with Livingston United, before he made the 
breakthrough with Albion Rovers.He was a key player at 
Cliftonhill from 1979 until 1983, when he moved to Brockville 
for a reported fee of £10,000. He was a hard-working player, 
who always gave 100% for the team, and he scored his fair 
share of goals

In 1986, he moved to Dumbarton for the same fee and stayed with the Sons until the 1988 close 
season. He made a surprise return to Falkirk, playing under Billy Lamont and Jim Jefferies. He was 
a useful member of the entertaining squad that won promotion, but missed out on the promotion 
run-in after a freak accident when he was showing some schoolchildren round the ground. It would 
have been a fitting end to his Bairns career and it was to prove his final playing chapter – or so 
we thought. He took up a role within the commercial department, assisting Jim Hendry, and he 
also coached the younger players. When East Stirling came calling, Peter dusted off his boots and 
played for the Firs Park club until 1993, before moving into coaching. One of his scariest moments 
with the Shire was when the team bus overturned on the Forth Road Bridge in a gale, and the 
players and officials had to walk along the parapet to safety.

He assisted Jim Jefferies at Hearts, and filled a similar post with Craig Levein at Leicester and 
Dundee United. He took over from Levein as manager at Tannadice and led the side to their 
Scottish Cup win in 2010. Blackpool sought his services at one time but, after leaving United, he 
acted as a scout for Celtic. His move back to Falkirk felt like a homecoming, and he won several 
awards for his achievements. He took Falkirk to the 2015 Cup Final and the club went close 
to winning promotion on two occasions after that. He left Falkirk on September 24th after an 
indifferent start to the 2017–18 season.  He had previous experience with the SFA and, in March 
2018, he was appointed assistant manager to Scot Gemmill’s Under-21 side. He also had a brief 
spell as assistant manager to Jonatan Johansson at Morton in 2018–19.



PETER HOUSTON FALKIRK PLAYING CAREER
League Games                 181 (32)            League Goals  38         
League Cup Games           6 (1)            League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games          9              Scottish Cup Goals 1
 Challenge Cup Games     1 Challenge Cup Goals 0

Luke Leahy scored twice in a closed-doors friendly against Berwick, in a 3–2 win for Falkirk, and 
three players made their debut for the club – Jamie McDonald, Alan Maybury and Tom Taiwo. 
Falkirk fielded two different teams in each half and there were some impressive performances. The 
pre-season build-up continued with a 3–2 defeat at Conference side Woking, played in a 26-degree 
heatwave. There were around 100 Bairns fans in a 700 crowd but there were few lessons to be 
learned. Falkirk had been training at Aldershot and looked tired towards the latter stages of the 
game.

The only home pre-season game was against Rotherham United and that ended in a 2–2 draw. With 
the game being streamed live on the internet for only £3, it was hardly surprising that only 876 
people turned up, paying their £10 admission money in the process. Those who did saw a fantastic 
opening strike from Ollie Durojaiye, who hit a 30-yard screamer that no keeper could have saved. 
Several younger players were impressive, as the manager made several substitutions and Shepherd 
and Biabi looked to be useful squad members.

Goals from Rory Loy and Scott Shepherd earned a 2–0 win over Stirling Albion in the final of the 
Stirlingshire Cup. Albion had three ex-Bairns in their starting line-up – Blair Munn, Dale Fulton and 
Craig Comrie – but after an indifferent start, Falkirk were rarely troubled.

Falkirk swept aside East Stirling in the first round of the Petrofac Cup North-East Section with a 
comprehensive 7–1 win at Ochilview. It was only in the second half that Falkirk moved up through 
the gears and overwhelmed their local rivals. The Shire had played well in the first half, and the last 
three Falkirk goals were scored in the final nine minutes of the game. The 7–1 scoreline was a bit 
harsh on the hosts, but the win was a big boost to Falkirk’s confidence ahead of a League Cup tie at 
Links Park.

Falkirk progressed with a 3–1 win over the Gable Endies in a match that produced little in the 
way of highlights. Falkirk didn’t look comfortable at any stage of the match, played on a hard, dry 
plastic pitch. The emergence of a navy-blue smoke bomb was a worrying sight and regrettably one 
that was to surface again over the following few years. Referee Beaton held the game up for three 
minutes while the smoke cleared and allowed keeper Jamie Macdonald to returned to his area.

The League action started on Saturday, August 9th at Central Park, Cowdenbeath and Falkirk fans 
knew this would be a tough season. The second tier of Scottish football contained Rangers, Hibs 
and Hearts, so there were would be some interesting clashes. All three ‘big teams’ were keen to 
return to the top flight as quickly as possible, but they couldn’t all be successful.

The opening League encounter ended all square and the 2–2 draw was watched by a crowd of 
1,074. The Blue Brazil led 2–1 until Botti Biabi equalised in the 77th minute. Manager Houston was 
critical of his side’s poor defending. Falkirk hadn’t won an opening League match since 2007, when 
Gretna were beaten 4–0 at Fir Park, and Central Park hadn’t been a favourite venue over the recent 
seasons.

Friday-night football saw the cameras at the Falkirk Stadium as Rangers tried to shake off a 
stuttering start to their campaign. They had lost at home to Hearts and looked less than convincing 
in a 2–1 extra-time defeat of ten+-men Hibs in the Petrofac Cup. 



Friday August 15th 2014 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 RANGERS 2
 Vaulks (o.g.), Clark
Attendance: 6,927 Referee: C. Murray

It was a familiar story, and one that older fans had seen 
so often in previous encounters with the Old Firm – 
unlucky Falkirk. There were twelve minutes left to play 
and Falkirk keeper MacDonald hadn’t been involved, 
apart from one real save. Lewis Macleod hit a weak shot 
from 20 yards and the ball took a wicked deflection off 
WILL VAULKS to leave the Bairns keeper stranded. When 
NICKY CLARK chested home a net-bound effort from 
Law with six minutes left to play, it gave the scoreline a 
sense of injustice. Ally McCoist was a relieved manager, 
but the travelling Rangers support knew that this was 
not the Rangers of old. Falkirk had been all over Rangers in the second half, and only a virtuoso 
performance from keeper Cammy Bell had kept them in the match. 

Rangers fans were growing frustrated by their side’s long-ball approach, and the high balls were 
easily contained by McCracken and Co. Bell brought off great saves to deny Cooper from a free 
kick, and then McCracken, whose header looked an absolute certain goal. Rangers were being 
out-fought and out-thought by an impressive Falkirk team, and some of the Rangers team were 
severely criticised by their own support for a succession of misplaced passes, poor clearances and 
lacklustre attempts on goal. Falkirk had been the better side for 78 minutes and even the most 
fervent of Rangers supporters would have conceded that point. To lose 2–0 was hard to take, and 
this had been no backs-to-the-wall performance. The expensively assembled Rangers side had been 
there for the taking and Falkirk were really, really unlucky. ‘If Rangers are one of the big teams in 
this League, then we are not far away,’ said Peter Houston afterwards. He was right.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Maybury, Vaulks, McCracken, Dick, Durojaiye (s. Biabi), Taiwo, Alston, 
Cooper (s. Sibbald), McGrandles, Loy.

Subs. Grant, Bowman, Leahy, Shepherd, McGeever.

RANGERS: Bell, McGregor, Zallukas, Mohnsi, Wallace, Templeton (s. Aird), McCulloch, Law, 
Macleod, Miller (s. Clark), Boyd.

Subs. Simonsen, Smith, Faure, Hutton, Shiels.

Falkirk progressed to the next round of the Petrofac Cup after a 2–1 win at East End Park over 
old rivals Dunfermline. Two goals from Tom Taiwo were enough to secure progress. Falkirk faced 
another of the ‘big teams’ the following Saturday and 734 Falkirk fans made their presence felt at 
Easter Road. Farid El Alagui was on the Hibs side that came into the game after losing 2–1 in the 
Edinburgh Derby.

Rory Loy’s 13th-minute goal was enough to secure all three points and keeper Jamie MacDonald 
defied Hibs time and time again, as he had done so often in previous encounters when he had 
played for Hearts. Loy’s goal was a swiftly-improvised back-heeler after being played in by 
McGrandles. Loy was in superb form as the spearhead of the Falkirk attack and earned great praise 
from his manager, who described his performance as ‘sensational’. Hibs boss Alan Stubbs estimated 
that his side had created 18 chances, a comment that drew wry smiles from the assembled press 
pack, who could see that their old failings were still there – plenty of possession, chances created 
– but no end product and an absence of determination. Hibs were booed off the park, while the 
Falkirk supporters felt that their £22 admission price had been well worth it.



CONOR McGRANDLES

There were reports that Conor McGrandles was a transfer target 
for several English clubs, including Derby, Norwich and Aston 
Villa. He missed a midweek League Cup tie against Cowdenbeath 
and completed a medical at Carrow Road. The deal was reported 
to be worth £1 million with subsequent add-ons, and would make 
McGrandles the first home-grown million-pound player. Conor had 
been born in Falkirk in September 1995. He had made his Falkirk 
debut aged 17 and despite his frail frame was a tenacious tackler.

Financially, the deal was better than that for Stephen Kingsley and 
Murray Wallace and the initial fee was said to be ‘significant. He had 
been a Falkirk player since the age of 12, and joined fellow Academy 
graduates Kingsley and Jay Fulton in seeking fame and fortune in 
English football.

He moved to Norwich in August 2014 but competition for places was fierce. He returned to Falkirk 
on loan in January 2016 but suffered a double leg fracture in a game against Morton. He returned to 
Norwich for recovery and in May 2017 he moved to MK Dons on a two-year deal. He suffered more 
injury misery with a facial fracture, but recovered well. He was voted MK Dons Young Player of the 
Year in 2018–19.

CONOR McGRANDLES FALKIRK CAREER
League Games              68 (6)           League  Goals  7          
League Cup Games       3 (1)       League Cup Goals 0
Scottish Cup Games      5              Scottish Cup Goals 0
Challenge Cup Games  5       Challenge Cup Goals 1

The home League Cup tie against Cowdenbeath was a dire affair and ended with Falkirk winning 
4–3 on penalties, after extra time. Jamie MacDonald made three saves, before Craig Sibbald scored 
the decisive kick. Falkirk should have won the tie in extra time, but hit a penalty high and wide 
after he had been fouled by Nat Wedderburn.

Falkirk were simply blown away after a stunning first-half display by an impressive Hearts 
side at Tynecastle, and could easily have gone in five goals down. Peter Houston was the first to 
acknowledge that the Edinburgh side were the strongest team they had faced all season. Hearts 
were rampant, and despite losing Buaben to a straight red card for a challenge on Durojayie, 
coasted to a 4–1 win that left them top of the table and unbeaten after four league games. Had it not 
been for a great display against his former team by Bairns keeper Jamie MacDonald, the score could 
have been seriously embarrassing for Falkirk.

Falkirk signed Welsh Internationalist Owain Tudor-Jones who had been released by Hibs, and it 
was hoped that the player could rekindle his career after an injury-plagued spell. Joe Shaughnessy 
was signed on loan from Aberdeen and David Smith, who had been released by Hearts on deadline 
day, also joined Falkirk. 

The long trek to Wigtownshire ended with a defeat at the hands of Stranraer in the Petrofac 
Cup and Falkirk looked well off the pace. They were wasteful, over-elaborate and lethargic, and 
found Stranraer keeper David Mitchell in great form. Manager Houston described the first-half 
performance as ‘unacceptable’ and few would have disagreed with that assessment. Some cynical 
Bairns fans thought that the swings and roundabout in the adjacent public playground would have 
provided more entertainment. 



It took an own goal from Chris Higgins,who deflected a Sibbald free kick past his own keeper seven 
minutes before time, to enable Falkirk to earn a 1-1 draw with Queen of the South, who had led 
through a Gavin Reilly strike in the 70th minute. Falkirk really struggled and the League table was 
already suggesting that any thoughts of promotion or even a play-off place were fanciful. The mood 
was similar for the visit of Dumbarton, and the part-time side earned a point in a 1–1 draw. Falkirk 
looked on course to register a much-needed win with a Sibbald goal after only five minutes, but the 
old familiar pattern emerged. Despite countless chances, they failed to kill off their opponents and 
Chris Kane scored from close range as many home fans had already headed for the exits. 

The Falkirk Stadium seemed to be packed with Rangers supporters for the League Cup tie and the 
home fans were very much in the minority. Falkirk gave as good as they got in the opening period 
and were lifted by Rory Loy’s fourth-minute goal. Any hopes of an upset lasted a mere 110 seconds, 
when the luckless Tudor-Jones sliced the ball past a helpless Macdonald. Goals from Shiels and 
Black sealed the Ibrox side’s place in the quarter-final draw and Falkirk fans knew that their luck 
was out after referee Muir ignored a strong penalty claim when Loy’s shot seemed to be stopped by 
Mohnsi’s outstretched arm.

There was little to cheer in a dire goal-less draw at Stark’s Park, although Tudor-Jones might have 
secured all three points when his header was tipped over by keeper Laidlaw in the dying minutes 
of a forgettable game. Falkirk were struggling to see off teams they should have been able to beat 
and they were a long way off the pace being set by runaway leaders Hearts.

Both Falkirk and Alloa were desperate for a win and the two sides fought out a closely contested 
game before Luke Leahy scored his first goal of the season with a real screamer from 25 yards 
out. Falkirk had ground out a result, and the fans and manager knew it. The team were far from 
convincing and they faced an always hazardous trip to Dumfries next.

Falkirk were woeful and the fans who made the trip were asking serious questions about their 
team’s future. Skipper David McCracken admitted, ‘We won’t get anywhere near the goals we’ve 
set with performances like that.’ Mark Kerr scored the third goal for the Doonhamers as many had 
seen enough. Peter Houston apologised to those supporters who had travelled to the match and 
described the Falkirk performance as ‘dreadful’ and ‘unacceptable’. It was an awful showing from 
those in Falkirk colours and matched the weather in Dumfries – dull, drab, dismal and dreich.

They say that the best way to get a bad game out of your system is to play another one as soon as 
possible afterwards. Falkirk had a chance to do just that with a home game against bottom dogs 
Livingston the following Tuesday night.

It was another poor performance and the goal-less draw did little to boost morale. Livingston had 
an outstanding keeper in Darren Jamieson and he pulled off a series of incredible saves to deny 
Falkirk. One in particular – a double save from Alex Cooper and the follow-up from David Smith 
– drew applause from both sets of fans. The failure to convert draws into wins was proving costly 
and next up was a struggling Cowdenbeath side.

Saturday October 25th 2014  At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 6  COWDENBEATH 0
Loy, Smith, Cooper, Grant, McCracken, Vaulks
Attendance: 3,446  Referee: S. McLean 

Talk about Expect the Unexpected? Falkirk finally lived up to their pre-season billing as a team to 
watch with a six-goal demolition of the Blue Brazil and six different players were on the score-
sheet. The difference from previous dull, boring draws was clear and the performance was badly 
needed. Ironically, it was the visiting team who nearly opened the scoring and Sean Higgins 
dragged a shot inches wide in the first couple of minutes. After that, it was nearly all one-way 
traffic and Falkirk cruised to a 4–0 half-time lead. David Smith was a key player and led from the 



front. A crucial factor, greatly appreciated by the home fans, was the determination to win the 
ball back at every opportunity, and Cowdenbeath had no answer to the pressing game. RORY 
LOY opened the scoring after four minutes when he back-heeled a low Smith cross from the right. 
DAVID SMITH himself scored the second in 19 minutes from a free kick, his first for the club. Killer 
blows were landed by ALEX COOPER in 35 minutes from a Sibbald pass and PETER GRANT three 
minutes later with a volley from a corner kick. Any notion that Falkirk might take their foot off 
the accelerator in the remaining 45 minutes were quickly dispelled with a DAVID MCCRACKEN 
header from a Smith corner seven minutes into the second half. WILL VAULKS made it 6–0 in 
stoppage time, having earlier been denied when Cowdenbeath’s keeper Robbie Thomson saved a 
great 25-yard volley. It was a much-needed win and a huge help to the goal difference. 

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Shaughnessy, Leahy, Grant, 
McCracken, Alston (s. Biabi), Sibbald, Vaulks, Cooper (s. 
Taiwo), Smith (s. Shepherd)

Subs. Maybury, Blair, McGeever, Bowman.

COWDENBEATH: Thomson, I. Campbell (s. Brett), O’Brien 
(s. Sutherland), Robertson, Higgins, C. Gallagher, Kane (s. 
Milne), Oyenuga, K. Miller, Fraser, Brownlie.

Subs. Wedderburn, Flynn, Hughes, C. Marshall.

Rangers were far too strong for Falkirk, despite a fairly good showing in the first half at a rain-
soaked Ibrox. Peter Houston felt his side had ‘folded’ and lacked the power and tenacity to give 
Rangers a real challenge. There was little of the determination seen in the previous game and 
Falkirk were not physically strong enough to face the Rangers challenge. They seemed to collapse 
after the second Rangers goal – a header from Lewis MacLeod – and the later goals from Kenny 
Miller and Nicky Clark were almost inevitable. It was a miserable afternoon for Falkirk and the 
performance on the park matched the terrible weather conditions. Rangers cruised to their eighth 
consecutive win, and it really was easy.

League leaders Hearts came to the Falkirk Stadium and looked on course to inflict another heavy 
defeat on the Bairns. Most of the opening 35 minutes were played in front of the home penalty 
box and there was no out ball available. They led 2–0 at the break with goals from McHattie 
and Hassnaoui, and more seemed inevitable. Credit to Falkirk for improving their attitude and 
attacking intent after the interval, and Hearts needed that early lead as the home side came back 
into the game and really pushed the table-toppers all the way. Playing two up front proved a much 
better option and Hearts knew they were in a game. Falkirk showed the fighting qualities that had 
been so conspicuous by their absence at Ibrox, and deserved their 70th-minute goal when Biabi 
rolled McKay and hit the ball across Alexander into the net. There could have been a real shock for 
Hearts when Shaughnessy should have scored from close range in the final two minutes. No points, 
but there were grounds for hope. Peter Houston was probably right when he said Falkirk deserved 
something from the match. There were never 21 points between the teams on that showing.

Falkirk won 3–2 at Recreation Park, but were left clinging on at the end as Barry Smith’s side fought 
back from a seemingly hopeless position when Falkirk looked on course to register another big win. 
The Bairns had led 3–1 with ten minutes left to play. Playing two up front certainly made for a more 
entertaining game and Biabi and Loy looked a good partnership. There was almost a late disaster 
when a penalty claim against McCracken was brushed aside by referee Anderson.

The following Saturday saw the team set off on another Scottish Cup adventure, and few would 
have expected much progress from a side sitting in mid-table in the second tier of Scottish Football. 
Their opponents were Cowdenbeath, who had been hammered 6–0 just a few weeks previously. 



Saturday November 29th 2014 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 COWDENBEATH 0
Sibbald
Attendance: 1,237 Referee: S. Finnie

This was Cowdenbeath’s third visit to Falkirk in four months 
and familiarity seemed to affect the attendance. Only 1,237 came 
out see the tie on a bitterly cold day and 58 supporters came over 
from Fife. It was never a classic and the win was all that mattered, 
setting up a home tie against the winners of Annan and Brechin 
City. There was to be no repeat of the earlier 6–0 demolition and, 
until CRAIG SIBBALD scored in the 72nd minute, there were 
a few nervous moments in the home support. Jimmy Nicholl’s 
side defended in depth, and were content to try to hit on the 
break.  Marshall was the most influential of the Blue Brazil side 
and Oyenuga looked dangerous up front. He should really have 
opened the scoring in 22 minutes, but blasted wildly over from the 
edge of the six-yard box.

Falkirk improved in the second half, but there were some scary moments when Higgins and 
Oyenuga had good chances to cause an upset. Sibbald’s goal came when an effort by Loy deflected 
off Wedderburn and the midfielder drilled a low shot past keeper Thomson. Falkirk wasted several 
chances to add to their tally, notably a shocking miss by Smith in front of an open goal after good 
work by Sibbald and Loy. It was an instantly forgettable game, but the result was all that really 
mattered. Another cup run was starting off.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, Leahy, Vaulks, P. Grant, Alston, Taiwo, Sibbald (s. Durojaiye), 
Cooper (s. Smith), Biabi (s. Shepherd), Loy

Subs. T. Grant, Maybury, McGeever, Bowman.

COWDENBEATH: Thomson, O’Brien, Wedderburn, Milne, Brownlie (s. Johnston), Oyenuga, Miller, 
Marshall (s. Scullion), Fraser, Hughes, S. Higgins.

Subs. Campbell, Jurisic, Callaghan, Sneddon, A. Higgins.

December opened with an excellent 1–0 win over an improving Hibs side that seemed to have 
recovered after their poor start to the season. They had won six consecutive away games. It 
was bitterly cold afternoon, but the crowd of just under 5,000 saw a scrappy  game with David 
McCracken’s last-minute winner sealing all three points. The game had 0–0 written all over it, 
according to Hibs boss Alan Stubbs, who bemoaned his team’s lack of work rate and energy. Both 
sides missed a hatful of chances and, as the game wore on, there was an obvious sense of panic that 
one slip could prove disastrous. One minute into stoppage time, David McCracken hit a swerving 
volley from the edge of the area to leave keeper Oxley helpless and send the home support into 
raptures of delight. The 1,453 supporters in green and white were not impressed by their favourites 
and were very critical of their manager. The win gave Falkirk hopes of joining Hearts, Rangers and 
Hibs in the play-off places in what must easily have been the strongest Championship line-up ever.

Falkirk’s good run continued with a narrow 1–0 win at Almondvale on a dreadful afternoon of 
sleet, wind and rain. There were two pitch inspections before referee Cook gave the go-ahead. Blair 
Alston scored the winner after a pass from Tom Taiwo and Falkirk should have rattled in more 
goals but Will Vaulks and David McCracken both saw their efforts rebound off the post with keeper 
Jamieson beaten. Falkirk were now in the race for the fourth play-off place and the players headed 
off for their Christmas party in good humour.



BBC Alba televised the Dumbarton game live and the kick-off time of 5.30 pm five days before 
Christmas ensured a woeful attendance of merely 663. Several Bairns supporters had decided to 
give the game a miss as a protest against the arrangements. Falkirk were in good form and clocked 
up their fifth win in a row in a convincing 3–0 success. Falkirk were impressive and clinical in their 
finishing, but it is doubtful if the TV audience was a massive one.

The same TV station filmed the last game of the old year when Raith Rovers were the visitors, but 
Falkirk missed the chance to draw level with Queen of the South in fourth place. Ryan Conroy’s 
79th-minute winner took all three points back to Kirkcaldy and Falkirk paid a hefty price for 
missing several good chances. The Bairns were the better team in the opening half, but Rovers 
looked increasingly dangerous after the break. 2014 ended with the club sitting in fifth place, three 
points behind Queens in the play-off race. 

Neighbours Alloa were the First Foots on January 3rd and it was a poor game. Many, including the 
Falkirk manager, felt that Falkirk had played better against Raith, and lost. There is no doubting 
that Falkirk had ‘won ugly’ and there was little to enthuse over. Falkirk were even booed by their 
own fans for instances of blatant time-wasting as they tried to hold on to the points. Alloa deserved 
something from the game and the highlight for many was the re-introduction of Mark Kerr to the 
Falkirk line-up. He came on as a second-half replacement for Botti Biabi and looked just like his old 
self – dominating in midfield and giving an energetic performance.

Peter Houston had secured the signatures of Aaron Muirhead, Taylor Morgan and John Baird as he 
strengthened the squad for the vital months ahead. There was a real challenge ahead with a visit to 
Easter Road to face a Hibs side who were three points ahead of Falkirk. With Queen of the South’s 
game at Stark’s Park being called off due to the weather, it was a chance to close the gap. The game 
was an absolute cracker on a day of snow showers in the capital city.

Saturday January 10th 2015 At Easter Road
HIBS 3 FALKIRK 3
Cummings 3  (Baird, Craig (o.g.), Grant) 
Attendance: 9,498 Referee: W. Collum

Jason Cummings had been reprieved by the three-man SFA 
disciplinary panel after his misdemeanour in the Hearts 
derby match, and went on to score a first half hat-trick. 
Falkirk were 3–1 down at the break and even the staunchest 
Bairns fan could not have predicted the outcome of this 
enthralling match played amidst snow showers in the 
capital. Cummings’ first hat-trick was impressive and Hibs 
looked in total control. They were known to be susceptible 
to set pieces, and yet again this was to prove their undoing. 
JOHN BAIRD had kept Falkirk in the game with an 18th-
minute header that, left Oxley stranded.

Falkirk’s revival started when ex-Bairn LIAM CRAIG sliced a Grant effort past his own goalie 
to bring Falkirk right back into the game. Grant’s shot came from a Sibbald corner and the away 
support suddenly had belief.  Hibs were visibly panicking and, when PETER GRANT was first to 
react to a Mark Kerr free kick, the game was suddenly there for the taking. Falkirk had chances 
from a Sibbald shot which was heading for the top right-hand corner and a 30-yard  free kick 
by Alston, both saved brilliantly by Oxley. Both teams had chances to take all three points in an 
engrossing entertaining game. Both managers felt they could have taken all three points, but 
Falkirk’s fight-back was impressive.  

HIBS: Oxley, Booth, Hanlon, Fontaine, Robertson, Craig, Stevenson, McGeouch, Allan (s. Handing), 
Boyle (s. Dja Djedje)



Subs. Stanton, Heffernan, Perntreou, Martin, Sinclair.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, McCracken, Vaulks , Leahy, Alston, Grant, Kerr (s. Taiwo), Loy, 
Baird (s. Morgan).

Subs. Smith, Dick, Maybury, Cooper, Bowman.

Next up was a home clash against Queen of the South in the battle of the play-off hopefuls. It was 
a hugely frustrating afternoon as Falkirk failed to see off Queens for the third time. Lady Luck 
seemed to smile on those in navy blue – with two penalties, three great chances for John Baird and 
a red card for Queens’ defender Mark Durnan. Despite only one defeat in 8 games, it felt like this 
was a case of two points dropped, such was the dominance that Falkirk exerted. It was a case of an 
Old Boys’ reunion with Kerr and Baird lining up against their recent colleagues, while Mark Millar 
was in the away line-up. Loy’s penalty gave Falkirk a 16th-minute lead, but Iain Russell equalised 
from the edge of the box following a corner. Loy hit the bar with a second penalty after Durnan had 
been sent off for handling on the line. 

Saturday January 24th 2015 At Tynecastle
HEARTS 2 FALKIRK 3 
Zeefuik , Keatings Baird (pen), Loy, Sibbald
Attendance: 16,206 Referee: D. Robertson

Many Falkirk fans feared a hammering from 
the League leaders when GENERO ZEEFUIK 
scored on his home debut after only 90 seconds’ 
play. Hearts were the only senior side in Britain 
with an unbeaten record and few could have 
predicted that Falkirk could have ended it. 

The Bairns had a chance to get back on level 
terms, but Grant blasted wildly over the bar 
from a Sibbald free kick. Falkirk were recovering 
after that poor start and keeper Alexander 

did well to tip a Loy effort on to the crossbar. Falkirk were winning lots of possession and JOHN 
BAIRD scored from the penalty spot just after the half-hour mark after Jordan McGhee had felled 
Rory Loy on the edge of the 18-yard box. 

Falkirk took the lead in 53 minutes when RORY LOY hit a curling effort into the top corner of 
Alexander’s net from the edge of the box. Hearts were stung into action and the Tynecastle faithful 
demanded a penalty when Grant seemed to bring Sow down in the box.  The home side had good 
chances, notably through Nicholson and Wilson, but they were denied time and time again by their 
former keeper Jamie MacDonald. The tension mounted and Hearts seemed the more likely to score. 
Substitute JAMES KEATINGS scored after Bauben fed Zeefuik who laid the ball off for the scorer.

As Hearts went in search of a winner, Falkirk broke in numbers and CRAIG SIBBALD scored an 
impressive winner, After Alston had robbed Gomis, the young Bairns midfielder started weaving 
his way through a shell-shocked home defence to seal an impressive win.  It was a memorable 
game and Falkirk were worthy winners, playing some excellent football in the process. Hearts had 
gone 20 games without defeat and were finally undone by a very good side. Every one of the team 
played their part, but the outstanding performance was that of Craig Sibbald.

HEARTS: Alexander, Paterson, McGhee, Wilson, Eckersley, Walker, Buaben, Gomis (s. Holt), 
Nicholson, Sow (s. Keatings), Zeefuik.

Subs. Hamilton, Pallardo, Oliver, Carrick, McKay.



FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, Vaulks, Grant, Leahy, Sibbald, Taiwo (s. Smith), Kerr, Alston, Loy (s. 
Biabi), Baird (s. Dick).

Subs. Maybury, Cooper, Morgan, Bowman.

January ended with a disappointing 3–3 home draw against Dumbarton and the dropped points 
did little to aid the play-off challenge, especially as Queen of the South rattled in five unanswered 
goals at Central Park. Falkirk were well below their best and the players and manager knew they 
had missed a great opportunity. February started with a Scottish Cup tie against Brechin City – and 
the Angus side were to prove no pushovers.

Saturday February 7th 2015 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 BRECHIN CITY 1
McCracken, Smith Trouten
Attencance: 2,083 Referee: J. McKendrick 

Peter Houston had left little to chance and had Brechin City 
watched on five separate occasions before the match. Ray 
McKinnon’s side gave a good account of themselves and gave 
Falkirk a few frights before the 90 minutes were up. Some 
would argue that Brechin maybe deserved a replay at Glebe 
Park and they certainly dominated for periods of the game. 
They were on a good run of form and were unbeaten in 14 
games.

Yet again, Falkirk ground out a result and found themselves 
in the Scottish Cup quarter-finals. The first goal came after 12 
minutes when DAVID McCRACKEN headed home from close 
range after Leahy headed a high ball back across goal from an 
Alston corner kick.  The lead could have been increased on the half-hour mark when Morgan was 
through one on one with keeper Smith, but his effort trundled just wide of the far post. 

Brechin should have been on level terms just after the break, but Barr blasted over from only five 
yards out from a great Ferguson cross. In 55 minutes, the visitors were level and few could have 
denied them their goal. McLauchlan was tripped in the box by Peter Grant and ALAN TROUTEN 
made no mistake from the spot kick. Falkirk suddenly realised they were in danger of an upset and 
started to up the pace. There were only eleven minutes left for play when DAVID SMITH grabbed 
the winner after impressive work from Loy. He skipped past two Brechin defenders before forcing 
keeper Smith into making a good save. The ball wasn’t cleared and David Smith prodded home 
despite the best efforts of defender Hamilton to clear his lines.

Not the most impressive of performances, but Falkirk were now only one game away from 
Hampden Park. Who would have believed it?

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, McCracken, Vaulks, Taiwo, Alston (s. Smith), Sibbald, Grant, Leahy, 
Loy, Morgan (s. Biabi).

Subs. Dick, Maybury, Cooper, Blair, Bowman.

BRECHIN CITY: Smith, McLean, Hamilton, McCormack, McLauchlan, Fusco, Trouten, Molloy (s. 
Storie), Jackson, Ferguson (s. Thomson), Barr (s. McNeil).

Subs. Jackson, Tapping, O’Neil.



A 2–2 draw at Stark’s Park was a result that was hard to take and Tom Taiwo had one of his best 
games in Falkirk colours. David McCracken’s screamer in the third minute of stoppage time looked 
to have been enough to take all three points, but there was to be a sting in the tail. Falkirk were 
on the receiving end this time round and the Kirkcaldy side earned a draw with a goal in the last 
seconds of the game. Falkirk were just 15 seconds away from a win in a game where they had 
played some of their best football since the Tynecastle game. Callachan’s goal for Raith earned his 
side a draw but the Falkirk players felt it was more like a defeat. 

Falkirk beat Livingston 2–0, to keep in touch with rivals Queen of the South and there was clear 
daylight between the top five and the rest of the pack. Hearts had won 2–1 in Dumfries and the race 
was well and truly on for that fourth place. The game against Livingston was a classic Jekyll and 
Hyde performance, with an excellent first 45 minutes followed by a simply dreadful second period.

John Baird extended his short-term deal until the end of the season and had proved a useful 
addition to the squad after arriving from Queen of the South. A home game against Rangers was 
next on the agenda and the Ibrox side were sitting in third place, albeit with games in hand over 
second-place Hibs.

A big crowd of 7,492 turned out for the Friday-night match and Falkirk played really well on a 
wet and windy night. In truth, they deserved a win against a Rangers side that lacked conviction. 
Rory Loy scored the equaliser with a header against his old club, a mere 120 seconds after Darren 
McGregor had given the visitors the lead in 20 minutes. Falkirk looked a better footballing side in 
the first half but got caught up in a heavyweight slugging match after the break. There were still 
chances for a home win and maybe Baird and Loy should have done better. Loy was outstanding in 
attack and could easily have gone down under Robinson’s challenge, preferring instead to keep on 
his feet and try to score. Rangers were a pale shadow of their great sides of the past and the away 
fans made their displeasure known in no uncertain terms.

Friday March 6th 2015 At Palmerston Park
QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 0 FALKIRK 1
 Sibbald
Attendance: 2,833 Referee: K. Clancy

The storm-force wind spoiled the televised game and the game was a poor one for those who 
made the effort to attend, rather than watch from the comfort of their armchairs or the pub. Kerr 
and Baird were both cup-tied and Falkirk started with the wind at their backs. It must have been 
a border-line decision from referee Clancy to give the game the go-ahead and at times good play 
was almost impossible. Falkirk took the lead with a header from CRAIG SIBBALD after 34 minutes, 
following a cross from the left by Leahy. It was a sharp header but McShane clearly lost his man in 
the conditions. 

There wasn’t much good football being played and the 
two sides were fairly evenly matched as their league 
positions would have suggested. Queens failed to utilise 
the wind advantage after the break and, try as they might, 
they just couldn’t find a way past a resolute Falkirk 
defence. They tended to be over-elaborate in their build-
up, and McCracken and company dealt with any threats 
that came their way. There was one big scare however, 
when MacDonald did well to save from Russell at point-
blank range. Loy and Leahy were taken off with what 
looked like serious injuries and the latter was out cold for 
some time after an accidental collision with team-mate 
Grant. 



Falkirk were heading for Hampden Park, on a revenge mission against Hibs. 

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH: Clark, Dowie, Durnan (s.Mitchell), Higgins, Holt, McShane, Burns (s. 
Carmichael), Kidd, Paton, Reilly (s. A. Smith), Russell.

Subs. Atkinson, McKenna, Mitchell, Hooper, Pickard.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, Leahy, (s. Muirhead), P. Grant, McCracken, Vaulks, Sibbald, Alston 
(s. Dick), Taiwo, D. Smith, Loy (s. Morgan).

Subs. Cooper, Maybury, Biabi, Bowman.

Falkirk were pushed all the way at Recreation Park by managerless Alloa and it took two late 
strikes from Baird and Cooper to see off a determined home side. Hearts sealed their Championship 
win with a very comfortable 3–0 win at the Falkirk Stadium and the Edinburgh side looked every 
inch a top-flight side. Manager Peter Houston admitted as much after the game and said, ‘We were 
up against a very good Hearts side, with dangerous players in good positions.’ Falkirk looked a 
pale shadow of the side that had caused such an upset in the reverse fixture at Tynecastle.

Cowdenbeath failed to score for the sixth successive home game and a paltry crowd of 565 saw 
a wretched game on a terrible playing surface. Falkirk won 1–0 on the Tuesday night, when John 
Baird headed past Robbie Thomson. The only other good news came with the announcement of 
Raith’s 3–0 win over Queen of the South, which meant that the race for the final play-off space was 
still very much alive. On the following Saturday, both of the chasing teams lost. Nobody really 
expected Queens to win at Tynecastle, but Falkirk’s 1–0 loss at Dumbarton was unexpected. On a 
day of bitterly cold gale force winds, there was little to enthuse over, and Falkirk should have taken 
their chances. One miss by Baird was a real shocker, a close-range header that was easily saved by 
keeper Danny Rodgers.

Falkirk faced Cowdenbeath for the second Tuesday night in succession, in another tight game with 
a very positive result. David McCracken’s header just before half time was enough to secure all 
three points and take Falkirk into fourth place. Jimmy Nicholl’s side were impressive for spells but 
this defeat did nothing to ease their relegation worries. Falkirk were not at their best and manager 
Houston admitted as much. The team was struggling with injuries and Rory Loy and Kieran Duffie 
were badly missed.

Will Vaulks scored the winner against Raith Rovers in the 62nd minute of a good contest, and he 
was in outstanding form.  Queens had won 1–0 at Easter Road and the race for the play-offs was 
going to be a keen contest. Raith were now out of contention. Bottom club Livingston were the next 
League opponents, and a win was essential to keep the pressure on Queens, who had a game in 
hand. Expect the Unexpected?

Unusually, the night of the game at Almondvale was dry and mild and the Bairns support in the 
crowd expected an easy win against Mark Burchill’s side, despite the fact that they had just won 
the Petrofac Cup. Two goals from Danny Mullen secured a rare home win for the Lions – their first 
since September. Falkirk looked lethargic and lacking in energy or desire, and they wasted some 
great chances. Falkirk finished strongly, but the home side held on for three vital points, which gave 
them hope of catching relegation rivals Alloa. Their time-wasting tactics, however, were deplorable 
and referee Anderson duly punished the main culprits.

Sunday, April 12th was the day when the play-off aspirations were finally killed off after Queens 
recorded a 1–0 win at Palmerston Park. Lyle’s 22nd-minute goal was enough to secure a vital 
win and give the Dumfries side a four-point gap with a game in hand. Falkirk had played really 
well and didn’t deserve to leave empty-handed. The second half was all one-way traffic towards 
Clark’s goal and the Bairns badly lacked a cutting edge in the final third. Next up was a semi-final 



appearance against Hibs and Falkirk were 11–4 with the bookies, and Hibs were clear favourites at 
5–6 on. Craig Sibbald was 16–1 to score the first goal. David Oliver was in prophetic mood in the 
Falkirk Herald’s special supplement. Tasked with listing five reasons why Falkirk could win, he 
wrote, ‘Craig Sibbald. Well, that’s about it. The teenager has lifted his game up a notch this season 
and has the capabilities to be the Bairns’ match winner – especially as they’re needing one with 
Rory Loy looking increasingly doubtful.’

Saturday April 18th 2015 At Hampden Park
HIBS 0 FALKIRK 1
 Sibbald
Attendance: 21,227 Referee: J. Beaton

Hibs boss Alan Stubbs was a very sore loser in this 
game and claimed that his side deserved to be in the 
Final – not Falkirk. This had been a familiar response 
from the Hibs boss after three losses and a draw in the 
League encounters between the clubs and Bairns boss 
Peter Houston had a short reply,  ‘Deal with it’’ Most 
of the Falkirk threats came from long crosses into the 
Hibs box.They had a strong penalty claim brushed 
aside when Biabi went down under a challenge from 
Paul Hanlon and they more than played their part in 
an entertaining game. Admittedly, Hibs had chances 
galore and ex-Bairn Farid El Alagui was unlucky not to 
score on several occasions. Scott Allan hit the crossbar 

with MacDonald beaten and Fyvie was only denied by a fingertip save by the Falkirk keeper. 

This was no backs-to-the-wall story, though, and Falkirk played some good football. Vaulks wasn’t 
too far away with a trademark long-distance volley and with the half-time introduction of Botti 
Biabi for David Smith they looked much more threatening. As the game moved into the final 15 
minutes, Falkirk struck. Alston’s cross was glanced into the bottom corner of the net by CRAIG 
SIBBALD to send the Bairns support wild. It was to be a long 15 minutes, but courage, resolve, 
determination and pride in the jersey won out. 

Falkirk were resolute in defence and were ably led and inspired by captain David McCracken. 
They rode their luck, they put their bodies on the line and they fought like tigers. Falkirk wanted it 
more than Hibs and every man gave his all for the cause. That final quarter of an hour was one of  
heroic defence, determined tackling and a refusal to buckle under enormous pressure. It was a day 
to remember and the Bairns support roared their side home. It was to be Inverness in the final and 
another meeting with Bairns legend Yogi Hughes.

HIBS: Oxley, Forster, Hanlon, Fontaine, McGeouch, Allan, Robertson (s. Dja Djedje), Fyvie, 
Stevenson, El Alagui, Cummings (s. Malonga).

Subs. Craig, Stanton, Handling, Dunsmore, Cerny.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, McCracken, Grant, Leahy, Taiwo, Vaulks, Sibbald, Smith (s. Biabi), 
Morgan (s. Muirhead), Alston.

Subs. Dick, Cooper, Blair, O’Hara, Bowman.

The games were coming thick and fast and there were some big issues still to be settled. Queen of 
the South were to entertain Dumbarton at Palmerston, while Falkirk faced play-off-chasing Rangers 
at Ibrox. Queens were five points better off going into the penultimate round of fixtures. Surely 
Falkirk couldn’t pull off one of the biggest surprises with a win in Govan?



Saturday April 25th 2015                        At Ibrox Stadium
RANGERS 2                                            FALKIRK 2 
Vuckic, Law                                          Baird, Taiwo
Attendance: 35,566  Referee: E. Anderson                            

A league game at Ibrox on the Saturday after an exhausting semi-final was quite a challenge, but 
amazingly Falkirk were 2–0 up with only seven minutes left to play. With the play-off issues all but 
settled, Falkirk played with freedom and looked relaxed as they took on the stumbling Rangers 
side. Referee Euan Anderson held the key to the outcome of this game, and Nicky Law’s equaliser 
was recorded by most scribes at 90+6 minutes. It was harsh on a battling Bairns side that had taken 
the lead through JOHN BAIRD, who converted Craig Sibbald’s corner through a forest of legs in 
the six-yard box. Baird had been a perpetual menace to the Rangers defence and, when he beat 
McCulloch on the half-way line, he played TOM TAIWO in to score and send the away support 
into a frenzy of joy and disbelief. Taiwo missed a good chance to make it three before Rangers were 
stung into retaliation. They had chances through 
Walsh, who struck a post, and then McGregor, who 
forced a great save from MacDonald. Falkirk fans 
feared an inevitable goal and, with seven minutes 
left to play, HARIS VUCKIC headed in a Law 
corner. The game went on and on, despite the frantic 
whistles from the Falkirk fans and the watches being 
checked on the Falkirk bench. Inevitably, Rangers 
scored in the 96th minute through NICKY LAW 
to break Bairns’ hearts and keep Rangers’ hopes 
of a second-place finish alive. It was cruel luck on 
Falkirk and Baird didn’t deserve to be on the losing 
side. He had been listed on the team-sheet as John 
Brown but, after this game, the home support knew his name. It was a shame that he, along with 
Mark Kerr, was cup-tied and would miss the Final against Inverness. Baird had played 15 minutes 
for Queen of the South against Brora Rangers and so was ruled out of an appearance in Scotland’s 
showpiece. One sad aspect of the game was the Rangers supporters booing their own player Lee 
McCulloch, after Baird had beaten him to the ball again and again.

RANGERS: Bell, Wallace, McCulloch, McGregor, Zaliukas (s. Crawford), Hardie (s. Clark), 
Murdoch, Walsh, Vuckic, Miller (s. Shiels).

Subs. Robinson, Mohnsi, Hutton, Gallagher.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Muirhead, McCracken, Grant, Leahy, Vaulks, Kerr, Alston, Taiwo, Sibbald 
(s. Dick), Baird (s. Biabi).

Subs. Cooper, Smith, Maybury, Morgan, Bowman.

Queens’ win over Dumbarton had clinched the fourth play-off place for the Doonhamers and 
Falkirk were left with a Cup Final to bring an impressive season to an end.

Craig Sibbald picked up almost everything in the annual Falkirk F.C. Gala Awards evening at the 
Inchyra Grange. He won the Player of the Year, Young Player of the Year, Supporters’ Player of 
the Year and even Goal of the Season for his January goal at Tynecastle. Kevin O’Hara was voted 
Under-20s Player of the Year. 

On a bitterly cold May afternoon, Hibs secured an element of revenge for their cup exit when they 
won 3–0 at the Falkirk Stadium. Alan Stubbs’ side clinched the runners-up place an amazing 21 
points behind their city rivals who had coasted to the title. There was no doubt about the winners 
in the last League game and Falkirk were grateful that there were no red cards or major injuries to 



influence the selection for the Hampden game. It was the first time that Hibs had beaten Falkirk all 
season and it was a tame way to surrender a great record. Hibs were the hungrier side and Falkirk 
had little to play for.

The League season ended with Falkirk in fifth place – ten points ahead of Raith Rovers – and they 
had been an entertaining side, producing some outstanding performances along the way.  All eyes 
turned to Mount Florida for the Cup Final on May 30th. 

Saturday May 30th 2015 At Hampden Park
INVERNESS C.T. 2 FALKIRK 1
Watkins, Vincent Grant
Attendance: 37,149 Referee: W. Collum

Of all the Cup Final defeats, this one was the hardest to 
take. The ultimate prize was there for the taking. Playing 
against ten men, Falkirk threw everything forward and John 
Hughes’ side were on the ropes, like some punch-drunk 
heavyweight fearing the next and final punch. Falkirk were 
all over Inverness and a second goal seemed just a matter of 
time. Then three mistakes shattered the dreams and hopes of 
the Bairns players, staff and supporters.

Falkirk didn’t start well, and looked like a side short of 
match sharpness. The Falkirk supporters out-shouted their 
Highland counterparts, many sensing that this really could 

be their year to lift the oldest trophy in the football world. There was not a lot of difference between 
the sides, with a couple of efforts bringing the crowd to their feet. Watkins missed a good chance 
from a right-wing cross before Vaulks fired in a typical long-range effort. The same player tried his 
luck again and the shot rippled the outside of the net with keeper Esson struggling.

Inverness took the lead in 38 minutes, when Doran played MARLEY WATKINS in and he calmly 
rounded MacDonald to fire into an unguarded net. Falkirk were visibly shaken and seemed 
vulnerable. Loy looked anything but fit and the Bairns lacked any real threat, apart from long-range 
efforts from Alston and Loy. Only a timely tackle from Grant prevented Watkins adding a second 
and manager Houston was relieved to get his side into the dressing-room only one goal in arrears 
and make some much-needed changes in personnel and formation.

Falkirk dominated the second period and wave after wave of white-shirted attacks bore down on 
Esson’s goal. There was a huge penalty shout when Draper seemed to handle, but referee Collum 
was badly positioned and his assistants remained unmoved. It was almost all one-way traffic and 
Inverness were reduced to ten men when referee Collum sent Carl Demarco off for hauling Alston 
back after he had broken clear of the defender.

Surely this was it – and Falkirk drew level when 
Biabi won a softish free kick on the left. Alston 
crossed to the back post and PETER GRANT fired 
home a great header, which sent half of Hampden 
Park wild. Falkirk were pushing forward in search 
of the killer goal, when disaster struck. Inverness 
were desperate and hoofed the ball forward. 
Skipper David McCracken slipped as he attempted 
a header. Mistake One. Watkins broke free and 
headed for goal from the half-way line. MacDonald 
seemed slow to react to a tame shot. Mistake Two. 
He had been a hero on so many occasions, this was 



an easy save. He could have gathered, he could have conceded a corner. Instead, he palmed the ball 
out as far as JAMES VINCENT, who could not believe his luck and slotted home. Mistake Three.
It was a hammer blow and Bairns’ hearts were broken. The game was played out with the 
Highlanders in full voice and Inverness lifted the trophy. It was much, much more of a let-down 
than any other appearance in the finals. This game was there to be won and Inverness boss John 
Hughes admitted that his side didn’t have much left in the tank in the closing stages. It was 
Inverness’s first trophy in their 21-year history, and rounded off a great season when they finished 
in third place and qualified for the Europa League in the process. Falkirk were gallant losers and 
few neutrals would have guessed that there was a League between the two teams. Inverness knew 
that they had been in a game, and it was a great shame that these three mistakes led to the second 
goal four minutes before the final whistle. Kilmarnock in 1997. Rangers in 2009. And now Inverness 
in 2015. There is absolutely no doubt that this one was the hardest to bear.

INVERNESS C.T.: Esson, Shinnie, Devine, Meekings, Tremarco, Tansey, Draper, Watkins (s. Ross), 
Doran (s. Williams), Christie (s. Vincent), Ofere.

Subs. Horner, Polworth, Kink, Mackay.

FALKIRK: MacDonald, Duffie, McCracken, Grant, Leahy, Alston, Vaulks, Taiwo, Sibbald, Smith (s. 
Biabi), Loy (s. Morgan).

Subs. Muirhead, Dick, Cooper, Blair, Bowman.



  
Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship Hearts
Scottish League One Morton
Scottish League Two Albion Rovers
Scottish Cup Inverness C.T.
Scottish League Cup Celtic
Scottish League Challenge Cup Livingston
F.A. Cup Arsenal
English Premiership Chelsea
English League Cup Chelsea

TRANSFERS IN
 
Alan Maybury (Hibs)
Peter Grant (Norwich)
Alex Cooper (Ross County)
Tom Taiwo (Hibs)
Kevin O’Hara (Academy)
Rory Boulding (Dundee United)
Joe Shaughnessy (Aberdeen) loan
David Smith (Hearts)
Owain Tudor-Jones (Hibs)
Mark Kerr (Q.O.S.)
Aaron Muirhead (Partick Thistle) 
Taylor Morgan (Ostersunds) 
John Baird (Q.O.S.)

TRANSFERS OUT
 
Ryan McGeever (Arbroath) loan
Liam Rowan (Arbroath) loan
Thomas Grant (Arbroath) loan
Olly Durojaiye (Brechin) loan
Michael McGovern (Hamilton)
Stephen Kingsley (Swansea)
Johnny Flynn (Cliftonville)
Mark Beck (Carlisle) loan return
Mark Millar (Peterhead)
Conor McGrandles (Norwich)
Rory Boulding (Livingston)
Joe Shaughnessy (Aberdeen) loan return
Scott Shepherd (Stirling) loan
Owain Tudor-Jones (retired) 



CHAPTER NINE – SEASON 2015–16
RUNNERS-UP AND A PLAY-OFF FINAL

Scottish League Championship – 2nd. Play-Off Finals – Runners-Up
Scottish Cup Round 4 – lost 1–3 to Dundee (a) 26/01/16
Scottish League Cup Round 3 – lost 0–7 to Ross County (a) 22/09/15
Challenge Cup Round 2 – lost 3–5 to Peterhead (h)  18/08/15
Top League Scorer Baird 17
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Miller 3 
Hat-tricks Baird v Dumbarton (a), Miller v Fraserburgh (h)
Biggest Win 5–0 v East Stirling (h) 31/7/15 LC, Alloa (h) 14/11/15
Heaviest Defeat 0–7 Ross County (a) LC 22/09/15

Falkirk chose to have the major part of their pre-season preparation in Ireland and, before the 
players returned from their summer break, there had been even more departures. Robbie McNab, 
Liam Rowan and Michael Martin had left the club and Connor Hogg and Gregor Amos joined 
them, having not had their contracts renewed. After assessment of fitness levels and preliminary 
training, a closed-door game against Queens Park resulted in a 5–0 win for Falkirk. Falkirk 
were considering making a bid for Motherwell’s Bob McHugh and were having a close look at 
Southampton keeper Chris Johns. There were reports that both Fulham and Swansea were tracking 
Botti Biabi. who had attracted attention in the Cup Final.

In Ireland, Falkirk beat Athlone 4–0 in a night match on the Tuesday and followed this up with a 
5–2 win over Drogheda on the Saturday afternoon. Against Athlone, the Bairns had fielded two 
different teams in each half and Bob McHugh scored twice. Danny Rogers had been signed on loan 
from Aberdeen and looked a useful acquisition. McHugh scored twice in the Drogheda game and 
the travelling Bairns support were keen for the club to secure his signature. He looked much more 
impressive than Paul Heffernan who was not to feature again.

Two further friendlies saw visits from Hamilton Accies and Partick Thistle. The former match 
raised funds for the Craig Gowans Trust and Hamilton gave Falkirk a much harder game than 
those experienced on their Irish Tour. Manager Peter Houston saw the game as ‘a wee reality 
check’ and was disappointed at the goals that were lost. Bob McHugh was duly signed and his 
partnership with John Baird was one of the highlights of a mediocre match against Thistle. Falkirk 
more than matched their Premier League opponents and the side was starting to take shape. New 
signing Paul Watson was introduced to the crowd at half time and he made his debut when the real 
action got under way with a Petrofac Cup tie at the Falkirk Stadium against Gary Naysmith’s East 
Fife side.

Falkirk won 3–1 but the Methil side gave them a real contest for most of the 90 minutes. It took 
two late, late goals from McHugh and Baird to see off the challenge and Falkirk didn’t look at all 
convincing, despite having got off to a dream start with a Peter Grant goal after only two minutes’ 
play. Owing to a Tom Jones concert being staged at the Falkirk Stadium, Falkirk faced the Shire 
at Broadwood in a League Cup tie and ran out 5–0 winners. Falkirk were never really troubled 
and looked to have the basis for a team that could challenge for honours, despite the presence of 
Rangers and Hibs in the Championship.

The opening League fixture ended in a 1–1 draw at Cappielow, and Paul Watson scored his first 
goal for the club after 19 minutes’ play. John Baird missed two great chances to take all three 
points, but his manager refused to blame him, claiming that a draw wasn’t a disaster. Morton fans 
had been celebrating the unfurling of the League One championship flag and were very close to 
continuing their partying when Orr broke away but fired a weak effort straight at Danny Rogers.



Mark Kerr’s goal ten minutes from time saw off Raith Rovers and moved Falkirk up into third 
place in the table. The veteran midfielder was in impressive form and scored a rare goal – a beauty 
from all of 30 yards, which gave keeper Cuthbert no chance. John Baird broke his nose in a first-half 
clash. 

Interest in the Petrofac Cup was short-lived and Peterhead rattled in five goals to shock Falkirk,all 
of them scored by Rory McAllister. Those who thought there were no talents in the lower leagues 
were left to eat their words, after the big forward took a shaky home defence apart with a virtuoso 
display of finishing. Falkirk were 2–0 up after goals from Smith and Watson, and McHugh had 
even missed a penalty kick before the Blue Toon struck. The visitors led 3–2 at the break and Falkirk 
fans were less than pleased with their side as they trooped off. Keeper Graham Bowman had had a 
game to forget and he was badly at fault for McAllister’s fourth goal, a strike from all of 35 yards. 
By the time McAllister scored his fifth goal from a penalty, there were few Falkirk fans left in the 
stadium. There had been five changes to the team that beat Raith, but that in itself was no excuse 
for a defensive performance that Peter Houston rightly described as a ‘shambles’.

Goals from Leahy and Vaulks earned three points in a win against pointless Livingston at 
Almondvale, and Leahy’s goal was worth the admission money on its own. Having taken seven 
points out of nine, Falkirk were better off than at the corresponding stage in the previous season. 
Next up was a League Cup tie at Firhill.

Friday August 28th 2015 At Firhill
PARTICK THISTLE 0 FALKIRK 1
 Grant
Attendance: 2,211 Referee: C. Thomson

Even Jags manager Alan Archibald conceded that Falkirk deserved 
their victory after a battling performance in which John Baird was 
outstanding as a lone front man. The entire team gave their all on a 
night to remember and there was no way you could have said that 
there was a League between the two sides. Falkirk worked their 
socks off and were never in any real danger of losing. The winning 
goal came in 32 minutes when PETER GRANT fired home after 
Cerny punched out a Baird cutback from an Alston corner kick.

Grant and Watson mopped up all the high balls that Thistle 
launched forward and the defence stood up well to the physical 
presence of Pogba. There were chances to add to the tally when 
Taiwo blasted over the bar from close range. Thistle were booed 
off and they remained winless. Manager Houston was in buoyant 
mood and looked forward to the season ahead.

PARTICK THISTLE: Cerny, Miller, Seaborne, Henry, Booth, Osman, Amoo (s. Pogba), Lawless, 
Fraser (s. McDaid), Stevenson (s.Wilson), Doolan.

Subs. Scully, Frans, Lindsay, Leyden.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Vaulks, Watson, Grant, Leahy, Taiwo, Kerr, Sibbald, Alston, Baird, Smith (s. 
Muirhead)

Subs. McCracken, Miller, Shepherd, Blair, Cooper, Bowman.

After a 2–1 home win over Dumbarton, Falkirk found themselves in top position, if only until the 
weekend, when Rangers played. BBC Alba covered the Friday match and Falkirk made it three 



wins in six days. There were press reports that Falkirk were looking at an ex-PSG striker, John-
Christophe Ayina, who had also played for Spanish sides Racing Santander and Getafe. He was 
expected to feature in a development game, but nothing transpired on the transfer front. 

There was an impressive fight back against St. Mirren when the team came back from being 2–0 
down, although Saints boss was left speechless by referee John Beaton’s decision not to send Peter 
Grant off for a foul on McMullan after 18 minutes’ play. To many neutrals, it looked a strange 
decision and the Saints boss was still upset in the post-match press conference. The introduction 
of Lee Miller for Blair Alston at half time proved to be a turning point and John Baird, who scored 
twice, agreed with the impact of the change. Falkirk were on a good run, but it was early days in 
the race for the play-off places.

A 1–1 draw at Recreation Park was a shock, and it was a mistake by keeper Danny Rogers that gave 
Alloa a point, despite being down to ten men after the dismissal of Jason Marr, who had fouled Lee 
Miller in the box. Falkirk missed a hatful of chances before Alloa’s late, late equaliser and manager 
Peter Houston admitted that the side hadn’t played well. That was bad, but worse was to follow.
The League cup tie at Dingwall was a night to forget.

Ross County took Falkirk apart in a 7–-0 rout and the damage was done by Liam Boyce who hit a 
hat-trick in the first half, to end the game as a contest. When Rafa De Vita made it 4–0 one minute 
after the restart, many Falkirk fans feared that their travels had been a trip wasted. After the game, 
the Falkirk manager apologised to the fans who had made the long journey. He admitted to being 
‘absolutely embarrassed’ and conceded that the supporters were right to give the team some stick. 
County looked as if they could score at will and could even afford the luxury of removing Boyce 
just after the hour mark. They were in a different class from Falkirk and were slicker, quicker and 
hungrier. Nobody in the Bairns side emerged with any credit from the game. 

It was Friday-night football again on September 25th, when Falkirk entertained Queen of the South, 
and a goal-less draw was about right. It was just like watching a chess match, with pre-planned 
moves cancelling out any initiative shown by the opponents and proved frustrating to those 
watching in the stands or at home on TV. Not a great advert for Championship Football.

Falkirk were stuttering, and they faced a trip to Ibrox to face leaders Rangers.

Saturday October 3rd 2015 At Ibrox
RANGERS 3 FALKIRK 1
Shiels, Tavernier, Wallace Vaulks
Attendance: 45,135 Referee: J. McKendrick 

Over the years, Falkirk fans have come away from Govan bemoaning 
their luck, and taking issue with some weird refereeing decisions. 
This game took that to another level. Peter Houston was incandescent 
with rage and his outburst was to earn him a touchline ban. The 
assembled press pack were unanimous in their verdict on referee 
John McKendrick’s decision-making skills. Both sides were less than 
impressed. Rangers took a lead in only two minutes through DEAN 
SHIELS after a neat interchange of passes and Rangers looked confident 
and assured. Credit to Falkirk for fighting back. Their equaliser came 
in 17 minutes with a trademark volley from WILL VAULKS, who 
thumped home a Peter Grant knock-down following a Craig Sibbald 
corner. The celebratory somersaults would not have been out of place 
in a gymnastics event. Rangers huffed and puffed and they just couldn’t find a way past a resolute 
Falkirk midfield and defence. Rangers’ frustrations grew and manager Warburton certainly let the 
whistler know of his displeasure as the teams made their way up the tunnel at the break.



The turning point came in 81 minutes when referee McKendrick blew for a foul against Tom Taiwo, 
who had clearly won the ball fairly and squarely in a challenge with Nicky Law. Only the official 
saw anything wrong with the challenge, and replays clearly showed that Taiwo had won the ball 
cleanly before any contact with Law. JAMES TAVERNIER curled the ball round the defensive 
wall and past a despairing Rogers. It was a case where VAR would have alerted the referee to a 
glaring error. It was a game that ended 3–1 after LEE WALLACE fired home a rebound from a shot 
by Nicky Law in the final minute. The score was never a fair reflection of the game and Rangers 
manager Warburton said that there had been ‘several contentious decisions’ from the referee. 

Peter Houston went much further and felt that the referee had cost Falkirk the match. Those in the 
white shirts certainly deserved at least a draw, and it was hard to take. Tavernier admitted after the 
match that ‘Falkirk are probably the hardest-working team we have played against. They made it 
really hard for us.’ They surely did and over 45,000 fans knew it.

RANGERS: Foderingham, Tavernier, Kieman, Wilson, Wallace, Shiels (s. Ball), Halliday, Holt (s. 
Law), Oduwa (s. Miller), Waghorn, McKay.

Subs. Clark, Kelly, Hardie, Thompson.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Grant, Leahy, Vaulks, Alston, Taiwo (s. Smith), Kerr (s. 
Miller), Sibbald, Baird.

Subs. McHugh, Cooper, Blair, Watson, Bowman.

It took a late winner from substitute Lee Miller to break down a stubborn Morton side and earn 
three points in a closely contested encounter. Jim Duffy’s side were set up to frustrate and they 
certainly did that. Falkirk looked a bit lethargic in the second half and there was a great deal of 
relief when the popular striker finished well from a Sibbald set-up. 

There was to be no repeat of the high-scoring encounters between the teams when Hibs came 
calling on Tuesday October 20th. Yet again there was a controversial penalty, this time awarded by 
referee Alan Muir, which decided the game. Jason Cummings scored in the 38th minute, after John 
McGinn seemed to run into Blair Alston, and even the Hibs players seemed to be amazed by the 
decision to award a penalty kick. It was a really good game and gave good value to a healthy crowd 
of 5,429, who had preferred live Championship action to televised Champions League matches. 
Only that crazy decision by Alan Muir spoiled the game and few would have argued that the two 
sides were well matched and a draw would have been a just outcome. Falkirk were now in fourth 
place – four points behind second top Hibs. After only 10 League games, Rangers looked to be 
unstoppable at the top of the League with a maximum 30 points from their ten games.

There was no slip-up this time at Dumbarton, and a John Baird hat-trick helped earn a 5–0 win, 
which took Falkirk above Raith on goal difference. Rovers dropped points to Livingston the 
following Saturday, while Falkirk recorded an impressive 3–0 home win over St. Mirren to keep 
in touch with Hibs. The Hibees had become the first team to beat leaders Rangers with a 2–1 win 
at Easter Road. Falkirk were now on course for a play-off place and faced rivals Raith Rovers in 
Kirkcaldy. It promised to be a real cup-tie atmosphere.

Falkirk won 2–1 and Raith boss Ray McKinnon felt Falkirk were lucky to take all three points. As 
expected, there was little in the way of finesse and the game was a real battle of wills. Falkirk were 
ready to win the encounter, which was full of passion, commitment, and also errors. While Falkirk 
learned from theirs, Raith didn’t. John Baird played through the pain barrier after neck and back 
spasms had forced him to miss days of training and was a constant menace throughout the game. 

Baird continued his rich vein of form in the match against Alloa and netted another hat-trick. He 
had been voted Player of the Month for October and, by the interval of the Alloa game, having 



scored three goals, looked to be on course to repeat the feat. The 5–0 win helped close the gap to 
Hibs to a single point and also boosted the goal difference. 

There was a good report with an all-time club record profit of £1,258,505 being announced. 
Improvements were to be made at the Falkirk Stadium and the money owed for the artificial pitch 
was to be repaid early. It was a much healthier financial position, due to player sales and the run to 
the Cup Final.

The always-dangerous trip to Dumfries ended in a creditable 2–2 draw. Falkirk thought they had 
taken all three points with a Lee Miller goal after 83 minutes, but Iain Russell equalised within 60 
seconds to earn a share of the points. A draw was about right, and both sides had chances to seal a 
win. Next up was the Scottish Cup tie against Highland League Fraserburgh and the Aberdeenshire 
side’s fans arrived in the ground in a variety of fancy-dress outfits, including one very impressive 
Beetlejuice lookalike. 

There was a real scare when Marc Lawrence equalised for the Broch to cancel out Lee Miller’s 
opening goal, and it took a real effort to avoid a hazardous trip up to the North-East for a replay. 
Lee Miller added two goals to his tally and Will Vaulks added another to give the final scoreline a 
flattering look for Bairns supporters. 16-year-old Tony Gallacher made his first-team debut when he 
came on for Luke Leahy with five minutes left to play. The game was not as easy as it sounded, and 
Fraserburgh gave a good account of themselves.They were by no means merely content to play a 
defensive backs-to-the-wall game, and their players – and fans – contributed a lot to the game.

The fierce overnight storm winds had caused damage to the roof of the main stand, and the 
results were clearly visible as fans rolled up for the game against Livingston. The weather forecast 
suggested that the game was at risk and the postponement was almost inevitable. There was a real 
challenge ahead with games against promotion rivals Hibs and Rangers.

Saturday December 12th 2015 At Easter Road
HIBS 1 FALKIRK 1
Boyle Miller
Attendance: 9,459 Referee: K. Clancy

Falkirk had been Hibs’ bogey team for some time, and this 
meeting was all set to provide another encounter of the close 
kind. Hibs had been out of action for three weeks and started 
slowly. There was plenty of end-to-end action with both sides 
having chances to open the scoring. The turning point of the 
game might be seen as the 42nd minute, when referee Kevin 
Clancy sent off John McGinn of Hibs for a challenge on Mark 
Kerr. Initially, the judgment seemed a bit harsh, but manager 
Peter Houston changed his mind when he saw the stud marks 
on Kerr’s shin at the break. Falkirk dominated possession during 
the second half, but the manager was critical of the lack of speed 
in moving the ball forward. Cummings was booked for trying 
to win a penalty. Keeper Oxley spilled an Alston effort and 
LEE MILLER pounced  to drill home with only eight minutes 
left to play. Falkirk looked to be heading for another win when 
substitute MARTIN BOYLE scored from a matter of feet out to 
earn his side a draw. The news that Morton had earned a 2–2 
draw at Ibrox confirmed that the promotion race was far from a 
formality for the so-called Big Two.

HIBS: Oxley, McGregor, Hanlon (s. Anier), Fontaine, Stevenson, Gray, Fyvie, McGinn, Keatings (s. 
Boyle), Malonga (s.Henderson), Cummings.



Subs. Stanton, Forster, Reguero, Sinclair.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, Grant, McCracken, Leahy, Alston, Kerr, Vaulks, Sibbald (s. Smith), 
O’Hara (s. Miller), Baird (s.Watson).

Subs. Sinnamon, Cooper, Shepherd, Tokarczyk.

It was the start of the pantomime season and many felt the annual cocktail of slapstick, comedy, 
disasters, heroes and villains had arrived at the Falkirk Stadium when Falkirk faced Rangers in a 
vital encounter.

Saturday December 19th 2015 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 2 RANGERS 1
Baird (pen), Vaulks McKay
Attendance: 7,488 Referee: W. Collum

Referee Willie Collum grabbed all the headlines for another display 
that left both sets of fans bemused at some of his decisions. There were 
two penalties and most at the game felt that neither was justified. 

Falkirk took the lead after only three minutes through a JOHN BAIRD 
penalty awarded for a collision between Wilson and Vaulks, which 
seemed to happen outside the box. It certainly was a baffling decision 
and replays confirmed the error. Rangers fought hard to get back into 
the game and in 16 minutes they equalised through BARRIE McKAY, 
who converted a cross from Nathan Oduwa with some relish. 

Falkirk looked impressive on the counter-attack and should have taken the lead when John Baird 
got in the way of a net-bound effort from Kevin O’Hara. He was offside and if he had left the ball 
alone, the score would have stood. Rangers had been rattled and looked vulnerable after their 
recent run of unimpressive results.

The second half started in similar fashion and WILL VAULKS restored Falkirk’s lead in 55 minutes 
with a low drive into the net. Kevin O’Hara was a real handful to the Rangers defence and 
Foderingham tipped one of his efforts on to the post. It wasn’t all one-way traffic, and Rangers had 
chances through Law, who hit the bar from the edge of the 18-yard box. Rogers was in inspired 
form and brought off some amazing saves to deny Miller and Halliday. It set up a great finish and 
all Falkirk fans – and a few Rangers ones as well – were astounded when the controversial whistler 
pointed to the spot after he claimed Alston had handled. Justice was done when the Falkirk keeper 
dived to his left to tip Waghorn’s effort on to the post. 

Falkirk were now very much in what was now a three-horse race for the top spot. They were six 
points behind, but Rangers and Hibs were to meet in a few days’ time. 

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, Grant, McCracken, Leahy, Alston, Vaulks, Kerr, Sibbald, O’Hara (s. 
Miller), Baird (s. Shepherd).

Subs. Smith, Blair, Gallacher, Watson, Tokarczyk.

RANGERS: Foderingham, Tavernier, Kiernan, D. Wilson (s. Clark), Wallace, Oduwa (s. Miller), 
Halliday, Holt, McKay, Shiels (s. Law), Waghorn.

Subs. Ball, Aird, Kelly, Thompson.



The old year ended with two more home wins, to leave Falkirk fans optimistic about their team’s 
chances of promotion. Dumbarton were beaten 1–0 thanks to a Blair Alston goal after 36 minutes 
and Luke Leahy clocked up his 100th game for the club. The influx of experienced players was 
paying off and the addition of Miller, Kerr and Baird certainly improved the squad. The Dumbarton 
game was a real grinder and the weather was awful. Lee Miller scored both goals in the Tuesday 
night game against Livingston which marked the end of fixtures for 2015 and the club was now in 
second place on goal difference. Miller looked sharp and took his two second-half goals well on a 
night when a howling gale made good football almost impossible. It must have been extra-pleasing 
for the popular Bairns striker to score twice against the club that had chosen not to offer him a 
contract after a period on trial earlier in the season. 

2015 ended with the club in good spirits and having proved that they were more than capable 
of holding their own against Rangers and Hibs, who were clear favourites for promotion places 
before a ball was kicked. The manager had done well in the transfer market, and his side had kept 
well under the radar with all the media attention being trained on events at Easter Road and Ibrox. 
Falkirk were there on merit and the team spirit and will to win was commendable. Falkirk had 
only lost two league games from twenty played and their defensive record was impressive, only 
conceding 15 goals.

The New Year opened with a trip over the Forth to face Alloa. At times it was like trying to play 
football on a tennis court, as Alloa had narrowed their pitch. It meant that wide players were 
redundant and the game was anything but a classic. Hibs had beaten Raith in an early kick-off and 
Falkirk knew what was required to regain second spot. They did the job and gained all three points 
thanks to a goal from John Baird after 15 minutes. Falkirk’s run was now extended to eleven games 
and they were hanging on in there, splitting the two pre-season favourites. Jack Ross had built a 
determined side and Alloa showed that their lowly league position was not a fair reflection of their 
ability. 

Rangers were the real winners as their two nearest rivals fought out a 1–1 draw at the Falkirk 
Stadium on Sunday, January 17th in front of the TV cameras. An army of Bairns staff and volunteers 
had cleared the ground of snow to allow the game to go ahead. It was a relatively dull first half, 
and all the excitement came in the second period. Falkirk came out with all guns blazing after the 
interval and took the lead through Blair Alston, who beat Fontaine to drill the ball past keeper 
Oxley. Hibs were rocked, but fought their way back into the game and equalised through Jason 
Cummings. Rogers had failed to hold McGregor’s shot and Cummings made no mistake from close 
range. The Bairns keeper made amends late in the game with a great save to deny Cummings a 
winner after he had been put through by Henderson. Although Hibs finished strongly, a draw was 
probably a fair result. Conor McGrandles came on for Lee Miller after a loan deal had been agreed 
with Norwich City.

Two points were dropped in a frustrating 1–1 draw at Almondvale and Falkirk had several chances 
to earn a win. Sibbald opened the scoring just before half time but Liam Buchanan equalised as 
Livingston fought tooth and nail to break away from the danger zone. Falkirk were easily the better 
footballing side, but Livingston frustrated them and dragged them down to their level. The ball was 
in the air far too often and it was not pretty to watch. Watson, Alston and O’Hara all had chances 
to score, but Falkirk just couldn’t get that elusive second goal. It was definitely a case of two points 
dropped. Falkirk were still in the race, but only just.

Interest in the Scottish Cup ended with a 3–1 defeat at Dens Park to Paul Hartley’s side, although 
Falkirk looked the better side for the opening 60 minutes. They were punished on the counter-
attack and Dundee were clinical in their approach. Falkirk were anything but disgraced, and 
showed that they certainly play at this level with sufficient resources. Dundee had been forced 
to relay part of their pitch after the adverse weather had caused the cancellation of League and 
Cup games and had been in the news for their manager’s severe criticism of the BBC Sportscene 
programme in general and pundit Pat Nevin in particular. 



Ryan Blair moved to Swansea for an undisclosed fee and joined a long list of Academy graduates 
to move south in search of football development. He became the fourth ex-Bairn to move to the 
Liberty Stadium, joining Jay Fulton, Stephen Kingsley and Botti Biabi at the club.

It was a case of déjà vu at Ibrox as a late, late winner broke Falkirk resistance and the winning goal 
came in stoppage time from substitute Billy King, the on-loan Hearts striker. Falkirk deserved more 
from the game and passed better, as well as enjoying better goal chances. It was the old familiar 
story of visits to Ibrox with manager Mark Warburton admitting afterwards that his side had 
‘won ugly’, were ‘a bit sloppy’ and ‘were not at their best’. He paid tribute to Falkirk’s coaching, 
organization and counter-attacking prowess. Falkirk certainly contributed to the game and 
Foderingham was the busier of the two keepers. In Will Vaulks, Falkirk had the best man on the 
park. The chances were there for Falkirk to pull off a win, but they were left to rue the opportunities 
that came their way. You don’t get too many chances at Ibrox and older Falkirk fans had seen this 
all too often in previous encounters. Rangers looked to be on course for the title, but Falkirk were 
very much on Hibs’ tail, albeit having played two games more than the Edinburgh side.

On a day of biting wind, sleet and snow, Falkirk and Raith played out a 2–2 draw at the Falkirk 
Stadium and a five-point gap had opened up between Hibs and Falkirk. Fortunately, both Hibs and 
Rangers also dropped points at Livingston and Alloa respectively and manager Peter Houston was 
not a happy man after a poor second-half performance that he labelled ‘rubbish’. Raith came back 
twice to cancel out goals from Sibbald and McCracken and they looked the better side as the game 
went on. Even the dismissal of Benedictus didn’t seem to upset Ray McKinnon’s side, who could 
easily have had two penalties. Were Falkirk wobbling? Two vital games were coming up – a trip to 
Greenock and a home match against Queen of the South.

The Morton game was played in torrential rain and high winds and Falkirk had to grind out a win 
thanks to John Baird’s 16th goal of the season. The game ended with Conor McGrandles being 
stretchered off after a tackle by McKee, which resulted in a double leg break. He was taken to 
hospital by ambulance and it looked a really bad injury indeed.

The stadium had to be evacuated after a ‘suspicious package’ was discovered before the match 
against Queen of the South could get under way, but it proved to be a false alarm. Queens had led 
1–0 at the break, but second-half goals from Baird and Alston, and an own goal by Dowie, earned 
all three points. There was more encouraging news when  it was discovered that Dumbarton 
had beaten Hibs 3–2 and the gap between Falkirk and Hibs was back to two points – and both 
had played 26 games. Hibs were facing a fixture backlog due to their progress in the various cup 
competitions and their squad rotation would be inevitable.

The gap between the two rivals was closed to a single point after a 0–0 stalemate at St. Mirren on 
the Tuesday night. Falkirk were in impressive form, having lost only one League game from their 
last 16 games, but this was a game they could easily have won. They were slow to start and took 
a long while to threaten Langfield’s goal. There were chances to seal a win, but Sibbald and Miller 
passed up good chances. The news of Hibs’ defeat at the hands of Queen of the South down in 
Dumfries was perhaps the most pleasing aspect of the journey home for the 385 Bairns diehards. 
Their team wasn’t at its best, but had picked up a vital point against a vastly improved Saints side 
managed by ex-Bairn Alex Rae. In truth, many would have taken a draw before kick-off. Saints 
were more than capable of taking points off the more fancied teams. 

Mark Kerr was in fine form for the visit of bottom side Alloa and the two first half goals from 
Watson and Kerr himself were enough to get the job done. Only keeper Scott Gallacher kept the 
score down and he pulled off at least six great saves to deny an eager Falkirk attack. Kerr’s goal, 
when he started the move from inside his own 18-yard box and finished it off with a rising volley 
high into the net, was worth the admission money alone. His goals were rarities, but were often 
worth the wait. Falkirk were now in second place, although they knew that Hibs’ backlog of 
fixtures meant they had games in hand.



The televised game against Dumbarton ended all square and the home side’s equaliser came in 
stoppage time, much to the annoyance of the away support, who feared a chance to widen the gap 
had been lost. Falkirk had shown an all-too-familiar failing of dominating teams without having 
the ability to finish them off. A second goal was there for the taking, especially after the Sons were 
reduced to ten men with the dismissal of Mark Docherty just after the hour mark. In the closing 
stages, referee Andrew Dallas penalised keeper Rogers who rushed from his line and clattered 
Christian Nade, who looked set to convert a long ball into the box. It was a devastating blow for the 
Bairns and you had to feel sorry for Rogers, who so often had been the Falkirk hero. Next up was a 
visit from League leaders Rangers.

Friday March 18th 2016 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 RANGERS 2
Alston, Hippolyte, McHugh Miller, McKay
Attendance: 7,804 Referee: K. Clancy

Rangers had taken a 2–0 lead after only nine minutes and a heavy 
defeat for Falkirk looked to be on the cards. KENNY MILLER and 
BARRIE McKAY had struck early to settle any nerves and referee 
Clancy had also ruled out an effort from Tavernier, which looked a bit 
harsh. Holt, King, Wallace and Miller again had further chances to end 
the game as a contest, but it was not all one-way traffic. Sibbald and 
Vaulks had tested Foderingham with long-range efforts and Falkirk 
did well to keep in the game. It was a different story after the break 
with the introduction of substitute Myles Hippolyte. Rangers started 
to look vulnerable and there were good efforts from Hippolyte, Vaulks 
and Leahy. The traffic towards Foderingham’s goal was increasing and there was much more of a 
threat from the home attack. The Rangers keeper brought off a string of impressive saves to keep 
the eager home attackers at bay, but was powerless to stop a stunning goal in 72 minutes from 
BLAIR ALSTON whose curling shot with the outside of his right boot found the top corner of the 
net. It was one of the best goals seen at the ground and certainly inspired the remarkable comeback. 
Within five minutes, Falkirk drew level through the impressive MYLES HIPPOLYTE, who had gone 
past Foderingham and slotted home from an acute angle, despite Wilson’s effort to clear off the line.

The packed stadium went wild as the League leaders looked vulnerable. The away end fell silent 
as wave after wave of navy-blue shirts flooded forward. Kevin O’Hara had replaced Sibbald and it 
was his cross that was turned home by substitute BOB McHUGH in stoppage time to earn all three 
points and complete the most remarkable of comebacks in the history of the fixture between the 
two clubs. It was Rangers’ first defeat in 16 matches and their manager Mark Warburton read the 
riot act to his side after the game, describing the slump as ‘inexplicable’. Rangers could easily have 
been four or five ahead at the break, but looked shell-shocked by Falkirk’s recovery. 

Peter Houston’s substitutions certainly changed the game and the record crowd –- at least half 
of them – had witnessed one of the best games seen at the ground. It said a lot for the character 
and resilience of the team to come back from such a disastrous opening ten minutes. Falkirk were 
chasing second place, on merit.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Watson, Leahy, Vaulks, Taiwo, Alston, Sibbald (s. 
O’Hara), Baird (s. McHugh), Miller (s. Hippolyte).

Subs. Smith, McCann, Gallacher, Mehmet.

RANGERS: Foderingham, Tavernier, Kiernan, Wallace, Ball, Miller (s. Clark), Halliday, King (s. 
O’Halloran), McKay (s. Forrester), Holt, Wilson.

Subs. Bell, Law, Shiels.



BLAIR ALSTON

Blair Alston gave Falkirk good service from season 2010–11 and he was 
very much an unsung hero at the club. He was one of the impressive 
youngsters coming through the Academy system and played in 
midfield. He scored some memorable goals in vital matches, notably an 
absolute screamer against Rangers which turned the game. He won a 
Challenge Cup winner’s medal in 2012, when Falkirk beat Hamilton in 
a closely contested match at Livingston. Blair played in the 2015 Scottish 
Cup Final when Falkirk lost 2–1 to Inverness Caledonian Thistle. 

He moved to Perth to join St. Johnstone for the start of season 2016–17 
and gained European experience playing in the Europa League. Blair 
moved to New Douglas Park in the summer of 2019 to join Hamilton 
Accies.

BLAIR ALSTON FALKIRK CAREER
League Games            134 (38)       League  Goals  27
League Cup Games      10 (5)               League Cup Goals 3
Scottish Cup Games     11 (3)             Scottish Cup Goals 4
Challenge Cup Games  6 (6)                 Challenge Cup Goals 3

Falkirk missed a great chance to extend their lead over Hibs when they lost 2–1 at home to 
struggling Livingston. There were moments of madness in the closing stages when Falkirk almost 
rescued a point from a seemingly hopeless position. Sam Stanton scored in the last minute to put 
the Lions 2–0 up and some Falkirk fans had seen enough. Then Will Vaulks scrambled home in 
stoppage time to throw his side a lifeline. Referee Walsh pointed to the spot after Longridge had 
fouled Lee Miller in the box. Longridge was sent off for a second bookable offence. John Baird took 
the penalty kick – and keeper Marc McCallum saved the effort to make him the hero of the hour 
and gain three points in his club’s struggle against relegation. McCallum revealed that he had 
studied Baird’s penalties from 2005 onwards and reckoned he knew where he would send the ball. 

There was news that an ex-Bairn had won International honours, at last. Scott Arfield made his 
debut for Canada against Mexico and made a good impression in front of a crowd of 50,000. The 
Burnley star had been consistently overlooked for Scotland honours, despite several impressive 
games for Scotland Under-21s.

The top three all dropped points on April 4th and it was a case of as you were. Raith Rovers held 
Rangers, St. Mirren did the same with Hibs and Falkirk missed another chance to improve their 
points tally when they only managed a draw at Palmerston. There was a real sting in the tail with 
Iain Russell scoring the equaliser for Queens in the closing seconds.There was even a real chance 
that Hibs were going down to a defeat, but Farid El Alagui equalised in the last minute. It was all 
very tense and the games were running out.

Hibs were wobbling and a Duffy goal on the stroke of half time gave Alloa a 1–0 win at Recreation 
Park. Could Falkirk keep their nerve at home to St. Mirren? They won 3–2 in a game that was not 
for the nervous. Blair Alston scored in the last minute of an exciting, if tense, encounter. Saints came 
back twice and when Mallan scored in the 82nd minute, it looked as though two more points were 
slipping away. Falkirk games were tending to feature late goals, both for and against the club, none 
more so in games against the promotion play-off rivals Hibs.

Falkirk repeated their Lazarus-like revival against Alan Stubbs’ side and the Hibs boss yet again 
refused to acknowledge Falkirk’s qualities, preferring instead to bemoan the dropping of points 
and emphasizing his own side’s ability. Hibs led 2–0 with nine minutes left and Falkirk refused to 
be beaten. Muirhead’s 64th-minute dismissal had made this task even more difficult, but David 



McCracken’s headed goal with three minutes left to play gave Falkirk fans some glimmer of hope. 
Hibs fans feared the worst as Falkirk kept coming forward in the dying moments of the game 
and their nightmare came back to haunt them again when Falkirk were awarded a throw-in. Lee 
Miller flicked on Will Vaulks’ throw and talisman Bob McHugh headed past Oxley. Stubbs refused 
to concede the race for second place and stated that his team had enough games left to claw back 
the points and goal difference. Falkirk again showed tremendous character to come back from 2–0 
down, and with only ten men. Hibs had only won one of their last seven League games and looked 
vulnerable. It was a much better point for Falkirk than it was for Hibs, and Peter Houston and the 
Falkirk players and supporters knew it.

It was a case of déjà vu – again –- on Saturday, April 23rd, when all three top sides drew their 
games. Rangers were held 1–1 at Ibrox by Alloa, Hibs were held to a goal-less draw at Cappielow 
and Falkirk drew 2–2 in Kirkcaldy. It was another late, late show against Raith with substitute Bob 
McHugh scoring with two minutes left to play. The ‘supersub’ was certainly creating a niche role at 
the club and his appearance late in games certainly lifted the Bairns support, while opposing fans 
must have dreaded his arrival.

In the annual Gala Awards event, the Falkirk supporters voted for Mark Kerr as their Player of the 
Year, with Kevin O’Hara voted Young Player of the Year. Luke Leahy’s goal against Livingston was 
voted the best of the season. Blair Alston was chosen by his team-mates as the Players’ Player of the 
Year.

The last game of the season saw a goal from Paul Watson just after half time secure three points 
against Morton to ensure Falkirk ended the regular season in second place – ahead of Hibs on goal 
difference. It was a tremendous achievement to split Rangers and Hibs, given the difference in 
budgets and playing resources of the clubs. Falkirk needed their nine days’ rest and recovery before 
they faced Hibs in a two-leg play-off eliminator. There were real signs of fatigue in the ranks, and 
the long season was definitely taking its toll. There was no real depth in the first-team squad and 
some of the younger players were having to be introduced very early in their careers. Could the 
players lift themselves for four Cup Finals at the tail end of a long, draining season?

Tuesday May 10th 2016 At Easter Road
HIBS 2 FALKIRK 2
McGregor, Henderson Miller, McHugh
Attendance: 11,830 Referee: A. Muir

This was the fourth draw between the two sides and again Hibs 
manager Alan Stubbs was moaning about the referee’s performance, 
calling for officials to publicly account for their decisions. David 
McCracken had handled the ball before clearing it and Stubbs felt that 
the refusal of the ensuing penalty was a significant turning point in 
a close game. Hibs were 2–1 up at the time and chasing a third goal. 
Stubbs maybe forgot that the selfsame Alan Muir had awarded his 
Hibs side an even more controversial spot kick against Falkirk back in 
October. Falkirk seemed to grow in strength as the game progressed 
and they looked capable of drawing level. That they did was a tribute 
to their determination and team spirit. You could have written the 
script beforehand – Falkirk would equalise with a late strike and their 
scorer would be substitute BOB McHUGH. What wasn’t in the script 
was the howler from Hibs keeper Conrad Logan who let the striker’s 
shot squirm under his body and into the net. 

Falkirk had taken the lead when Leahy’s free kick came back off the wall for Tom Taiwo to 
play the ball back in and LEE MILLER got the final touch. Hibs were visibly rattled and LIAM 
HENDERSON  equalised from a Stokes knock-down. The Edinburgh side went ahead when 



DARREN McGREGOR headed past Rogers. Then came that man McHugh. 

There was to be a Friday 13th showdown between the two sides. Surely there couldn’t be any more 
drama for the TV cameras?

HIBS: Logan, Gray, McGregor, Hanlon, Stevenson, McGeouch, Fyvie, McGinn, Henderson (s. 
Boyle), Stokes, Cummings (s. Keatings).

Subs. Fontaine, Gunnarson, Dagnall, Thomson, Oxley.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Vaulks, Leahy, Alston, Kerr, Taiwo (s. Hippolyte), 
Sibbald, Baird (s. O’Hara), Miller (s. McHugh).

Subs. Shepherd, Gallacher, Watson, Mehmet.

There had been some devastating news received at the club that Chris Mitchell had died at the age 
of 27. Chris was a very popular player and was one of several youngsters who came through the 
ranks of the Academy. Both clubs wore black armbands in tribute to Chris and there was a minute’s 
applause before the start of the game. Several of Chris’s former team-mates, including Tam Scobbie, 
Mark Stewart and Paul Sludden attended the game and met in the Alex Parker lounge before the 
match to share memories of Chris with his family. 

Friday May 13th 2016 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 HIBS 2
Alston, Leahy, McHugh Keatings 2
Attendance: 7,851 Referee: C. Thomson

One of the most memorable nights at the Falkirk 
Stadium saw Falkirk snatch a late, late winner to 
continue their quest for a return to the top flight 
after an absence of six years. The atmosphere 
was electric as there was so much at stake, and 
the travelling Hibs support must have wondered 
if their team could finally nail their bogey side. 
Falkirk had proved a real handful in their recent 
encounters and the sides were well matched. BLAIR 
ALSTON opened the scoring after 13 minutes, 

converting a cross from Leahy, which Baird had failed to control, but Hibs were 2–1 ahead by half 
time and looked on course to win the tie. JAMES KEATINGS scored from the penalty spot after 
McCracken had brought the striker down and the decision looked to be a correct one. There was no 
reprieve for the Bairns defender this time around. Hibs boss Alan Stubbs had preferred Keatings to 
top scorer Jason Cummings and his faith seemed to have been rewarded when JAMES KEATINGS 
added a second goal only three minutes later, when he headed home a cross from Stokes. The Hibs 
fans were in full voice at the break, but Falkirk maintained their tradition of probing for chances 
and exposing the Edinburgh side’s vulnerability to attacks from cross balls.

All three Falkirk subs were used by the 70th minute, as manager Peter Houston tried to find a way 
of increasing the pressure on his rival. Shepherd did well to get the ball over and Hippolyte left 
it to LUKE LEAHY, who hit a real screamer from 25 yards out, which left keeper Logan helpless. 
Cummings entered the fray just after the Falkirk goal and he came close to settling the tie in the 
closing minutes with a 35-yard shot, which rattled the crossbar. This game seemed destined to go 
into extra time, but there was to be a real sting in the tail. It seemed almost inevitable that there 
would be a killer late goal and you just knew who would score it. BOB McHUGH pounced right 
at the death with a shot that went in off the far post to break the hearts of the 2,000-strong green-
and-white army. It was Friday 13th, after all, and this had been another real horror ending for Hibs 



and their manager Alan Stubbs. Their pre-match mind games hadn’t worked, as Falkirk showed 
tremendous determination and courage under pressure to come back into a game that had seemed 
lost. Falkirk were to face Kilmarnock in the play-off final, while Hibs were to face Rangers in the 
Scottish Cup Final. Falkirk had confined them to a third season of Championship football.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Watson, Leahy, Alston (s. Shepherd), Kerr (s. Hippolyte), 
Vaulks, Sibbald, Baird (s. Miller), McHugh.

Subs. McCann, O’Hara, Gallacher, Mehmet.

HIBS: Logan, Gray, McGregor, Hanlon, Stevenson, McGeouch (s. Bartley), Fyvie, McGinn, 
Henderson, Stokes, Keatings (s. Cummings).

Subs. Fontaine, Boyle, Gunnarsson, Dagnall, Oxley.

Falkirk’s efforts were clearly commendable, but the play-off structures favoured the Premiership 
side. Kilmarnock had been watched and Peter Houston knew that another Herculean effort was 
needed if the return to the top flight was to be secured. The first leg of the final was played on the 
Thursday night in Falkirk and was televised live. It was a cold and wet evening and another big 
crowd filled the stadium to see if Falkirk could clear the final hurdles. How much was left in the 
collective tank was to be the big question. There was to be another late, late show, but this time 
around there were ominous signs that the ultimate ending might not be the one Falkirk fans were 
longing for.

Thursday May 19th 2016 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 KILMARNOCK 0
Vaulks
Attendance: 7,636 Referee: J. Beaton

It was another killer blow delivered in the dying stages of the 
game that saw Falkirk take a slender one-goal lead into the second 
leg of the play-off marathon. Three hours of incessant rain had 
made the surface slick and greasy and the Ayrshire side looked 
impressive in the opening quarter of the game. Boyd set up a 
good chance after only four minutes and there were fears that 
this might have been a game too far for Falkirk. They rallied and 
chances started to come. Alston tested MacDonald and then Baird 
had a great opportunity when the Killie keeper spilled a shot from 
McHugh, but his strike partner hooked the ball over the bar. The 
first half had been very much like a sparring bout and maybe there 
was a sense of what defeat would have meant to both sides.

Mistakes were being made in an improved second period and chances started to increase with 
fatigue becoming a factor. Obadeyi was played through by Boyd, but he made a complete hash 
of two efforts to score. Sibbald cleared off the line and then Rogers 
saved a Boyd header from a Slater cross. It looked as if stalemate was 
the outcome, until there was another late goal for the Bairns. WILL 
VAULKS was the scorer, when he was set up by Sibbald, following a 
free kick by Leahy. It was a typical Vaulks shot and was followed by 
another spectacular backward flip that would not have been out of 
place in an Olympic Gymnastics competition.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Watson, Leahy, Alston (s. 
Shepherd), Kerr, Vaulks, Sibbald, McHugh, Baird (s. Hippolyte).



Subs. Taiwo, O’Hara, Gallacher, Miller, Mehmet.

KILMARNOCK: MacDonald, O’Hara, Addison, Ashcroft, Hodson, Dicker, Slater, Obadeyi, 
McKenzie, Kiltie, Boyd.

Subs. Findlay, Higginbotham, Brennan, Balatoni, Taylor, Whittaker, Frizzell.

The second leg at Rugby Park was to be played the following Sunday and the sequence of games 
was to prove critical. After the two titanic struggles against Hibs, the players seemed to be running 
on empty and there had been ominous signs that energy levels were being drained.

Sunday May 22nd 2016 At Rugby Park
KILMARNOCK 4 FALKIRK 0
Kiltie 2, Addison, Boyd
Attendance: 11,013 Referee: W. Collum

There was an impressive Falkirk support through at Rugby 
Park and the pre-match atmosphere resembled that of a 
Scottish Cup Final. Hopes were high of a momentous day out, 
ironically at the scene of Falkirk’s last appearance as a top-
flight team. That day had ended 0–0 and a similar scoreline would have seen Falkirk promoted. It 
is doubtful if so many hopes and dreams were shattered so quickly as they were on this occasion. 
Killie simply blew Falkirk away and the shell-shocked Bairns never really recovered from an 
opening eight-minute spell when goals from GREG KILTIE and MILES ADDISON gave the 
Ayrshire side a 2–1 aggregate lead. Falkirk looked leg-weary – the efforts to reach this stage had 
clearly taken their toll. So many high-profile games in such a short space of time proved too much 
and the team looked to be running on empty.

Falkirk were second best and when GREG KILTIE and KRIS BOYD added goals within three 
minutes just after the hour mark, it was a bitter end to a brave campaign. Falkirk never recovered 
from that lightning opening period from Lee Clark’s side and few could have disputed that Killie 
deserved their win. Manager Peter Houston knew that his men were not yet ready for that next 
step up. ‘We found out today that we need to get better. We might need to be more physical or have 
more pace. There’s a few things we’ve learned.’

What was learned was that Falkirk had massive potential as a club. The support was phenomenal 
and stayed behind to acknowledge the efforts of their heroes. Players were visibly moved by 
the reception they received, and this after suffering a heavy defeat. The season had ended on a 
disappointing note, but then again few would have expected that Falkirk could have finished 
second-top of a tough competitive league and able to beat Hibs to the runners-up place. In any 

other era that would have merited promotion, but the play-off 
system was heavily stacked in favour of the second-worst team in 
the top flight. 

KILMARNOCK: MacDonald, Hodson, Ashcroft, Addison, Taylor, 
Slater, Dicker, Kiltie (s. McKenzie), Magennis (s. O’Hara), Boyd, 
Obadeyi.

Subs. Higginbotham, Brennan, Findlay, Whittaker, Frizzell.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, Watson, McCracken, Leahy, Taiwo, 
Vaulks, Kerr, Sibbald (s. Hippolyte), McHugh, Baird (s. Miller).

Subs. Shepherd, O’Hara, Gallacher, Mehmet.



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship Rangers
Scottish League One Dunfermline
Scottish League Two East Fife
Scottish Cup Hibs
Scottish League Cup Ross County
Scottish League Challenge Cup Rangers
F.A. Cup Manchester United
English Premiership Leicester City
English League Cup Manchester City

TRANSFERS IN
 
Danny Rogers (Aberdeen)
Bob McHugh (Motherwell)
Paul Watson (Raith Rovers)
Lewis McMinn (Rangers)
Ryan Sinnamon (Rangers)
Lee Miller (Kilmarnock)
Alex Tokarczyk (Aylesbury)
Conor McGrandles (Norwich City) loan
Myles Hippolyte (Livingston)
Deniz Mehmet (Kayserispor)
Kevin McCann (Warriors, Singapore)
James Craigen (Hearts)
Liam Henderson (Hearts) 

TRANSFERS OUT
 
Robbie McNab (Stirling)
Liam Rowan (Stranraer)
Michael Martin (released)
Connor Hogg (released)
Gregor Amos (Edinburgh City)
Olly Durojaiye (Enfield Town)
Rory Loy (Dundee)
Jamie MacDonald (Kilmarnock)
Ryan McGeever (Queens Park)
Botti Biabi (Swansea)
Liam Dick (Stranraer) 
Owain Tudor Jones (retired)
Ryan Sinnamon (Rangers) loan return
Scott Shepherd (Brechin City) loan
Ryan Blair (Swansea)
Alex Cooper (St. Mirren)
Blair Alston (St. Johnstone)
Kevin McCann (released)
Lewis Small (released)
Graham Bowman (released)
Alex Tokarczyk (released)
David Smith (Dumbarton) 



CHAPTER TEN – SEASON 2016–17
RUNNERS-UP – AGAIN

Scottish League Championship – 2nd
Scottish Cup Round 4 – lost 2–0 to Morton (a) 21/1/17
Scottish League Cup Did Not Qualify
Challenge Cup Round 4 – lost to Ayr United (a) 4/10/16
Top League Scorer Sibbald 10
Top Scottish Cup Scorer None
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 6–1 v Elgin City (h) 3/9/16 Challenge Cup
Heaviest Defeat 3–0 v St. Johnstone (a) 23/7/16 League Cup

There was an early start to the pre-season preparations, and a mini-tour to Ireland saw games 
against Bray Wanderers and Shelbourne. Bray won 1–0, while Shelbourne were beaten 3–0 with 
James Craigen scoring twice. Falkirk fans headed through to Cliftonhill on July 9th for a friendly 
match. A third of the gate receipts were given to the Gordon McFarlane Fund and it was a great 
gesture from the little Coatbridge club for a very popular Falkirk supporter who had recently 
suffered a severe stroke. There was also a bucket collection and Falkirk fans were rallying round the 
campaign to help make accommodation modifications to Gordon’s home to enable him to return 
home after a year in hospital.The pre-season preparations were completed with a 3–1 win over 
Stirling University at the Falkirk Stadium.

The League Cup started with a shock 1–0 defeat at Forthbank and gave Stirling Albion their first 
win over the Bairns in six years. Falkirk were denied a stonewall penalty when Velarque took 
Bob McHugh down in the box, but referee Colin Stewart added insult to injury when he booked 
McHugh for allegedly diving. Falkirk were off key and Albion had several chances to add to their 
tally. One player who was missing from the Falkirk line-up was Will Vaulks, who, it was reported, 
had a ‘groin injury’. There had been intense speculation about an impending transfer for the 
popular midfielder.

WILL VAULKS

Will Vaulks is a classic example of determination and enthusiasm winning 
through and all Falkirk fans were sure that he was a player who would 
go on to great things. He had started off with Tranmere Rovers but didn’t 
appear for their first team. He moved to Workington, initially on loan, and 
played in 19 League games in 2012–13. His career seemed to be drifting 
after a trial at Blackburn Rovers and he eventually arrived at Falkirk when 
Steven Pressley was manager. He was taken on the books at a nominal 
wage, and gradually showed consistently good form, which earned him 
a contract. He became a regular member of the side and scored some 
spectacular goals, and even more spectacular goal celebrations. Will was 
a member of the 2015 Cup Final side and was a popular player with fans 
and team-mates alike. 

There had been rumours of interest from Hibs, Aberdeen and Doncaster, and most Bairns knew 
that the player would eventually move on. His final appearance in a Falkirk shirt came in a 3–0 
win at the Falkirk Stadium over Elgin City and it was fitting that he signed off with a  goal, and 
another double-reverse somersault. On July 22nd he was transferred to Rotherham, who were then 
managed by Alan Stubbs. The fee was undisclosed, but he left Falkirk with every good wish for 
his future success. He went on to become a great favourite at Rotherham and earned a big-money 
transfer to Cardiff City in the summer of 2019. 



By that time, he had earned International caps for Wales, making his debut against Trinidad and 
Tobago.

WILL VAULKS FALKIRK CAREER
League Games               109 (1)     League Goals  11          
League Cup Games         10   League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games         8        Scottish Cup Goals 1 
Challenge Cup Games     8       Challenge Cup Goals 1

Falkirk were back on track on the Tuesday night with a comfortable 3–0 win over Elgin City. Will 
Vaulks signed off with the opening goal and Lee Miller and Bob McHugh added the others. 

The following game at McDiarmid Park saw the most bewildering and frustrating example of 
refereeing seen by most of the Falkirk support, certainly since that at Fir Park when Mr. Martindale 
sent off Tony Parks. Mr. Madden seemingly launched a one-man crusade against jostling in the 
penalty box and awarded three penalties to St. Johnstone. Even Saints diehards were left scratching 
their heads in disbelief, while accepting the gift goals with gratitude and amusement. In truth, there 
could easily have been five spot kicks, according to the rival managers Tommy Wright and Peter 
Houston. St. Johnstone were the better team, but the refereeing decisions made all the headlines. 
Technically, some were correct but similar ‘offences’ go unpunished week after week. There was a 
touch of irony in Tommy Wright’s comment ‘I’m glad the penalties were for us and not against us.’

Kevin O’Hara was loaned out to East Fife to gain first-team experience and the League Cup 
campaign ended with a 2–0 home win over Brechin City, who were managed by ex-Bairn Darren 
Dods. Falkirk finished the section in second place, with the Perth Saints progressing through to 
the knock-out rounds. The opening league match was against old rivals Hibs, and the real action 
started.

Saturday August 6th 2016 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 HIBS 2
Sibbald Cummings 2
Attendance: 6,458 Referee: K. Clancy

Hibs were the pre-season favourites to win the Championship, but on this showing they wouldn’t 
be running away with the title, and Falkirk would be there or thereabouts in the play-off stakes. 
Manager Houston’s tactic of playing three centre-backs looked to have blown up in his face as early 
as the second minute, when Luke Leahy was left with a choice of Hibs attackers coming at him. 
James Keatings drove the ball across goal and Danny Rogers could only palm the ball out as far as 
in-demand striker JASON CUMMINGS, who gratefully stroked the ball home into an empty net. 
Four Hibs late challenges went without a card being shown and the stand-side assistant seemed to 
have difficulty in determining when a ball had actually crossed the touchline. The Bairns support 
had feared the worst, until CRAIG SIBBALD, having received a presentation for clocking up 200 
appearances, hit an absolute screamer from 25 yards, which left keeper Ross Laidlaw absolutely 
helpless. He hadn’t hit a better shot in his 200 games and deserved the ovation he received. 

Mr. Clancy continued his Horatio Nelson 
impersonation as Luke Leahy was scythed 
down again by David Gray. Those with 
a sense of foreboding were alarmed by 
the ease with which Hibs were cutting 
through the Bairns midfield, and the 
lumping of high balls to Bob McHugh and 
John Baird was not the wisest of tactics. 
Both forwards had the ability to test the 
Hibs defence when the ball was played 



over the defence, which happened too infrequently. Cummings cut in from the Hibs right and tried 
to lob Rogers, but the keeper did well to stretch and hold the ball. 

Sibbald was clearly struggling after a succession of heavy fouls had reduced his effectiveness, and 
he did well to complete the half. There were ironic cheers when the stand-side assistant finally got a 
decision right and indicated that the ball had in fact crossed the line. Further crunching tackles from 
McGinn, Gray and Hanlon went unpunished and cynics just knew that it would be a player in navy 
blue who drew the first card. Tom Taiwo was the unlucky recipient and most of the crowd shook 
their heads in disbelief, his offence being no worse than four earlier Hibs challenges.

Hibs went 2–1 up early in the second half as JASON CUMMINGS outfoxed David McCracken and 
Luca Gasparotto chasing a lopped ball, and the striker duly celebrated in front of his own fans. 
Referee Clancy booked Leahy for a challenge that was little more than determined and the slippery 
surface made it look worse than it was. Falkirk were determined to get back into the game and they 
dominated for long periods. The changes in personnel made by manager Houston paid off, and 
Nathan Austin, James Craigen and Lee Miller certainly posed plenty of problems to a Hibs defence 
that was looking increasingly vulnerable. Gray cleared a great McHugh cross while Sibbald was 
waiting to pounce and the frequency of Falkirk attacks increased. Several Falkirk set pieces were 
wasted with poor crosses into the box, but the fragility of the Hibs rearguard was exposed, as it had 
been in several games in the previous season. Laidlaw blocked an effort from Miller and McHugh 
wasn’t far away after a great through ball from Craigen. There was a half-hearted penalty appeal 
when Austin went down, but it would have been a soft one. Miller was causing panic in the Hibs 
back four and he won several fouls due to sheer persistence and experience. However, it was not to 
be, and the game petered out with the spectacle of Hibs corner-flagging and time-wasting. 

Falkirk looked a much more dangerous side in the latter stages, and they did well to run their 
opponents so close, especially after conceding such early goals. Hibs’ Cummings would inevitably 
make all the headlines due to the transfer speculation, but in truth he contributed little apart from 
his goals. 

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, McCracken, Gasparotto, Watson, Leahy, Rankin, Sibbald (s. Miller), 
Taiwo (s. Craigen), Baird (s. Austin), McHugh.

Subs: Kidd, Hippolyte, Henderson, Mehmet.

HIBS: Laidlaw, Gray, Hanlon, Fontaine, McGinn, Holt, Stevenson, Keatings (s. Boyle), McGregor (s. 
Foster), Cummings, Martin (s. Bartley).

Subs: Stanton, Carmichael, Harris, Virtanen.

A 1–1 draw at Cappielow was achieved thanks to a last-minute equaliser from Luke Leahy, which 
Morton boss Jim Duffy claimed should have been disallowed for handball. Falkirk keeper Deniz 
Dogan Mehmet was badly at fault for the home side’s opener in 25 minutes, when he spilled a 
corner kick from Ross Forbes and Morton captain Lee Kilday scored from seven yards. Luke Leahy 
was the outstanding player in a Falkirk side that had been poor in the first half and incurred the 
wrath of their manager. The second half saw a much-improved showing and a draw was probably 
about right.

After three league games, Falkirk were languishing in eighth place with only that one point to show 
for their efforts. A visit to Dumfries isn’t an easy fixture and so it proved on August 20th, when 
Stephen Dobbie scored twice to add to his already legendary status with the Doonhamers faithful. 
Queens were up in third place and close on the heels of early pace-setters Raith Rovers and Hibs.

Lee Miller’s 86th-minute goal secured all three points against a dogged and determined Dumbarton 
side and registered the first win of the season. Falkirk looked well below their best in the first 



half, but improved in the second half. Keeper Alan Martin pulled 
off some incredible sides as the part-timers seemed capable of 
snatching a point. Falkirk were streets ahead on pressure and the 
cheers at full time were probably a combination of delight and relief. 

Falkirk easily progressed in the Challenge Cup with a resounding 
6–1 win over Elgin City. The Moray side ran out of steam in the 
closing stages and Falkirk could easily have added to their tally. 
Tony Gallacher made his first team debut and looked impressive, 
playing a key role in the build-up to the sixth goal. 

With a 2–0 win in Kirkcaldy, Falkirk were starting to climb the table after their indifferent start. 
Raith had been unbeaten up to that point and it was a much better mood around the club as they 
closed in on the more fancied candidates. Hibs and Queen of the South both won away from home, 
but Dundee United were the next visitors to the Falkirk Stadium and there was a real chance to 
narrow the gap at the top of the table.

Saturday September 17th 2016 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 DUNDEE UNITED 1
Baird, Hippolyte, Miller Obadeyi
Attendance: 5,488 Referee: C. Allen

United manager Ray McKinnon felt his side had taken ‘a bit of a 
sucker punch’ and was disappointed to lose two late goals. The 
match seemed destined to end in a draw after TOPE OBADEYI’s 
33rd-minute goal from close range had cancelled out Falkirk’s 
headed opener by JOHN BAIRD after 18 minutes. Falkirk produced 
yet another late, late show to leapfrog United into fourth place. 
MYLES HIPPOLYTE scored with three minutes left for play when 
his shot deflected off William Edjenguele and left keeper Cammy 
Bell helpless. The cheers from the home fans had hardly died down 
when LEE MILLER headed home a Hippolyte cross to seal a precious 
win. United were certainly unlucky with three injury-enforced 
substitutions and Telfer battling on with an ankle injury, but Falkirk 
showed again that a game isn’t over until it’s over.

United’s manager didn’t think his side deserved to lose, but his 
Falkirk counterpart wasn’t at all surprised by the repeat of the type 
of finish that had characterised the campaign in the previous season. 
Myles Hippolyte seemed to have benefited from his heart-to-heart with his manager and was the 
outstanding player for Falkirk. Peter Houston was looking for more consistency from the player, 
and he got it. Hibs had lost to Ayr United at Easter Road earlier in the day and the win took Falkirk 
into joint third place. New leaders Queen of the South would face Hibs on the following Saturday 
and Falkirk had another chance to improve their league standing.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Kidd, McCracken, Gasparotto, Leahy, Taiwo (s. Craigen), Kerr, Sibbald (s. 
Rankin), Hippolyte, Baird, McHugh (s. Miller).

Subs. Shepherd, McGinn, Gallacher, Watson.

DUNDEE UNITED: Bell, Van Der Struijk, Edjenguele, Toshney (s. Gillon), Robson, Van Der Velden, 
Telfer, Flood (s. Fraser), Obedayi, Murray, Andreu (s. C. Smith).

Subs. Durnan, Coll, Donaldson, Spittal, Zwick.



Hibs and Queens ended in a goal-less draw at Palmerston, while Falkirk beat Ayr United 2–0, and 
again they left it late. It took a last-minute goal by Lee Miller to finally kill off the Ayr resistance 
and Falkirk were far from their best. Peter Houston was highly critical of the performance and 
described it as pedantic, slow, pedestrian, sloppy and slack. Ayr were a good side and looked 
capable of taking points from the so-called ‘big teams’, and even diehard Bairns fans admitted that 
Falkirk were flattered by the margin of victory.

Everything looked rosy after Craig Sibbald scored after only nine minutes at bottom club St. 
Mirren. Saints were struggling and were without a win after eight games played. The Saints had 
two shots at goal all game and it felt like a defeat for the Falkirk support. In truth, a Saints goal had 
been coming and it was very much a case of the biter bit, as Tom Walsh equalised with only three 
minutes left for play. Falkirk had done this so often to other teams, and now they knew how it felt. 
Raith’s defeat at Cappielow was slight consolation on the journey home and the club were now 
third in their own right. 

Interest in the Irn Bru Cup ended with a disappointing 1–0 defeat at Somerset Park, albeit after 
extra time, on Friday October 7th. McCracken, Sibbald and Taiwo were rested from the starting 
eleven for the tie and the standard of play on offer, especially in the first half, was well below what 
was expected of the team. 

Farid El Alagui and Kallum Higginbotham were in the Pars side that visited on October 15th and it 
was hard to believe that the sides hadn’t met in competitive action since August 2014. A perfectly-
observed minute’s applause was held for two of the 1957 heroes, Jimmy McIntosh and Eddie 
O’Hara, who had recently passed away. Falkirk won 2–1 and both sides had good chances in the 
closing moments,- Geggan for Dunfermline and Baird for The Bairns. There were a few nervous 
moments for the home supporters after El Alagui’s goal 15 minutes before the end had reduced 
the arrears. Falkirk had looked to be coasting earlier on with goals from Craig Sibbald and Myles 
Hippolyte, but it was to become a bit of a struggle after that goal and the home supporters were 
relieved to hear the final whistle. The importance of the win was emphasised with the news that 
Morton had won 5–0 in Dumfries and Hibs had been held at Stark’s Park. Falkirk were very much 
in the title race and had a great chance to press their claim when Raith Rovers came calling.

Falkirk blew their chance when they went down 4–2 in a home defeat to Raith and manager 
Houston was sent to the stand after a confrontation with referee Barry Cook. Raith were ruthless 
and determined and were 3–1 ahead at one stage. Falkirk dropped to fifth place and it was 
undoubtedly a major setback. That ex-Bairn Mark Stewart, making his first league start of the 
season, scored two of the Raith goals just added insult to injury.

Dundee United won 1–0 at Tannadice the following Saturday and sent Falkirk down into sixth 
place. It was a better showing from Falkirk and only a late goal from Mark Durnan separated 
the sides. It was a great game for any neutrals in the crowd, and the big crowd helped create a 
tremendous atmosphere. 

More points were dropped with two 1–1 draws in succession, at home to Morton and away to 
Hibs. Morton looked set to extend their winning run to five when they scored through Lee Kilday 
five minutes before the end, but Lee Miller equalised with almost the last play of the game when 
he headed a Hippolyte cross past keeper Gaston. Morton boss Jim Duffy conceded that he would 
have taken a draw before kick-off, but felt his side had been worth a win. At Easter Road, Falkirk 
suffered a real blow when Tom Taiwo was sent off after only 24 minutes by referee John Beaton, 
who felt his tackle on McGinn was two-footed. The two sides were meeting for the 13th time in 
recent seasons and yet again there wasn’t much between them. Falkirk took the lead, despite their 
numerical disadvantage, with 13 minutes left through John Baird. Hibs drew level six minutes 
before the end, when Hanlon headed home from McGinn’s cross. Falkirk were under considerable 
pressure for long periods of the game, but they deserved their point for their dogged determination 
and team spirit.



It was a freezing cold afternoon at Somerset Park, Ayr and the Bairns gained partial revenge for 
the Irn Bru Cup defeat with a narrow 1–0 win. James Craigen scored the only goal of the game and 
the conditions were so bad that there was a real risk of hypothermia. Even substitute Bob McHugh 
wore gloves for the first time ever when he came on for his two-minute appearance. Raith, Queens 
and Dundee United had all dropped points.

St. Mirren were beaten 3–1 on the first Saturday of December. Falkirk were back in the race and 
found St. Mirren a tough proposition under their new boss Jack Ross. Saints lost Jack Baird after 
38 minutes, when he landed a punch on Lee Miller that could easily have broken his nose. It took 
two late goals from McHugh and Hippolyte to see off a dogged St. Mirren rearguard action and the 
Paisley side looked a much better team than their lowly league position suggested.

Another new manager arrived at the Falkirk Stadium determined to shore up an apparently 
sinking ship. Gary Naysmith ended a run of seven consecutive league defeats when his Queen 
of the South side earned a point from a 2–2 draw, Bairns boss Peter Houston was an angry man 
after the game and threatened to make changes after a strangely lethargic performance. Queens’ 
supporters felt their side deserved more than just their solitary point and they were maybe right in 
that assessment. 

A 2–1 defeat to Dumbarton, albeit after an improved performance, did little to dispel the notion that 
Falkirk had hit a bad run of form and looked anything but title contenders. The Bairns controlled 
the first half, but rarely threatened keeper Alan Martin in the Sons’ goal. They had good chances 
to earn a point and one miss in particular, from Scott Shepherd in front of an open goal from only 
six yards out, was a real shocker. Falkirk were stuttering and next up was a visit to old rivals 
Dunfermline for a Boxing Day encounter.

Monday December 26th 2016 At East End Park
DUNFERMLINE 1 FALKIRK 1
McCabe Hippolyte
Attendance: 6,134 Referee: E. Anderson

After this intriguing derby, Falkirk were still in the play-off hunt, but were three points behind 
manager Houston’s 30-point target for the half-way point. It wasn’t a classic encounter, but 
contained plenty of talking points for the big holiday crowd. David McCracken was injured in the 
warm-up and Falkirk had to make some last-minute adjustments. Referee Anderson’s decision to 
award a penalty against Tom Taiwo, which seemed a ludicrous decision and baffled most in the 
press box. He was adjudged to have handled a Cardle cross, but the Falkirk player jumped to block 
with his left hand across his chest and didn’t deflect the course of the ball. RHYS McCABE scored 
from the spot kick to give the home side a point. Falkirk had taken the lead when Tony Gallacher 
cut a ball back for MYLES HIPPOLYTE to fire past Murdoch. Sibbald and Baird had combined well 

in the approach play and the goal was probably the best bit of football 
seen all game.

Falkirk defended solidly as Dunfermline piled on the pressure and at 
times it was a bit desperate. Roared on by about 2,000 Falkirk fans, the 
team gave their all and some of the defending was brave in the extreme. 
Young Gallacher looked impressive and was by no means overawed 
by the electric atmosphere of the derby. The attendance showed the 
potential of both sides and was greater than many games in the top 
flight.

DUNFERMLINE: Murdoch, Geggan, Martin, Ashcroft, Talbot, 
McMullan, Herron, McCabe, Cardle (s. Paton), Moffat (s. Reilly), Clark 
(s. El Alagui).



Subs. Williamson, Fordyce, Wedderburn, Hutton.

FALKIRK: Rogers, Muirhead, Gasparotto, Grant, Gallacher, Hippolyte (s. McHugh), Taiwo (s. 
Rankin), Kerr, Sibbald, Baird, Shepherd (s. Miller).

Subs. Kidd, Leahy, Watson, Mehmet.

The old year ended with another Falkirk–Hibs encounter, and yet again there wasn’t much between 
two well-matched sides. Hibs fielded ‘emergency signing’ Kris Commons and the Celtic player 
fired home a free kick with only two minutes left to play, which settled a closely fought match. 
Falkirk gave their all and it was a hard defeat to take. Bairns’ fans were left wondering how their 
team could match the bigger teams but failed to see off teams they should have been beating 
with ease. It was this failure that was to stop the team becoming real title contenders. However, 
the performances were improving and some team would find themselves on the end of a real 
hammering when the Falkirk team clicked. 

That team was to be Raith Rovers, and a 4–1 win was just the tonic the support needed. Ryan 
Stevenson gave Raith a ninth-minute lead, but goals from Hippolyte, McHugh and Sibbald had 
eased the tension and given Falkirk a 3–1 interval lead. Sibbald’s second goal came just three 
minutes after the break and ended any forlorn hopes of a comeback for the Kirkcaldy side, who had 
gone eight games without a win. One save from Danny Rogers was amazing – a one-handed block 
from McManus – and drew applause from both sets of fans. 

Peter Houston had challenged his team to close the gap with Dundee United, but was left frustrated 
by an old familiar failure of conceding the first goal in games, this time to Ian McCall’s struggling 
Ayr United side at the Falkirk Stadium. Gary Harkins opened the scoring in 24 minutes and Falkirk 
levelled on the stroke of half time through Peter Grant, who headed home a Kerr delivery. The boos 
at full time showed the frustration at the inconsistency of the team. That Falkirk had also missed a 
penalty, when Fleming saved from Baird, only added to the disappointment.

Interest in the Scottish Cup was short-lived after a 2–0 defeat at Cappielow and it wasn’t a game to 
live long in the memory. Morton were on a good run of form, having reached the semi-final of the 
League Cup and sitting in third place in the League, and they would be a team that few would have 
fancied being drawn against in the fifth round. In truth, Falkirk went down without much of a fight 
and the only highlight was the debut of Canadian International Fraser Aird, who had signed until 
the end of the season from Rangers, after a loan spell with Vancouver Whitecaps.

The Youth team lost 5–1 to a strong Rangers side in the quarter-finals of the SPFL Youth Cup at 
Ibrox, despite Kevin O’Hara giving them an early lead. 

January ended with a trip to St. Mirren whose confidence was high after their cup win over 
Dundee. A 2–1 win wasn’t easy, but the three points were vital, especially as the closing pack, and 
Dundee United too, all dropped points. Two goals by John Baird earned the points, although Saints 
players, manager Jack Ross and supporters were incandescent with rage after Hippolyte took a 
throw-in at least 15 yards further forward than he should have done, which led to the opening goal. 
On-loan Rory Loy scored for Saints with 13 minutes left to play to increase the tension, but Falkirk 
deserved their win. Jack Ross looked to have a massive job on his hands with his side seven points 
adrift at the foot of the table.

The January transfer window closed with some movement in and out of the club. Joe McKee was 
signed from Carlisle, and had been a target for some time. Fraser Aird and Robbie Thomson had 
also been added and Kevin O’Hara returned from his loan spell. Leaving the club were Deniz 
Dogan Mehmet, John Rankin and Liam Henderson – all initially on loan. February opened with 
a visit from Dunfermline and no motivation was needed. Goals from Baird and Miller earned an 
important 2–0 win and it was much easier than the scoreline suggested. Pars boss Alan Johnston 



admitted it was one of his side’s worst performances of the season, and that was a fair assessment. 
Falkirk could have scored more, but Morton’s defeat in Dumfries had propelled the club into third 
place. This was perhaps the start of a real play-off surge.

The spirit of the club was well illustrated with a fundraising event in the Park Hotel for Gordon 
McFarlane, who was returning home after a lengthy spell in hospital following a severe stroke. 
Several well-known ex-players attended the event including Kevin McAllister, Scott MacKenzie, 
Crawford Baptie, Tam McManus, Jamie McGowan and Sammy McGivern. Gordon had been the 
mainstay of the club’s media operations and was responsible for the success of the club’s award-
winning programme. 

Hibs were in Scottish Cup action and Dundee United had a great chance to close the gap at the 
top of the table to only three points. Falkirk had other ideas. Tom Taiwo was in outstanding form 
as Falkirk took United apart and won 3–0. United manager Ray McKinnon was apologetic for 
‘the most inept’ performance of the season and their defending was terrible. Goals from Baird, 
a Muirhead penalty, and Craigen meant all three points stayed in Falkirk and the gap between 
the two sides was reduced to three points, both having played 24 games. Falkirk manager Peter 
Houston felt his team had ‘outfought and outplayed’ United and he was right. 

Morton were still snapping at Falkirk’s heels and the two sides drew 2–2 at Cappielow in a really 
competitive match. It had everything – good goals, crunching tackles, end-to-end play and some 
bewildering refereeing decisions. A draw was about right, although Falkirk had chances to seal a 
vital win. Jim Duffy’s side were genuine play-off contenders and the point gained was a valuable 
one.

Both Hibs and Dundee United were held to home draws – against Dunfermline and Morton, 
respectively – but Falkirk failed to take advantage as they too were held at home. Dumbarton were 
proving something of a bogey side to Falkirk and they earned a point in a 2–2 draw at the Falkirk 
Stadium. Both sides had chances to take all three points, with Harvie heading against the bar 
for the Sons and Craigen hitting the post late on. Manager Houston again expressed his obvious 
frustration at his side’s inconsistency and the failure to gather points from teams further down 
the League. He questioned the attitude of some players and felt that Stevie Aitken’s side were the 
hungrier team. It was an all-too-familiar story for Falkirk supporters.

A vital three points were won down at Palmerston and the goal from Kidd and a late penalty from 
Sibbald propelled Falkirk into second place, albeit having played more games than their immediate 
rivals. It was the first time Falkirk had won down in Dumfries with Peter Houston as manager 
and he enjoyed the moment. The 4–1 win at Somerset Park further underlined Falkirk’s play-off 
credentials and Nathan Austin was in unstoppable form. He scored twice and Ayr found him a real 
handful. Further goals came from Sibbald and Aird, to make the journey back up the M77 even 
more enjoyable.

BBC ALBA televised the next home game between Falkirk and Morton and the later kick-off 
meant that both sides knew what they needed to do. Hibs had been held at Easter Road by 
Dumbarton, while Dundee United had gone down 2–1 against Raith Rovers in Kirkcaldy. Morton 
did themselves a power of good with their 1–0 win thanks to a 79th-minute goal from substitute 
Kudus Oyenuga. Peter Houston had to undergo surgery 24 hours before the match, after a domestic 
accident on the previous Wednesday. 

There was a very unusual occurrence the following Wednesday evening with THREE Falkirk 
players/former players in an International squad. It wasn’t a Scotland side, but a Canadian one. 
Scott Arfield, Fraser Aird and Luca Gasparotto were included in the Canadian team which faced 
Scotland at Easter Road. The match ended in a 1–1 draw and Fraser Aird scored the goal for the 
Maple Leafs. Gasparotto was an unused substitute, but Arfield and Aird both played well.



It was Easter Road again on the following Saturday for another episode of the Hibs–Falkirk saga. 
Yet again, there was little to choose between the two sides and a draw would have been about right. 
There was another sting in the tail, but this time the late winner was celebrated by those in green 
and white, not navy blue. James Keatings scored in an officially recorded time of 90+2 minutes. The 
game really came to life in the final fifteen minutes after Craig Sibbald had equalised Efe Ambrose’s 
75th-minute opener. Hibs’ 2–1 win took them to the verge of promotion and both managers knew 
it. Falkirk’s only consolation was the news that Morton had lost at home to Dunfermline and their 
play-off chances hadn’t really been damaged. 

The play-off places had all but been sorted out and it was now a matter of the exact finishing 
positions. Dumbarton were proving real party-poopers and they saw off Morton with a 1–0 win, 
giving Falkirk a real chance of pipping them to second place. Substitute Lee Miller’s 71st-minute 
goal was enough to pick up all three points in a home win against Raith Rovers, but it wasn’t a 
great game. Dundee United had been beaten 4–2 at Palmerston. Falkirk just needed to look after 
their own games and not be distracted by results elsewhere. Next up was a real crunch game – 
Dundee United at Tannadice.

Falkirk were poor and didn’t really come to life until after Luke Leahy scored in 83 minutes to 
cancel out Simon Murray’s opening goal five minutes after the restart. The draw was enough to 
keep matters as they were, as Morton had held Hibs 1–1 at Cappielow. It was probably a better 
point for Falkirk than United and they even had a chance to score again late in the game when 
Shepherd’s left-foot effort came back off a post. Falkirk finished the stronger side and their fitness 
levels were impressive. 

Hibs were crowned champions on Saturday, April 15th, after their 3–0 win over Queen of the South 
at Easter Road. Falkirk meanwhile were held at home to a 2–2 draw by the vastly improved St. 
Mirren side. From a seemingly doomed position, Jack Ross had led his team to a position where 
escape from relegation was now a distinct possibility. For Falkirk, there were three games left 
to play and they were still in the box seat. They had clinched a play-off place, but wanted that 
runners-up position to reduce the number of games they would have to play in the end-of-season 
promotion marathon.

Dunfermline were beaten 2–1 at East End Park and there were more of the controversial refereeing 
decisions that seemed to occur in the games between the two sides. The home side led through 
a Nicky Clark goal after 35 minutes and looked to be in control when referee Duncan pointed to 
the spot after keeper Sean Murdoch and Myles Hippolyte clashed in the box. It looked a soft one 
and even manager Houston felt he’wasn’t sure’. To the neutrals, it looked like a dive.Worse was 
to follow when Pars substitute Lewis Martin was ordered off after only three minutes on the pitch 
for bringing down Hippolyte. East End Park erupted and the game was played out in a tense 
atmosphere. An unusual means of transport was used by the supporters of the Bishop’s Chair 
Supporters Club who travelled by sea from South Queensferry to Rosyth to reach East End Park in 
time for the game.

The nerves were showing with all the play-off hopefuls and Morton lost 3–1 at Dunfermline. 
Dumbarton continued to confound their critics with a battling 2–2 draw at Tannadice and Falkirk 
failed to convince in a nervous home encounter with Queen of the South. Stephen Dobbie yet again 
exposed defensive frailties and grabbed a headed equaliser with twelve minutes left to play. Fair 
play to Queens, who had nothing to play for, as they gave Falkirk a real game and in Dobbie a real 
striker who never gave up and deserved his two goals.

In the Falkirk F.C. Gala Awards, Craig Sibbald was voted Players’ Player of the Year and also picked 
up the Supporters’ Player of the Year prize. Luke Leahy’s goal against Dumbarton was selected as 
Goal of the Season. Tony Gallacher won the Young Player Award and there was recognition for the 
Falkirk F.C. Women’s Team members Nicola Reid and Gemma Paton.



Dumbarton would not have been the choice of opposition for the final League match of the season, 
but Falkirk secured runners-up place with a narrow 1–0 win courtesy of Nathan Austin’s goal. The 
720 Falkirk fans were tuned into events across the river at Greenock where United were visitors, 
but in the end the outcome of the Cappielow game was academic. Both sets of fans celebrated at the 
end – Dumbarton had survived in the Championship, and Falkirk were runners-up, earning a week 
off and two games fewer to play.

The first leg of the semi-final play-off game was to be played at Tannadice after United had seen off 
Morton in the first games 5–1 on aggregate. The match was televised live on BT Sport.

Tuesday May 16th 2017 At Tannadice Park
DUNDEE UNITED 2 FALKIRK 2
Murray, Spittal Craigen, McKee
Attendance: 7,034 Referee: B. Madden

Falkirk were not at their best – again ¬– but dug deeply to keep this 
tie alive and it was all to play for on the Friday night. Two defensive 
mistakes proved costly and there is no doubt that United panicked 
every time Falkirk broke forward. Falkirk looked the fresher side 
and United visibly tired in the latter stages, clearly feeling the effects 
of their two games against Morton. United lost ex-Bairn Murdoch 
after only eight minutes, and managed to take the lead through route 
one. Bell’s long kick-out was headed on by Mikkelsen for SIMON 
MURRAY to hit past Robbie Thomson. Falkirk were level within nine 
minutes, after Sibbald had played a ball out to McKee, who crossed a 
perfect ball for JAMES CRAIGEN to hit home.

United took the lead again after 53 minutes, when Grant and Gasparotto focused too much on 
Murray and left the unmarked BLAIR SPITTAL to score past Thomson from the edge of the 
box. Falkirk continued to chase and harry and forced United into mistakes. The equaliser came 
after Flood had fouled Austin, who had robbed Edjenguele, and a free kick was awarded.  Most 
people expected a cross into the box, but JOE McKEE had spotted Bell off his line and fired in an 
unstoppable effort from 30 yards out. Baird headed past Bell with ten minutes to play, but his effort 
was ruled out for offside. Falkirk finished the stronger side and United were hanging on. The match 
had been a really tense affair and both sides knew that the second leg would be a real battle.

DUNDEE UNITED: Bell, Murdoch (s. Dillon), Flood, Durnan, Edjenguele, Robson (s. Dixon), Kuate 
(s. Telfer), Spittal, Andreu, Murray, Mikkelsen.

Subs. Fraser, Nicholls, Zwick, Allardice.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Muirhead, Grant, Gasparotto, Leahy, Craigen, McKee, Kerr, Sibbald (s.  
Taiwo), Austin (s. McHugh), Miller (s. Baird)

Subs. Hippolyte, Aird, Watson, Rogers.

Friday May 19th 2017 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 DUNDEE UNITED 2
Craigen Murray, Dixon
Attendance: 7,926 Referee: K. Clancy

United won the match with a late killer goal after Falkirk fans were 
dreaming of another play-off final. JAMES CRAIGEN opened the 
scoring after ten minutes when he scored from 22 yards out with 
a low right-foot effort, which bounced off the insides of both posts 



before settling in the back of the net. Falkirk played the better football, but United looked more 
threatening in the final third. Mikkelsen had chances but couldn’t finish off some good moves and 
Ray McKinnon’s side seemed to be winning the midfield battles. Murray and Andreu were posing a 
real threat and there were genuine chances at both ends.

United introduced Telfer and Fraser and the tide was certainly turning in United’s favour. They 
equalised in 75 minutes, when SIMON MURRAY took advantage of an error in the defence to slot 
the ball past keeper Thomson. It had been a long ball down the middle and Muirhead let the ball 
bounce, only for Murray to pounce. United were suddenly energised and their winner came close 
to the end. Nicholls crossed and PAUL DIXON timed his run to the back post to perfection and 
sent a looping header over Thomson. The away end went wild with delight. On the night, United 
had dragged themselves back into a tie that had seemed lost and they somehow found the energy 
to progress. It was their fifth match in fourteen days and they completely floored Falkirk with that 
finish.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Muirhead, Watson, Gasparotto, Leahy, Craigen (s. Hippolyte), McKee (s. 
Taiwo), Kerr, Sibbald, Austin, Baird (s. McHugh).

Subs. Kidd, Aird, Miller, Rogers.

DUNDEE UNITED: Bell, Dillon, Durnan, Edjenguele, Dixon, Flood (s. Telfer), Kuate, Spittal, 
Andreu, Murray, Mikkelsen (s. Fraser, s. Nicholls).

Subs. Donaldson, Robson, Zwick, Allardice.

So ended a season that had so many highs and so many lows. The second-place finish was 
commendable and yet again the feeling was one of disappointment. Another season in the second 
tier was not an attractive proposition for ambitious players, and Falkirk had set the bar pretty high 
for a provincial club. A cup final and two runners-up places would have brought greater rewards 
in previous seasons. Yet in the cold, hard light of reality, Falkirk had fallen short. What was the 
ambition of the board of directors? What investment was needed? Could Falkirk take that extra 
step? Or maybe this was this as good as it got? Some of the answers were to come in the following 
season – and they were not easy to take.



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship Hibs
Scottish League One Livingston
Scottish League Two Arbroath
Scottish Cup Celtic
Scottish League Cup Celtic
Scottish League Challenge Cup Dundee United
F.A. Cup Arsenal
English Premiership Chelsea
English League Cup Manchester United

TRANSFERS IN
 
Luca Gasparotto (Rangers)
James Craigen (Raith Rovers)
Nathan Austin (East Fife)
Lewis Kidd (Q.O.S.)
John Rankin (Dundee United)
Kevin O’Hara (East Fife) loan return
Robbie Thomson (Hamilton)
Fraser Aird (Rangers)
Joe McKee (Carlisle)

 

TRANSFERS OUT
 
Blair Alston (St. Johnstone)
Graham Bowman (Stenhousemuir)
David Smith (Dumbarton)
Liam Dick (Stranraer)
Kevin McCann (Albion Rovers)
Alex Tokarczyk (Basingstoke Town)
Will Vaulks (Rotherham)
Kevin O’Hara (East Fife) loan
John Rankin (Q.O.S.)
Denzil Mehmet (Port Vale)
Liam Henderson (Cowdenbeath) loan 
Luke Leahy (Walsall)
David McCracken (Peterhead)
Bob McHugh (Morton)
Fraser Aird (Dunfermline)
Kyle Johnson (Released)
Cameron Eadie (Elgin)
Lewis McMinn (Stenhousemuir)
Danny Rogers (Aberdeen) loan return
John Baird (Inverness C.T.) 



CHAPTER ELEVEN – SEASON 2017–18
TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT

Scottish League Championship – 8th
Scottish Cup Quarter Final – lost 4–1 to Rangers (a) 4/3/18
Scottish League Cup Round 2 – lost 2–1 to Livingston (h) 8/8/17
Challenge Cup Quarter Final – lost to Inverness C.T.  (a) 11/11/17
Top League Scorer Longridge 8
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Jakubiak 2
Hat-tricks Hippolyte v Forfar League Cup 25/7/17
Biggest Win 6–1 v Dundee United (h) 6/1/18
Heaviest Defeat 4–1 v Q.O.S. (h), Inverness C.T. (a), Rangers (a)

Peter Houston started his third season as manager, and nobody could have predicted the turmoil 
that lay ahead for the club. There were the usual player movements, notably with Luke Leahy 
moving to Walsall and John Baird going to Inverness. Lee Miller was given a player-coach role at 
the club. There was a fair bit of speculation over the future of Craig Sibbald who had been on a trial 
with Luton Town, playing for the Hatters in Slovenia, and again in a friendly against Leicester City. 
There had been reported interest from Rangers, Celtic and Nottingham Forest over the past few 
months and a Falkirk contract was still on offer to the player.

Off the field, chairman Doug Henderson stepped down after two years in post and was replaced by 
Margaret Lang, who had been his deputy.

There was a confusing pre-season fixture in Hungary against MTE 1904 and Kevin O’Hara scored 
the only goal of the game. Few fans travelled due to the lack of clarity over arrangements. Nearer 
home, there were friendlies against Edinburgh City and East Stirling, which saw the usual plethora 
of substitutions and new faces trying to make an impression. One familiar face in the Edinburgh 
City team was Farid El Alagui, who was a free agent. 

The Betfred Cup had placed Falkirk in the same section as Stirling, Inverness, Forfar and Brechin, 
and there was real possibility of making progress. Rory Loy looked impressive in his return debut 
against Stirling and played a role in all four goals in a 4–1 win. Alex Harris scored his first goal for 
the club and there was no repeat of the previous Betfred slip-up against Albion. John Robertson was 
rebuilding the Inverness side he had inherited, and Falkirk did all the damage in the first half of the 
game in the Highland capital. Goals from McKee and Austin ensured Falkirk took all the plaudits 
in Inverness, and after a 4–0 home success against Forfar, the prospects of further progress in the 
cup looked good. Myles Hippolyte was the hat-trick hero and Falkirk topped their section with a 
100% record. The final game was against ex-Bairn Darren Dods’ side at Glebe Park and a 3–0 win 
took Falkirk through to the last 16 and a home tie against Livingston.

The League campaign started off with a visit to Paisley and a meeting with Jack Ross’s much-
improved side. Saints hadn’t won an opening-day fixture in eleven years and Falkirk took a big 
support of 1,138 through, confident of a win after such a good start to the season. In hindsight, 
there were warning bells ringing even then. It all started so well with Hippolyte scoring after 
only two minutes, and Falkirk looked to be on course for a big win. Even before the dismissal of 
Aaron Muirhead in 77 minutes, Saints were in control and had taken a 3–1 lead. Falkirk played as 
individuals and there seemed to be a lack of teamwork. The Betfred successes seemed miles away, 
and there was a reminder that the standard of play in the Championship was of a higher calibre 
than that encountered to date. 

There was to be no further progress in the Betfred Cup after Livingston scored in extra time to 
record a 2–1 win and a place in the quarter-finals. Falkirk’s defence looked shaky again and it was 



very much a physical battle. Already there were injuries to the senior players and some played in 
the game despite carrying injuries. Livingston brought Falkirk down to their level and their style 
of football was basic but effective. It was not a game to attract new spectators, but the West Lothian 
side were now guaranteed a purse of £60,000 for reaching the quarter-finals. 

Boos rang round the ground after a dismal 1–1 home draw against Dumbarton, and manager 
Houston shared the frustration felt by the fans. Falkirk were far from convincing and the players 
seemed to be at a loss to explain their lack of form. It had not been a good week for the club and 
there were certainly grounds for concern. The number of goal-scoring chances that were missed 
was concerning and it had taken a Hippolyte penalty to cancel out Dumbarton’s opening goal from 
on-loan striker Ally Roy from Hearts. Some fans had watched ‘The Game from the Crane’ hoisted 
above the stadium courtesy of Horizon Crane Hire, but is doubtful if the game looked any better 
from their lofty perch.

After a 3–1 defeat at East End Park, Falkirk joined Brechin and Inverness at the foot of the table 
with a solitary point from the opening three matches. It was the first time in six years that the Pars 
had ended on top, and the fact that Sibbald and Miller had been red-carded only compounded the 
misery. Falkirk’s defence looked fragile and the team never recovered from the loss of two goals in 
the opening eleven minutes. Manager Houston accused his players of being ‘as soft as putty’, and 
threatened disciplinary action against Sibbald and Miller. The boss repeated his assertion that the 
young players were not yet ready to break through into the first team. Yet again, Falkirk fans turned 
out in numbers to back their team, and yet again they were badly let down. Things were not going 
according to plan at the club. Something needed to change, and quickly.

Change did come – but not for the better. A real horror show against Queen of the South confirmed 
the worst fears of supporters – this team was not good enough.

Saturday August 26th 2017 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 4
Gasparotto Dobbie 3, Kerr
Attendance: 4,108 Referee: C. Steven

Falkirk were booed off at half time and also at full time by 
those who had remained in the half-empty stands after a 
completely abject performance saw them leave the park 
shell-shocked, unable to comprehend what had happened to 
them. It was an awful showing and lacked shape, belief or 
conviction. A season that had started so well with League Cup 
section success was spiralling out of control and any thought 
of a play-off challenge seemed a million miles away. At this 
rate, it would be a relegation battle instead and there were few 
signs of a recovery on the horizon.

Falkirk were a goal down after only two minutes, when JASON KERR headed home and Queens 
went in 2–0 up. STEPHEN DOBBIE added a second goal four minutes before half time, when 
he volleyed home a Dykes cross, which gave keeper Thomson no chance. Falkirk had looked 
rudderless and the fans left them in no doubts about what they had been watching. Worse was 
to come and, within 15 seconds of the restart, STEPHEN DOBBIE made it 3–0 with a tremendous 
curling left-footed shot into the roof of the net from the edge of the box. 

The sky seemed to be caving in on Falkirk when Gasparotto brought Dykes down in the box 
and referee Steven pointed to the spot. Up stepped STEPHEN DOBBIE to convert the kick and 
signal a mass exodus from the home support.  A late header from LUCA GASPAROTTO was of 
little consolation and not too many Bairns fans were left to enjoy the moment. Something was 



radically wrong with the team and there were nagging doubts over the ability of the players and 
management to find a solution, and quickly.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Muirhead, Watson, Gasparotto, Gallacher, McKee, Taiwo, Craigen (s. Austin), 
Harris, O’Hara, Loy (s. Blues).

Subs. Stowe, Kerr, J. Mitchell, Shepherd, D. Mitchell.

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH: Martin, Fordyce, Brownlie, Kerr, Marshall, Rankin, Jacobs, Tapping (s. 
Murray), Dykes (s. Fergusson), Kane (s. Lyle), Dobbie.

Subs. Stirling, Leighfield, Mercer, Bell.

A 2–1 win against Sligo Rovers in the Challenge Cup was played in a downpour at the 
Showgrounds and might have acted as some reassurance for the 80 or so supporters who made 
the trip across to Northern Ireland. It was essential to build on this improvement, especially as the 
next game was a trip to Brechin, whose team had already been comprehensively beaten 3–0 in an 
early-season League Cup tie. Falkirk were denied their first league win with a late goal by City’s 
Finn Graham. It had all looked promising for Falkirk after Alex Harris opened the scoring on the 
quarter-hour mark after good work from Loy, but they failed to drive on and City realised that 
they were still very much in the game. Both sides had chances to score a winner late in the game. 
Sibbald for Falkirk and Graham for Brechin were both denied by outstanding saves and a draw was 
probably about right. Falkirk were on the ropes towards the end of the game and Darren Dods’ side 
looked keen and eager. These were worrying signs for the Bairns.

Those who feared a bad result against title favourites Dundee United were relieved to come away 
with a share of the points in a drab 0–0 draw. It was a poor game and both sides looked nervous, 
scared of making a mistake. There was little in the way of attacking constructive football and shots 
on target were a rarity. Still, it was a point gained, but the League table still had an ominous look to 
it. Falkirk only had three points after six games, and were already ten points behind early leaders 
Dunfermline.

Drastic action was taken after a 2–0 home defeat at the hands of Livingston and manager Peter 
Houston was sacked afterwards. Fans’ reaction to the defeat was clear – they had lost faith in the 
team and the management and the Bairns’ boss knew it.  Seven games without a win told its own 
story and the players were locked in the dressing-room for an hour afterwards. The manager knew 
that the pressure from supporters could change the minds of directors and he was right. 

His dismissal came after such a promising start to the season with the early Betfred Cup successes, 
but the league form was unacceptable for a club with such ambitions, and with such a proud 
record in the previous seasons. Peter Houston had brought play-offs and a Cup Final in his three 
seasons and deserves great credit for that. He was always open and honest in his assessments of 
matches and was a popular figure with fans and the media. Like so many former Falkirk players 
who returned to the club in a managerial capacity, it didn’t end well, but that should not cloud the 
fact that he achieved so much and brought so many good memories to the supporters. Some of the 
games under his stewardship, especially the encounters with Hibs, will be spoken of for a long time 
to come.

Alex Smith was placed in temporary charge – again – and his first game saw the first win of the 
season. Morton were beaten 1–0, thanks to a superb free-kick strike form Joe McKee against his 
former club, and Falkirk looked much harder to beat. It wasn’t the greatest of games, but the three 
points were invaluable. Lee Miller and Mark Kerr were assisting Alex Smith and Mick McArdle, the 
Forth Valley Academy chief, as part of a four-man management team. 



There were allegedly over 100 applications for the Falkirk vacancy, and the decision was taken 
to award the job to Paul Hartley, the former Alloa and Dundee manager, who later told a 
somewhat shocked press gathering that he had NOT applied for the job at all. The final short-leet 
was apparently down to Jim McIntyre and Paul Hartley. Alex Smith and his management team 
remained in place for the visit of Dunfermline in the Challenge Cup.

Dunfermline didn’t look to be firing on all cylinders, were missing players through injury and 
International duty, and the game lacked the usual derby edge between the clubs. Goals from 
Conrad Balatoni and Myles Hippolyte eased Falkirk through to the quarter-final stages. Keeper 
David Mitchell was stretchered off with a bad knee injury, which turned out to be a dislocated 
kneecap,  and he was taken to hospital. The Pars were a huge disappointment and the dismissal of 
Dean Shiels, following his long-running feud with McKee and O’Hara, added to the frustration for 
their supporters.

The interim management team had steadied the ship and Mark Kerr in particular seemed to be 
revelling in his new role. At the final whistle, the crowd chanted ‘There’s Only One Alex Smith’ 
and the veteran manager appreciated their acknowledgment of a job well done. Mick McArdle had 
also proved his worth and Paul Hartley was taking over a team in better shape than he maybe had 
thought.

There was no ‘new manager bounce’ in his first game in charge – a poor 0–0 draw at home against 
Inverness – and Falkirk were extremely lucky to escape with a point. Inverness missed a barrow-
load of chances and ex-Bairn John Baird could easily have added to his tally. Falkirk hadn’t won at 
home since April and the new manager admitted that it just wasn’t good enough. 

There was no instant success as another goal-less draw followed when table-topping St. Mirren 
came calling. A draw was probably about right, although Jack Ross’s side almost snatched a 
winner at the close when keeper Robbie Thomson saved well from Cammy Smith. The League 
table showed that Falkirk were still in trouble, with eight points from ten games, and were in the 
relegation play-off place. Brechin City looked already doomed to the drop. Robbie Thomson’s 
assertion that Falkirk would catch up with the League leaders once they found their scoring boots 
was not an opinion shared by many of the Falkirk fans.The 0–0 scorelines were costing points and 
cash income, as there was to be free entrance for friends of season-ticket holders if the previous 
game had finished without a goal.

The mini-revival ended with a 4–2 defeat at Palmerston, where the damage was done early on. 
Goals from Dobbie and Dykes in a three-minute spell just after the quarter of an hour mark rattled 
the Bairns. They never really recovered, and the two late goals in the last 15 minutes from McKee 
and McGhee gave the scoreline a much better look. Cieran Dunne made an impressive debut, but 
long-suffering Falkirk fans realised that their team was struggling. Paul Hartley acknowledged the 
task ahead and admitted that the performances hadn’t been good enough.

Saturday November 5th 2017 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 1 DUNFERMLINE 1
McGhee Higginbotham (pen)
Attendance: 5,465 Referee: C. Thomson

Both sides wore poppies on their shirts in remembrance of past 
conflicts, but there was no love lost between the two ‘enemies’ 
in this hard, and at times, very physical encounter. KALLUM 
HIGGINBOTHAM gave the visitors the lead after 28 minutes, 
when he scored from the spot after Cieran Dunne had brought 
Nicky Clark down. The ex-Bairn seemed to be hyped up for the 
game, and many managers might have withdrawn the player at 



the break to save him from the inevitable red card that was coming his way. Ten minutes into the 
second half, he elbowed Joe McKee and Craig Thomson had no hesitation in sending him off. He 
had already been booked for a rash challenge on debutant Louis Longridge and the Dunfermline 
protestations that McKee had over-reacted didn’t impress the officials. Falkirk were on level terms 
in 64 minutes when JORDAN McGHEE scored from a free kick after Shiels had fouled Dunne. 

Pars keeper Murdoch didn’t exactly cover himself in glory as he attempted to save and the excuse 
that he would have saved it if the game had been played on grass didn’t impress too many 
reporters. Declan McManus was sent off for pushing Muirhead, who had stopped a breakaway by 
Shiels, as the game threatened to spiral out of control. The tackles flew in and Callum Morris could 
easily have joined Higginbotham and McManus in the dressing-room when he grabbed Miller. 
Another chapter in the history of Falkirk–Dunfermline encounters ended with referee Thomson 
facing a busy weekend compiling his disciplinary reports for the SPFL.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Muirhead, McGhee, Watson, Balatoni (s. Craigen), Kerr, McKee (s. Loy), 
Hippolyte (s. Austin), Dunne, Miller, Longridge.

Subs. Gasparotto, Harris, O’Hara, Mutch.

DUNFERMLINE: Murdoch, Williamson, Morris, Ashcroft, Talbot, Higginbotham, Shiels, 
Wedderburn, Cardle (s. Mvoto), McManus, Clark (s. Aird).

Subs. Smith, Gill, Splaine, Martin, Ryan.

There was a worrying gap opening up at the foot of the table. Falkirk were now four points adrift of 
Dumbarton and had only won one of their twelve matches. 

A cold, wet and miserable Armistice Day up in Inverness ended with a narrow 1–0 defeat, and 
Falkirk’s interest in the Challenge Cup was over. Only 1,078 fans turned out to watch the televised 
match, which kicked off at an awkward time on a Saturday night, and in a competition that failed 
to catch the imagination of the paying public. 

Csaba Laszlo was the new manager at Tannadice when Falkirk arrived on Sunday, November 19th, 
and his charges gave him an excellent start with a 3–0 win. All the goals were scored in the first half 
and Falkirk were woeful. Paul Hartley described his team’s performance as ‘totally unacceptable’ 
and said his team ‘were out-thought, out-fought, out-ran and out-played’. Those who made the trip 
up to Dundee would have agreed. Only keeper Robbie Thomson prevented a real hammering and 
there were worrying signs that Falkirk were sinking into a relegation battle. 

Worse was to come when Jim Duffy’s side left Falkirk with all three points after an easy 3–0 win. 
Only Inverness and Dumbarton were within catching distance and Paul Hartley had now gone six 
games without a win. There was no discernible difference after the change of management. There 
had been a clear-the-air meeting between players and management, but there was no obvious 
positive outcome. Something was radically wrong, and there were rumours of player discontent, 
especially among the senior members of the squad. The upcoming AGM focused on accounts and 
balance sheets, but supporters were more concerned with matters on the park. At full time in the 
Morton game, there were few left in the home stands, and the targets for criticism were the players, 
the management – and the board. Falkirk were in trouble.

December 2017 saw the worst winter weather for some time, and games were postponed over 
a three-week period. Falkirk’s games against Inverness (twice) and Brechin were called off and 
the next game in a testing season was a trip to face Livingston on Tuesday, December 19th.  It 
was another stalemate but there was a noticeable improvement in attitude and determination 
in the Falkirk ranks. The return of Craig Sibbald lifted the team and there was no doubting the 
commitment.



Dumbarton maintained their eight-point advantage over Falkirk, when the teams shared a point 
each in a 0–0 draw two days before Christmas. Neither side really mastered the windy conditions 
and Falkirk badly needed a goal-scorer. The Old Year ended with the first home League win of the 
season – a 3–2 success against Queen of the South. Falkirk led 3–0 at one point and had to weather 
a spirited comeback from Gary Naysmith’s side. Peter Grant, Miles Hippolyte and Louis Longridge 
had given the ideal start, but danger man Stephen Dobbie pulled one back right on the stroke of 
half time with a curling free kick. Jason Kerr scored a second in the closing seconds, but it was a 
case of too little too late. 

New Year 2018 saw a trip over the Forth to face old foes Dunfermline on January 2nd and there 
were some new faces in the Falkirk line-up. Debuts were given to Sean Welsh, Tommy Robson 
and Andy Nelson, while Lee Miller and Mark Kerr were dropped from the squad. The match was 
a huge let-down, with the home side winning 2–0 with goals by Clark and McManus. Yet again, 
Falkirk were roared on by an impressive support but after-match reports in the tabloids were full of 
stories of fake eyeballs being thrown on to the pitch after the game. The incident didn’t reflect well 
on a section of the support and attracted lots of negative publicity, which the club didn’t need.

Mark Kerr and Lee Miller were to move on and many had hoped that there might have been a 
coaching role for them at the club. Both players were very popular with the fans who appreciated 
the service they had given in their two spells at the club. It was a sad end to their time at Falkirk, 
and both went on to prove that they still had something to offer. Their affection for the club was 
obvious to everyone who knew them.

MARK KERR

Mark Kerr had been playing for Falkirk teams since he was a boy and he showed great promise. He 
first appeared in the league side as a 17-year-old and his energy and passing skills caught the eye. 
His first spell at Falkirk lasted from 1998 to 2003 and he was transferred to Dundee United for a fee 
reported to be £80,000, where he was reunited with former Bairns manager Ian McCall. 

In 2000–01 he had been voted Young Player of the Year and the award 
was well deserved. Mark took a circuitous route back to his first club and 
had spells at Pittodrie, Dunfermline, Dundee, Partick Thistle and Queen 
of the South. He also played in Greece with Asteros Tripolis where he 
earned many plaudits.

His honours included a First Division winner’s medal with Falkirk in 
2001–03 and a League One winner’s medal with Ayr. At Tannadice, he 
was on losing sides in both the Scottish Cup and League Cup.

His International honours include a cap at Under-21 level against Poland 
and a Scotland ‘B Cap’ also against Poland.

MARK KERR  FALKIRK CAREER
League Games            193 (16)                            League  Goals  8         
League Cup Games      16 (2)                               League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games     9                                      Scottish Cup Goals 0
Challenge Cup Games 8 (3)                                  Challenge Cup Goals 1

LEE MILLER

Lee Miller showed great promise as a young player, and was soon attracting the attention of 
English clubs. During the Bairns trip to the Czech Republic, it became obvious that it was a matter 
of when, not if, he would be moving on. He had played at Falkirk from 2000 until 2003 and was 
voted SFL Young Player of the Year for 2002–03. Lee played a leading role in helping the club to the 



League title. Bristol City was his next club and he moved there for a 
reported fee of £325,000 on July 23rd 2003. 

He returned to Scotland, initially on loan with Hearts before Dundee 
United paid £225,000 to secure his transfer. At Tannadice, he won the 
first of three Scotland caps, against Japan. He then moved to Pittodrie 
where he won two more Scotland caps, against Argentina and Japan 
again. Scotland won the Kirin Cup and Lee was in that squad.

Middlesbrough took him back South for a reported fee of £600,000 but 
it wasn’t a total success and he spent time on loan at Notts County and 
Scunthorpe. He was captain of the Carlisle side that were relegated to 
League Two and Lee returned to Scotland on a two-year contract with 
Kilmarnock.

His second spell with Falkirk was noted for his valuable appearances as a substitute, and his 
experience and aerial prowess set up many goals. He was getting involved in coaching and 
helped out in the interim management before the appointment of Paul Hartley. Lee moved on to 
Livingston, and he was given a warm welcome on his first return to the Falkirk Stadium after his 
move.

LEE MILLER FALKIRK CAREER
League Games                        98 (39)  League  Goals   43
League Cup Games             .   5 (7)  League Cup Goals  3
Scottish Cup Games                8 Scottish Cup Goals  3
Challenge Cup Games            5 (1)  Challenge Cup Goals 2

Expect the Unexpected? Even the most fanatical of Falkirk fans could not have predicted the 
outcome of the next game – a visit from Dundee United.

Saturday January 6th 2018   At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 6   DUNDEE UNITED 1
Longridge 2, Grant, Robson, Tumilty, Kidd King
Attendance: 5,326   Referee: N. Walsh

Manager Csaba Laszlo was shell-shocked as he faced the press after the game and seemed to be at a 
loss to explain the outcome of a game that defied all logic and pre-match predictions. He described 
the performance as unacceptable and, while admitting that you can lose games, he added ‘but not 
like this’. United took the lead after six minutes through BILLY KING after good work by Keatings, 
and it seemed like another heavy Falkirk defeat was on the cards. The form book was duly ripped 
up as Falkirk produced a stunning performance that defied logic and sent Bairns fans home with 

a smile on their faces for the first time in ages. In truth, it could easily 
have been more, and ex-Bairn Tam Scobbie gave an honest summary of 
the game in the press conference afterwards, and he didn’t care if it was 
quoted or not.

Falkirk had hit the post and bar before PETER GRANT drew his side 
level when he headed home a cross from Longridge. Four minutes from 
the break, Falkirk took a deserved lead through REGHAN TUMILTY, 
who scored his first Falkirk goal after great work down the right by 
Kidd. United simply fell apart and their support started to drift away 
as their midfield was over-run and their defence played as if they had 
only just met. Falkirk tore forward at every opportunity and played 
their best football for a long, long time. LOUIS LONGRIDGE made it 
3–1 in 57 minutes and he was outstanding throughout the game. Falkirk 



added a fourth goal through TOMMY ROBSON and the away end emptied, having seen enough. 
Those who remained sat shaking their heads in disbelief as LOUIS LONGRIDGE added a fifth goal 
with over a quarter of an hour left for play. It was an amazing show of attacking football, and when 
LEWIS KIDD finished off a combined move from Longridge and Sibbald in the closing minute, the 
home support rose as one to acclaim their heroes. It would go down as one of the best games in 
recent memory, and all the better because it was so unexpected. It had been a tough week, but this 
result gave real hope that Falkirk just maybe could catch Dumbarton and reach safety. They were 
now only three points behind the Sons, with a game in hand.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Muirhead, Grant, McGhee (s. Watson), Tumilty, Kidd, Taiwo (s. Welsh), 
Robson, Sibbald, Nelson (s. Loy), Longridge.

Subs. McKee, Harris, Craigen, Mutch.

DUNDEE UNITED: Lewis, Robson, Quinn, Scobbie, Mason, Slater (s. Lyng), Flood, Keatings (s. 
Chalmers), Stanton, King (s. Smith), McDonald.

Subs. Durnan, Ballantyne, Allardice, Mehmet.

Another unexpected result came with the delayed fixture against Inverness, but this time Falkirk 
were on the receiving end of a heavy beating. John Robertson’s team won 4–1 against a hugely 
disappointing Falkirk side. The game was virtually over by half time with Inverness 3–0 up and 
coasting. The contrast from the previous Saturday was huge and Falkirk looked a shadow of the 
side that had demolished Dundee United. 

Craig Sibbald’s 20th-minute goal was enough to secure all three points against Morton at rain-
lashed Cappielow, while Dumbarton had lost 2–0 at home to League leaders St. Mirren. Falkirk 
were now on level terms with Dumbarton, and looked to have improved considerably. The new 
signings had impressed and next up was a Scottish Cup tie at the Tony Macaroni Stadium in 
Livingston. A stoppage-time goal by Reghan Tumilty, who scored with a deflected volley from 
Louis Longridge’s cross to the back post, ensured Falkirk progressed into the last 16. Lee Miller 
came on as a substitute for David Hopkin’s side and was given a good reception by the Falkirk 
supporters.

Livingston hadn’t trained properly for two weeks due to the adverse weather and lacked shape. 
Falkirk were heading to Aberdeenshire to face either Formartine or Cove Rangers, and the 
ambitious Highland League sides would be taken seriously, whichever one won through.

Falkirk were out of the danger zone for the first time all season after a comfortable 3–1 over 
Inverness at the Falkirk Stadium on January 27th. It took two penalties from Aaron Muirhead to 
boost the goal tally, but the turning point was the stupidity of Jake Mulraney who was shown two 
yellow cards in the space of three minutes just before half time. 

Falkirk had transferred Tony Gallacher to Liverpool earlier in the day and were hopeful that the 
teenager might earn some additional transfer income with sell-on clauses written into the contract.

Both Dumbarton and already-doomed Brechin lost, and Falkirk fans were hopeful that the pressure 
was now off and further league progress was just round the corner. Hopes were dashed when 
Livingston came calling and gave Lee Miller a chance to say his farewells to the Falkirk crowd. The 
two sides had already met five times and there had been three encounters in the past seven weeks. 
Familiarity was obviously breeding contempt in a rough-and-tumble first half, where a stalemate 
looked inevitable. Livingston were 3–0 up before Falkirk started to play. Alex Jakubiak, on loan 
from Watford, had replaced Tom Taiwo and scored his first goal for the club but it was too late to 
rescue the game.



The striker was on target again in the rearranged game against Brechin City on the Tuesday night, 
and Falkirk won 3–1. Darren Dods had nothing but praise for his part-timers, who had given a 
good account of themselves, and were far from being the worst team in the League on this showing. 

The tricky Scottish Cup tie at Harlaw Park, Inverurie was safely negotiated and an early goal from 
Jakubiak settled any nerves. Cove Rangers hadn’t lost a Highland League game since December 
2016 and played like a side who would find their way into the SPFL sooner rather than later. Cove 
had their moments and it was far from one-way traffic. Their equaliser came seconds after the 
opening Falkirk goal and in Mitch Megginson they had a striker of real menace. It took a much-
improved second-half performance to kill off Cove, and the two goals from Sibbald and Jakubiak 
in the space of five minutes just after the restart gave the scoreline a flattering look for Falkirk. It 
was never that easy on a tight, narrow park and the 800 or so Bairns fans headed home relishing the 
prospect of a quarter-final tie.

It took a last-minute winner from Jakubiak to see off ten-man Brechin City at Glebe Park and it 
wasn’t a game to live long in the memory. Brechin were struggling after referee Aitken sent off City 
substitute Aron Lynas, who had only been on the park for three minutes, after a wild challenge on 
Tom Taiwo. Falkirk had played three more games than Dumbarton, but they were now sitting on 29 
points, and supreme optimists pointed to the fact that they were only seven points off the play-off 
places. That was maybe a bit too much to hope for, but a dream is a dream.

When Dumbarton staged a backs-to-the-wall display in a 0–0 draw in Falkirk, reality kicked in. 
Both posts and the crossbar came to the rescue as Falkirk hammered the Dumbarton defence but 
couldn’t find a way through. If it had been a boxing match, the towel would easily have been 
thrown in, such was the dominance of one side.The second half produced more of the same and 
Sons keeper Gallacher produced a string of great saves to deny the home side. It could have been 
worse, though, as ex-Bairn Mark Stewart missed a great chance to score right at the end, after 
Hazard had blocked an effort from Liam Dick.

Sunday March 4th 2018 At Ibrox Stadium
RANGERS 4 FALKIRK 1
Cummings 3, Muirhead (o.g.) Muirhead
Attendance: 33,968 Referee: C. Thomson

Jason Cummings scored his first career hat-trick on an on-loan spell 
from Nottingham Forest to send Falkirk out of the cup. Rangers 
opened the scoring after 16 minutes when JASON CUMMINGS 
took a good pass from Candeias to slot past the advancing Thomson 
with a rising shot from a tight angle. Three minutes later came a 
moment of controversy when Muirhead was lucky to escape a red 
card after aiming a low blow towards Bates which left the Rangers 
player struggling for breath. Falkirk drew level through AARON 
MUIRHEAD, who diverted a Sibbald shot beyond Alnwick without 
knowing too much about it.

It took Rangers a matter of seconds to restore their lead and again 
it was JASON CUMMINGS who celebrated after firing a low shot 
from a Halliday cross past Thomson. Falkirk rallied and enjoyed 
their best spell of the game. Rangers looked vulnerable at crosses and 
Longridge had some real chances, especially from a free kick that 
forced Alnwick into making a good save. Falkirk were right back in the game when tragedy struck 
just a minute before the break. A quickly taken free kick saw the ball played across the six-yard box 
and, with Cummings and Morelos both lurking, AARON MUIRHEAD inadvertently turned the 
ball past his own keeper.



Rangers dominated the second half and would have scored more had it not been for some woeful 
attempts at finishing by Morelos. The home side’s dominance was rewarded when JASON 
CUMMINGS scored his third goal with 15 minutes left to play, tapping in from close range after 
Thomson had blocked another poor effort from Morelos.

Falkirk had played well in stages of the game and maybe the 4–1 result was a bit harsh on them. 
Jason Cummings had a game to remember and must have relished facing Falkirk. Falkirk had been 
brave, resolute, adventurous at times, but were ultimately outclassed.

RANGERS: Alnwick, Tavernier, Alves, Bates, Halliday, Docherty, Goss (s. Holt), Candeias (s. 
Miller), Windass (s. Dodoo), Cummings, Morelos.

Subs. Herrera, Hodson, Martin, Foderingham.

FALKIRK: Thomson, Tumilty, Muirhead, Grant (s. Harris), McGhee, Robson, Longridge, Taiwo (s. 
McKee), Sibbald, Nelson, Jakubiak.

Subs. Kidd, Blair, Loy, Watson, Hazard.

The remaining games were all about consolidating the league position and a 3–1 home win over 
Morton took the team into the dizzy heights of seventh place. Another point was picked up after a 
0–0 draw at Livingston, where the highlight was a fall on the touchline by the home manager David 
Hopkin, who was trying to boot the ball in frustration after a free kick was awarded against his 
side. 

Falkirk picked up three more vital points against a Brechin City side that had been reduced to 
nine men before half time and did well to limit the damage in the second half. The 3–0 win was 
comfortable enough, but it was a strange game in freezing cold conditions and there wasn’t much 
satisfaction in beating nine men, but the points all counted.

The 2–2 draw at Palmerston extended the unbeaten run to seven games, but the two dropped 
points meant that any faint hopes of a play-off challenge had well and truly disappeared. Bairns 
fans were left pondering what might have happened if Nelson and Jakubiak had been playing since 
the start of the season as they looked a very useful combination indeed.

Dunfermline won 2–1 at the Falkirk Stadium and Falkirk only really started to do themselves 
justice when they were 2–0 down – a case of too little too late. To rub salt into the wound, it was 
two former Falkirk players who scored for the Pars – Higginbotham and Aird. Andy Nelson took a 
really bad blow in the face, which required hospital treatment and his season was over.

A dull and miserable night up in the Highland capital ended with a stark reminder that the season 
was not yet over and another club, John Robertson’s Inverness, had now put clear blue water 
between themselves and Paul Hartley’s team. Falkirk were unlucky in this match and there was no 
lack of effort.

Thomas Mikkelson’s 7th-minute goal was enough to earn United all three points at Tannadice and 
take the home side within touching distance of a play-off spot.  It was a terrible game and Falkirk 
had opportunities to score but couldn’t take them. Realistically, Falkirk were going to finish in 
eighth position and ensure Championship safety. 

The season ended with three wins and the final League table saw Falkirk an amazing 17 points 
ahead of one-time chasers Dumbarton and three behind Morton. Two late goals in the last seven 
minutes at Paisley, from Joe McKee and Craig Sibbald, ensured it was mathematically impossible 
for the club to be forced into a relegation play-off place. 



Falkirk thumped Dumbarton 5–2 thanks to a second-half blitz and the team were clearly playing 
without any pressure whatsoever. They looked a good side and you were left wondering what 
might have been. Dumbarton were clearly focusing on the upcoming play-offs and had no answer 
to Falkirk’s powerful second-half showing.

The end of the season came with a 1–0 home win over Jack Ross’s champions. Alex Smith led 
the team out – a fitting acknowledgment of his mentoring role at the club.  He was emigrating to 
Australia and he had proved a popular figure with all Falkirk fans. It was a late winner from Ryan 
Blair that secured all three points in a game that didn’t really mean anything to either club. Falkirk 
had survived, but players, supporters and anyone connected with the club didn’t want to repeat 
the experience of flirting with relegation again. Manager Paul Hartley said, ‘We’ve managed to 
stay in the division, but we don’t want to be in this position again. It’s not a nice feeling in terms 
of scrapping down at the end of the table. We have to make changes, there’s no doubt about it. The 
building started about two months ago and we have to build a better squad than the one we had 
this year.’

It remained to be seen just what kind of squad was to be assembled. Several players had arrived 
on loan and were due to return to their clubs. Others were out of contract, and might move on. 
Louis Longridge and Sean Welsh were already leaving and there were reports of several new faces 
arriving soon.



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship St. Mirren
Scottish League One Ayr
Scottish League Two Montrose
Scottish Cup Celtic
Scottish League Cup Celtic
Scottish League Challenge Cup Inverness C.T.
F.A. Cup Chelsea
English Premiership Manchester City
English League Cup Manchester City

TRANSFERS IN
 
Alex Harris (Hibs)
Rory Loy (Dundee)
David Mitchell (Dundee)
Robbie Mutch (Aberdeen)
Jordan McGhee (Hearts)
Conrad Balatoni (free agent)
Louis Longridge (Hamilton)
Reghan Tumilty (Ross County)
Tommy Robson (Sunderland)
Sean Welsh (Partick Thistle)
Andrew Nelson (Sunderland) loan
Ryan Blair (Swansea) loan
Adam Jakubiak (Watford) loan
Conor Hazard (Celtic) loan

 

TRANSFERS OUT
 
John Baird (Inverness C.T.)
Kyle Turnbull (Linlithgow)
Lewis Small (Camelon)
Fraser Aird (Dunfermline)
Lewis McMinn (Stenhousemuir)
Cameron Eadie (Elgin)
Liam Henderson (Elgin)
Scott Shepherd (Elgin) loan
Luca Gasparotto (Morton) loan
Nathan Austin (Inverness C.T.)
Conrad Balatoni (Torquay)



CHAPTER TWELVE – SEASON 2018–19
THE STUFF OF NIGHTMARES – RELEGATION

Scottish League Championship – 10th. Relegated
Scottish Cup Round 3 – lost 4–2  to Stenhousemuir (a) 24/11/18
Scottish League Cup Did Not Qualify
Challenge Cup Round 2 – lost 1–0  to Connah’s Quay (h) 8/9/18
Top League Scorer Rudden 12
Top Scottish Cup Scorer Paton, McKee 1
Hat-tricks None
Biggest Win 3–0 v Q.O.S. (h) 2/2/19
Heaviest Defeat 3–0 v Q.O.S. (h) 25/8/18

During the pre-season there was an impressive display in Callendar House entitled ‘A Fan’s View’, 
which gave a flavour of the club’s history, combining memorabilia from personal collections. It 
served as a reminder of a fascinating past, but also as a stark contrast with current times. People 
looking over the reasons for Falkirk’s successes in the past saw key themes emerging – successful 
combinations of youth and experience and the recruitment of iconic players who gave the club 
great times to remember. Throughout the club’s history the recruitment of players was the crucial 
factor. Season 2018–19 was to prove disastrous and took the club back to the dark days of the mid to 
late 70s and early 80s. The root cause of the decline was ineffective player recruitment.

Richard Mitchell was appointed as Head of Recruitment and he was based in England. The 
strategy seemed to be one of signing players whose careers had been drifting after early promise. 
The early arrivals of Tom Dallison, Dennon Lewis, Leo Fasan and Patrick Brough were the first 
examples, and Paul Hartley said of Lewis, ‘He comes highly recommended to us and Richard 
Mitchell.’ In the modern football world, agents play a crucial role and they will obviously do their 
best to ‘recommend’ players. While the quantity of recruits was probably essential, the systems for 
assessing the quality were unknown. 

Craig Sibbald had been a Falkirk first-team player since 2011 and moved to Livingston after playing 
over 250 first-team matches for his home-town club. 

CRAIG SIBBALD

When Craig Sibbald first appeared in the senior side back in 2011, there 
were signs that the slightly-built youngster possessed rare talent and ability. 
He played three times for Scotland Under-16s and twice for the national 
Under-17 side. He was above all a Falkirk fan and it was his dream to play 
for his local club. ‘I am a Falkirk fan and always will be. I’ve been at the club 
since I was eight years old and managed to live my dream of becoming a 
professional footballer playing for the team I grew up supporting. I felt for 
my career I needed to take myself out of my comfort zone and test myself to 
progress as a footballer.’ Few begrudged him his move after he had several 
trials at clubs, most recently with Luton Town. 

The ultimate destination of Livingston was surprising, as some had felt he would move to a bigger 
club. The fee was undisclosed and he joined up with Lee Miller at the West Lothian club. His 
Falkirk career was a huge success and some of his performances earned him Man of the Match 
status. Falkirk supporters always saw him ‘as one of our own’ and he was the youngest player to 
become a member of the Hall of Fame when he played in his 200th first-team game.



CRAIG SIBBALD FALKIRK CAREER

League Games              200 (13)                        League  Goals  31          
League Cup Games     . 17 (2)                          League Cup Goals 1
Scottish Cup Games     .16                             Scottish Cup Goals 5 
Challenge Cup Games  11 (4)                       Challenge Cup Goals 1

Pre-season preparations were thrown when a proposed friendly with Cefn Druids was cancelled 
due to the Welsh side’s Europa League involvement, and a game against Newport County suffered 
a similar fate. New Saints from Wales won 2–0 on June 29th, before Aberdeen won 1–0 in a friendly 
played at Gayfield in Arbroath. The only home friendly fixture was a game against Airdrie which 
resulted in a 3–2 win and Alloa were beaten 2–1. Ambitious Cove Rangers won 1–0 with a late 
Smith-headed goal at Montrose’s Links Park ground.

The season proper started with the Betfred Cup and Falkirk were in a section with St. Johnstone, 
Montrose, Forfar and East Fife. While the Perth side were expected to progress, the opening 
day defeat for Falkirk at home to Montrose was an early indication of troubles that lay ahead. 
Nine players were making their competitive debuts for the Bairns and the result was a big 
disappointment. ‘There’s no excuse. We have worked in pre-season on how we want to play,’ said a 
disappointed Falkirk manager. 

It was early days, but the performance in a 2–0 home win over Forfar the following Tuesday was 
less than convincing. Forfar were the better side in the first half and there were audible boos at half 
time as the players trooped off. Falkirk could easily have been two goals in arrears and the Loons 
had missed a penalty when Robbie Mutch pulled off a double save from Jamie Bain. Falkirk finally 
took the points when Dennon Lewis scored, but it was only in the 83rd minute that the game was 
sealed with a Petravicius lob. It had been a nervous performance and there was a lot of work to be 
done, and the players and fans knew it.

With St. Johnstone beating Falkirk 1–0 at McDiarmid Park, the final game against East Fife in Methil 
was almost meaningless, and only 670 watched the game. Two goals from Dylan Mackin earned 
Falkirk a 2–1 win, and ensured the runners-up place in Group B. Falkirk were far from the finished 
article and the number of changes in personnel was clearly a factor. For example, from the fourteen 
players involved against St. Johnstone, only three had been at the club in the previous season – 
Muirhead, Robson and O’Hara.

The League campaign started with a disappointing home defeat by Inverness. The contrast in 
personnel was stark, with Inverness relying on continuity while Falkirk fielded a team of new 
recruits. Nine Bairns were making their league debuts, and many fans struggled to identify the 
players in navy blue. Manager Paul Hartley felt referee Steven McLean had cost Falkirk a point 
after disallowing a seemingly good goal in Scott Harrison’s header from an Andrew Irving free 
kick. Few would have agreed with the manager’s comment that his team had been ‘excellent’ and 
that there had been ‘some really strong displays’. Inverness had the better chances in the closing 
stages.

There were real concerns after the 2–1 defeat at Firhill against another team who were struggling to 
find some early season form. The Maryhill club paid tribute to the late Davie McParland before the 
kick-off. He had been a great player and manager for the Jags and was highly regarded within the 
game.

Many of the 670 Bairns fans at the match were struggling to identify with their new-look side, let 
alone recognise them, and the late goal from Rees Greenwood failed to mask the fact that this side 
was going to struggle against better-quality opposition. Repeated management assurances that the 
team would get better and were underperforming did not sound entirely convincing. 



The first success of the season came with a 2–1 Challenge Cup win over Rangers Colts at Forthbank 
Stadium in Stirling. Goals from Lewis and Harrison gave Falkirk a 2–0 half-time lead and they 
looked comfortable until late in stoppage time when a young Rangers player called Zak Rudden 
scored a consolation goal for the Ibrox side. Next up was a visit from Queen of the South and a 
chance to register the first League points of the season.

Saturday August 25th 2018 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 0 QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 3
 Dobbie 3
Attendance: 4,026 Referee: S. Reid

For the first time in many a long year, many previously 
loyal Falkirk fans walked out on their team at half time. 
The South Stand started to empty after 39 minutes 
when STEPHEN DOBBIE  scored his second goal 
having outpaced and out-fought Harrison, and when 
he completed his hat-trick with a quarter of an hour left 
to play, there were real and genuine protests against the 
players and management. It wasn’t just the ease with 
which the veteran striker was cutting Falkirk’s defence 
apart, it was the fact that he could have scored many more. 
On another day, Falkirk could have been on the receiving 
end of a record score for the new stadium. 

Queens hadn’t recorded a win until this match, but they took the lead after eleven minutes when 
STEPHEN DOBBIE volleyed home after a quick throw-in by Mercer. Dobbie was having a field 
day against a woeful Falkirk rearguard and passed up a series of good chances. Falkirk were awful 
and looked like a team of strangers who had only just met. Many seasoned campaigners rated this 
horror show as one of the worst-ever showings from the club and the lack of ability was alarming. 
Basic skills were missing and there seemed no fighting spirit or willingness to play for the jersey. 

The honesty of captain Aaron Muirhead was commendable as he stated he was embarrassed by 
the outcome of the match and conceded that it could easily have been 10–0. Dobbie was a 35-year-
old veteran, but he had played like a youngster with enthusiasm, sharpness and ability, qualities 
sadly lacking in the Falkirk side. It was a day to forget and it was to prove a defeat too far for Paul 
Hartley.

FALKIRK: Fasan, McGhee, Muirhead, Dallison, Harrison (s. Petravicius), Paton, Owen-Evans (s. 
Froxylias), Irving (s. Greenwood), Russell, Haber, Lewis.

Subs. Kidd, Sammut, Robson, Mutch.

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH: Martin, Mercer, Semple, Doyle, Marshall, Todd (s. Bell), Jacobs, Harkins 
(s. Ivison), Stirling, Dykes, Dobbie (s. Watson).

Subs. Tremble, Murray, Leighfield.

Paul Hartley had been in charge for 40 games, winning 16 and losing 16. He had been successful 
at Alloa and, initially, at Dundee. He managed to keep the club in the Championship after the 
dismissal of Peter Houston in October 2017, but his 2018 summer recruitment was to prove his 
undoing. Sixteen new players arrived, mainly from the lower leagues in England, and there were 
real concerns about the quality and ability of some of them. The board had sanctioned the complete 
overhaul of the playing squad and many supporters questioned the strategy and quality of the 
recruitment. Falkirk were now in a serious situation, seeking their third manager in less than a year. 
The club faced two tricky away games against Ross County and early pace-setters Ayr United. They 



hoped that a new manager could come in, turn sixteen players, none of whom he had signed, into a 
team and get away from the bottom of the league before it was too late.

Rumours abounded of potential replacements as manager and the names included Jim Duffy, 
Jim McIntyre and Ian McCall, the Ayr United manager. McCall decided to stay at Somerset 
Park and the Ayr club were quick to end the speculation over their manager’s future career. 
Interestingly enough, they were quoted as saying that ‘Falkirk Football Club acted impeccably 
in the conversations we had regarding our manager Ian McCall’. McIntyre was believed to have 
turned down the post as well. The final choice surprised many in the game, and Ray McKinnon 
was revealed as the new man in charge. He had only been at Morton for three months and had 
been appointed at Cappielow on a rolling twelve-month contract at the end of May. Gordon Young, 
who had been Paul Hartley’s assistant, took charge of the side for the away game in Dingwall 
before leaving to become assistant to Mixu Paatelainen with the Latvian national side. McKinnon’s 
departure was not well received in Greenock, and the local paper ran an inflammatory article and 
picture which led to several Morton fans buying up every available dummy snake from local joke 
shops. The move to appoint McKinnon was to prove costly for Falkirk, and there were conflicting 
accounts of how the deal had been brokered. Falkirk claimed that they had acted properly and 
within the rules, but Morton deemed otherwise and successfully pursued their case through SPFL 
channels.

Ross County won 2–0 at Victoria Park and Ray McKinnon watched from the stands. He must have 
wondered what he had taken on as his new charges were well off the pace and barely troubled a 
confident Staggies side whose win took them to the top of the table. Gordon Young had felt that the 
effort and application were there as he spoke to Falkirk TV at the final whistle. He felt that there 
had been too much criticism of ‘young players away from home and playing in men’s football 
for the first time’. If that was the case, then supporters were entitled to ask why they had been 
recruited in the first place. Four defeats from four games was not satisfactory, and there was an 
audible protest from a section of the support directed towards the board of directors and the chief 
executive. 

Connah’s Quay Nomads recorded their first-ever competitive win in Scotland when they won 1–0 
at the Falkirk Stadium in the Irn Bru Challenge Cup. They were a very physical side and their goal 
came just after the restart when Wilde headed home. Ray McKinnon put on a brave face after the 
game, claiming there were ‘plenty of positives’. Just over 1,600 Falkirk fans would have been hard-
pressed to find any. 

Saturday September 15th 2018 At Somerset Park
AYR UNITED 3 FALKIRK 2
(Shankland, Geggan, Kidd (o.g.) Rudden, Petravicius
Attendance: 2,250 Referee: A. Newlands

The half-time scoreline must have raised a few eyebrows around the 
grounds when it was announced that Falkirk were leading Ayr by two 
goals to nil. The Honest Men rallied in the second period and a devastating 
spell of three goals in 17 second-half minutes ensured all three points were 
staying in Ayr. Falkirk looked a much-improved side in the opening period 
and silenced the home fans with some clever play.  ZAK RUDDEN opened 
the scoring after 18 minutes, when he converted a cross from Petravicius.  
DEIMANTAS PETRAVICIUS himself took advantage of hesitation by Ayr 
keeper Murdoch to add a second goal seven minutes later and a real shock looked to be on the 
cards. It was a different story after the break and manager McKinnon blamed his players for not 
following instructions.

Ayr’s top scorer LAWRENCE SHANKLAND pulled a goal back three minutes into the second half 
and sparked a rally in his team. Ayr piled on the pressure and Harrison blocked a Crawford effort 



which looked net-bound. In 63 minutes, Jamie Adams knocked the ball down for ANDY GEGGAN, 
who fired in an unstoppable half-volley which gave Fasan no chance. Ayr were a different side and, 
two minutes later, they took the lead. Another effort from Shankland was deflected into their own 
net by a combination of LEWIS KIDD and Bairns keeper Leo Fasan to shatter the hopes of the away 
support. Paul Paton almost equalised with a great 25-yard effort but Doohan clawed the ball away 
to safety. Paton, who had one of his best games so far, came over to apologise to fans at the end of 
the game. Rudden looked impressive on his first start and lacked nothing in terms of eagerness and 
willingness to fight for every ball.

AYR UNITED: Doohan, Kerr, Rose, Geggan, Moffat (s. Moore), Crawford, Forrest (s. McDaid), 
Adams, Shankland, Murdoch (s. Bell), Smith.

Subs. Hare-Reid, McGuffie, Ferguson, Docherty.

FALKIRK: Fasan, Muirhead, Harrison, Dallison, Brough, Kidd (s. Haber), Paton, McKee, Irving (s. 
Lewis), Petravicius (s. Froxylias), Rudden.

Subs. Sammut, Robson, Mackin, Mutch.

There was to be no instant solution to the problems facing the club, and Dundee United left with all 
three points after a comfortable 2–0 won at the Falkirk Stadium. Csaba Laszlo was fighting to save 
his job after unimpressive draws against Alloa and Morton, but his side were rarely tested in this 
match. Keeper Leo Fasan was badly at fault for the opening goal when he missed a cross from Aird 
and Safranko headed home. Falkirk missed good chances, notably Petravicius and McKee, and 
they were made to pay five minutes before the whistle when Curran headed home. There was some 
sympathy for the new Bairns boss as he was unable to make any radical changes to a team that 
was simply not good enough until the January transfer window. Played six, lost six. It was already 
looking like there was a long, hard season ahead.

The first win of the season came on the following Saturday with a 2–0 win at Alloa thanks to two 
goals from Zak Rudden. It wasn’t pretty to watch, but the three points were vital. Almost half of 
the crowd were Falkirk supporters and the predominant feelings at full time were those of relief. A 
defeat in that game would have been unthinkable. There was already an ominous gap at the foot of 
the table and Alloa and Falkirk were five points adrift.

Falkirk fans knew that dark times lay ahead when Dunfermline visited and won 2–0 with ease. The 
gulf between the sides was clear for all to see, and the scoreline could easily have been much more 
embarrassing. Manager Ray McKinnon knew it, and he made a double substitution at half time, 
changing the shape of the team in the process. There was no fight, no passion and no commitment 
from those in the navy-blue jerseys, and even diehard Pars fans struggled to explain the alarming 
decline in the Falkirk side. The match ended with ex-Bairn Myles Hippolyte scoring a last-minute 
clincher for the visitors and underlining the fact that his former team were always second best, all 
over the park. It was the poorest Falkirk display against their bitterest rivals for a long, long time. 
Next up was a trip to Cappielow and a strong police presence was needed for the Falkirk manager.

Morton fans gave their former boss a torrid time and there were plenty of rubber snakes being 
dangled from the terraces as the teams emerged. A4 red cards with the word ‘Judas’ had been 
issued by the local paper, which did little to ease tensions. Spectators were stopped from bringing 
newspapers into the ground – surely a first in Scottish football? McKinnon insisted that the 
opinions of the Morton support might change once the full facts behind his departure emerged, but 
the game was played out in a nervous, edgy atmosphere. Former Falkirk super-sub Bob McHugh 
scored the winner after 76 minutes to rub salt into the wounds. Falkirk had struggled after referee 
Beaton had sent keeper Leo Fasan off for bringing down Michael Tidser. News of Alloa’s home win 
over Partick Thistle made the journey back home even more miserable. The League table didn’t 
make for pretty reading.



Queen of the South won 2–0 in Dumfries and for once talisman Stephen Dobbie didn’t score against 
Falkirk. He missed a penalty – and the ensuing rebound – thanks to a great double save by keeper 
David Mitchell. Mitchell was in outstanding form and kept the score down on several occasions. It 
was a comprehensive defeat and Falkirk looked like a side that had lost all confidence. 

Tuesday, October 30th 2018 was a landmark occasion for the team. They scored their FIRST  home 
League goal of the season – and that against high-flying Ross County, for good measure. The 
reshaped team, with five at the back, looked much better and it was a big improvement on recent 
outings. County were streets ahead in terms of possession and shots on goal, but it was a good 
point against an impressive Dingwall side who looked like a team determined to return to the top 
flight. Their main rivals, Ayr United, were the next visitors to Falkirk.

It was a case of ‘needs must’ as Ray McKinnon set up another defensive formation to try to contain 
the side leading the league. Ross County were held 2–2 in the Highland derby game in Inverness, 
and Ian McCall’s side opened up a three-point gap after a narrow 1–0 win in Falkirk. It took a 
goal from Craig Moore after 51 minutes to secure the win in a game that was not a great spectacle. 
Defensively, Falkirk were solid, but they lacked any real threat up front and the main aim seemed 
to be to frustrate Ayr’s prolific front line. Ayr keeper Ross Doohan wasn’t called into any real action 
and it looked as if Falkirk were trying to gain one point at a time until there was an opportunity to 
strengthen the side in the transfer window. It wasn’t great entertainment, and it wasn’t a game for 
the purists.

Few would have given Falkirk a prayer for the trip across the Forth Bridge to Dunfermline and 
another meeting with the Pars. 

Saturday November 10th 2018 At East End Park
DUNFERMLINE 0 FALKIRK 1
 Rudden
Attencance: 5,762 Referee: A. Dallas

Most of the 5,762 crowd left East End Park wondering how on earth Falkirk 
had managed to take all three points from this game. It was a classic smash-
and-grab routine after the home side had frittered away enough chances 
to win two or three games. Dunfermline started as though they meant 
business, obviously remembering the poor performance from the Bairns in 
the previous encounter between the two sides. Ryan had two good chances 
and Hippolyte was very close to finishing off a cross from Keenan. Hippolyte went even closer 
with a dangerous free kick, which was only inches away from opening the scoring. Falkirk were up 
against it and a goal seemed inevitable. 

Falkirk improved after the break and Paton hit the bar to give the away support some hope. Keeper 
Robinson spilled the ball and Irving should have done better. With the game still scoreless, Falkirk 
fans wondered if this would be their lucky day. With 71 minutes on the clock, ZAK RUDDEN 
scored the vital goal with an impressive 30-yard strike from outside the box, which left keeper 
Robinson well beaten. The Bairns defence held out and the unlikely heroes of the day were 
Harrison and Paton – so often the target for criticism. 

The away support was tremendous, especially considering the team’s position and they shouted 
and sang their hearts out. It was a great three points, albeit unexpected but welcome all the same. 
The gap to Partick was only two points and the pair were to meet next in Falkirk.

DUNFERMLINE: Robinson, Williamson, Ashcroft, Devine, Longridge, Higginbotham (s. 
Muirhead), Thomson, Martin, Hippolyte (s. Connolly), Keenan (s. El Bakhtaoui), Ryan.

Subs. Vincent, Gill, Craigen, L. Martin.



FALKIRK: Fasan, Harrison, McGhee, Brough (s. Dallison), Paton, Kidd, Buaben, Irving, Robson, 
Petravicius, Rudden.

Subs. Sammut, Lewis, Dumbuya, McKee, Haber, Mutch.

The 1–1 draw against Gary Caldwell’s side didn’t really help the cause, but Thistle looked a far 
better side than their lowly league position suggested. They did well to recover from the loss of 
keeper Cammy Bell in the warm-up and were on top for long periods of the match. Falkirk clearly 
played on the counter-attack and manager McKinnon made no apologies for the style of play, 
claiming he needed to ‘play in a certain manner’ at the moment. With four players missing from 
the squad, a point was maybe not too bad an outcome. Things were looking a bit better, or so the 
Falkirk fans thought.

Saturday November 24th 2018 At Ochilview
STENHOUSEMUIR 4 FALKIRK 2
McBrearty 2, Dickson, McGuigan Paton, McKee
Attendance: 2,050 Referee: A. Newlands

There were at least 1,500 Falkirk supporters in the ground to 
witness an awful performance against a managerless team at the 
foot of League One and see their side lose to their lowly neighbours 
for the first time since January 1936. For any neutrals in the crowd, 
it must have made for an enthralling encounter, with goals, spills, 
tackles – and a dash of post-match controversy for good measure.  

It had all started so well for Falkirk, with the Warriors seemingly 
overawed by their opponents, especially after PAUL PATON had 
scored from close range after only seven minutes’ play. 18 year-old 
CONOR McBREARTY, on loan from St Mirren, scored twice in the 
space of four minutes to give the home side a 2–1 lead. His two 
headers showed the flaws in the Falkirk defence, but he took them 
well. JOE McKEE pulled one back three minutes before the break to 
send the teams in level.

Stenhousemuir added further goals from SEAN DICKSON and MARK McGUIGAN to seal an 
unlikely, but deserved, win and earn them a tie against Aberdeen. Falkirk had been found out, 
especially in defence and midfield, against Colin McMenamin’s side, and were simply not good 
enough. It ranks as one of the worst defeats in recent years and showed just how ineffective the 
summer recruitment had been. You have to be positive and attack-minded to win a cup tie and 
against part-time opposition Falkirk were not. The players and manager were lost for words to 
explain their embarrassment. The away support were not. It was simply unacceptable.

STENHOUSEMUIR: Smith, McBrearty, Neil, Donaldson, Gibson, Paton (s. Reid), Ferry, Dickson (s. 
Halleran), Cook, Duthie, McGuigan (s. Vaughan).

Subs. McMenamin, McMinn, Garcia Tena.

FALKIRK: Fasan, McGhee, Muirhead (s. Dallison), Brough, Kidd, McKee, Paton, Irving (s. 
Sammut), Robson, Petravicius, Lewis.

Subs. Dumbuya, Russell, Jarvis, Mitchell.

There were reports that Dennon Lewis had been racially abused by a section of the Falkirk 
support at the match and the club promised a full investigation. A statement on the official website 
confirmed: 



‘The club are desperate to find the vile culprits and have appealed for witnesses to come forward. 
Falkirk FC is extremely disappointed to learn of racist abuse directed at Dennon Lewis by its own 
supporters during Saturday’s match against Stenhousemuir. As a club, we wholeheartedly condemn 
the abuse received by Dennon and will work to identify those responsible. The individuals in 
question were in the Main Stand of Ochilview Park on Saturday and anyone with any information is 
urged to contact the club on 01324 624121 in strictest confidence.’

There were lengthy investigations by the club and the police, but allegedly there was no conclusive 
proof that there been ‘racial abuse’. The statement attracted widespread media attention and served 
to create tension between the support and the board. Many supporters felt that they were all being 
penalised for the alleged actions of a few. After the eyeball incidents at Dunfermline and this reported 
‘racial abuse’, it was not a good time to be Falkirk supporters who simply wanted to follow their 
team.

Falkirk moved off the foot of the table for the first time with a surprising 3–2 win up in Inverness 
on the day Thistle lost 1–0 in Dumfries. It was good to see Dennon Lewis, on as a late substitute, in 
and amongst the 200 or so Bairns fans celebrating Scott Harrison’s 93rd-minute winning goal. Zak 
Rudden’s two goals had given Falkirk hope, after another poor start when Inverness had scored after 
only six minutes. 

Alloa again proved a real handful and merited their point from a 2–2 draw at the Falkirk Stadium. 
Falkirk fell back into bottom place after they squandered a two-goal lead when goals from Petravicius 
and Paton looked to have put them on course for a win. Jim Goodwin’s side had played well and 
they were more than capable of taking points of the so- called ‘bigger teams’ in the league. Paul 
Paton’s after-match quote was to prove prophetic. ‘If the boys don’t get their finger out, we will be 
relegated.’ By the close of December 2018, that was starting to look like a distinct – and frightening – 
possibility.

There had been an unbeaten five-match league run, but after the goal-less draw at home against 
Morton, defeat at Tannadice followed. Paul Paton’s dismissal in 64 minutes didn’t help the cause and 
Robbie Neilson’s side went some way to erasing the memories of their previous home match – a 5–0 
hammering at the hands of Ayr United. For Falkirk, the hopes were being pinned on some shrewd 
acquisitions in the January transfer window, and exodus of ineffective players and maybe a collapse 
by one of the part-time sides. The hopes were hanging by the proverbial thread when Dunfermline 
visited for the last game of the Old Year on December 29th. There was a dream start when Joe McKee 
opened the scoring after only two minutes’ play. That was as good as it got. The Pars won 4–2 
and the Falkirk support had had enough. So had their manager. In an admirably honest and frank 
assessment, he said, ‘Thank God it’s January. I’ve tried to protect the squad all the way through to 
here but now there will be a lot of players not going to play for Falkirk again. It’s up to us to rebuild 
and turn things around.’

It was a humiliating end to the year, and there were audible calls for those responsible to be held to 
account. If the players had run out of time, then the supporters had run out of patience. Calls for the 
board to be sacked and officials to be removed ensured it would be far from a Happy New Year down 
Westfield way. Had Falkirk hit rock bottom?

The New Year started with a new-look Falkirk side and the gamble seemed to have paid off when Ayr 
were beaten 1–0 at Somerset Park. Six of the seven new recruits were in action in the game, although 
one only appeared as a last-minute substitute. Ray McKinnon was hoping for four more new 
players in an attempt to rescue a desperate situation. It was a massive indictment of Paul Hartley’s 
recruitment policy and would surely have an adverse effect on the forthcoming end-of-year accounts. 
The turnover of players was unprecedented and it must have been difficult for the fusion of old 
and new to take effect. Ayr hadn’t lost since October and this result was a real ‘coupon-buster’. Zak 
Rudden’s goal after 56 minutes was simplicity itself after keeper Doohan spilled a long-range shot 
from Ross MacLean. Ayr badly missed the presence of their top scorer Lawrence Shankland, who was 
out with an Achilles injury.



The battle of the bottom two ended all square at Firhill and Jags boss Gary Caldwell was raging at 
the performance of referee Andrew Dallas, who he described as ‘arrogant’ after he had dismissed 
Gary Harkins for a foul on MacLean. It was indicative of the decline of two once-proud clubs, who 
had Premiership ambitions, that they were facing the real prospect of relegation and that drastic 
action was being taken to avoid that scenario by rebuilding their playing squads. The sharing of the 
points did neither side any real favours and they were seeing a gap opening up between Alloa and 
themselves. 

January 2019 ended with a return to the bottom of the League. After Thistle saw off Queen of the 
South at Firhill, Falkirk could only draw 2–2 at home to Inverness. In truth, it could have been 
worse, as referee Munro seemed to ignore a blatant handball by Bairns defender McKenna, who 
blocked a McCauley drive. The new-look side had gone through January without losing, but results 
elsewhere meant that it was going to be a long haul to escape from the bottom of the League. The 
manager was bullish and claimed that ‘the players are gelling and we will get there’.

Saturday February 2nd 2019 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 QUEEN OF THE SOUTH 0
Keillor-Dunn, Edjenguele, Petravicius
Attendance: 4,538 Referee: G. Duncan

Some fans feared the worst when the team faced the Dumfries side 
again and there were still painful memories of the first encounter 
of the season when Stephen Dobbie led a one-man demolition 
job and ended the tenure of Paul Hartley. After only 55 seconds, 
Dobbie almost started again but a fine save by Burgoyne denied 
him. Falkirk took the lead after eight minutes, when DAVIS 
KEILLOR-DUNN scored with a neat header from a Dixon cross. 
Falkirk looked a much better side and could have extended their 
lead, but Keillor-Dunn shot over the bar after good work by 
Rudden.

The second goal did come and it was another debutant who got 
it – WILLIAM EDJENGUELE, on loan from Dundee United. 
He headed home a McShane free kick to give keeper Martin 
no chance. Falkirk were reduced to ten men after Keillor-Dunn 
picked up two yellow cards in quick succession and left his side 
to see out the final 18 minutes.The team rallied well and managed 
to increase their lead three minutes after the dismissal through 
DEIMANTAS PETRAVICIUS.

It was a good all-round effort and gave real grounds for optimism with Rudden benefiting from the 
support around him. Despite his red card, Davis Keillor-Dunn looked to be a useful player and for 
once, the headlines in a Falkirk–Queens game were not all about that man Dobbie. The reality of 
Falkirk’s plight sank in when news of Thistle’s win in Inverness confirmed that Falkirk, despite that 
encouraging showing, were still bottom of the league.

FALKIRK: Burgoyne, McGhee, Edjenguele, McKenna, Dixon, Petravicius (s. Todorov), Paton, 
McShane (s. Waddington), Osman, Keillor-Dunn, Rudden.

Subs. Kidd, Robson, McKee, Mitchell.

QUEEN OF THE SOUTH: Martin, Mercer, Fordyce, Maguire, Marshall, Stirling, Jacobs, Wilson (s. 
Murray), Aird (s. McGrath), Dobbie, Dykes.

Subs. Irving, Leighfield, Bell.



It was a real struggle at the foot of the table and Falkirk’s 2–1 win in Alloa lifted them into eighth 
place. The improvement in form continued with a 1–1 home draw against Dundee United and a 
late goal from McKenna earned a precious point. Falkirk were unbeaten in two months, but there 
were too many draws to see a significant rise up the table. The vocal support was reminiscent of 
better days and they appreciated the effort being put in. Falkirk Mark 2 was a big improvement on 
the original version, and again underlined the folly – and the expense – of the recruitment during 
summer 2018.

BBC Scotland showed the Morton game live and the atmosphere was slightly less toxic than in 
the previous visit. Falkirk remained unbeaten, despite the dismissal of Paul Dixon for a second 
bookable offence. It was end-to-end stuff but not always pretty to watch. A battle indeed, but there 
was no denying the commitment of the players. Falkirk fans tried to avoid a battle of another kind 
after the game, when buses were targeted by a group of home supporters.

TV viewers were treated to another episode of the Great Survival Chase the following Friday when 
Ayr were the visitors on a night of high winds and heavy rain. Two goals from Jordan McGhee 
earned another three valuable points and there couldn’t have been a bigger contrast between his 
goals. One was a ferocious drive into the top corner, the other was one of those ‘did he mean it’ 
cross/shots. Keeper Burgoyne was in super form and he was easily the best player on the park. 
To be still unbeaten in 2019 was a considerable improvement, but there was not yet clear blue 
water between Falkirk and the chasing pair of Thistle and Alloa. Queen of the South, however, had 
slumped badly and looked to be a possible candidate to join the strugglers.

Ross County won 2–1 in Dingwall and Falkirk started poorly. There had been a treacherous journey 
North and when the side did finally get going they caused the League leaders a few problems. 
A late red card for County’s Grivosti and a converted penalty for Falkirk by McShane made it a 
tight finish and the Staggies fans knew they had been in a game. They now led the table by eleven 
points and looked a certainty to take the title. There was a very interesting article in the following 
morning’s Press and Journal under the Supporter’s View heading. It expressed amazement at the 
decline in Falkirk’s fortunes and questioned the validity of the policy of scrapping the Academy. 
It was very perceptive and offered an analysis of the club’s current plight from an outsider’s 
perspective. It read:

‘The short-termism reminded me of some of County’s transfer strategies from four to five years 
ago. Thankfully County have got away from that way of thinking and hopefully the investment 
and the youth structure will continue to bear fruit.’

Press and Journal, March 13th 2019

The relegation showdown between Falkirk and Partick Thistle ended 1–1 and the result didn’t do 
either side much good. It was the only game in the Championship to survive the atrocious weather 
and the artificial pitch proved to have been a valuable asset. Falkirk looked jaded and the game was 
a poor one. Some Falkirk supporters started to fear the worst – that the club wasn’t going to get out 
of the dogfight and that the early damage would prove to be the deciding factor. 

Zak Rudden played for Scotland Under-19s in a 3–1 win against Turkey Under-19s and scored 
the opening goal for Billy Stark’s side. He impressed again when he scored a hat-trick against 
Cyprus, but Scotland failed to qualify by the narrowest of margins. Rudden’s form in his loan 
spell at Falkirk had been impressive and his energy levels, determination and enthusiasm were 
commendable. Despite the club’s lowly league position, he featured in the top scorers charts.

News of Will Vaulks winning his first Welsh cap was appreciated by Falkirk fans, who knew he 
was destined for bigger things. He made his debut against Trinidad and Tobago and laid on a last-
minute winner for Ryan Giggs’ side.



The ‘200 Days War’ was apparently ended when Morton and Falkirk reached agreement on Ray 
McKinnon’s move from Cappielow to Falkirk. Relationships between the two clubs were damaged 
and there was a tense period when claims, counter-claims, fines, appeals and complaints were 
lodged here, there and everywhere. Only those directly involved knew who said what to whom 
and when, but the entire episode did little to convince outsiders that the football ‘industry’ 
operated along conventional business, industrial and commercial lines. For Falkirk F.C., it had 
proved a costly business and would add further financial pressure on the accounts.

A goal-less stalemate in windswept Inverness was not what was needed as March ended, but it 
was a point nevertheless. Another draw followed at snow-covered Palmerston on Tuesday night 
and the game had one of the most bizarre endings ever seen by many supporters. Falkirk took a 
lead deep into injury time, when Davis Keillor-Dunn scored a penalty after a handball by Lyndon 
Dykes. Cue mayhem in the Falkirk ranks as supporters, players and management thought they had 
taken all three points. The scorer was then sent off for removing his shirt in celebration – his second 
offence of the game. There were about 450 Bairns fans ready to head home with three extremely 
vital points when Queens were awarded a penalty with the softest of decisions.There had been 95 
minutes played when Dykes was allegedly fouled by Edjenguele in the box and Dobbie converted 
the resulting penalty kick. The fans were stunned at the end and could hardly believe what they 
had seen. Only referee Barry Cook saw anything in the ‘challenge’ by Edjenguele that could have 
been interpreted as a foul, but the extra, extra time that was played could well have been added on 
by the delayed restart after Keillor-Dunn’s celebrations. 

That was a bitter blow, but an even worse setback came on April 5th with a visit from Alloa. Jim 
Goodwin’s part-timers won 2–1 to send shock waves round the ground and increase the fears that 
relegation was now a distinct possibility again. The Wasps provided the proverbial sting in the 
tail with Jordan Kirkpatrick’s 86th-minute winner, but in truth many at the game saw it coming. 
Alloa had beaten Ross County the previous Saturday and had shown more grit, determination, 
enthusiasm and commitment than Falkirk. 

An away win against Dunfermline showed that there was still all to play for, but Alloa continued 
their remarkable progress with a 1–0 win over Queen of the South. Falkirk again carried a bit of 
luck as they had done on their previous visit to East End Park, and Burgoyne had also saved a 
penalty kick. There were probably five teams, separated by only four points, who were becoming 
increasingly nervous as the number of games was running out. 

A 2–0 home defeat by Morton dropped Falkirk back to the foot of the table and Ray McKinnon 
underlined the seriousness of the situation with two games left for play. ‘There’s no sugar-coating 
it, we deserved nothing out of the game. We were outplayed. To a man we were off it, we needed 11 
players bang at it and we got the complete opposite.’ Few Falkirk fans would have disagreed with 
his analysis. There were more than 5,000 at the game and they deserved a lot, lot better than this. 
This was maybe the game when the dream of survival died.

Dundee United won 2–0 at Tannadice and had an easy afternoon. A section of the Falkirk support 
were vociferous in their opinions of the board and management of the club and kept up a constant 
barrage of criticism, much of it personal and targeted. The performance of the Falkirk players left 
much to be desired and they didn’t look like a side scrapping for their Championship survival. It 
was all down to a final-day showdown at the Falkirk Stadium and a clash with already promoted 
Ross County. It was all about other results as well, and Falkirk needed Ayr to beat Alloa and leave 
Falkirk with a play-off chance of survival.

Saturday May 4th 2019 At the Falkirk Stadium
FALKIRK 3 ROSS COUNTY 2
Rudden, McKenna, McGhee Stewart, Vigurs
Attendance: 4,682 Referee: S. MacLean



Only a win would do – and even then Ayr HAD to beat 
Alloa if the Championship status was to be preserved. 
Queen of the South might have been caught as well, 
depending on their result at home to already-safe Partick 
Thistle. There was a surreal atmosphere at the game and 
the home support knew that their club’s fate was not 
entirely in their own hands. Radios and mobile phones 
were checked at regular intervals, fearing the news from 
Somerset Park. Falkirk certainly gave it a go and played 
with a carefree style that had been sadly lacking all season. 
ZAK RUDDEN opened the scoring after 27 minutes when 

he tapped home a reverse pass from Aaron Jarvis. Playing with two up front certainly gave a better 
goal threat, and Falkirk looked a much better side than of late. County were perhaps in holiday 
mode, but they equalised 13 minutes after the break with an on-target header by ROSS STEWART. 
Meanwhile, at Ayr the scores were level at 1–1, with top scorer Shankland having cancelled out an 
opening goal by Shiels.

County went into a 2–1 lead through IAIN VIGURS and it looked all over bar the shouting. 
Credit to Falkirk for refusing to buckle, and two goals in the space of two minutes, by CIARAN 
McKENNA and JORDAN McGHEE, gave a flicker of hope. Partick were winning 3–0 in Dumfries 
and Alloa were holding on in Ayr.

It was a tense way to end a disappointing season and the feeling at the end was one of stunned 
shock. Had it really come to this? There were angry scenes at the end with fans venting their anger 
at the board and officials of the club. The protests continued after the game and some of the scenes 
brought little credit on the support. Falkirk were relegated – on goal difference from Queen of the 
South – and the club faced a season in what was becoming known as the Seaside League. 

FALKIRK: Burgoyne, McGhee, McKenna, Edjenguele, Robson, McShane, Osman, MacLean (s. 
Waddington), Dixon, Jarvis (s. Lavery), Rudden.

Subs. Kidd, Todorov, Brough, O’Hara, Fasan.

ROSS COUNTY: Fox (s. Munro), Fraser, Semple, Kelly, McManus, Lindsay, Vigurs (s. Gallagher), 
Spence (s. Paton), Armstrong, Stewart, Graham.

Subs. Murray, Gardyne, Mullin, Wallace.

In hindsight, the damage wasn’t done on that final day, but much, much earlier. Nine wins from 
36 games was a poor return and indicated that Falkirk were simply not good enough. The January 
emergency repair job carried out by Ray McKinnon stopped the rot, but too many draws were to 
prove a problem. The closure of the Academy to focus funding on the first team and the recruitment 
from the English leagues had been a massive gamble and had backfired in disastrous fashion. 
Falkirk had no income from cup runs, no million-pound prospects from the Academy and would 
now be playing against teams whose away support might arrive in a minibus or two. The cost of 
relegation was calculated by some as being around the £500,000 mark and there was real anger 
within sections of the support. There were genuine tears at the end from some fans to see their club 
in this state and few took comfort from the manager’s post-match comment, ‘We need to rebuild 
and get the playing squad far better than it is now.’

The on-loan players would be returning to their parent clubs, some would see their contracts 
terminated, while others would await an uncertain future. For Falkirk to be playing in the third 
tier of Scottish football was hard to take. A sad decline of a proud club and, while not condoning 
the vitriolic and often personal abusive language directed towards the board and officials, nor the 
mindless violence of the vandalism to a director’s car, the anger, disappointment and frustration 



of the supporters can be appreciated. Strategic mistakes had been made and ineffective player 
recruitment had led to a situation that had shattered the confidence in the leadership of the club 
and almost irreparably damaged the bond of trust and respect between the support and the board 
and owners. Lessons needed to be learned and steps taken to ensure that this situation never arose 
again.



Scottish Premier League Celtic
Scottish Championship Ross County
Scottish League One Arbroath
Scottish League Two Peterhead
Scottish Cup Celtic
Scottish League Cup Celtic
Scottish League Challenge Cup Ross County
F.A. Cup Manchester City
English Premiership Manchester City
English League Cup Manchester City

TRANSFERS IN
 
Tom Dallinson (Brighton)
Patrick Brough (Morecambe)
Dennon Lewis (Watford)
Leo Fasan (Kilmarnock)
Scott Harrison (Hartlepool)
Dimitris Froxylias (Dumbarton)
Ruben Sammut (Chelsea)
Tom Owen-Evans (Newport)
Paul Paton (Plymouth)
Dan Turner (Port Vale)
Dylan Mackin (Livingston)
Rees Greenwood (Gateshead)
Marcus Haber (Dundee)
Andrew Irving (Hearts) loan
Mark Russell (Morton)
Zak Rudden (Rangers) loan
Prince Buaben (free agent)
Robbie Mutch (Dumbarton) loan return
Mustapha Dumbuya (free agent)
Paul Dixon (Grimsby)
Abdul Osman (PAS Lamia)                                    
Ciaran McKenna (Duke University)
Ian McShane (St. Mirren)
Ross MacLean (Motherwell)
Shayne Lavery (Everton) oan
Davis Keillor-Dunn (Ross County)
Harry Burgoyne (Wolves)
Mark Waddington (Stoke City) loan
Nikolay Todorov (F.C. Rieti)
William Edjenguele (Dundee Uni) loan
Aaron Jarvis (Luton Town) loan
Scott Reekie (Dundee United) 

 

TRANSFERS OUT
 
Craig Sibbald (Livingston)
Rory Loy (Dumbarton)
Cameron Blues (Livingston)
Johnny Mitchell (Brentford)
Scott Shepherd (Edinburgh City) loan
Alex Harris (Edinburgh City)
Harry Burgoyne (Wolves) loan return
Mark Waddington (Stoke) loan return                      
William Edjenguele (Dundee United) 
Dylan Mackin (Stirling)
Dan Turner (Port Vale) loan return
Tom Owen-Evans (Hereford)
Rees Greenwood (Spennymoor Town)
Dimitris Froxylias (Haringey Borough)
Robbie Mutch (Dumbarton) loan
Aaron Jarvis (Luton) loan return
Shayne Lavery (Everton) loan return
Leo Fasan (released)
Zak Rudden (Rangers) loan return
Abdul Osman (released)
Davis Keillor-Dunn (Ross County) loan 
Patrick Brough (Barrow)
Lewis Kidd (Queen of the South)
Nikolay Todorov (Inverness)
Marcus Haber (Pacific F.C., Canada)
Mustapha Dumbaya (Phoenix Rising)
Prince Buaben (released)
Dennon Lewis (Wealdstone)
Ruben Sammut (Chelsea) loan return
Kevin O’Hara (Alloa)
Deimantas Petravicius (F.C. Okzhetpes, Kazakhstan)
Tom Dallinson (Crawley Town)
Scott Harrison (Spennymoor Town)
Andrew Irving (Hearts) loan return
Aaron Muirhead (Ayr United)
Malky Munro (released)



APPENDIX A - LEAGUE TABLES

Season 2007-08

Premier League  Home    Away 
  Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Celtic 38 14 4 1 42 7 14 1 4 42 19 +58 89
2 Rangers 38 18 0 1 50 10 9 5 5 34 23 +51 86
3 Motherwell 38 9 4 6 30 26 9 2 8 20 20 +4 60
4 Aberdeen 38 11 5 4 33 21 4 3 11 18 38 -8 53
5 Dundee United 38 9 6 4 26 14 5 4 10 27 33 +6 52
6 Hibernian 38 10 5 4 34 22 4 5 10 15 23 +4 52
7 Falkirk 38 8 6 5 21 16 5 4 10 24 33 -4 49
8 Hearts 38 8 4 7 27 26 5 5 9 20 29 -8 48
9 Inverness C.T. 38 9 2 8 32 28 4 2 13 19 34 -11 43
10 St. Mirren 38 7 4 8 17 27 3 7 9 9 27 -28 41
11 Kilmarnock 38 7 5 7 27 24 3 5 11 13 29 -13 40
12 Gretna 38 4 3 11 18 34 1 5 14 14 49 -51 13

• Gretna were deducted 10 points for going into financial administration.

Season 2008-09

Premier League  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Rangers 38 15 2 2 44 15 11 6 2 33 13 +49 86
2 Celtic 38 14 4 1 48 13 10 6 3 32 20 +47 82
3 Hearts 38 11 5 3 28 18 5 6 8 12 19 +3 59
4 Aberdeen 38 9 5 5 22 17 5 6 8 19 23 +1 53
5 Dundee United 38 7 8 4 25 24 6 6 7 22 26 -3 53
6 Hibernian 38 6 7 6 23 23 5 7 7 19 23 -4 47
7 Motherwell 38 7 6 6 24 27 6 3 10 22 24 -5 48
8 Kilmarnock 38 7 3 9 18 22 5 5 9 20 26 -10 44
9 Hamilton A. 38 7 2 10 18 20 5 3 11 12 33 -23 41
10 Falkirk 38 6 4 9 19 20 3 7 9 18 32 -15 38
11 St. Mirren 38 3 8 8 14 21 6 2 11 19 31 -19 37
12 Inverness C.T. 38 4 5 10 18 27 6 2 11 19 31 -21 37

Season 2009-10

 Premier League  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Rangers 38 15 4 0 52 13 11 5 3 30 15 +54 87
2 Celtic 38 14 4 1 42 14 11 2 6 33 25 +36 81
3 Dundee United 38 8 4 7 22 21 9 8 2 33 26 +8 63
4 Hibernian 38 9 4 6 29 21 6 5 8 29 34 +3 54
5 Motherwell 38 8 5 5 29 25 5 9 6 23 29 -2 53
6 Hearts 38 9 4 6 19 20 4 5 10 16 26 -11 48
7 Hamilton A. 38 6 7 6 19 17 7 3 9 20 29 -7 49
8 St. Johnstone 38 6 6 7 31 28 6 5 8 26 33 -4 47
9 Aberdeen 38 6 4 10 21 31 4 7 7 16 21 -15 41
10 St. Mirren 38 5 9 5 18 18 2 4 13 18 32 -14 34
11 Kilmarnock 38 5 6 8 23 27 3 3 13 6 24 -22 33
12 Falkirk 38 3 6 10 17 29 3 7 9 14 28 -26 31



Season 2010-11

First Division  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Dunfermline Athletic 36 11 6 1 39 14 9 4 5 27 17 +35 70
2 Raith Rovers 36 9 3 6 25 20 8 6 4 22 15 +12 60
3 Falkirk 36 9 3 6 32 22 8 4 6 25 19 +16 58
4 Queen O.S. 36 7 3 8 31 30 7 4 7 23 23 +1 49
5 Partick Thistle 36 8 6 4 23 11 4 5 9 21 28 +5 47
6 Dundee 36 11 7 0 29 13 8 5 5 25 21 +20 44
7 Greenock Morton 36 7 5 6 18 17 4 5 9 21 26 -4 43
8 Ross County 36 4 7 7 15 17 5 7 6 15 17 -4 41
9 Cowdenbeath 36 5 4 9 21 31 4 4 10 20 41 -31 35
10 Stirling Albion 36 2 4 12 17 39 2 4 12 15 43 -50 20

• Dundee were deducted 25 points for going into financial administration.

2011-12

 First Division  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Ross County 36 11 7 0 40 14 11 6 1 32 18 +40 79
2 Dundee 36 7 5 6 25 20 8 5 5 28 23 +10 55
3 Falkirk 36 9 6 3 29 21 4 7 7 24 27 +5 52
4 Hamilton A. 36 8 3 7 33 30 6 4 8 22 26 -1 49
5 Livingston 36 5 6 7 26 29 8 3 7 30 25 +2 48
6 Partick Thistle 36 7 6 5 27 16 5 5 8 23 23 +11 47
7 Raith Rovers 36 7 4 7 24 21 4 7 7 22 28 -3 44
8 Greenock Morton 36 5 5 8 24 29 5 7 6 16 26 -15 42
9 Ayr United 36 5 7 6 22 25 4 4 10 22 42 -23 38
10 Queen O.S. 36 6 5 7 21 31 1 6 11 17 33 -26 32

2012-13

 First Division  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Partick Thistle 36 15 2 1 51 13 8 7 3 25 15 +48 78
2 Greenock Morton 36 11 2 5 34 21 9 5 4 40 26 +27 67
3 Falkirk 36 7 4 7 28 25 8 4 6 24 23 +4 53
4 Livingston 36 6 5 7 31 28 8 5 5 27 28 +2 52
5 Hamilton A. 36 7 4 7 26 23 7 5 6 26 22 +7 51
6 Raith Rovers 36 6 8 4 23 21 5 5 8 22 27 -3 46
7 Dumbarton 36 4 3 11 26 40 9 1 8 32 43 -25 43
8 Cowdenbeath 36 4 8 6 30 34 4 4 10 21 32 -15 36
9 Dunfermline Athletic 36 6 2 10 27 29 8 5 5 35 30 +3 34
10 Airdrie United 36 1 5 12 19 40 4 2 12 22 49 -48 22

• Dunfermline Athletic were deducted 15 points for going into financial administration.



2013-14

 Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Dundee 36 11 4 3 27 9 10 2 6 27 17 +28 69
2 Hamilton A. 36 12 3 3 43 21 7 7 4 25 20 +27 67
3 Falkirk 36 12 4 2 38 13 7 5 6 21 20 +26 66
4 Queen O.S. 36 9 4 5 28 17 7 3 8 25 22 +14 55
5 Dumbarton 36 7 5 6 33 28 8 1 9 32 36 +1 51
6 Livingston 36 7 4 7 27 24 6 3 9 24 32 -5 46
7 Raith Rovers 36 7 4 7 29 33 4 5 9 19 28 -13 42
8 Alloa Athletic 36 7 1 10 15 24 4 6 8 19 27 -17 40
9 Cowdenbeath 36 7 3 8 32 30 4 4 10 18 42 -22 40
10 Greenock Morton 36 5 6 7 20 23 1 2 15 12 48 -39 26

2014-15

Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Hearts 36 15 2 1 57 12 14 2 2 39 14 +70 91
2 Hibernian 36 9 6 3 33 15 13 1 4 38 16 +40 73
3 Rangers 36 10 5 3 43 21 9 5 4 26 18 +30 67
4 Queen O.S. 36 13 1 4 32 14 4 8 6 26 27 +17 60
5 Falkirk 36 7 6 5 22 19 7 5 6 26 29 0 53
6 Raith Rovers 36 5 3 10 24 41 6 4 8 17 25 -25 40
7 Dumbarton 36 5 4 9 18 37 4 3 11 18 42 -43 34
8 Livingston 36 4 4 10 18 26 4 4 10 23 27 -12 27
9 Alloa Athletic 36 4 5 9 21 25 2 4 12 13 31 -22 27
10 Cowdenbeath 36 3 2 13 13 34 4 2 12 18 52 -55 25

• Livingston were deducted 5 points for financial irregularity.

2015-16

Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Rangers 36 16 2 0 48 13 9 4 5 40 21 +54 81
2 Falkirk 36 13 3 2 33 13 6 10 2 28 21 +27 70
3 Hibernian 36 14 3 1 37 15 7 4 7 22 19 +25 70
4 Raith Rovers 36 10 4 4 31 19 8 4 6 21 27 +6 62
5 Greenock Morton 36 7 4 7 17 17 4 6 8 22 25 -3 43
6 St. Mirren 36 5 6 7 24 28 6 3 9 20 25 -9 42
7 Queen O.S. 36 8 4 6 27 26 4 2 12 19 30 -10 42
8 Dumbarton 36 8 3 7 26 34 2 4 12 9 32 -31 37
9 Livingston 36 3 6 9 14 19 5 1 12 23 32 -14 31
10 Alloa Athletic 36 1 6 11 12 30 3 3 12 10 37 -45 21



2016-17

Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Hibernian 36 9 8 1 35 15 10 6 2 24 10 +34 71
2 Falkirk 36 8 6 4 31 22 8 6 4 27 18 +18 60
3 Dundee United 36 11 6 1 31 17 4 6 8 19 25 +8 57
4 Greenock Morton 36 8 8 2 23 17 5 5 8 21 24 +3 52
5 Dunfermline A. 36 6 7 5 28 25 6 5 7 18 18 +3 48
6 Queen O.S. 36 6 3 9 25 29 5 7 6 21 23 -6 43
7 St. Mirren 36 5 6 7 24 23 4 6 8 28 33 -4 39
8 Dumbarton 36 5 6 7 17 20 4 6 8 29 36 -10 39
9 Raith Rovers 36 8 5 5 22 20 2 4 12 13 32 -17 39
10 Ayr United 36 4 4 10 13 32 3 8 7 20 30 -29 33

2017-18

 Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 St. Mirren 36 14 2 2 37 12 9 3 6 26 24 +27 74
2 Livingston 36 8 7 3 26 16 9 4 5 30 21 +19 62
3 Dundee United 36 12 3 3 30 16 6 4 8 22 26 +10 61
4 Dunfermline Athletic 36 11 4 3 38 18 5 7 6 22 17 +25 59
5 Inverness C.T. 36 9 5 4 31 17 7 4 7 22 20 +16 57
6 Queen O.S. 36 5 7 6 26 26 9 3 6 33 27 +6 52
7 Greenock Morton 36 7 3 8 23 22 6 8 4 24 18 +7 50
8 Falkirk 36 7 6 5 27 22 5 5 8 18 27 -4 47
9 Dumbarton 36 4 3 11 13 32 3 6 9 14 31 -36 30
10 Brechin City 36 0 4 14 10 40 0 0 18 10 50 -70 4

Season 2018-19

Championship  Home    Away 
    Pld W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts
1 Ross County 36 13 4 1 32 9 8 4 6 31 25 +29 71
2 Dundee United 36 11 3 4 29 25 8 5 5 20 15 +9 65
3 Inverness C.T. 36 5 8 5 22 23 9 6 3 26 17 +8 56
4 Ayr United 36 7 5 6 25 19 8 4 6 25 19 +12 54
5 Greenock Morton 36 6 7 5 21 23 5 6 7 15 22 -9 46
6 Partick Thistle 36 7 3 8 25 27 5 4 9 18 25 -9 43
7 Dunfermline Athletic 36 5 3 10 13 18 6 5 7 20 22 -7 41
8 Alloa Athletic 36 6 2 10 13 21 4 7 7 26 32 -14 39
9 Queen O.S. 36 5 7 6 26 22 4 4 10 15 26 -7 38
10 Falkirk 36 3 7 8 19 27 6 4 8 18 22 -12 38



APPENDIX B - PLAYER APPEARANCES AND GOALS

SEASON  2007-2008 

Name SPL  LC  SC  StC  Total
Aafjes, Gerard 23(3) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 24(3) 1
Allison, Brian 1(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 4(2) 0
Andrews, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Arfield, Scott 31(4) 3 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 37(4) 3
Barclay, Jamie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Barr, Darren 33(0) 1 2(0) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 37(0) 2
Barrett, Graham 26(7) 6 1(0) 0 2(0) 1 1(0) 0 30(7) 7
Bradley, Stephen 1(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(3) 0
Churchill, Graeme 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0 0(2) 0
Clarke, Billy 1(7) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(7) 1
Craig, Liam 0(6) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 4(6) 1
Cregg, Patrick 36(0) 4 2(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 39(1) 4
Finnigan, Carl 19(12) 7 0(1) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 22(13) 7
Gibb, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0
Higdon, Michael 24(4) 8 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 26(4) 9
Holden, Dean 20(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 24(0) 0
Jeffrey, Chris 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0
Krul, Tim 22(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 27(0) 0
Latapy, Russell 12(20) 2 0(2) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 12(23) 2
McBride, Kevin 15(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 17(0) 0
McLeish, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
McMahon, Peter 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 1(1) 0
Milne, Kenny 24(4) 1 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 27(4) 1
Mitchell, Chris 3(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 6(2) 0
Moffat, Kevin 0(3) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 3(4) 1
Moutinho, Pedro 29(8) 8 1(1) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 32(9) 8
Murdoch, Stewart 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Nichol, Lee 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0 0(2) 0
Olejnik, Robert 12(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 13(2) 0
Riera, Arnau 13(6) 1 1(0) 0 2(0) 1 1(0) 0 17(6) 2
Robertson, Dayne 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Ross, Jack 23(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 26(0) 0
Scobbie, Tom 29(3) 1 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 33(3) 1
Stallard, Kieron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Staunton, Mark 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Stewart, Mark 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 2 3(3) 2
Supple, Shane 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(0) 0
Thomson, Steven 17(1) 1 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 19(1) 2
Wallner, Roman 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 3 2(2) 3



SEASON 20082009

Name SPL  LC  SC  Total
Aafjes, Gerard 10(7) 0 3(0) 0 2(1) 0 15(8) 0
Allison, Brian 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Andrews, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Arfield, Scott 35(2) 7 4(0) 0 4(0) 3 43(2) 10
Barclay, Jamie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Barr, Darren 35(0) 2 4(0) 0 5(0) 0 44(0) 2
Barrett, Graham 9(6) 2 2(1) 0 1(0) 2 12(7) 4
Bullen, Lee 29(3) 0 2(0) 0 3(0) 0 34(3) 0
Cregg, Patrick 16(7) 0 2(2) 0 2(2) 0 20(11) 0
Finnigan, Carl 10(4) 4 0(0) 0 2(3) 1 12(7) 5
Flinders, Scott 8(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 9(0) 0
Gibb, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Higdon, Michael 27(7) 7 3(1) 1 3(1) 0 33(9) 8
Holden, Dean 16(3) 1 1(0) 0 1(1) 0 18(4) 1
Latapy, Russell 2(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 2(2) 0
Lovell, Steve 25(3) 8 2(0) 1 3(0) 1 30(3) 10
Lynch, Sean 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0
Mallo, Daniel 15(0) 0 1(0) 0 4(0) 0 20(0) 0
McBride, Kevin 25(3) 0 4(0) 0 2(1) 0 31(4) 0
McCaffrey, Dermot 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
McCann, Neil 22(2) 1 3(0) 2 4(0) 0 29(2) 3
McNamara, Jackie 29(0) 0 4(0) 0 4(0) 0 37(0) 0
Mitchell, Chris 3(6) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 3(7) 0
Moffat, Kevin 0(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(4) 0
Murdoch, Stewart 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
O’Brien, Burton 30(2) 1 1(1) 0 4(1) 0 35(4) 1
Olejnik, Robert 15(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 18(0) 0
Pressley, Steven 15(1) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 18(1) 0
Riera, Arnau 14(3) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 17(3) 0
Robertson, Dayne 0(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(4) 0
Scobbie, Tom 18(2) 1 2(1) 0 4(0) 1 24(3) 2
Staunton, Mark 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Stewart, John 4(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 5(0) 1
Stewart, Mark 5(15) 2 1(2) 1 1(3) 0 7(20) 3



SEASON  2009-2010

Name SPL  EurL  LC  SC  StC  Total
Allison, Brian 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(0) 0
Alston, Blair 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Andrews, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Arfield, Scott 35(1) 3 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 39(1) 3
Barclay, Jamie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Barr, Darren 38(0) 2 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 41(0) 2
Bloom, James 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Bonar, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0
Bullen, Lee 0(9) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(9) 1
Compton, Jack 3(10) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(10) 0
Cooper, Jonathan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Davidson, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0
Duffie, Kieran 5(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 6(1) 0
Finnbogason, Kjartan 7(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 8(0) 1
Finnigan, Carl 20(7) 5 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 23(7) 5
Flynn, Ryan 36(0) 5 1(1) 1 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 39(1) 6
Fraser, Sean 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Healey, Colin 17(2) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 17(2) 1
Lynch, Sean 3(5) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 5(6) 0
MacDonald, Alex 4(7) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(7) 1
Marceta, Danijel 8(7) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 9(8) 0
McCaffrey, Dermot 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
McLean, Brian 36(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 40(0) 0
McLeish, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
McNamara, Jackie 13(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 16(1) 0
Mitchell, Chris 5(3) 1 1(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 7(4) 1
Moffat, Kevin 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Monteiro, Pedro 7(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 8(1) 0
Moutinho, Pedro 20(6) 6 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 21(6) 6
Murdoch, Stewart 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(3) 0
O’Brien, Burton 23(4) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 25(5) 0
Olejnik, Robert 38(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 42(0) 0
Robertson, Dayne 0(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(2) 0
Santos, Vitor Lima 22(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 23(4) 0
Scobbie, Tom 19(1) 0 2(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 21(2) 0
Showunmi, Enoch 15(6) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 15(6) 1
Sludden, Paul 0(0) 0 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 1(2) 1
Stallard, Kieron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Stewart, Mark 7(12) 2 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 7(13) 2
Twaddle, Marc 30(3) 1 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 34(3) 1
Wagenaar, Josh 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Young, Blair 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Zerara, Toufik 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0



SEASON 2010-2011

Name FD  LC  SC  StC  LCC  Total
Alston, Blair 3(3) 1 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(4) 1
Barclay, Jamie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Bloom, James 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Bonar, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Bowman, Graham 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Compton, Jack 15(9) 3 2(0) 0 1(1) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 19(10) 4
Davidson, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(2) 1 0(0) 0 1(2) 1
Deuchar, Kenny 4(11) 3 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 2 0(0) 0 6(11) 5
Duffie, Kieran 19(4) 1 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 21(5) 1
Finnigan, Carl 24(6) 6 2(0) 1 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 27(8) 7
Flynn, Ryan 31(2) 5 3(0) 2 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 37(2) 7
Fulton, Jay 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 1 0(0) 0 2(3) 1
Graham, Ally 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
Higginbotham, Kallum 19(11) 2 2(0) 0 1(1) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 25(12) 2
Kelly, Conor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0
Khalis, Mehdi 6(1) 0 1(0) 1 1(0) 0 3(0) 1 0(1) 0 11(2) 2
Kingsley, Stephen 1(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(2) 0
MacFarlane, Neil 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Marr, Jason 12(2) 1 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 16(2) 1
McCafferty, Joe 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
McLean, Brian 31(0) 2 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 37(0) 2
McLean, Calum 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
McLeish, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(1) 0 2(1) 0
McManus, Tam 12(4) 7 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 14(4) 8
Millar, Mark 28(2) 5 2(1) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 33(3) 6
Mitchell, Chris 6(12) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 10(12) 0
Moutinho, Pedro 6(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(4) 0
Murdoch, Stewart 10(3) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 11(3) 1
O’Brien, Burton 31(0) 0 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 37(0) 0
Olejnik, Robert 36(0) 0 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 42(0) 0
Perry, Ross 9(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 9(3) 0
Roberts, Jordan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Rowan, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Santi, Grant 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Scobbie, Tom 31(1) 1 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 35(1) 1
Small, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Stewart, Mark 31(4) 15 2(1) 2 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 35(5) 17
Turnbull, Kyle 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Twaddle, Marc 31(0) 2 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 37(0) 2
Wallace, Murray 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0



SEASON  2011-2012

Name FD  LC  SC  StC  LCC  Total
Alston, Blair 13(10) 5 1(2) 0 1(1) 1 0(0) 0 1(3) 0 16(16) 6
Amos, Gregor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Bennett, Rhys 9(11) 0 3(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 3(1) 1 16(13) 1
Bowman, Graham 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(1) 0
Brisbane, Steven 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(2) 0 0(0) 0 1(4) 0
Comrie, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Dick, Liam 0(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(2) 0
Dods, Darren 34(0) 5 5(0) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 5(0) 2 46(0) 8
Duffie, Kieran 30(0) 1 5(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(0) 0 41(0) 1
El Alagui, Farid 33(0) 18 5(0) 6 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 4(0) 3 44(0) 28
Faulds, Kris 4(5) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(5) 0
Fulton, Dale 3(2) 0 0(3) 0 0(1) 0 3(0) 0 0(3) 0 6(9) 0
Fulton, Jay 24(9) 1 5(0) 2 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 3(1) 0 33(11) 3
Gibson, Willie 10(2) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 12(2) 1
Graham, Ally 0(3) 0 0(2) 1 0(0) 0 3(0) 3 0(0) 0 3(5) 4
Grant, Thomas 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(3) 0
Higginbotham, Kallum 20(0) 5 4(0) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(0) 2 29(0) 8
Kelly, Conor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Kingsley, Stephen 8(7) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 10(7) 0
McGovern, Michael 35(0) 0 5(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 5(0) 0 47(0) 0
McGrandles, Conor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
Millar, Mark 33(0) 6 4(0) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 5(0) 2 44(0) 9
Millar, Ryan 1(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(4) 0
Munn, Blair 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Murdoch, Stewart 25(1) 0 4(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(0) 0 35(1) 0
Rowan, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Scobbie, Tom 30(0) 1 4(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 5(0) 0 41(0) 1
Sibbald, Craig 22(4) 2 3(1) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(1) 1 31(6) 4
Small, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Turnbull, Kyle 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Wallace, Murray 32(2) 2 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 1 3(0) 0 41(2) 3
Weatherston, David 25(2) 4 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 32(2) 4
White, Jordan 4(6) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(8) 0



            
SEASON 2012-2013

Name FD  LC  SC  StC  LCC  Total
Alston, Blair 27(7) 2 1(1) 0 3(1) 3 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 32(9) 5
Amos, Gregor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Biabi, Botti 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 1
Blair, Ryan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 1
Bowman, Graham 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Brisbane, Steven 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Comrie, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Dick, Liam 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(1) 0 4(2) 0
Dods, Darren 27(0) 2 1(0) 0 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 33(0) 2
Duffie, Kieran 28(1) 1 2(0) 0 4(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 1 36(1) 3
Faulds, Kris 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(1) 0
Flannigan, Ian 2(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 0
Flynn, Johnny 33(0) 0 2(0) 0 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 41(0) 0
Fulton, Dale 5(2) 0 0(2) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 5(6) 0
Fulton, Jay 23(6) 2 2(0) 0 3(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 30(6) 3
Fulton, Tyler 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Grant, Thomas 15(8) 1 0(0) 0 2(2) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 18(11) 1
Greene, Connor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Haworth, Andy 7(5) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 9(7) 0
Higgins, Sean 14(11) 4 0(0) 0 1(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 15(14) 4
Hogg, Connor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Kingsley, Stephen 35(0) 0 2(0) 1 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 43(0) 1
Leahy, Luke 5(3) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 8(3) 1
Martin, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
McGeever, Ryan 6(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 8(2) 1
McGovern, Michael 35(0) 0 2(0) 0 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 43(0) 0
McGrandles, Conor 23(3) 2 0(0) 0 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 28(3) 2
McMinn, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
McNab, Robbie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Murdoch, Stewart 32(0) 5 2(0) 0 4(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 40(0) 6
Neilson, Robbie 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Rowan, Liam 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Shepherd, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Sibbald, Craig 11(9) 2 2(0) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 17(9) 3
Small, Lewis 0(11) 1 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(13) 1
Smith, Chris 4(2) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 6(3) 0
Taylor, Lyle 34(0) 24 2(0) 1 4(0) 2 0(0) 0 2(0) 2 42(0) 29
Turnbull, Kyle 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Vaulks, Will 4(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(2) 0
Weatherston, David 16(8) 4 1(0) 0 1(2) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 19(10) 5
White, Jordan 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 2 0(2) 0 1(5) 2

            



SEASON  2013-2014

Name SPFLC  SPFLPp  LC  SC  StC  LCC  
Total
Alston, Blair 23(6) 3 4(0) 2 2(1) 1 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 1(1) 1 31(9) 7
Beck, Mark 13(2) 5 4(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 17(2) 6
Biabi, Botti 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(2) 0 0(0) 0 1(3) 0
Bingham, Rakish 2(9) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 3(10) 0
Blair, Ryan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 0
Bowman, Graham 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 6(0) 0
Brisbane, Steven 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Chalmers, Joe 10(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 10(1) 0
Comrie, Craig 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
Cooper, Alex 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Dick, Liam 1(3) 0 1(2) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 7(5) 0
Duffie, Kieran 26(0) 1 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 33(0) 1
Durojaiye, Scott Olumide 7(10) 0 0(1) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 11(11) 0
Faulds, Kris 0(2) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(2) 2
Flynn, Johnny 14(8) 0 4(0) 0 1(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 20(10) 0
Fulton, Jay 19(2) 2 0(0) 0 2(1) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 0 24(4) 3
Fulton, Tyler 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Grant, Thomas 0(4) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(2) 0 4(6) 1
Greene, Connor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Hogg, Connor 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(3) 0
Kingsley, Stephen 35(0) 1 4(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 45(0) 1
Leahy, Luke 1(18) 1 0(1) 0 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 4(21) 1
Loy, Rory 34(0) 20 3(0) 1 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 1 2(0) 1 44(0) 23
MacDonald, Jamie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Martin, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(2) 0
Maybury, Alan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
McCracken, David 24(1) 2 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 28(1) 2
McGeever, Ryan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0
McGovern, Michael 34(0) 0 4(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 44(0) 0
McGrandles, Conor 36(0) 5 4(0) 0 2(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(1) 0 3(0) 1 46(2) 6
McMinn, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
McNab, Robbie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Millar, Mark 24(0) 6 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 29(0) 6
Roberts, Philip 24(2) 5 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 30(2) 6
Rowan, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0
Shepherd, Scott 1(13) 1 1(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 3(0) 2 0(2) 1 5(19) 4
Sibbald, Craig 29(5) 4 4(0) 1 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 1 2(1) 0 40(6) 6
Small, Lewis 0(5) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(5) 1
Taiwo, Tom 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Turnbull, Kyle 4(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 7(1) 0
Vaulks, Will 33(0) 1 4(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 3(0) 0 45(0) 1



SEASON  2014-2015

Name SPFLC  LC  SC  StC  LCC  Total
Alston, Blair 29(7) 3 3(0) 1 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(1) 2 39(8) 6
Baird, John 17(0) 7 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 17(0) 7
Biabi, Botti 9(13) 3 2(1) 0 1(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 1 12(19) 4
Blair, Ryan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 1(1) 0
Blues, Cameron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Boulding, Rory 1(3) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(5) 0
Bowman, Graham 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Cooper, Alex 10(14) 3 2(1) 1 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 3(0) 1 17(15) 5
Dick, Liam 5(2) 0 3(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 11(3) 0
Duffie, Kieran 18(0) 1 0(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 23(0) 1
Durojaiye, Scott Olumide 4(1) 0 2(1) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 8(3) 0
Eadie, Cameron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Fairbanks, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Grant, Peter 30(0) 3 1(0) 0 5(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 36(0) 4
Grant, Thomas 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Hamilton, Grant 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Hogg, Connor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Johnson, Kyle 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Jones, Owain Tudur 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 5(0) 0
Kerr, Mark 16(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 16(2) 0
Langton, Conor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Leahy, Luke 31(2) 3 1(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 38(3) 3
Loy, Rory 26(0) 9 1(1) 1 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 2 34(1) 12
MacDonald, Jamie 36(0) 0 3(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 47(0) 0
Martin, Michael 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Maybury, Alan 5(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 9(1) 0
McCracken, David 32(0) 4 2(0) 0 4(0) 1 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 41(0) 5
McGeever, Ryan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
McGrandles, Conor 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 6(0) 0
McNab, Robbie 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Morgan, Taylor 3(7) 0 0(0) 0 2(2) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(9) 0
Morrison, Scott 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Muirhead, Aaron 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(2) 0
O’Hara, Kevin 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
Rowan, Liam 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(2) 0
Shaughnessy, Joe 9(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 11(0) 0
Shepherd, Scott 0(12) 0 0(2) 1 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 1(16) 1
Sibbald, Craig 34(2) 4 2(1) 0 5(0) 3 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 42(4) 7
Smith, David 10(16) 2 0(0) 0 3(2) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 13(18) 3
Snedden, Chris 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 1 0(0) 0 0(1) 1
Taiwo, Tom 28(3) 1 3(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 2 39(3) 3
Vaulks, Will 33(1) 3 3(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 44(1) 4



            
SEASON  2015-2016

Name SPFLC  SPFLPp  LC  SC  StC  LCC Total
Alston, Blair 32(4) 10 3(1) 1 3(0) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 41(6) 12
Baird, John 35(1) 17 4(0) 0 3(0) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 1 45(2) 19
Blair, Ryan 0(7) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(7) 0
Blues, Cameron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Bowman, Graham 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0
Cooper, Alex 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 1 0(2) 1
Dick, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Dunne, Cieran 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Erskine, Calum 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Evans, Taylor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Finlayson, Mark 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Gallacher, Tony 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
Grant, Peter 23(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 28(0) 2
Grant, Thomas 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Hippolyte, Myles 4(8) 1 0(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(12) 1
Johnson, Kyle 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Kerr, Mark 34(1) 2 4(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 42(1) 2
Langton, Conor 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Leahy, Luke 36(0) 3 4(0) 1 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 47(0) 4
Maxwell, Aidan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Maybury, Alan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
McCann, Kevin 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0
McCracken, David 20(1) 2 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 26(1) 2
McGrandles, Conor 2(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(3) 0
McHugh, Bob 9(13) 6 3(1) 2 1(1) 1 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 1 15(16) 10
McMinn, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Mehmet, Deniz Dogan 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Miller, Lee 16(13) 6 1(2) 1 0(1) 0 1(0) 3 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 19(16) 10
Mitchell, Jonny 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Muirhead, Aaron 29(2) 0 4(0) 0 1(2) 1 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 38(4) 1
O’Hara, Kevin 3(11) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(13) 0
Peggie, Reis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Robertson, Alex 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Rogers, Danny 35(0) 0 4(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 44(0) 0
Shepherd, Scott 0(4) 0 0(2) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(7) 0
Sibbald, Craig 34(2) 4 4(0) 0 3(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 44(2) 4
Sinnamon, Ryan 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(3) 0
Small, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Smith, David 7(8) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 1 10(10) 1
Stowe, Mark 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Sweeney, Kieran 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Taiwo, Tom 15(5) 0 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 22(5) 0
Taylor, Cameron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Tokarczyk, Alex 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0
Vaulks, Will 35(0) 6 4(0) 1 3(0) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 46(0) 8
Watson, Paul 25(2) 3 3(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 1 34(2) 5

              



SEASON 2016-2017

Name SPFLC  SPFLPp  LC  SC  LCC  Total
Aird, Fraser 5(7) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 6(7) 1
Austin, Nathan 7(10) 6 2(0) 0 2(2) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 11(12) 7
Baird, John 32(2) 8 1(1) 0 2(2) 0 0(1) 0 1(1) 2 36(7) 10
Blues, Cameron 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(1) 0
Craigen, James 13(14) 3 2(0) 2 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 20(14) 5
Gallacher, Tony 5(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 7(1) 0
Gasparotto, Luca 27(2) 0 2(0) 0 4(0) 1 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 34(2) 1
Grant, Peter 20(1) 1 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 21(1) 1
Henderson, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Hippolyte, Myles 22(8) 7 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 1 26(9) 8
Kerr, Mark 29(1) 0 2(0) 0 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 38(1) 0
Kidd, Lewis 12(2) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 16(2) 1
Leahy, Luke 31(0) 3 2(0) 0 4(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 38(0) 3
McCracken, David 16(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 1 18(0) 1
McHugh, Bob 15(18) 3 0(2) 0 2(2) 1 0(1) 0 2(0) 2 19(23) 6
McKee, Joe 2(1) 0 2(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(1) 1
McMinn, Lewis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Mehmet, Deniz Dogan 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 4(0) 0
Miller, Lee 16(14) 9 1(0) 0 1(2) 1 1(0) 0 1(1) 0 20(17) 10
Muirhead, Aaron 24(3) 4 2(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 29(3) 4
O’Hara, Kevin 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Rankin, John 7(6) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 10(7) 0
Rogers, Danny 28(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 32(0) 0
Shepherd, Scott 2(9) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 3(10) 0
Sibbald, Craig 35(1) 10 2(0) 0 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(1) 0 43(2) 10
Taiwo, Tom 30(1) 1 0(2) 0 1(3) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 32(6) 1
Thomson, Robbie 7(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 9(0) 0
Vaulks, Will 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 1
Watson, Paul 10(1) 0 1(0) 0 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 18(1) 0

          
 

 



SEASON 2017-2018

Name SPFLC  LC  SC  LCC  Total
Austin, Nathan 8(6) 1 4(0) 3 0(0) 0 2(1) 1 14(7) 5
Balatoni, Conrad 8(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 11(0) 1
Blair, Ryan 4(3) 1 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 4(4) 1
Blues, Cameron 2(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 3(5) 0
Craigen, James 5(5) 0 3(1) 1 0(0) 0 2(1) 1 10(7) 2
Dunne, Cieran 3(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 3(3) 0
Gallacher, Tony 11(0) 0 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 17(0) 0
Gasparotto, Luca 3(2) 1 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 6(3) 1
Grant, Peter 24(3) 2 4(0) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 31(3) 2
Harris, Alex 10(11) 1 4(0) 2 0(1) 0 3(0) 0 17(12) 3
Hazard, Conor 10(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 11(1) 0
Henderson, Liam 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Hippolyte, Myles 8(2) 2 4(0) 3 0(0) 0 2(0) 1 14(2) 6
Jakubiak, Alex 13(2) 5 0(0) 0 2(1) 2 0(0) 0 15(3) 7
Kerr, Mark 15(0) 0 3(2) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 19(3) 0
Kidd, Lewis 10(6) 1 0(0) 0 2(0) 0 0(0) 0 12(6) 1
Longridge, Louis 24(1) 7 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 28(1) 7
Loy, Rory 9(9) 1 4(1) 0 1(0) 0 1(1) 0 15(11) 1
McGhee, Jordan 32(0) 2 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 3(0) 0 38(0) 2
McKee, Joe 16(5) 4 4(1) 3 0(3) 0 2(0) 0 22(9) 7
Miller, Lee 3(10) 0 1(4) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(14) 1
Mitchell, David 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 3(0) 0
Mitchell, Jonny 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Muirhead, Aaron 33(0) 5 4(0) 1 3(0) 1 3(0) 0 43(0) 7
Mutch, Robbie 5(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 5(0) 0
Nelson, Andrew 12(0) 4 0(0) 0 2(1) 0 0(0) 0 14(1) 4
O’Hara, Kevin 5(13) 0 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 6(16) 0
Peggie, Reis 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Robson, Tommy 18(0) 2 0(0) 0 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 21(0) 2
Shepherd, Scott 0(2) 0 0(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(7) 0
Sibbald, Craig 25(1) 4 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 0(0) 0 28(1) 5
Stowe, Mark 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Taiwo, Tom 21(1) 1 3(0) 0 2(1) 0 2(0) 0 28(2) 1
Thomson, Robbie 20(0) 0 4(0) 0 2(0) 0 2(1) 0 28(1) 0
Tumilty, Reghan 17(0) 1 0(0) 0 3(0) 1 0(0) 0 20(0) 2
Watson, Paul 14(4) 0 4(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 20(4) 0
Welsh, Sean 7(4) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 7(4) 0

          



SEASON  2018-2019

Name SPFLC  LC  SC  LCC  Total
Brough, Patrick 16(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 21(0) 0
Buaben, Prince 7(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 7(0) 0
Burgoyne, Harry 15(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 15(0) 0
Dallison, Tom 10(2) 0 3(0) 0 0(1) 0 1(0) 0 14(3) 0
Dixon, Paul 15(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 15(0) 0
Dumbuya, Mustapha 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Dunne, Cieran 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(2) 0
Edjenguele, William 12(0) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 12(0) 1
Fasan, Leo 13(0) 0 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 18(0) 0
Froxylias, Dimitrios 1(3) 0 1(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(1) 0 3(5) 0
Greenwood, Rees 0(3) 1 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(5) 1
Haber, Marcus 6(9) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 7(10) 0
Harrison, Scott 14(1) 2 3(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(0) 1 19(1) 3
Irving, Andrew 13(6) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 15(6) 0
Jarvis, Aaron 4(8) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 4(8) 0
Jarvis, Jason 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0
Keillor-Dunn, Davis 7(4) 3 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 7(4) 3
Kidd, Lewis 12(4) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 16(4) 0
Laverty, Aidan 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Lavery, Shayne 0(7) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(7) 0
Lewis, Dennon 8(8) 0 3(1) 1 1(0) 0 2(0) 1 14(9) 2
Mackin, Dylan 1(2) 0 3(1) 2 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 4(4) 2
MacLean, Ross 8(6) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 8(6) 0
McGhee, Jordan 32(1) 4 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 1(0) 0 37(1) 4
McKee, Joe 9(1) 2 0(0) 0 1(0) 1 1(0) 0 11(1) 3
McKenna, Ciaran 17(0) 2 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 17(0) 2
McShane, Ian 16(0) 3 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 16(0) 3
Mitchell, David 8(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 8(1) 0
Muirhead, Aaron 16(1) 1 3(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 22(1) 1
Munro, Marky 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0
Mutch, Robbie 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0
O’Hara, Kevin 0(1) 0 0(3) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(4) 0
Osman, Abdul 15(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 15(0) 0
Owen-Evans, Tom 2(0) 0 2(2) 0 0(0) 0 1(0) 0 5(2) 0
Paton, Paul 27(2) 1 3(0) 0 1(0) 1 2(0) 0 33(2) 2
Petravicius, Deimantas 26(2) 3 4(0) 1 1(0) 0 1(1) 0 32(3) 4
Robson, Tommy 17(4) 0 2(0) 0 1(0) 0 2(0) 0 22(4) 0
Rudden, Zak 29(2) 12 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 29(2) 12
Russell, Mark 2(1) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(1) 0 2(2) 0
Sammut, Ruben 9(3) 0 3(0) 0 0(1) 0 0(0) 0 12(4) 0
Todorov, Nikolay 1(6) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 1(6) 0
Turner, Dan 0(0) 0 2(2) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 2(2) 0
Waddington, Mark 8(5) 1 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 0(0) 0 8(5) 1

          



APPENDIX D - MANAGERS
*Denotes Caretaker Manager

JOHN HUGHES
May 2003 to June 2009
  P W D L F A %
Scottish Premier League 152 45 35 72 166 212 41.12%
Scottish League First Division 72 37 19 16 109 67 64.58%
Scottish League Cup 17 10 1 6 34 29 61.76%
Scottish Cup 16 8 2 6 20 24 56.25%
Stirlingshire Cup 13 7 3 3 27 13 65.38%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 6 5 0 1 15 6 83.33%
Total 276 112 60 104 371 351 51.45%

EDDIE MAY
June 2009 to February 2010
  P W D L F A %
Scottish Premier League 23 3 8 12 17 36 30.43%
Europa League 2 1 0 1 1 2 50.00%
Scottish League Cup 1 0 0 1 0 4 0.00%
Scottish Cup 1 0 0 1 0 1 0.00%
Stirlingshire Cup 1 0 0 1 1 2 0.00%
Total 28 4 8 16 19 45 28.57%

STEVEN PRESSLEY
February 2010 to March 2013
  P W D L F A %
Scottish Premier League 15 3 5 7 14 21 36.67%
Scottish League First Division 98 40 27 31 148 126 54.59%
Scottish League Cup 10 6 1 3 21 18 65.00%
Scottish Cup 7 4 1 2 12 7 64.29%
Stirlingshire Cup 7 5 1 1 13 4 78.57%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 8 6 1 1 14 3 81.25%
Total 145 64 36 45 222 179 56.55%

ALEX SMITH *
March 2013 to April 2013
  P W D L F A %
Scottish League First Division 6 4 0 2 9 5 66.67%
Total 6 4 0 2 9 5 66.67%

GARY HOLT
April 2013 to June 2014
  P W D L F A %
 Championship 36 19 9 8 59 33 65.28%
Premiership Play-Offs 4 1 1 2 5 5 37.50%
Scottish League First Division 4 1 1 2 5 6 37.50%
Scottish League Cup 3 2 0 1 5 6 66.67%
Scottish Cup 2 0 0 2 3 6 0.00%
Stirlingshire Cup 3 2 0 1 6 4 66.67%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 3 2 0 1 4 3 66.67%
Total 55 27 11 17 87 63 59.09%



PETER HOUSTON
June 2014 to September 2017
  P W D L F A %
Championship 115 49 39 27 172 136 59.57%
Premiership Play-Offs 6 2 2 2 9 12 50.00%
Scottish League Cup 15 9 1 5 29 18 63.33%
Scottish Cup 8 5 0 3 11 9 62.50%
Stirlingshire Cup 3 1 1 1 3 3 50.00%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 8 5 0 3 23 12 62.50%
Total 155 71 43 41 247 190 59.68%

ALEX SMITH *
September 2017 to October 2017
  P W D L F A %
Championship 1 1 0 0 1 0 100.00%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 1 1 0 0 2 0 100.00%
Total 2 2 0 0 3 0 100.00

PAUL HARTLEY
October 2017 to August 2018
  P W D L F A %
Championship 31 11 8 12 40 41 48.39%
Scottish League Cup 4 2 0 2 4 3 50.00%
Scottish Cup 3 2 0 1 5 5 66.67%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 2 1 0 1 2 2 50.00%
Total 40 16 8 16 51 51 50.00%

GORDON YOUNG *
August 2018 to September 2018
  P W D L F A %
 Championship 1 0 0 1 0 2 0.00%
Total 1 0 0 1 0 2 0.00%

RAY McKINNON 
September 2018 to May 2019
  P W D L F A %
Championship 32 9 11 12 36 41 45.31%
Scottish Cup 1 0 0 1 2 4 0.00%
Scottish League Challenge Cup 1 0 0 1 0 1 0.00%
Total 34 9 11 14 38 46 42.65%



APPENDIX D – IN MEMORIAM

Since the last volume of the club’s history was printed, several Falkirk players and officials have 
passed away.

CAMPBELL CHRISTIE (1937–2011)

Those who met Campbell Christie could not have failed to 
be impressed by his calm, reasonable approach to matters 
football and political. A former goalkeeper himself, he became 
involved at Falkirk Football Club during a stormy period in 
its history. His was the voice of calm, reasoned compromise 
when there were stormy scenes at the club. His background 
in politics and Trade Unionism would have served him well 
as he tried to steer the club into a new era after provisional 
liquidation under previous ownership. He was proud of his 
adopted town and its football club, and quickly became a 

well-kent face in Scottish football. Campbell was twice chairman of the club and helped secure the 
platform that saw promotion to the top flight and reaching the Scottish Cup Final for the fourth 
time in the club’s history. He stood down after the 2009 Final, when Falkirk lost narrowly, and 
many would say unjustly, to a strong Rangers side. He was first and foremost a Bairns fan, and his 
knowledge of the intricacies of the game surprised many of the managers who worked under him.

Since his untimely passing in 2011 at the age of 74, his memory has been kept alive by several 
things that bear his name, including a canal boat and a street. The Campbell Christie Foundation 
was established to honour Campbell and to enable projects that would have been dear to his heart.

WILLIE CUNNINGHAM (1930–2007)

Willie Cunningham produced one of the most entertaining teams 
seen at Falkirk since the war, with an exciting blend of experienced 
veterans and promising youngsters. He had been a player of note 
with St. Mirren, Leicester and Dunfermline, and had represented 
Northern Ireland at the 1958 World Cup Finals in Sweden. He 
transformed Falkirk after his arrival in October 1968 and was 
so successful that he was approached to take over the Scotland 
national team. Willie chose to remain at Falkirk and he led the side 
to the semi-final of the League Cup, losing to eventual winners 
Partick Thistle at Hampden Park. Willie never really recovered 
from a players’ strike before a League Cup against Montrose at 
Brockville, when his position as manager was undermined by 
the directors, who sided with the players in their dispute over 
withdrawal of expenses payments following a heavy defeat at 
Muirton Park against St. Johnstone. Willie went on to manage 
his former club St. Mirren, but left for personal reasons. He was 
replaced by Alex Ferguson. who he had signed for Falkirk.



ALEX PARKER (1935–2016)

Alex Parker was, and still is, the hero of many Falkirk 
fans. That he found a place in the original Hall of Fame 
at Falkirk and Everton says it all. He was quite simply a 
class act. He was signed from Dumfries-shire Junior side 
Kello Rovers as an inside right in season 1951–52 and 
made his first team debut at Brockville against East Fife on 
September 27th 1952, wearing the No. 8 shirt. He played 
three games that season, all of them at inside forward.

Young Parker was not an instant success, and manager 
Shankly tried him in a variety of positions. In November 
1953, at Palmerston, he scored twice in a 5–3 defeat, but his 
career was stalling. He recalls the early days at Falkirk, and 
of a time staying with the Shankly family in Kincardine.

‘Mrs. Shankly was keen that I got an education, and kept 
giving me books. I wasn’t really interested, and one day, 
she took me out into the garden for a game of headers. Any 
heading ability I had in football was gained by learning 
from Mrs. Shankly.’

He was tried at half-back, and then one day he was selected to play at right back. The rest, as they 
say, is history. He went on to make the position his own, and represented his country at right back 
on no fewer than 15 occasions. All but one of the caps he won as a Falkirk player. He remains our 
most-capped Scotland player, and was very much the first of the attacking full-backs. The influence 
of trainer Jimmy McPhie is obvious, as the development of this raw, untried inside forward into an 
International-class full-back was no accident.

He won eight Scottish League caps and six Under-23 caps while he was a Falkirk player, and 
earned rave reviews for his consistent displays. He was awarded the prestigious Scottish Player of 
the Year Award for 1957, and the event was captured for posterity on Pathe Newsreel. It had been 
quite a year for the player, who was at that time a National Serviceman. His first cap came when he 
was only 19 years old, and the reports of the game mention the supervision by George Young of the 
Falkirk debutant. Parker recalled it differently.

‘Supervision? He was screaming blue murder at me to get back and cover my winger!’

Alex had some fierce competition for the full-back slot, notably from Eric Caldow of Rangers, but 
the two did play together in the national side. Alex made 151 appearances for Falkirk, before the 
inevitable arrival of scouts from the big English clubs. He signed for Everton at the end of season 
1957–58 for a fee of £18,000 and made his final appearance for Scotland against Paraguay in the 
1958 World Cup Finals. Although technically an Evertonian, Alex considered he was still a Bairn 
when he played. It wasn’t his greatest game, and it heralded the end of his career in the navy 
blue of Scotland. He remembered watching the great sides in the tournament, and realizing that 
Scotland had a lot to learn. As an Everton player, he won a League Winners medal in 1963, and is 
highly thought of on Merseyside. He is a member of the Goodison Hall of Fame, and played for the 
Merseysiders from 1958 until September 1965, when he joined Southport. He was coming to the 
end of his playing career, when he accepted the role of player-manager with Ballymena United in 
Northern Ireland. His final playing assignment came in a spell with Drumcondra. He returned to 
Southport as trainer-coach before becoming their manager in May 1970.

In later life, he became a publican, in Gretna and Carlisle, and he was a regular visitor to Falkirk 
games, when the team were in the South West. It is only fitting that Falkirk fans voted him into 



the Millennium Team, even although many had never seen him play. In accepting his award, he 
displayed typical Parker modesty, thanking all the grand-dads who had told their children about 
him. Modesty was one of his endearing characteristics, and he never failed to amaze with his 
genuine humility. He classed Tom Finney as his hardest opponent, and recalled meeting him in 
later life at Preston.

‘I didn’t recognise him from the front, as I usually only saw his back and a number 11 disappearing 
towards goal with me left floundering.’

He had a droll sense of humour, and did a good double act with Bert Slater, as he describes him-‘the 
best keeper I ever played behind’. Parker was renowned for his goal-line clearances, and was often 
photographed rescuing club or country by a last-ditch kick off the line.

Of all the Falkirk players I have seen, Alex Parker is the greatest. His record is unparalleled in the 
history of our club, and he represented us well on the national stage. That night in the Regal will 
take some beating for pride in your club. Alex Parker, Scotland’s Player of the Year. Alex Parker of 
Falkirk and Scotland.

GEORGE MILLER (1939–2008)

George was one of a select band who played for 
and managed Falkirk. He had been a promising 
youngster with Larkhall Academy and then Royal 
Albert. There were several clubs on his trail, but 
he signed for Dunfermline Athletic in 1959. The 
youngster quickly established himself in the first 
team and helped the fight against relegation. 
When Jock Stein arrived as manager, the team’s 
fortunes improved and George played in both 
games in the Scottish Cup Final of 1961. He was 
equally adept at centre-half or wing-half and he 
was a popular player at East End Park.

Dunfermline developed into regular challengers at the top end of the league, and there some 
memorable European encounters, including a win over Everton. His form soon attracted interest 
from English clubs and Wolves took him to Molyneux for a reported fee of £28,500. George returned 
to Scotland to join Hearts after 13 months in the West Midlands. He captained Hearts to the Final 
of the 1968 Cup Final but lost 3–1 to his former club. George was selected to play for the Scottish 
League on one occasion.

When he arrived at Brockville, Falkirk were struggling, but George became a key figure in manager 
Willie Cunningham’s plans. The backbone of the team was the half-back line of Markie, Miller and 
Gibson and they proved a solid, dependable unit that conceded few goals.

George helped keep the club in the First Division, but couldn’t resist the offer to return to 
Dunfermline as manager in the close season of 1972. Despite early success when he led the side to 
promotion, the team struggled and George resigned in late 1975. He took over at Brockville, but his 
time was not successful. The Centenary Season was to end in relegation and the following season 
was a poor one. 

His later years saw him at Hamilton Accies as commercial manager, and for brief spells as caretaker 
manager. He came back to Brockville as commercial manager for a brief spell.



The eulogy at his funeral in Larkhall was delivered by Sir Alex Ferguson and was attended by 
many of his former playing colleagues from Dunfermline, Hearts and Falkirk.

FORBES JOHNSTON (1971–2007)

Falkirk fans were stunned to hear of the untimely passing of Forbes 
Johnston in July 2007, only a few weeks before his 36th birthday. 
Forbes was a popular player at the club and combined playing with 
a successful academic career. Born in Aberdeen, he first came to 
prominence in local football in Chester and again in the Edinburgh 
area after his family moved back to Scotland. He played with 
Musselburgh Athletic and signed for Falkirk in September 1990, when 
Jim Jefferies was manager.

He was capable of playing in defence or midfield and showed great 
promise, attracting the attention of Scotland Under-21 scouts. His 
law studies forced him to call off from some squads, but he was 
finally rewarded with a cap against Iceland in March 1993. Forbes 
had played at Youth level for his country and had represented Great 
Britain at two World Student Games.

In total, he played 75 games for Falkirk before moving to Airdrie in August 1996. His Airdrie career 
was cut short when he suffered a serious knee injury.

He qualified as a Chartered Accountant and emigrated to Australia, where he resumed playing for 
Adelaide Brighton as a part-time player.

IAN McLACHLAN (1919–2017)

July 1939. There was an uneasy feeling, given the events in Europe, but football provided some sort 
of distraction. The forthcoming season was full of hope and optimism for Bairns supporters and 
the list of players included such favourites as Alex Carruthers, Kenny Dawson, Bobby Keyes, Alex 
Peat, Willie Miller, Harry Pinkerton and Bob Shankly. There was a fair sprinkling of young players 
too, including local boy Jimmy McPhie and a promising youngster signed from Musselburgh Union 
by the name of Ian McLachlan. Ian McLachlan had represented Scotland at Junior level and scored 
for Scotland against England at Tynecastle in a 2–1 win. Hearts were keen to sign Ian and saw him 
as an ideal partner for Tommy Walker, but instead he chose Falkirk, who had offered better terms. 
All this in 1939.

Fast forward to July 2016, and a Football Memories session at McDiarmid Park, Perth. Stewart 
Walker alerted me to the presence of a man who said he had played for Falkirk and was now 99 
years young. 

After checking the playing records, it proved absolutely correct. Ian McLachlan, aged 99 – the 
oldest surviving Falkirk player, and an absolute joy to meet. His recall of the characters at 
Brockville in those days was crystal-clear and it was hard to remember that here was someone who 
had known and played alongside some of the legendary figures from Falkirk’s past. 

Tully Craig was, as I had suspected, a hard taskmaster and training was rigorous. Ian remembered 
the gruelling evening sessions at Brockville, especially the interminable sprints on the ground 
behind the Watson Street End. He recalled the power of Kenny Dawson’s shooting and the 
cannonball deliveries from that lethal left foot. He remembered that Kenny was from Forres and 
spoke highly of Bob Shankly, the star man of the side. Ian’s partner on the right wing was Alex 



Carruthers and he rated the player highly. The person he seemed to recall best was a fellow-
newcomer Jimmy McPhie and he remembered exactly where Jimmy worked. Ian worked in Carron 
Ironworks in a managerial position, and was glad he didn’t have to face the searing temperatures 
on the foundry floor itself. Ian was getting well into his stride, despite the soaring temperatures 
of an amazingly hot day when I interviewed him and he recalled one of his neighbours in Falkirk 
– the legendary Charlie Napier. Known as ‘Happy Feet’, the ex-Celtic, Derby and Sheffield 
Wednesday star was born in Bainsford and the Scotland Internationalist was to be loaned to Falkirk 
during the war. 

Like many professionals, the onset of the Second World War was to interrupt his playing career 
and he was called up to serve King and Country. He fought in the 208th Battery of the Anti-Tank 
Regiment and saw active service in Belgium and France. He captained the regimental team, which 
contained several professional players, and recalled one or two games against foreign opposition. 
After the war, he played with Stenhousemuir from October 1946 onwards, before finally retiring at 
the end of that season. 

Ian recalled the wages he received at the time – about £4 per week, with a close season retainer. Ian 
had a successful career in engineering after retiring from football.

The time just flew past as we discussed the old days at Brockville, it was hard to remember his age. 
He looked amazingly well and with a full head of hair, could easily have passed for someone much, 
much younger. As I drove away, I felt I had been privileged to have shared these memories of an 
era I had only read about. 

ALEX McCRAE (1920–2009)

Alex came to Brockville at the veteran stage of his career but was amazingly 
fit and gave good service as a tricky inside-forward. He had started out with 
Hearts during the war years and played alongside some of the Tynecastle 
legends. His form attracted the attention of the big English clubs and he 
moved South to play for Charlton Athletic, who were a very strong side 
indeed. He never really settled in London and Middlesbrough signed him 
for a reported fee of £10,000 in October 1948.

He was a huge favourite at Ayresome Park and after a sticky start he found form to establish himself 
as part of an effective strike force along with English star Wilf Mannion. His pace and passing skills 
earned him lots of acclaim and at one time a Scotland call-up seemed a distinct possibility.

After scoring 16 goals in the 1949–50 season, including the winner in a 1–0 home victory over local 
rivals Newcastle United on Boxing Day, this looked more likely, but the call never came. He topped 
the scoring charts the next season, scoring three hat-tricks before Christmas, but injury robbed him 
from helping the side finish higher than sixth in the table that season. McCrae then scored 21 goals in 
the 1950–51 season.

Alex moved to Brockville in 1953 and made his debut against Clyde at Shawfield on March 21st. 
He scored in a 4–1 win and became a regular scorer, topping the club charts in 1953–54 with Angus 
Plumb and again in 1955–56 with Alex Wright. His scoring record at Falkirk is impressive, with 
48 goals from his 122 games, often in a struggling side. Alex moved to finish his career as player-
manager with Ballymena United. 

He returned to Scotland as manager of Stirling Albion but was only there for three months before 
he came back to Falkirk as manager. He was in charge for 244 games and won 89 of them. He then 
moved back to Ireland to manage Ballymena again and finally Glentoran.His funeral was attended 
by representatives of all his former clubs and he had been a popular figure at all of them.



WILLIE CORBETT (1922–2011)

A Camelon lad who had played as a trialist at Brockville and who 
trained there regularly, made his International debut in a match between 
Scotland and England at Wembley in October 1942. One of the local 
connections is Willie Corbett who played centre-half in that game and 
had an absolute blinder against the cream of English Football at the 
time. Willie was one of a famous local footballing family and his brother 
Norrie was a member of strong Hearts and West Ham teams. Willie 
first came to prominence as a schoolboy and played in a very strong 
Dunipace Thistle team, which won the Scottish Secondary Juvenile Cup 
at Easter Road in 1939–40. He trained regularly at Brockville under Tully 
Craig, and played in a trial match, but was, surprisingly, never signed 
by Falkirk. Two years later, and Willie was a Celtic player and had won 
his cap – not for the first time, a case of local player makes good – away 
from Falkirk. Willie recalled the day with amazing clarity – the journey to the stadium, the pre-
match instructions, the weather and his colleagues were all described in the most incredible detail. 
Willie’s task was to mark the legendary Tommy Lawton’, the scourge of Scottish defenders. Lawton 
was virtually unplayable – strong, determined, brave and deadly in front of goal – and probably the 
greatest header of a ball ever seen. Bill was told to get between Lawton and the goals and give him 
no space at all.

He did just that and the game ended 0–0. The Scotland team that day was Jerry Dawson, Jimmy 
Carabine, Andy Beattie, Bill Shankly, Willie Corbett, Matt Busby, Willie Waddell, Tommy Walker, 
Jock Dodds, Gordon Bremner and Billy Liddell. Jerry Dawson and Jock Dodds were also from the 
Falkirk area. Willie recalled the half-back line of Shankly, Corbett and Busby with great pride. To 
have played at Wembley in such company must have been amazing. Willie was the Man of the 
Match and the press accounts all raved about young Corbett, a 20-year-old centre-half making his 
debut. Wilie was soon in the Navy and his football career took a back seat. With brother Norrie 
at West Ham, Willie often turned up at Upton Park if he was on shore leave and the Hammers’ 
manager used to get Willie into the No. 5 shirt, often at short notice, and much to the disgust of the 
player already wearing the shirt. After the war, Willie played for Celtic, Preston and Dunfermline, 
but it was true to say that but for the war years, he would have won many more caps.

Because it was an unofficial International, Willie never won a cap for his country, even although 
both sides were at full strength and the crowd was 75,000. For his appearance, Willie was paid the 
sum of £2, but the memories were priceless.

Willie sadly passed away in 2011 but his football memories were fascinating. We made a Football 
Memories book for him and it was his pride and joy. To look at the players he played against and 
his team-mates was like a Who’s Who of British Football and here was a young lad from Camelon 
more than holding his own in such company. Tommy Lawton might not have heard of Willie 
Corbett before the game, but he knew who he was by the time the referee blew for time up.

IAN COWAN (1944–2016)

Ian arrived at Brockville with a reputation for speedy wing 
play and he made his debut in 1960, when Falkirk were seeking 
promotion back into the top flight. He played his first four games 
wearing the No. 9 shirt, making his debut against East Fife in 
Methil on February 27th, but was back for the game at Station 
Park, Forfar at outside right. He was farmed out to Rutherglen 
Glencairn and it looked as though his connection with the club 
was over.



He played his way to success with Partick Thistle and St. Johnstone before returning to Brockville 
in 1966. His return was impressive. and he scored the winning goal against Stirling Albion in the 
opening League fixture at Annfield. He only missed nine games that season and his speedy wing 
play and pinpoint crosses were a feature of his play. 

His later career took him to Dunfermline, Southend,  and then a spell with K.V. Oostende in 
Belgium. Ian’s final port of call was Cliftonhill, where he ended his career in season 1972–73.

PAUL McGRILLEN (1971–2009)

Paul McGrillen came to Brockville along with Stevie Kirk in February 1995 
and quickly settled in to Jim Jefferies’ revamped squad. He had been a star 
at Motherwell, whom he joined in 1990, and had five good years at Fir Park. 
He was a member of the cup-winning squad of 1991, but didn’t actually 
play in the final game against Dundee United. His move to Falkirk earned 
him a Challenge Cup medal when Falkirk beat Queen of the South 1–0, 
ironically at Fir Park. He played a total of 115 games for Falkirk and scored 
24 goals, including one that will never be forgotten by any Falkirk fans 
who were there. Few gave the Bairns any chance against an expensively-
assembled Celtic team but, after a replay at Ibrox, Falkirk reached the Final 
against Kilmarnock. The decisive goal came after David Hagen hit a ball 
into the rain-soaked turf and it bounced over the defenders to reach Paul 
McGrillen, who sent an arching header over Celtic keeper Stewart Kerr and 
into the net. 

Paul moved to Airdrie in 1998 and played there for a year. His latter career took him to various 
clubs including East Fife, Stirling Albion, Partick Thistle, Clydebank and Stenhousemuir before he 
tried his hand at management with Bellshill Athletic in 2006–07. Paul returned to the Seniors with 
Stranraer, before ending his career at Bathgate, where he won a Scottish Junior Cup winner’s medal 
in June 2008 when he scored the winner in a 2–1 win over Cumnock Juniors in front of a crowd of 
6,117 at Rugby Park, Kilmarnock.

LES THOMSON (1936 –2016)

Les started out with Armadale Thistle and soon attracted the attention of 
local Senior clubs. He was signed by Bob Shankly and made his Falkirk 
debut in 1956 at right half in a 2–0 defeat at Love Street. He made another 
appearance at Parkhead against Celtic in a 1–0 defeat. Les was a loyal 
servant for Falkirk and played in 130 League games between 1956 and 
1964, scoring 13 league goals. He was a versatile player and was equally 
comfortable at full-back, half-back or inside forward. 

He did his National Service with the Royal Scots Greys and was a great 
influence in a regimental team that won honours in 1957. The side was 
a strong one and included Davie McParland, the famous Partick Thistle 
player, as well as local boys Willie Laird of the Shire and Davie Sneddon 
of Camelon Juniors.

After Falkirk were relegated, manager Alex McCrae built a strong side and Les was an ever-present 
at right back in 1960–61 when the club gained promotion back to the First Division. The following 
season in the top flight, Les displayed his versatility when he turned out in four different positions, 
including three games as an emergency centre forward. His most memorable game came on April 
7th at home to a strong Motherwell side when he scored a hat-trick in a 4–2 win. 



In June 1964, Les moved to Stirling Albion, where he helped the club back into the First Division, 
but they gained a reputation as the Yo-Yo Club and moved between the two Leagues. His final club 
was Stenhousemuir, where he played for three seasons before retiring at the end of season 1971–72. 
Having spent his playing career with local clubs, he completed the full set by becoming a stalwart 
behind the scenes at East Stirlingshire. He fulfilled a variety of roles at the club and was latterly 
Chief Executive at a trying time in the club’s history. He created headlines when he bought the 
club for the princely sum of £1 and held the shares for the Shire Trust. He was very popular in local 
football circles and was always known as ‘Troop’ to his friends and colleagues. 

JIMMY McINTOSH (1937–2016) 

Jimmy McIntosh was a great servant to Falkirk and was a one-club man. As a boy, he had 
seen Falkirk play in his home town Forres and jumped at the chance to join them. One of his 
boyhood idols in Forres, Kenny Dawson, had signed for Falkirk in the immediate pre-war years. 
Bob Shankly, himself a rugged defender, admired the tenacity and determination of the young 
Highlander and gave him a first-team debut against Celtic at Brockville on September 10th 1955. 
It was a fiery affair and Jimmy had an outstanding game at left-half. The reporter at the game for 
The Glasgow Herald said, ‘McIntosh, though he was near to exhaustion at the end, was another 
outstanding player.’ That could have been said of most of his 200-odd appearances for the club. He 
was a versatile player, equally adept at full-back, inside forward or half-back, and his consistency 
soon attracted the attention of the Scotland selectors. Falkirk seemed to have an abundance of good 
youngsters at the time and Alex Parker, Ian Rae, Eddie O’Hara, Bert Slater and Jimmy McIntosh 
were all honoured at Under-23 level. Jimmy played three times for the national Under-23 side, 
usually alongside his great friend Alex Parker and the pair were also selected by the British Army 
side during their period of National Service. One team picture of the Army side shows just what 
company Jimmy played in. Along with the young Falkirk players, there were some very well-
known faces – Bobby Charlton, Gerry Hitchens and Cliff Jones. among others.

Jimmy loved sharing these great stories of his Army days, when he spent more time on the football 
pitch than he ever did on the parade ground. With the Army side, he played against such famous 
opponents as Just Fontaine of France as well as Eusebio of Portugal. 

His life-long friend was the great Alex Parker, and the pair shared many adventures for Falkirk, 
Scotland and the British Army. Parker was without doubt ‘the best backie I ever saw’, as Jimmy 
often said.

Few opponents got the better of him and he faced some illustrious wingers in his day. He recalled 
a game against the legendary Stanley Matthews in a friendly match at Brockville. ‘Ian Rae and I 
manoeuvred him into the corner, and I went in for the ball. He was a fair age by then, but he just 
dropped his shoulder, darted off and he left the pair of us flat on our backsides!’

As Scotland prepared for the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, Jimmy was very much in the frame for 
a place in the squad, and he played in a World Cup Trial Match at Easter Road on February 3rd 

1958. Tragedy befell him, however, when he suffered a serious knee 
injury, which saw him hospitalised for over a month, and he missed 
out on the opportunity of a lifetime. There was a real possibility of a 
big-money move to Nottingham Forest before the injury.

He stayed loyal to Falkirk, even after the Reggie Smith era had gone 
and the club’s fortunes declined. Even when his career was coming 
to an end, he turned out regularly, often travelling down from 
Forres, where he had started business ventures. He was captain of 
the side and his experience brought on promising youngsters like 
Les Thomson, Buck McCarry and Jimmy Pierson. 



His final appearance in a navy-blue jersey was at Fir Park on March 16th 1963 when Falkirk lost 
4–1. He became player-manager of Forres Mechanics after leaving Falkirk and he was a popular 
figure in the town. His side gave Dundee a game in an epic Scottish Cup tie and Jimmy led by 
example, as always.

When he finished playing, he became a successful businessman – managing The Eagle in Forres, 
before returning to the Falkirk area. Here he showed great business acumen with the purchase and 
development of various popular establishments including the Soo Hoose, the Ellwyn, the Three 
Kings, the Whiteside and the Dutch Inn. Wherever he went, his football career was often the subject 
of great discussion with regulars, and his final purchase, the Claremont in Polmont, contained a 
selection of pictures from a great football career.

DEREK GRIERSON (1931–2011)

For many older Bairns supporters who remember the 
1950s, Derek Grierson was the inspiration behind that 
team’s remarkable achievement of escaping relegation and 
winning the Scottish Cup. He proved to be an inspirational 
signing. Grierson had an impressive career as a youngster, 
making his first team debut with Queens Park at 16 in 
season 1948–49 after signing from Largs Thistle. He became 
a regular feature in the Hampden side, finishing as top 
scorer in every season between 1948–49 and 1951–52, and 
earned representative honours with Scottish League B 
Division against Northern Ireland in April 1952. Scotland 

won 6–0.He also played at Wembley for Scotland Amateurs and scored in a 2–1 win to clinch the 
British Championship. He won seven amateur caps. As an amateur, he was selected for trials for the 
Great Britain side that was to take part in the Helsinki Olympic Games of 1952. 

Manager Walter Winterbottom was duly impressed, and Grierson made the squad – one of only 
three Scots selected. On his return from Helsinki, he was signed for Rangers by the legendary 
Bill Struth. He recalled a somewhat hectic few days: ‘I returned from Helsinki on the Wednesday, 
signed for Rangers on the Thursday, trained with them on the Friday and made my debut on the 
Saturday.’

His competitive debut came in a 5–0 defeat to Hearts on August 9 th 1952 and he scored his first 
goals for the club a week later in a League Cup match against Aberdeen. In his first season, Rangers 
won the league and the Scottish Cup and Derek was top scorer with an impressive tally of 35 goals 
– 29 in League matches. On January 2nd 1955, he suffered a serious injury, tearing a muscle at the 
back of his right thigh, and the surgeon informed him that he would be out for over a year.

In January 1957, he became part of the Brockville revolution, when Reggie Smith brought him to 
Falkirk, and it was only then that he felt fully fit again. He renewed acquaintances with former 
Ibrox colleague John Prentice and made his debut in a goal-less draw against St. Mirren. Falkirk 
faced a bitter struggle to escape relegation and Grierson played in 13 of the remaining league 
games, but was an ever-present in a cup run that even now, 63 years later, stretches credulity.

He scored vital goals, including one in the first semi-final game against Raith Rovers, but his 
contribution to the other goals was significant. He had been an injury ‘doubt’ for the final against 
Kilmarnock, and the cheer when he ran out was audible – such was his value to the side. He was a 
traditional inside right and many of the goals scored by George Merchant, Dougie Moran and John 
McCole were set up by his intelligent play. He played for the Bairns until season 1959–60 and was 
highly regarded by colleagues and opponents alike.



In his last full season, Falkirk were a struggling side, but Grierson still gave everything. He was 
able to bring on some younger players, such as John White.

His latter career took him to Arbroath, Stirling, Forfar, Coleraine and Cowdenbeath before he finally 
retired to concentrate on his teaching career. Grierson had a great career, both as an amateur and as 
a professional footballer, and not many can say that they had Cup winner’s medals with two clubs, 
scored for Scotland at Wembley and represented Great Britain at an Olympic Games.

He might even have been the scorer of the first televised goal. Queen’s Park were playing 
Walthamstow, which was shown live in England and he scored the opening goal of the game. 
Grierson was a quiet, modest man who was taken aback at the adulation and fondness with which 
he was greeted on visits to Falkirk. In 2007, there was a reunion dinner for the remaining members 
of that 1957 team and Grierson and his wife Marguerite received a tremendous ovation.

He recalled the return to Falkirk in 1957 with the famous old trophy: ‘I had never seen anything like 
it. We didn’t have that in Glasgow; there was no real “town” for Rangers. There were men, women 
and children all hanging out of windows, clambering up balconies and trees. It was amazing. The 
bus could hardly move forwards. Some youngsters were in their pyjamas with their coats over 
them. It was a night I’ll never forget.”

Fortunately, we have the Pathe newsreel footage from the final to remind us of that unforgettable 
night and to see Grierson in action. His 1957 Cup winner’s medal was the pride of his collection. He 
will always have a special place in the affections of Falkirk people who saw him play for their team.

GEORGE MERCHANT (1926–2015)

‘Big George’”, as he will always be known in Falkirk, was one of the key 
players who brought the Scottish Cup to Falkirk in 1957. The time at 
Brockville was undoubtedly the highlight of his career, and he hit a purple 
patch of form in that amazing season of 1956–57. Falkirk meant a lot to this 
proud Dundonian, and the walls of his Carnoustie flat were full of memories 
of his time as a Bairn. After playing with Dundee Stobswell, he signed for 
Third Lanark as a defender and his commanding presence soon earned him a 
transfer to Aberdeen, where he stayed until 1951. He joined Dundee and was 
a member of a good Dens Park side. One of his strongest memories was of a 
friendly match against Manchester United, when he had to mark a promising 
youngster by the name of Bobby Charlton. Dundee converted him to play at 
centre forward and he became a fearsome presence in the No. 9 jersey. In 65 
League games, he rattled in 31 goals and his heading ability was outstanding. 
Many thought his best days were behind him when he was persuaded to join 
a struggling Falkirk side, but he was to enjoy an Indian summer to his career. Jimmy McPhie had 
brought him to Brockville, where he was reunited with his former colleague Andy Irvine and his 
former trainer, the unforgettable Reggie Smith.

The three travelled daily from Dundee in Reggie’s car and had many an adventure en route. George 
told some great stories about the journey, including the day when Reggie stopped to get a paper 
in Camelon, only for a passing lorry to take the door off the manager’s brand-new car. Falkirk’s 
situation looked hopeless when Reggie Smith took over, but not only did they escape relegation, 
they actually went on to win the Scottish Cup, beating Kilmarnock after a replay at Hampden Park.

George signed in January 1957 and went straight into the team. He only missed one game during 
the rest of that season – against Queen’s Park at Hampden – and George always said that Reggie 
‘rested me and a few others’. He started to score some great goals at regular intervals. He was not 
just a typical ‘rumble-them-up’ centre, but led the line well, bringing others into the game.



He played in every game of the 1957 cup run and ended up as top cup goal-scorer with four goals. 
He found the net against Berwick, twice against Aberdeen. He had a great story about the game 
against the Dons at Brockville. He spoke of the kindness and generosity shown to him by the 
Aberdeen players and management prior to the cup tie at Brockville. George got on the train in 
Dundee and they took him along to the dining car, treated him to a slap-up meal and offered him a 
lift in their hired coach to Brockville. After George had put them out of the cup, the return journey 
home was a solo trip.

His vital opening goal in the final replay was decisive and set the team on their way, yet ironically 
he had to wait 50 years to see the effort.

 ‘When I got home back in 1957, I said to my wife, “I want to see the match, it’s going to be 
replayed.” During the game, I said to her, “Here’s when it comes.” Tommy Murray ran up the 
wing, cut in and crossed it to me about the penalty spot. I came running in to header it, but just as 
I got there, there was a Falkirk supporter in the stand who stood up and shouted “Goal!”’ All the 
cameraman got was the back of his head! ‘For a long, long time, I had never seen myself scoring 
that goal, until I saw the other newsreel at the anniversary dinner in 2007.’ Thankfully, the Senior 
Bairns supporters, where George was the first honorary member, managed to track down another 
newsreel of the final, shot from another angle, and the offending supporter’s head was not in view. 
George was immensely proud of his winner’s medal and his wife Nan wore it as a necklace. George 
suffered from a niggling knee injury and his last game for Falkirk was on September 10th 1958 
against Stirling Albion at Annfield in a 1–1 draw.

Shortly after the start of season 1958–59 he moved to Dunfermline, but never appeared in their first 
team. He undertook coaching duties, which he combined with his role as the owner of a successful 
printing business, which is managed by George’s son Neil. When Falkirk moved to their new 
stadium in July 2004, the opening game was against Dundee for the Merchant-Slater trophy and 
George and Bert were proud guests. He attended the 50th anniversary of the cup win with Nan in 
2007, and his passing meant that only four of the final squad remained – Tommy Murray, Dougie 
Moran, Eddie O’Hara and Jimmy McIntosh. George Merchant could never have imagined what 
lay ahead for him when he joined a team that was languishing at the bottom of the league. He was 
a great hero in the town and his 17 League goals probably saved the club from certain relegation – 
and his four cup goals brought cup success to the town.

EDDIE O’HARA (1935–2016)

Eddie O’Hara played as an outside left in Falkirk’s cup-winning squad in 1957. O’Hara will be 
fondly remembered by all Falkirk fans as the mercurial winger who played a huge role in the 
famous cup run. He was one of several promising youngsters signed by manager Bob Shankly as 
he tried to find a blend of experience and youth. O’Hara’s footballing ability was obvious early on 
when he was selected to play for Scotland Schoolboys. He had caught the eye of the coaches while 
at Shettleston, and several senior clubs were on the trail of the speedy youngster.

He joined up at Brockville and there was fierce competition for the 
wide berths with O’Hara, Willie Sinclair and Tommy Murray all in 
contention for a first-team place. The Scotland Under-23 selectors 
were often seen at Falkirk games and it came as no surprise when 
no fewer than four were selected in the squad to face Holland at 
Tynecastle on October 23rd 1957. They were Alex Parker, Jimmy 
McIntosh, Bert Slater (reserve) and Eddie O’Hara. The young Scots 
won 4–1 and O’Hara was impressive at that level. He earned two 
further honours at Under-23 level, against England at Goodison in 
a 3–1 defeat, and finally in Amsterdam, where the Dutch won 2–1. 
It cannot be a coincidence that some of that Scotland side ended 



up as Everton signings and goal-scorer Alex Young, Alex Parker, Alex Scott and Eddie O’Hara all 
moved to the Merseyside club not long afterwards.

Falkirk fans knew that the club would lose the talented Parker sooner rather than later, but few 
could have predicted that O’Hara would be part of that transfer double deal. The fee received was 
£18,000 – a pittance compared to today’s inflated fees. O’Hara found the challenge at Goodison a 
tough one, but made 29 league starts for the Toffees before moving to Rotherham, where he stayed 
until 1961. He moved back to Scotland and played a season with Morton before returning south to 
end his UK career at Barnsley. He gave good service at Oakwell, playing on either wing and scoring 
36 league goals in a career of 127 matches.

He then emigrated to South Africa and played in the National Football League during the 
Apartheid era. The 1960s and 1970s saw the NFL become a chance for a final pay day for British 
players reaching the end of their careers. Many stars would come to South Africa in the close season 
and guest for clubs. FIFA had banned clubs, but not individual players, from playing in South 
Africa.  O’Hara was flown over from South Africa by the Falkirk Senior Bairns to attend the 50th 
anniversary dinner for the surviving cup winners in 2007, and was able to renew friendships with 
his old team-mates.

BOBBY CAMPBELL (1922–2009)

Bobby might or might not have been a Falkirk player when he won his two Scotland caps in 1947 
against Belgium and Luxembourg. He had been a Falkirk player during the war and was still on the 
books for the return of League football in 1946. During the war, he had guested for Queen’s Park 
Rangers. His transfer to Chelsea for a then considerable fee of £9,000 came during the close season 
and the two International games were played in May 1947. The Glasgow-born player was equally 
at home on the wing or at inside-forward and was in outstanding form in that last season he had at 
Brockville. He played in 16 league games and scored six times, including a hat-trick at home against 
Queen’s Park.

He moved to Stamford Bridge and played 213 games, scoring 40 goals in a seven-year stay at 
Stamford Bridge from 1947, until he was sold to Reading in August 1954. The team he left behind, 
under the management of Ted Drake and the captaincy of Roy Bentley, promptly won the First 
Division. Bobby was a quick, technically capable player, whose versatility meant he could function 
on either flank or as an inside-forward. He was most effective on the right wing, and centre forward 
Roy Bentley scored several goals from Campbell crosses.

He won a total of five caps for Scotland – two in May 1947, maybe as a Bairn, and three in the 
spring of 1950 against Switzerland, Poland and France. Scotland was blessed in that era with 
outstanding wingers, and the great Gordon Smith of Hibs was a rival to Campbell for a place in 
the national side. Willie Waddell of Rangers was another who provided 
strong competition for the No. 7 jersey. His only Scotland goal came in 
a 3–1 win over Switzerland in April 1950 in front of a capacity crowd of 
123,751 at Hampden Park in Glasgow. He later said of the goal, ‘It gave 
me the greatest thrill of my life.’

Bobby’s  move to Reading, at the age of 32, for a fee of £2,000, meant he 
missed out on Chelsea’s title glory but he prolonged his playing career 
until the age of 36, scoring twelve goals in 94 games in four years at 
Elm Park. His managerial and coaching career saw him start out with 
Dumbarton. He moved to Bristol Rovers, where he spent 15 years as 
a coach and two more as manager. His final job was as manager of 
Gloucester City, until he retired in 1982.



JOHN PRENTICE (1926–2006)

John Prentice was the inspirational captain who led Falkirk to their most amazing Cup final win in 
1957. He was very much at the veteran stage of his career, but his bravery and courageous displays 
inspired his colleagues to escape what had looked like certain relegation and lift the trophy for the 
second time in the club’s history. He had been an outstanding player with Carluke Rovers before 
signing for Hearts in 1946–47. He was signed by Rangers, despite only having played a handful of 
first-team games for the Tynecastle side and won a Cup winner’s medal in 1953, when Rangers beat 
Aberdeen 1–0 after a replay. He was a popular player at Ibrox, and Bob Shankly saw him as an ideal 
leader to bring on the many promising youngsters who were then at Brockville. He played in 38 
games during the Cup Final season, and scored five goals, including a vital penalty in the Saturday 
game against Kilmarnock. He was an inspirational figure and his displays in the latter stages of 
the cup run were most impressive. He knew no fear and he played on in the Final replay despite 
suffering a nasty head wound that required stitches. In the pictures of the return to Falkirk, John 
is clearly seen with a plaster over the wound as he proudly displays the cup to the adoring Falkirk 
public.

He moved from Brockville to Dumbarton, where he played 13 games before briefly returning to 
Falkirk in February 1959. By this time he had developed coaching skills and his next move would 
be into management. Falkirk were in a bad way at that time under the ill-fated management of 
Tommy Younger, and John moved to Arbroath as manager. He was successful there and returned to 
Falkirk to replace Sammy Kean. He was in charge for a total of 79 games, winning 21 of them.

From Falkirk, John moved to Clyde, before being named as Scotland manager in March 1966. 
Apart from the draw in Scotland’s first-ever game against Brazil, John’s reign saw defeats at the 
hands of England, Holland and Portugal. He moved back into club management with Dundee, 
but came back to Brockville in 1973 – an appointment that was not universally popular at the time. 

That second period in charge was not without problems, and major 
changes were needed at the club. After only four games of season 
1968–69, he left the club. Willie Cunningham took over after Jim 
Rowan had held the fort and a period of rebuilding ensued.

In November 2004, John was the centre of attention at a 1957 
reunion and the respect of colleagues and supporters who had been 
there was obvious. He had made the trip from Australia and it was 
clear that he wasn’t in the best of health. The surviving members of 
the 1957 team received a standing ovation when they appeared on 
the pitch at Falkirk the following day, and there were a few tears 
shed.

John Prentice was often referred to as Captain Courageous in the 
press accounts of the game, and he deserved that praise. He was a 
natural leader and an inspiration to those around him. Bob Shankly 
and Reggie Smith both realised that this was the ideal player to lead 
their teams.

SAMMY REID (1939–2014)

Sammy Reid came to Brockville from Liverpool and had been a member of the famous ‘Ancell 
Babes’ team at Motherwell, before becoming Bill Shankly’s first signing at Anfield. He had an 
impressive career and used to feel quite annoyed that many football supporters remembered him 
for one goal in one game - his winning goal against Rangers on January 28th 1967, when he played 
for Berwick Rangers.



Sammy was a key player in that great Motherwell side that included some 
illustrious players such as Willie Hunter, Ian St. John, Pat Quinn and Andy 
Weir. He made his Motherwell debut at the age of 18 after starring for Scotland 
Schoolboys. The forward line was lacking in height, but not in skill, determination 
and application, and some of their results were impressive. They demolished 
the visiting Brazilian side Flamenco 9–1 and beat Rangers four times in season 
1959–60.

Sammy was spotted by Bill Shankly, Liverpool’s new manager, and was 
transferred for £8,000 in early 1960. It was not a successful move, as Sammy freely 
admitted. ‘I was Shankly’s first signing, but I was also his first flop.’ Injury soon 
after the transfer sidelined him for months, and he was transferred to Falkirk later 
the same year without ever appearing in the Liverpool first team. 

After scoring 29 goals in 87 games for Falkirk, Sammy Reid moved to Clyde, but a serious knee 
injury kept him out for a year, before he moved to Berwick Rangers. Those who played with him 
at Motherwell were full of praise for Sammy’s ability and skill– and his fighting qualities. He was 
only 5ft 4 in. tall but he was a battler and, if he had avoided these injuries, many were convinced he 
could have had a great career.

DENIS DEVLIN (1947–2016)

Denis came to Brockville in 1967 from Morton for a fee of £3,000 and took 
over from Eddie Connachan in goals. He made his league debut in a 2–1 
home win over Hearts at Brockville. 1967–68 was his best season and he 
played in a total of 37 games. He started as first choice in the following 
season, but lost his place to Stewart Rennie. Denis came into the side when 
Rennie was injured and in total played a total of 74 games for the club. His 
final season was 1971–72, when he was released at the end of the season. He was unlucky to find 
himself at the club when Rennie was the first-choice keeper, and rarely let the side down.

BILLY FULTON (1937–2010)

Billy, or Willie, as he was often known, was a tremendously talented player whose levels of fitness 
were commendable and gave him a long career at his three clubs– Ayr United, Falkirk and St. 
Mirren. He was a rising star in Ayrshire football when he played firstly at Ayr Albion and then 
Irvine Vics before signing for Ayr United in season 1957–58. Ayr were a Second Division side at the 
time, but Billy made his debut after the Honest Men were promoted back into the top flight. He 
played 58 League matches and scored 20 goals and was equally impressive at half-back or inside 
forward. Ayr’s relegation was a bitter blow and Billy moved to Brockville for the start of season 
1962–63, making his league debut against Celtic at Brockville in a 3–1 home defeat. That season saw 
Billy play in a variety of positions, half-back, inside forward and occasionally centre forward. Billy 
was an ever-present in season 1963–64 and played in all 34 League games. He always gave 100% 
in his Falkirk matches and scored some great goals. Few will ever forget the 
Fulton Thunderbolt from 30 yards out that helped give Falkirk an amazing 
6–2 win over Celtic on April 14th 1965. 

Billy moved to Love Street in 1967 and continued to play consistently well 
with the Buddies. He won another promotion at Paisley and finally retired in 
season 1971–72, after five seasons with the club.

He was a popular player at all his clubs and the turn-out at his funeral service 
showed that. 



BERT ORMOND (1931–2017)

Older fans will remember the Ormond boys, Willie, Gibby and Bert as 
members of a prominent footballing family from Carronshore. He had 
signed for Falkirk after impressing with Grange Rovers, the New Town 
Junior club from Grangemouth. He was one of several promising 
youngsters signed by Bob Shankly and became a life-long friend of Jim 
McIntosh. 

Bert made his debut in season 1954–55, scoring in the 1–1 Brockville 
draw against Motherwell and played 23 Division One games. He 
initially lined up at inside forward but also played on the wing and, 
occasionally, as an emergency centre forward. He scored an impressive 
nine goals in a team that often struggled. His second season saw the 
team struggle again, but Bert netted ten League goals in his 21 starts. He played eight games in the 
Cup-winning season mainly at centre-forward but, when George Merchant arrived from Dundee, 
Gibby didn’t feature in the first team again. In all, he had played in 67 games for the Bairns and 
scored 26 goals.

In 1958–59, he moved to Airdrie, where he lined up alongside brother Gibby, and played there 
for two seasons in the top flight, although his appearances were limited. Dumbarton were his 
last Scottish club and he played 20 League games in season 1960 in 1958–59 61, scoring on seven 
occasions. It was his emigration to New Zealand that saw a real career highlight and he became 
one of the men responsible for the rise of football in that country. He also joined the select band of 
Falkirk players who earned International caps after they left Brockville.

Bert first represented New Zealand in 1961, shortly after arriving from Scotland, and scored against 
New Caledonia. He soon built a reputation as one of the leading players in the country, and in 1964 
he captained New Zealand on a world tour. Bert earned 21 caps for New Zealand, 17 of them while 
he was a member of Blockhouse Bay in West Auckland.

In 1969, Blockhouse Bay, under Bert’s coaching, qualified for the inaugural Rothmans Soccer 
League. Bert immediately started to assemble a Blockhouse squad for the start of the season and 
went on to win the first-ever National League title, and the Chatham Cup Final in a thrilling replay 
at Newmarket Park against Western Suburbs of Wellington.

Blockhouse Bay in those early days set the standard. Bert was well ahead of the game and insisted 
on a thoroughly professional approach to every game. Players had to be smartly dressed in club 
outfits, always had lunch together prior to the game, and there was always a huge after-match 
function for players and supporters, regardless of the result. It was a formula that other clubs 
copied.

Bert was coach for seven seasons – and the club never finished lower than 5th. His record was 
impressive, and the club never reached that level of performance again. Bert Ormond was more 
than a great footballer and coach, he was also a natural as a weekly columnist who always spoke 
his mind. Bert was one of the sport’s first high-profile ‘personalities’, writing a weekly column in 
the Sunday News (then the highest circulation weekend paper) in the 1970s, and helping popularise 
the sport in New Zealand to a wider audience.

He became one of the best-known football personalities in the country and his comments and 
predictions were sought by many journalists. He was highly regarded as a coach and manager 
and as a man. He had two sons, Ian and Duncan, who both played for New Zealand as well. Vicki 
Ormond, Bert’s granddaughter was also a player of note, winning a Soccer Scholarship in the USA 
at Fairfield University and representing New Zealand.



HUGH MAXWELL (1938–2010)

Saturday December 8th 1962 is a day that Falkirk fans who were 
at the game will never forget. One man scored all seven goals in a 
7–3 win over Clyde. It was simply incredible and the amazing fact 
was the goal hero wasn’t the best Bairns player on the day. Hughie 
Maxwell was born in Riggend and his first club was Shotts Bon 
Accord. He was tall and lanky, and didn’t look the stereotypical 
footballer, but he could score goals. Stirling Albion were first to sign 
him and he scored 14 goals in his first top League season in 1961–62. 
Bradford Park Avenue moved quickly to sign Hugh and he played 
a dozen league goals, scoring 5 goals. He never really settled in 
Yorkshire and took the chance to return to Scotland when he signed 
for Falkirk.  He made his debut on December 1st 1962 and scored a 
goal in a 4–1 win over Dundee United at Brockville.

Then came one of the most incredible games ever seen at the old ground. Clyde were struggling 
and Falkirk were in eleventh place. The programme notes were prophetic. ‘“If this is a sample of 
what M (Maxwell) and B (Bain) can do for us, our fans will have few complaints.’

Hughie was simply unstoppable and had an amazing knack of being in the right place at the right 
time. John Lambie and Billy Fulton were the best players in the Falkirk side that day, but it will 
always be remembered as Maxwell’s Moment. He had scored five goals before half time, including 
a hat-trick in just over three minutes. No wonder he was given a standing ovation at the break.

The scoring feat attracted plenty of attention and Hughie was eventually transferred to Celtic 
in 1964–65 season for a fee of £15,000. Manager Jimmy McGrory had remembered the game and 
hoped that he would find that kind of form again at Parkhead. It was not to be, and despite once 
scoring within ten seconds, ironically against Falkirk, he never quite became a Celtic regular. New 
manager Jock Stein was not impressed and Hughie moved to St. Johnstone for £10,000 at the end of 
the season. He had played eight games and scored twice for Celtic.

Hughie moved to Dunfermline before emigrating to South Africa, where he played for Hellenic.

RAB STEWART (1962–2016)

Rab made his Falkirk debut on January 11th 1986 against 
East Fife at Brockville in a match where Billy Lamont’s side 
won with the only goal of the match – an absolute screamer 
scored by Peter Houston. Rab looked a useful prospect after 
arriving from Motherwell in a swap deal involving fans’ 
favourite, Crawford Baptie. He had started his professional 
career with Dunfermline in season 1981–82 and had three 
good seasons before joining Motherwell. Falkirk were in 
good shape at the time and Rab struggled to keep a place in the side. He started three games and 
was sub on four occasions, but played in the replayed Scottish Cup tie against Premier League St. 
Mirren  when the Bairns lost 3–0 at Brockville. Falkirk were promoted to the top flight and Rab 
made his first start on September 20th at Love Street. The Bairns struggled to compete at this level, 
but Rab managed eleven starts with three sub appearances. He was slightly built for a striker and 
the Falkirk style of play militated against short forwards. He hadn’t scored yet and he faced fierce 
competition for the striker roles from Ken Eadie and Sammy McGivern. Having beaten Celtic at 
Parkhead, Falkirk survived and Rab had another season in the top division. This was to prove 
his best with the club and he scored seven goals from his 25 (11) games in the League. He rarely 



featured in his last season and his only appearance was as a late substitute for young Alex Rae in a 
3–1 Brockville win over Clydebank. Falkirk fans didn’t see the best of Rab, and his early promise at 
East End Park had certainly attracted a lot of attention. His goal for Second Division Dunfermline 
almost knocked Rangers out of the Scottish Cup and it remains a favourite clip for Pars fans on 
YouTube.

Rab finished his career with Queen of the South and retired from the Senior game in season 
1989–90.

CHRIS MITCHELL (1988–2016)

The entire world of Scottish football was absolutely shattered to hear 
of the death of Chris Mitchell at such a young age. He had made the 
breakthrough to first-team football at the Falkirk Stadium after starting 
off at Livingston. No Falkirk fans will ever forget his winning goal 
against Dutch giants Ajax in a pre-season match in 2007. He broke 
through into the first team and played in the Premier League 3–0 win 
over Motherwell. In total, he played in 51 games for Falkirk and scored 
once – against Hamilton with a 20-yard free kick, on November 21st 
2009.  He had gained more experience in loan spells at Montrose and 
Ayr United and soon attracted the attention of Scotland scouts. 

At Falkirk, he won seven caps for the Scotland Under-21 side and he 
was a consistently good performer in a talented squad. He moved to 
Bradford City in July 2011, along with his Falkirk colleague Mark Stewart. He returned to Scotland 
and played for Queen of the South. With the Dumfries side, he won a Challenge Cup winner’s 
medal when the Doonhamers beat Partick Thistle in a penalty shoot-out after the game had ended 
1–1. Chris converted his penalty and had a really successful season. Queens were promoted and 
Chris was one of six Queens players named in the PFA Scotland Team of the Year.

After three seasons with Queens, the last of which was interrupted by injuries, he moved to 
Broadwood and joined Clyde. He was now playing part-time and complications from a back 
operation were beginning to take their toll.

His untimely death on May 7th 2016 shocked all who knew him, and tributes flooded in from all 
his former clubs and playing colleagues. Tributes were paid before the ensuing Clyde and Falkirk 
matches. A charitable foundation in his name has been set up by family and friends.

GORDON BLACK (1931–2018)

Gordon had been a regular attender at the Football 
Memories group, which met in the Corbie Inn, Bo’ness, 
and he was always great company. At the group he met 
up again with Alex Duchart, who had been a team-mate 
at Hibs in the early 50s, and the pair joined up again at 
Dumbarton. The two shared some fascinating stories of 
the glory days at Easter Road and especially about the 
Famous Five of Smith, Johnstone, Reilly, Turnbull and 
Ormond.

Gordon was a Linlithgow boy, born on July 8th, 1931 and, after starring in local football with 
Armadale Thistle, he signed for Hibs in 1948. He played there until 1953, before a move to Falkirk. 
He made his Falkirk debut against Hamilton at Brockville on October 31st in a 2–2 draw. The scorer 



of the two Falkirk goals was Angus Plumb, a lifelong friend of Gordon’s. Gordon only missed one 
game in his inaugural season, playing in 24 games, and was equally comfortable at right-half or 
left-half. The following season saw Gordon play in 23 games and he got on the score-sheet in a 
league cup tie in a very competitive section that included Hearts, the eventual winners, Celtic and 
Dundee. Gordon’s last appearance for Falkirk was on April 30th 1955 against Dundee at Brockville 
in another 2–2 draw. Gordon must have made an impression on the visiting management, as he 
moved to Dens Park in the summer of 1955. 

Dundee were a strong side and there were plenty of Falkirk–Dundee connections at the time. 
Reggie Smith was the Dundee trainer and future Bairns in the Dark Blues side included George 
Merchant and Andy Irvine. Gordon soon established himself in the Dens Park side and he played in 
32 of the Division One games. In all, he played 85 League games for Dundee and scored four goals 
before a move to St. Johnstone in 1958–59, when the Perth side were in the second tier of Scottish 
Football.  Gordon finished his Senior career with Dumbarton, then managed by Bobby Combe, who 
had been a playing colleague at Easter Road. Gordon played in 66 League games for the Sons. 

A keen golfer, Gordon was a lifelong friend of his former Falkirk team-mate Angus Plumb and the 
two would often share stories of the olden days of the Fifties. He was an easy-going and likable 
guy, who always had a twinkle in his eye and gave as good as he got in the banter stakes with 
colleagues. Gordon really enjoyed his time in the Bo’ness Football Memories group talking about 
the happy times with his Senior teams and recalling the exploits of some of the great players of 
his generation. He was a good player and he was always highly respected by team-mates and 
opponents alike. 

ALAN COUSIN (1938–2016)

Alan Cousin was one of the best Dundee players and fully deserved his 
inclusion in their Hall of Fame in 2011, having given them eleven years 
of consistently good service. He was their top scorer every year between 
1958 and 1960 and was a member of their greatest-ever team, forming a 
great partnership with Alan Gilzean. Surprisingly, he was a late convert 
to football, having played rugby at school and only agreeing to play for 
his local side Alloa YMCA in an emergency. Willie Thornton signed him 
for Dundee in 1955 and he made his debut at Brockville in March 1956 
at centre forward after George Merchant had called off through injury. 
Alan trained at Brockville as he was a part-timer at Dens Park, having 
a teaching post in Alloa, where he taught Classics. He was a member of 
the League-winning side of 1962 and helped Dundee reach the semi-
finals of the European Cup, becoming the first British player to score in 
the San Siro. In total, he played 384 games for Dundee and scored 141 
goals. He faced stiff competition for a place in the full Scotland team, but 
he did play four times for the Scottish League and three times for the 
Scotland Under-23 team. Bob Shankly, his former boss at Dens, knew his 
potential and he signed Alan for Hibs in November 1965 when he was 
manager there. Alan moved to Falkirk in 1969 and made his League debut against East Stirling 
in a 3–0 win at Brockville. He played a more defensive midfield role by now, but his experience 
proved invaluable to the younger players in the team. He played in 13 games for Falkirk and was 
a substitute on seven occasions. At Brockville, he finished his playing career and helped on the 
coaching side under Willie Cunningham. Falkirk fans will remember him at the veteran stage of his 
career, and appreciated his contribution to the game in Scotland. Outside of football, Alan enjoyed 
a successful teaching career and was Depute Head at Lornshill Academy at his retirement. He was 
born in Alloa and died there in 2016.



ALEX BAIN (1936–2014)

Alex Bain was a real character and will be remembered fondly by 
all those who played with him. His early career was spent with 
Motherwell, where he played alongside some of the famous Ancell 
Babes. He moved to England where he played with Huddersfield 
Town and his team-mates included a young Denis Law and, latterly, 
Falkirk’s Willie Sinclair. From Leeds Road, he moved to Chesterfield 
before returning to Scotland, when he signed on at Falkirk. He made 
his league debut on September 7th at Links Park when Falkirk beat 
Montrose 3–2. He played in nine league games and scored seven 
goals, including a brace against Cowdenbeath and Morton. Falkirk 
were promoted, but Alex decided to return South and signed for 
Bournemouth. He returned to Brockville in October 1962 and his 
return coincided with the arrival of Hughie Maxwell. The pair struck 
up an immediate understanding and the M and B combination certainly hit the headlines. He 
played in the famous 7–3 win over Clyde and found his scoring touch again with doubles against 
Dundee United and Hibs. Alex’s final port of call was non-League Bedford Town. His scoring 
return in a Falkirk jersey of 16 goals from 22 games is an impressive one. He died in Camden in 
London in 2014.

JOHN LAMBIE (1941–2018)

Older Bairns fans will remember a young winger who arrived 
at the club after impressing with his local side, Whitburn 
Juniors. He was a protégé of manager Alex McCrae and they 
often travelled together to Brockville. John Lambie was a very 
speedy winger and his early games in 1960–61 saw him mainly 
at outside right partnering Hunter McMillan, Andy Aitken or, 
latterly, Sammy Reid. Falkirk’s promotion to the top flight, saw 
John convert to a right-back role and he was one of the first 
of the overlapping full-backs. After another season up front, 
he made the right-back position his own, and the Brockville 
Tannoy seemed to always announce the names of Whigham, 
Lambie and Hunter first in the Falkirk line-up.

In total, John made 251 first-team appearances, scoring 24 goals in the process. It was hard to realise 
that he had played so many games before his transfer to St. Johnstone at the end of season 1968–69. 
At Muirton, he continued his consistent form and was a member of the successful Saints side which 
saw European Football come to Perth for the first time, playing in all but one of the six UEFA Cup 
matches. He played in the 1969 League Cup Final and clocked up 153 appearances for the Saints, 
scoring five goals. After finishing his playing career in October 1973, he moved into coaching with 
St. Johnstone.

As a manager he had successful stints at Partick Thistle, where he was boss on four separate 
occasions, and Hamilton, where he had two spells in charge. His experience at Falkirk, following 
the departure of Jim Jefferies, was not a good one and, in hindsight, the appointment was a mistake, 
which then-chairman George Fulston readily admitted later. Results were poor, and the writing was 
on the wall long before his eventual dismissal. The club went into a downward spiral, and it is a 
great shame that John will be remembered for this time in charge by a certain generation of Falkirk 
fans.

He achieved legendary status at Firhill and his Old School approach to management is legendary. 
Stories of pigeons, cigars, Samurai swords and Blackpool-beach escapades became legend, and a 



flavour of his style of management can be found on clips from a now-famous TV documentary. A 
larger-than-life character, John was a newspaperman’s dream for quotes and opinions. I last saw 
John at the funeral service for his old boss Alex McCrae and he was his usual self, wisecracking and 
giving opinions on everything related to modern football, but also showing genuine compassion 
and respect for an old friend. I prefer to remember him for his playing days at Brockville, tearing 
down that right wing and sending over some telling crosses, rather than his forgettable spell as a 
manager.

BILL ‘BUCK’” McCARRY (1938–2018)

Buck worked as a miner in his native Clackmannanshire before signing 
full-time forms at Brockville. His football career started with Alva, then 
Sauchie Juniors, and he made his first team debut at right back against 
East Fife at Bayview on April 16th 1958. Bill had big shoes to fill, taking 
over from the legendary Alex Parker. Although Falkirk lost 2–1, Bill 
kept his place for the remaining games against Queen’s Park and 
Motherwell. National Service with the 1st Battalion Black Watch meant 
that games were few and far between for Bill, but his versatility showed 
when he turned out at centre half and right half. One of his colleagues 
while on duty for Queen and Country was another footballer, the 
famous Jim Baxter. The two became great friends and Jim Baxter was 
best man at Buck’s wedding. Buck’s powerful physique made him a 
difficult opponent for any centre forward, as he dominated in the air 

and on the ground. He was a key member of the Falkirk team that won promotion in 1960–61 and 
was used in a variety of positions as the club consolidated its place back in the top flight. 

After 79 league games for Falkirk, and still only 24 years old, he signed for St. Johnstone and 
went on to become a real Saints Legend. There were plenty of Falkirk connections at Muirton in 
those days, and team-mates included Jimmy Harrower, Jim Kerray and Bobby Kemp. He became 
a regular in a great Perth side under Willie Ormond and could play either at centre half or centre 
forward. His Muirton Park career saw him notch up over 300 appearances and he became a big 
fans’ favourite. The highlight of his St. Johnstone career was an appearance in the 1969 League Cup 
Final on October 25t, 1969 at Hampden Park against Celtic. John Lambie was in the Saints side as 
well, but Buck’s day was spoiled by a badly gashed knee and, despite battling on through great 
pain, he had to admit defeat at the break and was replaced by Gordon Whitelaw.

Buck saw out his career with Stirling Albion and he had the same 100% commitment to the team 
as he always had done. Bob Shankly signed him in 1971 and recognised his ability to lead a side by 
example. He relished a challenge and he more than held his own against Celtic in a League Cup tie 
at Parkhead, when he faced a young Kenny Dalglish in his prime. Incredibly fit, Buck was a real 
powerhouse and he was an inspiration to the younger players at Annfield. After his playing days 
were over, he worked in the brewery trade and often made deliveries to pubs in Falkirk. While 
most delivery men rolled the beer barrels into the cellars, Buck carried them in resting on his broad 
shoulders, much to the amazement of the customers.

Buck was a great favourite with supporters at all his clubs and was a highly respected and valued 
colleague by his former team-mates. He was best man at Ian Hunter’s wedding and the two 
maintained their friendship over the years. Alex Duchart was another who kept in touch and the 
three met up to share memories of times past. Although struggling with a lengthy illness, Buck lit 
up at these reminiscence sessions and shared amazing stories of past exploits. One classic was when 
Buck was warned after pulling Aberdeen keeper Bobby Clark back by his jersey. Buck protested his 
innocence to the referee, despite having a piece of the jersey in his hand.

Another remarkable story came when the Falkirk team returned to the town after that infamous 9–1 



drubbing at Fir Park in a League Cup tie. Clearly, the Bairns fans were less than pleased at the result 
and some decided to give a group of players some ‘advice’. When they saw Buck get out of the bus 
and start to head in their direction, they scarpered as fast as they could.

Buck McCarry will be spoken about with great affection in football circles and will be fondly 
remembered by older supporters of Falkirk, St. Johnstone and Stirling Albion. For fans in Perth, he 
was an absolute legend and his passing meant that another member of the great side managed by 
Willie Ormond has gone. 

JOHNNY GRAHAM (1945–2018)

Johnny Graham was a really popular player at Brockville in the 
late 1960s and finished as the club’s top scorer for four consecutive 
seasons. He showed lots of promise while playing for Strathclyde 
Juniors and was signed up for Third Lanark, where he made his 
debut in 1963–64 season. His seven League goals from 31 starts 
soon attracted the attention of other clubs, and he signed for 
Dundee United in 1964–65 season. There was fierce competition for 
places at Tannadice and the travelling up to Dundee didn’t suit his 
circumstances. Falkirk moved in quickly and found a regular goal-scorer. Johnny made his debut 
on January 9th 1965 at Brockville in a 2–2 draw. The home side lined up as follows: Whigham, Rae, 
Hunter, Fulton, Markie, Scott, Graham, Allan, Wilson, Lambie, Gourlay. Johnny established himself 
as a prolific scorer and he was a great fans’ favourite. He topped the Falkirk scoring charts in every 
season he played except his last one, when Alex Ferguson pipped him to the title. He scored 17, 12, 
13, 7 and 13 league goals in a Falkirk side that struggled to keep its place in the top flight. 

He moved to Hibs for a reported fee of £22,000 in 1969–70 season and continued the goal-scoring 
form. Johnny played in an exciting attacked-minded Easter Road side and his outstanding 
performances were rewarded with two Scottish League caps. He made his debut on March 18th 
1970 against the League of Ireland when Scotland won 1–-0 thanks to a goal by George Connelly. 
He played well and the Scotland team had some class players on show. The starting eleven were: 
Cruickshank, Hay, Dickson, Stanton, McKinnon, Henry, Johnstone, Connelly, Hood, Graham, 
Duncan. Johnny was listed as substitute for the big match against a star-studded English League 
side on September 2nd 1970, and he replaced Henry Hall in the second half of the game. Johnny 
scored Scotland’s second goal in a narrow 3–2 defeat. 

After 14 goals from 44 League games, Johnny moved to Somerset Park, where he carried on his 
great run of consistency and found a new adoring audience who appreciated his skills. At Somerset 
Park, he scored 62 goals in his 168 games, including two seasons in the new Premier Division, and 
showed no signs of winding down. He kept his fitness levels high and gave great service to Ayr 
United.

As he approached the later stages of his career, he returned to Brockville and took up a deeper 
midfield role. He played 19 games in the ill-fated Centenary season and ended his Senior career at 
the club. His last game in navy blue saw Falkirk go down 4–0 at Dumbarton.

In total, he had played 203 first-team games and had been a sub on another five. His 80 goals 
remains a remarkable tally, given that he played in many struggling teams. He well deserved his 
place in the original Falkirk Hall of Fame.

In his later years, Johnny was a sailor and bowler of some note and was often to be found on his 
boat on the Clyde. He was a quiet, modest man and he became involved in the Football Memories 
project as a volunteer in a care home in Baillieston. It is a real pleasure when you find that the 
heroes of your younger days turn out to be really nice guys when you meet them in later life. 



Johnny preferred to be known as John, and was always good company. The men he helped in that 
care home appreciated his football stories and memories which were never about himself, but gave 
a great insight into the game in the 60s and 70s. With his death on October 31st at the age of 73, 
we have lost another link with the past and a real fans’ favourite. We all have our all-time Falkirk 
favourite player and I know for a fact that Gordon McFarlane had Johnny Graham are top of his 
list. Those who played with him will testify that he was some player.

JIM RICHMOND: 1932-2019
 

Jim Richmond started out in local football with Blantyre before 
signing for Hamilton Accies. He moved to Brockville and 
made his league debut against Dundee at Brockville in a 5-2 
defeat on August 20th, 1958.He had big shoes to fill, following 
Alex Parker’s departure to Everton. Season 1958/59 ended 
with a last-day relegation when the club could only draw with 
Raith Rovers, while rivals Dunfermline beat Partick Thistle by 
10-1 . Jim played at right back or centre half and was equally 
comfortable in either position. He only missed one league game 
in his debut season.

 When Falkirk were relegated and started to struggle in the 
lower league, Jim moved to Kilmarnock after playing 14 league 
games. Jim arrived at Rugby Park in December 1959 in a 
straight swap, which saw Alistair MacKay move to Falkirk. Hr 
had impressed Killie boss  Willie Waddell during the Bairns’ 
Scottish Cup run. A remarkably composed full-back, Jim was a 
neat and tidy player, who never panicked under pressure.

 He got his break in the Killie side when the club was on an excellent run, recording 15 consecutive 
wins from December 12, 1959 to March 26, 1960. He was part of the team who sadly lost the 1960 
Scottish Cup Final 2-0 to Rangers while he also featured in League Cup Final losses in 1961 (Lost 
2-0 to Rangers) and 1963 (Lost 1-0 to Hearts).Jim was named KFCSA Player of the Year in 1962, and 
served Killie with distinction before losing his place in the side to Andy King. A £2,000 transfer to 
St Johnstone was completed in November 1963 and he  stayed at Muirton until 1966.In 1967, he 
became a player/coach at Lossiemouth before taking up the player/manager’s role in 1971/72.



The profits from the sales of this book will be going 
to help those living with Motor Neurone Disease
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